
 
 

 

 

 

 
Dear Sirs 

 

Storrington, Sullington & Washington Neighbourhood Plan: Sustainability Appraisal/Strategic 

Environmental Assessment Scoping Letter 

 

I set out below for your attention the proposed scope of the Sustainability Appraisal/Strategic 

Environmental Assessment (SA/SEA) to accompany the forthcoming Storrington, Sullington & 

Washington Neighbourhood Plan (SSWNP). 

 

This letter and its appendices should be regarded as the Scoping Report of the SSWNP in 

accordance with Stage A of the provisions of the Environmental Assessment of Plans & 

Programmes Regulations 2004 (which implement EU Directive 2001/42).  

 

As a statutory consultee in the Regulations you are invited to comment on this report and I would 

be grateful for your comment by 26th September 2014.  

 

Background 

 

The SSWNP is being prepared by the Storrington & Sullington Parish Council and Washington Parish 

Council as qualifying bodies under the 2012 Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations. In 

accordance with the 2004 Regulations 2004, the local planning authority, Horsham District 

Council, issued its formal screening opinion on 20 May 2014, concluding that an SEA is required 

and that it would prefer this is undertaken as part of a wider Sustainability Appraisal (SA/SEA). 

 

In its decision, the District Council has not made its reasons explicit for reaching this conclusion, but 

it is understood that the likely intention of the SSWNP to contain policies allocating land for 

development is the primary reason. A third of the designated area lies within the South Downs 

National Park and there are no European sites within the area, although the area does lie within 

the 15km buffer zone of the Arundel Valley SAC/SPA/Ramsar site. A Habitat Regulations 

Assessment may also therefore be necessary in due course. 

 

The guidance for undertaking SA/SEA is contained in the Planning Practice Guidance (ID 11-030), 

which emphasises that it must “only focus on what is needed to assess the likely significant effects 

of the neighbourhood plan” and on the “environmental impacts that are likely to be significant”. 

It states that this “does not need to be done in any more detail, or using more resources, than is 

considered to be appropriate for the content and level of detail in the neighbourhood plan”.  

 

It is therefore important to establish that the SSWNP is likely to contain policies that will seek to 

identify smaller sites for housing development and that will seek to shape the design of new 

development. Its focus will be on identifying land, especially brownfield land, for housing, retail, 

employment and community facilities primarily within its main settlements of Storrington and 

Sullington. It will therefore work alongside other development plan policies for the district to guide 

the consideration of planning applications. 
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The SA/SEA framework will be used to assess two or three spatial options for distributing this 

development in the parishes, rather than to assess individual sites in isolation of each other. Its 

conclusions will direct the selection of sites to those locations assessed as the most suitable by 

taking account of the SA/SEA and the Parish Councils’ view on the relative acceptability to the 

local community of the spatial options, bearing in mind the need for the SSWNP to win a majority 

vote at a referendum in due course. The consideration of these potential policies has begun but 

will await the conclusions of the consultation on this scoping exercise before progressing any 

further. 

 

The SSWNP ‘State of the Parishes’ report was published by the Parish Councils in July 2014 to 

summarise the relevant evidence base for preparing the plan. This is attached as Appendix A to 

this letter. The report contains a summary analysis of the relevant plans and programmes of others 

that may inform the SSWNP and provides an overview of its evidence base. In doing so, it provides 

the information required for Stages A1 and A2 of the SA/SEA process.  

 

Outlined briefly below is additional information required of Stages A3 and A4, together with some 

additional baseline data for Stage A2 attached as Appendix B.  

 

Other Plans & Programmes (Stage A1) 

 

The SSWNP State of the Parishes report identifies the policies of the documents that make up the 

adopted 2007 Horsham Local Development Framework as having the most likely relevance in 

shaping the SSWNP. Indeed, the SSWNP must be able to show that its policies are in general 

conformity with the strategic policies of the development plan (essentially the Core Strategy and 

General Development Control Policies DPD, 2007).  

 

Notwithstanding this, the Council is in the process of reviewing its adopted Core Strategy and 

Development Control Policies and the Proposed Submission version of the Horsham District 

Planning Framework (HDPF) has now been submitted to the Secretary of State. It is anticipated 

that the examination of this document will begin at the start of December 2014.  Given this, it is 

likely the SSWNP will be not be examined before the adoption of the HDPF,  therefore the SSWNP 

should give be in general conformity with the adopted development plan, and also give due 

consideration to the policies contained in and the evidence supporting the HDPF (including its 

SA/SEA and Habitats Regulations Assessment). The SSWNP policies cannot yet rely upon the 

proposed HDPF policies to justify its policies. 

 

The report also notes that parts of the parishes of Storrington & Sullington and the Washington lie 

within the South Downs National Park and so cites the key objectives of the Management Plan an 

anticipation of the Park Authority’s emerging Local Plan, and again summarises its key objectives. 

 

Baseline Information (A2) 

 

The State of the Parishes report contains a wide range of social, economic and environmental 

data. However, for the purpose of the SA/SEA, some more detailed data has been identified (see 

Appendix B) in relation to the proposed assessment framework (set out in A4 below). The parish 

councils are mindful that it is very difficult in most cases to measure impacts at this local scale as 

either the data are not reported at this scale and/or the impact is so relatively negligible that it 

cannot be measured. In which case, the SA/SEA framework will be used to inform judgements on 

the impact of the proposed policies in relation to any reasonable alternatives there may be. 

 

Sustainability Issues (A3) 

 

The State of the Parishes report highlighted no significant sustainability issues that are not also 

common to rural England. Outside of the National Park, which has a clear higher policy status, the 

remaining parish also has a high quality of landscape and built heritage and character. 

Storrington in particular benefits from a range of local services – shops, schools etc. but most are 

located in its village centre, which is a designated Air Quality Management Area. There has been 



considerable housing development in the area over the last decade, which, together with the 

A283 being used as an alternative to the congested A27 to the south, has increased air quality 

problems in the centre. Elsewhere in the area, the demand for affordable housing (and for smaller 

open market housing for downsizing) is greater than local supply. 

 

The local community accepts that some new development may be required to continue to meet 

the need for housing but this must focus on making better use of brownfield land within the 

settlements and must seek to at least avoid making traffic and air quality problems any worse. In 

any event, housing should be small in scale, well located and be of a high quality design.  

 

As a result of the community engagement work completed thus far, a summary of which is also 

contained in the State of the Parishes report, the SSWNP will plan for a modest number of new 

homes over the plan period 2015 – 2031 in relation to the current number of dwellings in the 

parishes. At this stage, from the evidence work already undertaken, the Parish Councils are 

confident the SSWNP will be able to meet this objective within the environmental constraints. 

 

As the focus of the policies is likely to be on the main settlements of Storrington and Sullington, the 

SSWNP is not likely to address issues in the National Park. It will, however, be mindful of the close 

proximity of the National Park boundary to those settlements. 

 

 

 

Appraisal Framework (A4) 

 

In the light of the context and available data, the Parish Councils propose to establish the 

following framework of environmental, social and economic objectives and measures in order to 

identify any likely significant environmental, social and economic effects.  

 

The proposed framework reflects the general sustainability issues of the parishes and the likely 

scope of policies in the SSWNP, which will focus on making smaller housing site allocations. It has 

selected those objectives of the SA/SEA accompanying the HDPF that are considered the most 

relevant and informative for this purpose. The decision not to choose an HDPF SA/SEA does not 

necessarily mean that objective has no relevance to the SSWNP but that it is unlikely to enable the 

merits of policy options to be distinguished and is therefore unhelpful for this purpose. 

