
Annual Report 

 

 

This year we have had quite a few changes on the Council. Firstly and very sadly Don 

Roper passed away in August of last year. Don was a stalwart of the council and 

could always be relied upon to liven up meetings. He is greatly missed. 

 

During the year we had 2 resignations, from Linda Younger and Glenn Donnelly and 

we have 3 councillors who will not be standing again in the election. These are Sarah 

Todd, Peter Gilham and David Atkins. I would like to thank all those councillors who 

have left or are leaving the council for their contribution in their time with us. 

 

As a result, we now have 3 new councillors: Paul Marshall (who is now also standing 

for the District Council), Gail Kittle and Diana Neophytou, all of whom are gradually 

becoming more involved in various projects. For those of you who have been 

counting, this means that we now have 4 vacancies so if anyone would like to come 

along and be part of the Council please do contact the Clerk. 

 

During this year we have had a couple of Italian markets, which have been very well 

received and we hope to have more such events in the coming year. We are currently 

in the process of liaising with Hometown Festivals to organise the new Summer 

Festival, which we hope will be a great success and be the first of many. 

 

In August we inaugurated the new poppy garden and renamed the village pond the 

Memorial Pond, in commemoration of the start of World War I. The event was well 

attended and we even had a rendition of the Last Post by the son of one of our 

councillors. A bench was donated by Caremark and is now in situ near the poppy 

garden. This was followed on 11 November by the unveiling of a replica of the 

original WWI Roll of Honour, replaced in its original position outside the White 

Horse. This was accompanied by a 2 minute silence and we even succeeded in 

bringing all traffic to a halt in the High Street! 

 

Unfortunately, as you know, the Mill Stream Medical Centre closed this year but, 

with the aim of having a brand new, much larger, medical centre Horsham District 

Council purchased the building. Negotiations are ongoing to try and bring this to 

fruition but I think we should all thank the Glebe Surgery who are doing a sterling job 

in coping with a large influx of patients – we hope that the current temporary 

arrangements will not have to last too much longer… 

 

The major undertaking of this year has been, and continues to be, the production of 

the Neighbourhood Plan. Some of you will have been involved in focus groups and 

we thank you for your input. The public consultation elicited some 180 responses and 

on the basis of those responses we have made a few changes to the plan. This means 

that we now have to undertake a second 6 week public consultation. Whilst this will 

inevitably delay the final adoption of the plan, we hope that it will make the final plan 

more robust and more likely to pass the examination. Any responses received to this 

consultation will be forwarded with the plan to HDC and to the examiner with 

previous responses received. I would urge everyone to vote when the time comes, as 

without a plan we are very vulnerable to the type of speculative development that we 

have been seeing recently. 



I would like to thank all councillors for their hard work and their support over the last 

year. I would also like to thank our Clerk, Tracey, and our Deputy Clerk, Caroline, for 

their all their hard work and support as well – it is not easy having 15 bosses! Tracey 

in particular has been very heavily involved in the Neighbourhood Plan which at 

times has been a very frustrating process but she got to grips with it and the task 

would have been much harder without her support. 

 

I would also like to thank Tim, our premises manager for all his work – we have even 

managed to involve him in the Neighbourhood Plan at times so it has been a real team 

effort. 

 

Before I go through the changes that we have made we will hear the reports from the 

committee Chairmen and we will then come back to the Neighbourhood Plan.  