 

The process of housing site selection will be informed by an analysis of their achievability, 

availability and acceptability and by an analysis of their suitability when assessed against the 

spatial policy of the SSWNP.  That spatial policy, and any reasonable alternative spatial options, 

will be informed by the proposed SA/SEA framework. 

 

The list of objectives and measures below indicates which of the HDPF SA/SEA objectives have 

been used to inform them. 

 

Objective 1: Housing (HDPF SA/SEA ‘Housing’) 

 

To provide high quality, affordable housing with a range of size, types and tenures appropriate to 

local needs: 

 

1A - Will the SSWNP improve the availability of decent, affordable housing? 

1B – Will the SSWNP provide a range of housing types of various sizes and tenures? 

1C – Will the SSWNP lead to the reuse of brownfield land for housing? 

 

Objective 2: Community Facilities (‘Leisure & Recreation’ & ‘Equalities & Social Inclusion’) 

 

To ensure everyone has access to appropriate, affordable community facilities: 

 

2A - Will the SSWNP sustain or increase the provision of community facilities? 



 

 

 

 

Objective 3: Biodiversity (‘Biodiversity’) 

 

To protect and enhance the quality and level of biodiversity and natural habitats within the 

parishes and provide new green infrastructure. 

 

3A - Will the SSWNP lead to a loss to biodiversity, flora or fauna as a result of development either 

directly or through habitat fragmentation? 

 

Objective 4: Landscape (‘Landscape’) 

 

To conserve and enhance the quality of landscape and townscape character in the District: 

 

4A - Will the SSWNP seek to protect and enhance the National Park and its setting?  

4B - Will the SSWNP result in the deterioration of the quality of the landscape or villagescape? 

 

Objective 5: Heritage (‘Archaeology & Cultural Heritage’) 

 

To conserve and enhance the quality and distinctiveness of the historical environment of the 

parishes: 

 

5A - Will the SSWNP protect and enhance designated features of historical or cultural interest? 

5B – Will the SSWNP sustain and enhance the settings and views of heritage assets? 

 

Objective 6: Transport (‘Transport’) 
 

To reduce the need to travel and improve travel choices through the provision of a range of 

sustainable transport options, including walking, cycling and public transport: 
 

6A - Will the SSWNP reduce the need to travel by car by encouraging walking to shops and other 

facilities or services? 

 

Objective 7: Economic Development (‘Economy’ & ‘Retail’) 
 

To encourage vitality, vibrancy and overall stability within the local economy, including in rural 

areas: 

 

7A - Will the SSWNP support existing shops and businesses? 

 

Objective 8: Flooding (‘Flooding & Drainage’) 
 

To minimise flood risk and promote the use of sustainable drainage systems: 

 

8A - Will the SSWNP avoid allocating development on land subject to flood risk? 

 

 

Objective 9: Environmental Quality (‘Soil, Air and Water’) 

 

To ensure that the air quality does not deteriorate further.  

 

9A – Will the SSWNP make the existing air quality problems in the Storrington village centre worse 

as a result of additional traffic generated by its policies? 

 

 

 



Statutory Consultation (A5) 

 

The conclusions of this consultation will be considered by the Parish Councils in finalising the 

SA/SEA assessment framework. That framework will then inform the formulation of the Pre 

Submission SSWNP and will be set out and employed in the accompanying Draft SA/SEA report. It 

is expected that draft SSWNP policies will be formulated and assessed against one or more 

reasonable alternatives to ensure any significant environmental effects have been identified and 

any necessary mitigation measures are included in the policies. 

 

If you have any queries then please contact our planning consultant, Neil Homer, of RCOH Ltd at 

neil.homer@rcoh.co.uk or call him on 07833 462991. 

 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Storrington & Sullington and Washington Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
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1. Introduction 
 
Purpose 
 
1.1  Storrington & Sullington Parish Council and Washington Parish Council (SSW) 
applied for the whole of the area covering the two parishes to be designated as 
one Neighbourhood Area. This application was approved on 19 December 2013 by 
Horsham District Council (HDC) and by the South Downs National Park Authority 
(SDNPA) on 10 December 2013, for the purpose of enabling SSW to prepare the 
Storrington, Sullington & Washington Parishes Neighbourhood Plan (SSWNP). The Plan 
A below shows the boundary of the designated Neighbourhood Area, which lies 
within both the HDC and SDNPA areas.  
 
1.2  In designating the area, HDC noted that the SSW parishes had agreed a 
Memorandum of Understanding with Thakeham Parish Council on the northern 
boundary of the area. This will enable the respective parishes to “work together to 
ensure a consistent approach to planning over all the issues and areas” (para 4.2 
HDC Decision Report, December 2013). It reflects the extension of the present main 
settlement of Sullington into Thakeham Parish at Rydon College. 
 
1.3  The SSWNP is being prepared in accordance with the Neighbourhood 
Planning Regulations 2012, the Localism Act 2011 and the Planning & Compulsory 
Purchase Act 2004 and the European Directive on Strategic Environmental 
Assessment 2004. 

 
1.4  The purpose of this report is to summarise the evidence base and the context 
within which the SSWNP will be prepared and by which the draft and final versions of 
the SSWNP will be assessed and refined. In doing so, the report will provide the local 
community with a key starting point from which to embark on formulating the draft 
SSWNP 
 
1.5  A screening opinion has been requested of HDC to determine if a Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (SEA) is needed. The screening opinion stated that an SEA 
would be required, and a Sustainability Assessment (SA) preferred. An SA/SEA 
scoping report will be produced in a separate document. 
 
1.6  In paragraph 3.3.8 of the Horsham District’s Habitats Regulations Assessment 
2014, the Storrington and Sullington Parish is highlighted as being located within the 
15 kilometre protection zone of the Arun Valley SAC/SPA/Ramsar site. As this is a site 
of European importance the SSWNP may need to take this into consideration 
through a Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA). The effect the neighbourhood plan 
may have on this site and the need for the SSWNP to produce an HRA will be 
addressed with the Horsham District Council and Natural England in due course. 
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Plan A: Storrington, Sullington & Washington Parish Neighbourhood Plan Area 

 
 
 

 



Neighbourhood Development Plans 
 

1.6  The SSWNP will be amongst the first Neighbourhood Development Plans prepared in 
England since the 2011 Localism Act. The National Planning Policy Framework states: 
 

“… neighbourhoods should develop plans that support the strategic development 
needs set out in Local Plans, including policies for housing and economic 
development; plan positively to support local development, shaping and directing 
development in their area that is outside the strategic elements of the Local Plan; 
and identify opportunities to use Neighbourhood Development Orders to enable 
developments that are consistent with their neighbourhood plan to proceed. (para 
16) 
 
Neighbourhood planning gives communities direct power to develop a shared vision 
for their neighbourhood and deliver the sustainable development they need. 
Parishes … can use neighbourhood planning to set planning policies through 
neighbourhood plans to determine decisions on planning applications; and grant 
planning permission through Neighbourhood Development Orders and Community 
Right to Build Orders for specific development which complies with the order 
(para.183). 
 
Neighbourhood planning provides a powerful set of tools for local people to ensure 
that they get the right types of development for their community. The ambition of the 
neighbourhood should be aligned with the strategic needs and priorities of the wider 
local area. 
 
Neighbourhood plans must be in general conformity with the strategic policies of the 
Local Plan. To facilitate this, local planning authorities should set out clearly their 
strategic policies for the area and ensure that an up-to-date Local Plan is in place as 
quickly as possible. Neighbourhood plans should reflect these policies and 
neighbourhoods should plan positively to support them. Neighbourhood plans and 
orders should not promote less development than set out in the Local Plan or 
undermine its strategic policies (para.184). 
 
Outside these strategic elements, neighbourhood plans will be able to shape and 
direct sustainable development in their area. Once a neighbourhood plan has 
demonstrated its general conformity with the strategic policies of the Local Plan and 
is brought into force, the policies it contains take precedence over existing non-
strategic policies in the Local Plan for that neighbourhood, where they are in conflict. 
Local planning authorities should avoid duplicating planning processes for non-
strategic policies where a neighbourhood plan is in preparation (para.185)”. 

 
The Plan Preparation Process 
 
1.7  The process of preparing and seeking final adoption of the SSWNP is in accordance 
with the Neighbourhood Plan Regulations 2012 and has been agreed by the Parish 
Councils. The intention of the Parish Councils is to submit the SSWNP to the local planning 
authorities for approval and then for independent examination in 2015. 
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1.8  The process up to submission comprises three main stages: 
 

• State of the Parish Report – this report summarises all the evidence on which the 
SSWNP will be based  

• Pre-Submission SSWNP – this report will comprise the draft vision, objectives, policies, 
proposals and map of the plan for a statutory six week public consultation period 

• Submission SSWNP – this report will take into account the representations received 
on the draft plan during the public consultation period and will amend as 
necessary its content for submission to the local planning authorities 

 
1.9  If required, the SA/SEA will be produced alongside the plan, firstly as a draft with the 
Pre-Submission Plan and later as the final SA/SEA with the Submission Plan. 
 
1.10 The SSWNP will then be subject to an independent examination. Any 
recommendations made by the Examiner will be considered by the Parish Councils, HDC 
and the SDNPA and the plan amended as necessary before being approved for a local 
referendum. If supported by a majority vote at the referendum, the SSWNP will be 
adopted by the local planning authorities as planning policy for the parishes. 
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2. Parish Character 

Storrington & Sullington 
 
2.1  The Parish of Storrington & Sullington is located in the south western portion of 
Horsham District in West Sussex. The village of Storrington lies on the A283, close to the 
main north-south A24 road which connects Worthing on the coast to Horsham and 
Dorking in the north.  
 
2.2  The parish contains a wide range of facilities and services such as churches, shops 
and schools. Major centres of employment such as Horsham and Worthing are both within 
commuting distance by road. These locations are also centres for additional shops and 
services.  
 
Selected Parish Statistics 

2.3  The following statistics and evidence are primarily drawn from the 2011 Census. 
These are used to provide an overview of the current status of the community. Other 
sources of data or information are acknowledged where applicable.    
 
Demographics1 
 
2.4  The usual resident population of the parish is 6,966 people (3,306 male, 3,660 
female). Of these: 
 
• 1,138 People aged 15 and under (16.3% of parish population compared to 18.7% 

across the District and 19% across England) 
• 3,854 People aged 16 to 64 (55.3% of parish population compared to 61.9% across the 

District and 65% across England) 
• 1,974 People aged 65 and over (28.3% of parish population compared to 19.4% across 

the District and 16% across England)  
 

Age band Parish Figure 2011  
(number and %) 

District Figure 2011  
(number and %) 

0 to 4 346 (5.0%) 7,151 (5.4%) 
5 to 7 196 (2.8%) 4,379 (3.3%) 
8 to 9 129 (1.9%) 2,872 (2.2%) 
10 to 14 376 (5.4%) 8,469 (6.5%) 
15 91 (1.3%) 1,672 (1.3%) 
16 to 17 146 (2.1%) 3,551 (2.7%) 
18 to 19 121 (1.7%) 2,653 (2.0%) 

1 
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=11129181&c=storringt
on&d=16&e=62&g=6474318&i=1001x1003x1032x1004&o=362&m=0&r=1&s=1401718447762&enc=1&dsFa
milyId=2474   
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http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=11129181&c=storrington&d=16&e=62&g=6474318&i=1001x1003x1032x1004&o=362&m=0&r=1&s=1401718447762&enc=1&dsFamilyId=2474
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=11129181&c=storrington&d=16&e=62&g=6474318&i=1001x1003x1032x1004&o=362&m=0&r=1&s=1401718447762&enc=1&dsFamilyId=2474
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=11129181&c=storrington&d=16&e=62&g=6474318&i=1001x1003x1032x1004&o=362&m=0&r=1&s=1401718447762&enc=1&dsFamilyId=2474


20 to 24 274 (3.9%) 5,660 (4.3%) 
25 to 29 260 (3.7%) 5,858 (4.5%) 
30 to 44 1,044 (15.0%) 25,242 (19.2%) 
45 to 59 1,379 (19.8%) 29,115 (22.2%) 
60 to 64 630 (9.0%) 9,109 (6.9%) 
65 to 74 933 (13.4%) 13,130 (10.0%) 
75 to 84 698 (10.0%) 8,717 (6.6%) 
85 to 89 242 (3.5%) 2,356 (1.8%) 
90 and over 101 (1.4%) 1,367 (1.0%) 
All Usual Residents 6,966 131,301 

Table A: Demographics – Storrington & Sullington Parish 

Economic status of residents2 
 
2.5  Of the 6,966 usual residents of the parish, 4,787 were aged between 16 and 74, and 
of these: 
 
• 3,181 (68.4%) were economically active*: 

o 1,558 were Employed full-time (32.5% compared to 40.3% across District) 
o 703 were Employed part-time (14.7% compared to 14.8% across District) 
o 681 were Self-employed (14.2% compared to 12.9% across District) 
o 139 were Unemployed (2.9% compared to 2.7% across District) 
o 100 were Full-time students (2.1% compared to 2.7% across District)    

 
*Economically Active - All people usually resident in the area at the time of the 2011 
Census aged 16 to 74 and who were economically active (either in employment, or not in 
employment but seeking work and ready to start work within two weeks, or waiting to start 
a job already obtained). As defined by ONS (2014). 
 
• 1,606 (31.6%) were economically inactive*: 

o 1,092 were Retired (22.8% compared to 15.5% across District) 
o 122 were Students (2.5% compared to 3.5% across District) 
o 215 were Looking after home or family (4.5% compared to 4.2% across District) 
o 107 were Long-term sick or disabled (2.2% compared to 2.2% across District) 
o 70 were classified as Other (1.5% compared to 1.3% across District) 

 

*Economically Inactive - All people usually resident in the area at the time of the 2011 
Census aged 16 to 74, who were economically inactive (anyone who was not in 
employment and did not meet the criteria to be classified as unemployed). As defined by 
ONS (2014). 
 
 

2 
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=11129181&c=storringt
on&d=16&e=62&g=6474318&i=1001x1003x1032x1004&o=362&m=0&r=1&s=1401718447762&enc=1&dsFa
milyId=2484  
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http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=11129181&c=storrington&d=16&e=62&g=6474318&i=1001x1003x1032x1004&o=362&m=0&r=1&s=1401718447762&enc=1&dsFamilyId=2484


 
 
 
Occupations3 

2.6  Of the 3,030 residents in the parish in employment and aged between 16 and 74: 
• 475 were Managers, Directors and Senior Officials (15.7% compared to 14.1% across 

the District). 
• 513 were Professional Occupations (16.9% compared to 19.1% across the District). 
• 421 were Associate Professional and Technical Occupations (13.9% compared to 

14.8% across the District). 
• 334 were Administrative and Secretarial Occupations (11.0% compared to 11.8% 

across the District). 
• 388 were Skilled Trades Occupations (12.8% compared to 11.1% across the District). 
• 297 were Caring, Leisure and Other Service Occupations (9.8% compared to 9.7% 

across the District). 
• 198 were Sales and Customer Service Occupations (6.5% compared to 6.9% across 

the District). 
• 155 were Process, Plant and Machine Operatives (5.1% compared to 4.3% across 

the District). 
• 249 were in Elementary Occupations (8.2% compared to 8.1% across the District). 

 
Qualifications & Skills4 

2.7  Of the 5,828 usual residents in the parish aged 16 and over: 
• 1,231 possessed no qualifications (21.1% compared to 16.3% across the District). 
• 1,855 possessed Level 4 and above qualifications (31.8% compared to 32.6% across 

the District). 
 

Industry of employment5 

2.8  The 3,030 usual residents aged between 16 and 74 in employment are employed in 
the following industries: 
 
Industry Parish Figure 2011  

(number and %) 
District Figure 2011  
(number and %) 

Agriculture, Forestry 29 (1.0%) 799 (1.2%) 

3 
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=11129181&c=storringt
on&d=16&e=62&g=6474318&i=1001x1003x1032x1004&o=362&m=0&r=1&s=1401718447762&enc=1&dsFa
milyId=2541  
4 
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=11129181&c=storringt
on&d=16&e=62&g=6474318&i=1001x1003x1032x1004&o=362&m=0&r=1&s=1401718447762&enc=1&dsFa
milyId=2536  
5 
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=11129181&c=storringt
on&d=16&e=62&g=6474318&i=1001x1003x1032x1004&o=362&m=0&r=1&s=1401718447762&enc=1&dsFa
milyId=2538  
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http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=11129181&c=storrington&d=16&e=62&g=6474318&i=1001x1003x1032x1004&o=362&m=0&r=1&s=1401718447762&enc=1&dsFamilyId=2538
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=11129181&c=storrington&d=16&e=62&g=6474318&i=1001x1003x1032x1004&o=362&m=0&r=1&s=1401718447762&enc=1&dsFamilyId=2538
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=11129181&c=storrington&d=16&e=62&g=6474318&i=1001x1003x1032x1004&o=362&m=0&r=1&s=1401718447762&enc=1&dsFamilyId=2538


and Fishing 
Mining and 
Quarrying 

6 (0.2%) 94 (0.1%) 

Manufacturing 275 (9.1%) 5,031 (7.6%) 
Electricity, Gas, 
Steam and Air 
Conditioning Supply 

8 (0.3%) 314 (0.5%) 

Water Supply 30 (1.0%) 394 (0.6%) 
Construction 267 (8.8%) 5,081 (7.7%) 
Wholesale & Retail 
Trade 

488 (16.1%) 10,195 (15.4%) 

Transport & Storage 140 (4.6%) 4,047 (6.1%) 
Accommodation 
and Food Service 
Activities 

122 (4.0%) 2,762 (4.2%) 

Information and 
Communication 

122 (4.0%) 3,222 (4.9%) 

Financial and 
Insurance Activities 

159 (5.2%) 4,074 (6.1%) 

Real Estate Activities 68 (2.2%) 1,194 (1.8%) 
Professional, 
Scientific and 
Technical Activities 

233 (7.7%) 5,506 (8.3%) 

Administrative and 
Support Service 
Activities 

170 (5.6%) 3,738 (5.6%) 

Public Administration 
and Defence 

128 (4.2%) 2,948 (4.4%) 

Education 257 (8.5%) 6,390 (9.6%) 
Human Health and 
Social Activities 
Work 

 344 (11.4%) 6,742 (10.2%) 

Arts, Entertainment 
and Recreation 

175 (5.8%) 3,616 (5.5%) 

Activities of 
Householders as 
employers 

7 (0.2%) 121 (0.2%) 

Activities of 
Extraterritorial 
Organisations and 
Bodies  

2 (0.06%) 31 (0.05%) 

Table B: Industry of Employment - Storrington & Sullington Parish 
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Housing6 

2.9 There are 3,147 households* located within the Parish. 
 
• 1,380 were owner-occupier households, owned outright (43.9% compared to 37.3% 

across the District) 
• 887 were owner-occupier households, owned with a mortgage or loan (28.2% 

compared to 37.2% across the District). 
• 24 were Shared Ownership (0.8% compared to 0.7% across the District). 
• 84 were Social Rented from Council (2.7% compared to 1.2% across the District). 
• 465 were Social Rented Other (14.8% compared to 10.3% across the District). 
• 269 were Privately rented (8.5% compared to 11.8% across the District). 
• 38 were Living Rent Free (1.2% compared to 1.5% across the District). 
 
*A household is defined as one person living alone, or a group of people (not necessarily 
related) living at the same address who share cooking facilities and share a living room, 
sitting room or dining area. As defined by ONS (2014). 
 
2.10  There are 3,254 dwellings* located within the Parish. 
 
• 1,461 of these are Detached houses/bungalows (44.9% compared to 38.8% across the 

District) 
• 675 of these are Semi-detached houses/bungalows (20.7% compared to 26.8% across 

the District) 
• 545 of these are Terraced houses (16.7% compared to 17.1% across the District) 
• 555 of these are Flats/maisonettes/apartments (17.1% compared to 16.6% across the 

District) 
• 18 of these are Caravans or other Mobile or Temporary Structures (0.6% compared to 

0.7% across the District) 
 
*A dwelling is a unit of accommodation with all rooms, including kitchen, bathroom and 
toilet behind a door that only that household can use. As defined by ONS (2014). 
 
Transport7 

2.11 Of the 3,147 households: 

• 447 households had no car or van (14.2% compared to 11.8% across District and 25.8% 
across England) 

6 
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=11129181&c=storringt
on&d=16&e=62&g=6474318&i=1001x1003x1032x1004&o=362&m=0&r=1&s=1401718447762&enc=1&dsFa
milyId=2481  
7 
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=11129181&c=storringt
on&d=16&e=62&g=6474318&i=1001x1003x1032x1004&o=362&m=0&r=1&s=1401723232590&enc=1&dsFa
milyId=2483  
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• 1,374 households had 2 or more cars or vans (43.7% compared to 48.6% across the 
District and 32.1% across England) 
 

Health8 

2.12  The 6,966 usual residents of the Parish were classified as having the following health 
status: 

• 3,143 were in Very Good health (45.1% compared to 50.7% across the District) 
• 2,520 were in Good health (36.2% compared to 34.9% across the District) 
• 969 were in Fair health (13.9% compared to 11.1% across the District) 
• 270 were in Bad health (3.9% compared to 2.7% across the District) 
• 64 were in Very Bad health (0.9% compared to 0.8% across the District) 

 
Biodiversity9 

2.13  The following Sites of Special Scientific Interest exist within the Parish: 
• Amberley Mount to Sullington SSSI (part) 
• Chantry Mill SSSI 
• Parham Park SSSI (part) 
• Hurston Warren SSSI 
• Sullington Warren SSSI 

 

• No Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty exist within the Parish 
 

• No Local Nature Reserves exist within the Parish 
 

• The southern half of the Parish falls into the South Downs Environmentally Sensitive 
Area. 
 

• The South Downs National Park covers both the lower half of the Parish together 
with a small portion of the north western edge. 

 
2.14  The Parish contains areas identified by Natural England as Priority Habitats and are 
subject to Habitat Action Plans: 

• Underdetermined Grassland Priority Habitat – between Kithurst Hill and 
Coldharbour, between Kithurst Hill and Sullington Hill and Barnsfarm Hill and Barns 
Farm in the south of the Parish. 2 areas around Storrington village and in the north of 
the Parish around Hurston Warren and the West Sussex Golf Course. 

• Lowland Calcareous Grassland Habitat - between Greyfriars Farm and Sullington Hill 
and to the north west of Barnsfarm Hill.  

• Lowland Heathland Priority Habitat – concentrated around Sullington Warren, 
Hurston Place and Hurston Warren. 

8 
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=11129181&c=storringt
on&d=16&e=61&g=6474318&i=1001x1003x1032x1004&o=362&m=0&r=1&s=1401723693762&enc=1&dsFa
milyId=2503  
9 http://magic.defra.gov.uk/  
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• Traditional Orchard Priority Habitat – 4 areas, one adjacent to the allotment 
gardens, one to the north of Sullington Warren Farm, one adjacent to Poultry Farm 
and one adjacent to Hurston Place Farm. 

• Deciduous Woodland Priority Habitat – pockets dotted across the entire Parish 
area, but with concentrations heading directly west from the Chantry.  

• Woodpasture and Parkland Priority Habitat – concentrated on and to the east of 
Sullington Warren, south of Fryern Home Farm and along the western edge of 
Hurston Warren.  

• Four areas of Entry Level Stewardship Scheme around Barnsfarm Hill in the south 
east of the Parish, adjacent to Gerston Farm, to the north of Oaklands Farm and 
around Winterfield Farm in the north of the Parish.  

• Multiple areas of Entry Level plus High Level Stewardship Schemes cover the 
majority of the southern portion of the Parish. 

• Two areas of Higher level Stewardship Scheme covering Sullington Warren and 
Hurston Warren. 

• Areas of Organic Entry Level Stewardship Scheme, immediately adjacent to 
Hurston Street Farm and Tickletag Farm.  

• A small pocket of land is in Woodland Grant Scheme 3 located around Sullington 
Warren, as are two other pockets to the East and West of the Chantry and one to 
the east of Lower Hurston Barn.  
 

Heritage10 

2.15  The English Heritage classification of Listed Buildings shows that the Parish of 
Storrington and Sullington contains the following Grade I listed buildings and structures 
including:  
 
• THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST MARY, SULLINGTON LANE, Storrington and Sullington, 

Horsham, West Sussex   
 

2.16  The English Heritage classification of Listed Buildings shows that the Parish of 
Storrington and Sullington contains the following Grade II listed buildings and structures 
including:  
 
• 18 20 AND 22, HIGH STREET, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• HURSTON STREET FARMHOUSE, HURSTON LANE, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, 

West Sussex   
• HURSTON PLACE FARMHOUSE, HURSTON LANE, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, 

West Sussex  
• BROOK COTTAGE, MANLEY'S HILL, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• BROOK HOUSE, MANLEY'S HILL, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• BYNE, MANLEY'S HILL, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex   
• THE OLD HOUSE COTTAGE, MANLEY'S HILL, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West 

Sussex  
• LADYE PLACE, MONASTERY ROAD, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• RISING SUN COTTAGE, PULBOROUGH ROAD, COOTHAM, Storrington and Sullington, 

Horsham, West Sussex  

10 http://list.english-heritage.org.uk/advancedsearch.aspx  
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• DOUGLAS LODGE, PULBOROUGH ROAD, COOTHAM, Storrington and Sullington, 
Horsham, West Sussex    

• 1 AND 3, SCHOOL HILL, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex II   
• MULBERRY HOUSE, 8, THE SQUARE, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• THE OLD MAKRET ROOMS, THE WHITE HORSE HOTEL, THE SQUARE, Storrington and 

Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex   
• STONE HOUSE, 44, WEST STREET, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• CHANCTONBURY LODGE, STORRINGTON ROAD, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, 

West Sussex  
• BARN AT SULLINGTON FARM TO THE NORTH EAST OF SULLINGTON MANOR HOUSE, 

SULLINGTON LANE, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• ROUNDABOUT FARMHOUSE, WEST CHILTINGTON ROAD, ROUNDABOUT, Storrington and 

Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• 10-14, BREWERS YARD, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• ANIMAL FARE, 4, CHURCH STREET, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, CHURCH STREET, Storrington and 

Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• 31 AND 33, CHURCH STREET, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• LITTLE BOLTONS, LOUIS AUSTIN, 4, CHURCH STREET, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, 

West Sussex  
• THE PALACE, 18, CHURCH STREET, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• EMMAS MARKET AND OLD ROSEMARY, 21, CHURCH STREET, Storrington and Sullington, 

Horsham, West Sussex 
• ROD COTTAGE, CLAY LANE, COOTHAM, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West 

Sussex 
• CROWN COTTAGES, 1 AND 3, PULBOROUGH ROAD, Storrington and Sullington, 

Horsham, West Sussex   
• CHARITY FARMHOUSE, PULBOROUGH ROAD, COOTHAM, Storrington and Sullington, 

Horsham, West Sussex  
• FREELANDS, PULBOROUGH ROAD, COOTHAM, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, 

West Sussex  
• ROCK COTTAGE, ROUNDABOUT LANE, ROUNDABOUT, Storrington and Sullington, 

Horsham, West Sussex  
• NO 41 AND THE GARDEN WALL AND GATE PIERS TO SOUTH EAST, 41, SCHOOL HILL, 

Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• 7 AND 9, WEST STREET, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex   
• THE OLD RECTORY, SULLINGTON LANE, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• SULLINGTON MANOR, SULLINGTON LANE, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West 

Sussex  
• LEATHER BOTTLE COTTAGE, WATER LANE, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West 

Sussex  
• 14 16 AND 18, WEST STREET, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• WATERFALL COTTAGE, CHANTRY LANE, STORRINGTON, Storrington and Sullington, 

Horsham, West Sussex  
• EAST WANTLEY, NORTHLANDS LANE, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• PERRETTS, SPINNEY LANE, ROUNDABOUT, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West 

Sussex  
• 2 AND 4, EAST BROOK, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex  
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• ORCHARD DALE, 22, CHURCH STREET, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• WINTERFIELD, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• 16 AND 17, BREWERS YARD, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• 4-9, BREWERS YARD, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex   
• GATEWAY AT THE NORTH WEST CORNER OF THE KITCHEN GARDEN WALL OF ST JOSEPH'S 

DOMINICAN CONVENT AT THE CORNER OF BROWN'S LANE AND CHURCH STREET, 
BROWNS LANE, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex  

• GEORGIAN HOUSE INCLUDING FRONT GARDEN RAILING TO EAST, 20, CHURCH STREET, 
Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex   

• COOTHAM HOUSE, CLAY LANE, COOTHAM, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West 
Sussex  

• 9, HIGH STREET, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• COBB COURT, NEW TOWN ROAD, COOTHAM, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, 

West Sussex  
• COOTHAM LEA, PULBOROUGH ROAD, COOTHAM, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, 

West Sussex 
• FREELANDS COTTAGES, PULBOROUGH ROAD, COOTHAM, Storrington and Sullington, 

Horsham, West Sussex  
• 2, SCHOOL HILL, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• 11, WEST STREET, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• CHANTRY MILL, CHANTRY LANE, STORRINGTON, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, 

West Sussex  
• JASMINE COTTAGE, WATER LANE, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• THE HORSECROFT, GREYFRIARS LANE, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• ABBEY CONVENT, CHURCH STREET, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• ST JOSEPHS HALL, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• PAIR OF COTTAGES AND ATTACHED WALL AT ST JOSEPH'S HALL, Storrington and 

Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex  
 
The following sites are designated as Scheduled Ancient Monuments: 
 
• Settlement site in Chantry Bottom (Scheduling) Angmering, Arun, West Sussex    
• Bowl barrow 200m SE of Trinity Methodist Church, forming part of a round barrow 

cemetery on Sullington Warren (Scheduling) Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West 
Sussex    

• Bowl barrow 120m SE of Trinity Methodist Church, forming part of a round barrow 
cemetery on Sullington Warren (Scheduling) Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West 
Sussex    

• Group of three bowl barrows 350m SE of Trinity Methodist Church, forming part of a 
round barrow cemetery on Sullington Warren (Scheduling) Storrington and Sullington, 
Horsham, West Sussex    

• Bowl barrow 260m east of Trinity Methodist Church, forming part of a round barrow 
cemetery on Sullington Warren (Scheduling) Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West 
Sussex    

• Bowl barrow 240m east of Trinity Methodist Church, forming part of a round barrow 
cemetery on Sullington Warren (Scheduling) Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West 
Sussex    
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• Bowl barrow 230m NE of Trinity Methodist Church, forming part of a round barrow 
cemetery on Sullington Warren (Scheduling) Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West 
Sussex    

• Pair of bowl barrows 280m SE of Trinity Methodist Church, forming part of a round 
barrow cemetery on Sullington Warren (Scheduling) Storrington and Sullington, 
Horsham, West Sussex    

• Linear group of three bowl barrows immediately east of Kithurst Hill car park: part of a 
dispersed round barrow cemetery on Kithurst Hill (Scheduling) Storrington and 
Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex    

• Bowl barrow 950m south west of Grey Friars Farm: part of a dispersed round barrow 
cemetery on Kithurst Hill (Scheduling) Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex    

• Cross dyke on Chantry Hill, 470m south of Grey Friars Farm (Scheduling) Storrington and 
Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex    

• Group of four bowl barrows at the Chantry Post (Scheduling) Storrington and Sullington, 
Horsham, West Sussex    

• Cross dyke on Sullington Hill, 500m south east of The Chantry (Scheduling) Storrington 
and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex    

• Pair of platform barrows on the western side of Kithurst Hill car park: part of a dispersed 
round barrow cemetery on Kithurst Hill (Scheduling) Storrington and Sullington, 
Horsham, West Sussex    

• Group of six bowl barrows 790m south west of Grey Friars Farm: part of a dispersed 
round barrow cemetery on Kithurst Hill (Scheduling) Storrington and Sullington, 
Horsham, West Sussex 

• Bowl barrow at Kithurst Hill car park: part of a dispersed round barrow cemetery on 
Kithurst Hill (Scheduling) Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex    
 

Grade II* Listed 

• WEST WANTLEY FARMHOUSE, FRYERN ROAD, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West 
Sussex     
 

Park and Garden 

• PARHAM PARK, Storrington and Sullington, Horsham, West Sussex. 
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2. Parish Character 

Washington 
 
2.17  The Parish of Washington is located at the central southern edge of Horsham District 
in West Sussex, adjacent to the border with Arun District and comprises two wards.   
 
2.18  The village of Washington is adjacent to the A24 road which runs northwards from 
Worthing to Horsham and its intersection with the A283 which connects Shoreham to 
Storrington and beyond. Heath Common lies to the north of the A283 between 
Washington and Sullington and comprises mainly residential lanes, several of which serve 
as bridleways and footpaths.  
 
2.19  The parish contains a small number of facilities and services such as the shop, pub, 
garden centre, primary school and church.  
 
Selected Parish Statistics 
 
2.20  The following statistics and evidence are primarily drawn from the 2011 Census. 
These are used to provide an overview of the current status of the community. Other 
sources of data or information are acknowledged where applicable.    
 
Demographics11 

2.21  The usual resident population of the parish is 1,867 people (893 male, 974 female). 
Of these: 
• 415 People aged 15 and under (22.2% of parish population compared to 18.7% across 

the District and 19% across England) 
• 995 People aged 16 to 64 (53.3% of parish population compared to 61.9% across the 

District and 65% across England) 
• 457 People aged 65 and over (24.5% of parish population compared to 19.4% across 

the District and 16% across England)  
 

Age band Parish Figure 2011  
(number and %) 

District Figure 2011  
(number and %) 

0 to 4 65 (3.5%) 7,151 (5.4%) 
5 to 7 52 (2.8%) 4,379 (3.3%) 
8 to 9 39 (2.1%) 2,872 (2.2%) 
10 to 14 238 (12.7%) 8,469 (6.5%) 
15 21 (1.1%) 1,672 (1.3%) 
16 to 17 35 (1.9%) 3,551 (2.7%) 
18 to 19 23 (1.2%) 2,653 (2.0%) 

11 
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=11130190&c=washingt
on&d=16&e=62&g=6474312&i=1001x1003x1032x1004&m=0&r=1&s=1401701052028&enc=1&dsFamilyId=2
474  
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20 to 24 46 (2.5%) 5,660 (4.3%) 
25 to 29 43 (2.3%) 5,858 (4.5%) 
30 to 44 240 (12.9%) 25,242 (19.2%) 
45 to 59 428 (22.9%) 29,115 (22.2%) 
60 to 64 180 (9.6%) 9,109 (6.9%) 
65 to 74 267 (14.3%) 13,130 (10.0%) 
75 to 84 132 (7.1%) 8,717 (6.6%) 
85 to 89 41 (2.2%) 2,356 (1.8%) 
90 and over 17 (0.9%) 1,367 (1.0%) 
All Usual Residents 1,867 131,301 

Table C: Demographics – Washington Parish 
 
Economic status of residents12 

2.22  Of the 1,867 usual residents of the parish, 1,262 were aged between 16 and 74 and 
of these: 
• 839 (66.5%) were economically active*: 

o 395 were Employed full-time (21.2% compared to 40.3% across District) 
o 182 were Employed part-time (9.7% compared to 14.8% across District) 
o 197 were Self-employed (10.6% compared to 12.9% across District) 
o 37 were Unemployed (2.0% compared to 2.7% across District) 
o 28 were Full-time students (1.5% compared to 2.7% across District)   

 
*Economically Active - All people usually resident in the area at the time of the 2011 
Census aged 16 to 74 and who were economically active (either in employment, or not in 
employment but seeking work and ready to start work within two weeks, or waiting to start 
a job already obtained). As defined by ONS (2014). 
 
• 423 (33.5%) were economically inactive*: 

o 305 were Retired (16.3% compared to 15.5% across District) 
o 27 were Students (1.4% compared to 3.5% across District) 
o 56 were Looking after home or family (3.0% compared to 4.2% across District) 
o 17 were Long-term sick or disabled (0.9% compared to 2.2% across District) 
o 18 were classified as Other (1.0% compared to 1.3% across District) 

 
*Economically Inactive - All people usually resident in the area at the time of the 2011 
Census aged 16 to 74, who were economically inactive (anyone who was not in 
employment and did not meet the criteria to be classified as unemployed). As defined by 
ONS (2014). 

 
 
 

12 
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=11130190&c=washingt
on&d=16&e=62&g=6474312&i=1001x1003x1032x1004&m=0&r=1&s=1401701052028&enc=1&dsFamilyId=2
484  
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Occupations13 

2.23  Of the 796 residents in the parish in employment and aged between 16 and 74: 
• 135 were Managers, Directors and Senior Officials (17.0% compared to 14.1% across 

the District). 
• 194 were Professional Occupations (24.4% compared to 19.1% across the District). 
• 113 were Associate Professional and Technical Occupations (14.2% compared to 

14.8% across the District). 
• 88 were Administrative and Secretarial Occupations (11.1% compared to 11.8% across 

the District). 
• 91 were Skilled Trades Occupations (11.4% compared to 11.1% across the District). 
• 58 were Caring, Leisure and Other Service Occupations (7.3% compared to 9.7% 

across the District). 
• 31 were Sales and Customer Service Occupations (3.9% compared to 6.9% across the 

District). 
• 30 were Process, Plant and Machine Operatives (3.8% compared to 4.3% across the 

District). 
• 56 were in Elementary Occupations (7.0% compared to 8.1% across the District). 

 
Qualifications & Skills14 

2.24  Of the 1,452 usual residents in the parish aged 16 and over: 
• 200 possessed no qualifications (13.8% compared to 16.3% across the District). 
• 570 possessed Level 4 and above qualifications (39.9% compared to 32.6% across 

the District). 
 

Industry of employment15 

2.25  The 796 usual residents aged between 16 and 74 in employment are employed in 
the following industries: 
 
Industry Parish Figure 2011  

(number and %) 
District Figure 2011  
(number and %) 

Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fishing 

16 (2.0%) 799 (1.2%) 

Mining and 
Quarrying 

1 (0.1%) 94 (0.1%) 

13 
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=11130190&c=washingt
on&d=16&e=62&g=6474312&i=1001x1003x1032x1004&m=0&r=1&s=1401701052028&enc=1&dsFamilyId=2
541  
14 
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=11130190&c=washingt
on&d=16&e=62&g=6474312&i=1001x1003x1032x1004&m=0&r=1&s=1401701052028&enc=1&dsFamilyId=2
536  
15 
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=11130190&c=washingt
on&d=16&e=62&g=6474312&i=1001x1003x1032x1004&m=0&r=1&s=1401701052028&enc=1&dsFamilyId=2
538  
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Manufacturing 86 (10.8%) 5,031 (7.6%) 
Electricity, Gas, 
Steam and Air 
Conditioning Supply 

0 (0.0%) 314 (0.5%) 

Water Supply 2 (0.3%) 394 (0.6%) 
Construction 61 (7.7%) 5,081 (7.7%) 
Wholesale & Retail 
Trade 

92 (11.6%) 10,195 (15.4%) 

Transport & Storage 50 (6.3%) 4,047 (6.1%) 
Accommodation 
and Food Service 
Activities 

34 (4.3%) 2,762 (4.2%) 

Information and 
Communication 

40 (5.0%) 3,222 (4.9%) 

Financial and 
Insurance Activities 

44 (5.5%) 4,074 (6.1%) 

Real Estate Activities 18 (2.3%) 1,194 (1.8%) 
Professional, 
Scientific and 
Technical Activities 

68 (8.5%) 5,506 (8.3%) 

Administrative and 
Support Service 
Activities 

28 (3.5%) 3,738 (5.6%) 

Public Administration 
and Defence 

28 (3.5%) 2,948 (4.4%) 

Education 91 (11.4%) 6,390 (9.6%) 
Human Health and 
Social Activities 
Work 

 83 (10.4%) 6,742 (10.2%) 

Arts, Entertainment 
and Recreation 

51 (6.4%) 3,616 (5.5%) 

Activities of 
Householders as 
employers 

2 (0.3%) 121 (0.2%) 

Activities of 
Extraterritorial 
Organisations and 
Bodies  

1 (0.1%) 31 (0.05%) 

Table D: Industry of Employment - Washington Parish 
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Housing16 

• There are 747 households* located within the Parish. 
• 351 were owner-occupier households, owned outright (47.0% compared to 37.3% 

across the District) 
• 247 were owner-occupier households, owned with a mortgage or loan (33.1% 

compared to 37.2% across the District). 
• 2 were Shared Ownership (0.3% compared to 0.7% across the District). 
• 6 were Social Rented from Council (0.8% compared to 1.2% across the District). 
• 35 were Social Rented Other (4.7% compared to 10.3% across the District). 
• 75 were Privately rented (10.0% compared to 11.8% across the District). 
• 31 were Living Rent Free (4.1% compared to 1.5% across the District). 

 
*A household is defined as one person living alone, or a group of people (not necessarily 
related) living at the same address who share cooking facilities and share a living room, 
sitting room or dining area. As defined by ONS (2014). 
 
2.26  There are 777 dwellings* located within the Parish. 
• 554 of these are Detached houses/bungalows (71.3% compared to 38.8% across the 

District) 
• 136 of these are Semi-detached houses/bungalows (17.5% compared to 26.8% across 

the District) 
• 40 of these are Terraced houses (5.1% compared to 17.1% across the District) 
• 41 of these are Flats/mainsonettes/apartments (5.3% compared to 16.6% across the 

District) 
• 6 of these are Caravans or other Mobile or Temporary Structures (0.8% compared to 

0.7% across the District) 
 

*A dwelling is a unit of accommodation with all rooms, including kitchen, bathroom and 
toilet behind a door that only that household can use. As defined by ONS (2014). 
 
Transport17 

2.27  Of the 747 households: 
 
• 38 households had no car or van (5.1% compared to 11.8% across District and 25.8% 

across England) 
• 479 households had 2 or more cars or vans (64.1% compared to 48.6% across the 

District and 32.1% across England) 
 

Health18 

16 
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=11130190&c=washingt
on&d=16&e=61&g=6474312&i=1001x1003x1032x1004&m=0&r=1&s=1401705663818&enc=1&dsFamilyId=2
505  
17 
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=11130190&c=washingt
on&d=16&e=61&g=6474312&i=1001x1003x1032x1004&m=0&r=1&s=1401705663818&enc=1&dsFamilyId=2
511  

 

Storrington, Sullington & Washington Neighbourhood Plan: State of the Parishes Report June 2014 

21 

 

                                                 

http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=11130190&c=washington&d=16&e=61&g=6474312&i=1001x1003x1032x1004&m=0&r=1&s=1401705663818&enc=1&dsFamilyId=2505
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=11130190&c=washington&d=16&e=61&g=6474312&i=1001x1003x1032x1004&m=0&r=1&s=1401705663818&enc=1&dsFamilyId=2505
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=11130190&c=washington&d=16&e=61&g=6474312&i=1001x1003x1032x1004&m=0&r=1&s=1401705663818&enc=1&dsFamilyId=2505
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=11130190&c=washington&d=16&e=61&g=6474312&i=1001x1003x1032x1004&m=0&r=1&s=1401705663818&enc=1&dsFamilyId=2511
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=11130190&c=washington&d=16&e=61&g=6474312&i=1001x1003x1032x1004&m=0&r=1&s=1401705663818&enc=1&dsFamilyId=2511
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=11130190&c=washington&d=16&e=61&g=6474312&i=1001x1003x1032x1004&m=0&r=1&s=1401705663818&enc=1&dsFamilyId=2511


2.28  The 1,867 usual residents of the Parish were classified as having the following health 
status: 

• 988 were in Very Good health (52.9% compared to 50.7% across the District) 
• 627 were in Good health (33.6% compared to 34.9% across the District) 
• 200 were in Fair health (10.7% compared to 11.1% across the District) 
• 40 were in Bad health (2.1% compared to 2.7% across the District) 
• 12 were in Very Bad health (0.6% compared to 0.8% across the District) 

 

Biodiversity19 

2.29  The following Sites of Special Scientific Interest exist within the Parish: 
• Chanctonbury Hill SSSI 

 
• No Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty exist within the Parish 

 
• No Local Nature Reserves exist within the Parish 

 
• The southern half of the Parish falls into the South Downs Environmentally Sensitive 

Area. 
 

• The South Downs National Park covers the southern two thirds (approximately) of 
the Parish. 

 
• It should be acknowledged that there are many Tree Preservation Orders (TPO) in 

and around the three settlements and that the presence of these TPOs should be 
taken into account in neighbourhood plan policy making. 

 
2.30  The Parish contains areas identified by Natural England as Priority Habitats and are 
subject to Habitat Action Plans: 
• Underdetermined Grassland Priority Habitat – primarily concentrated around Green 

Barn Farm, but with areas either side of the South Downs Way close to Chanctonbury 
Hill.  

• Lowland Calcareous Grassland Priority Habitat – concentrated either side of the South 
Downs Way close to Chanctonbury Hill. 

• Lowland Heathland Priority Habitat – a small area at the western edge of Washington 
Common.  

• Traditional Orchard Priority Habitat – 8 locations, primarily concentrated between 
Goodyers Farm and Spring Garden Nurseries. 

• Deciduous Woodland Priority Habitat – This covers numerous parts of the Parish, but is 
largely concentrated between Owls Croft and Highden Hill in the south of the Parish, 
around The Square in the south west of the Parish and across Washington Common 
and Heath Common in the north of the Parish.  

18 
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=11130190&c=washingt
on&d=16&e=61&g=6474312&i=1001x1003x1032x1004&m=0&r=1&s=1401705663818&enc=1&dsFamilyId=2
503  
19 http://magic.defra.gov.uk/  
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• Entry Level plus High Level Stewardship Schemes – cover the south east quarter of the 
Parish, to the west of Home Farm Cottages, north and south of East Clayton Farm and 
the area around Upper Chancton Farm in the north east corner of the Parish. 

• Entry Level Stewardship Schemes – In the areas around Highder House and Rowdell 
Halt East in the south of the Parish, around Tilley’s Farm to the East of Washington 
Village and around the Nursery, Heath Common, Newhouse Farm and Duke’s Rough in 
the north of the Parish. 

• Higher Level Stewardship Schemes -  
• Organic Entry Level plus Higher Level Stewardship Schemes – located on one site 

covering Washington Common. 
• Organic Entry Level Stewardship Scheme – located to the north and east of Owlscroft 

Barn.  
• A small pocket of land is in Woodland Grant Scheme 1 and is located around East 

Clayton Farm. 
• A single area of Woodland Grant Scheme 2 and is located in the area covering and 

adjacent to Washington Common.  
• Numerous small pockets of land are in Woodland Grant Scheme 3, but this is generally 

concentrated around Newcommon Copse and Copyhold Wood in the south east of 
the Parish, around Green Barn Farm and Rock Common, New Barn Copse and 
Washington Common.  
 

Heritage20 

2.31  The English Heritage classification of Listed Buildings shows that the Parish of 
Washington contains the following Grade I listed buildings and structures including:  
• N/a 

 
2.32  The English Heritage classification of Listed Buildings shows that the Parish of 
Washington contains the following Grade II listed buildings and structures including:  
 
• BROOK HOUSE, WORTHING ROAD, Washington, Horsham, West Sussex   
• THE FRANKLAND ARMS PUBLIC HOUSE, WORTHING ROAD, Washington, Horsham, West 

Sussex  
• TILLEYS COTTAGE, WORTHING ROAD, Washington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• WINDLESHAM HOUSE SCHOOL, WORTHING ROAD, Washington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• GREEN FARMHOUSE, BRIGHTON ROAD, Washington, Horsham, West Sussex   
• ROCK FARMHOUSE, LONDON ROAD, Washington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• APPLE BARN, ROCK ROAD, Washington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• OLD FORGE, SCHOOL LANE, Washington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• FERN COTTAGE, SCHOOL LANE, Washington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• STABLES OF THE OLD VICARAGE TO THE WEST OF THE HOUSE, THE STREET, Washington, 

Horsham, West Sussex  
• CHURCH HOUSE, THE STREET, Washington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• ROSE COTTAGE, 1 AND 2, THE STREET, Washington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• OLD CLAYTON, STORRINGTON ROAD, Washington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• UPPER CHANCTON FARMHOUSE, LONDON ROAD, Washington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• ROCK HOUSE, ROCK LANE, Washington, Horsham, West Sussex  

20 http://list.english-heritage.org.uk/advancedsearch.aspx  
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• CLEMATIS COTTAGE, SCHOOL LANE, Washington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• SOUTH COTTAGE, SCHOOL LANE, Washington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• CORNER HOUSE & HOW MAN - THE OLD COTTAGE, THE STREET, Washington, Horsham, 

West Sussex  
• BARN AT CHURCH FARM TO SOUTH OF THE HOUSE, THE STREET, Washington, Horsham, 

West Sussex  
• 4 AND 5, ROCK LANE, Washington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• K6 TELEPHONE KIOSK, THE STREET, STORRINGTON, Washington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• THE OLD VICARAGE, THE STREET, Washington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• BANK COTTAGE, THE STREET, Washington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• ROCK PLACE FARMHOUSE, ROCK ROAD, Washington, Horsham, West Sussex 
• WEAVERS COTTAGE, HOOL LANE, Washington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• GREEN COMMON FARMHOUSE, BRIGHTON ROAD, Washington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• TILLEY'S FARM COTTAGE, BRIGHTON ROAD, Washington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• SANDHILL FARMHOUSE, LONDON ROAD, Washington, Horsham, West Sussex   
• LOWER CHANCTON, BRIGHTON ROAD, WISTON, Washington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• GRANARY AT LOWER CHANCTON TO SOUTH EAST OF THE HOUSE, BRIGHTON ROAD, 

Washington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• TILLEYS FARMHOUSE, BRIGHTON ROAD, Washington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• ROCK WINDMILL, ROCK LANE, Washington, Horsham, West Sussex    
• ROSE COTTAGE, SCHOOL LANE, Washington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• CHURCH FARMHOUSE, THE STREET, Washington, Horsham, West Sussex  
• GARDEN WALL OF CHURCH HOUSE TO THE EAST OF THE HOUSE, THE STREET, Washington, 

Horsham, West Sussex  
• Chanctonbury Ring hillfort and Romano-Celtic temples (Scheduling) Washington, 

Horsham, West Sussex    
• Cross dyke 420m west of Chanctonbury Ring hillfort (Scheduling) Washington, Horsham, 

West Sussex    
• Bowl barrow 200m west of Chanctonbury Ring hillfort (Scheduling) Washington, 

Horsham, West Sussex    
• Bowl barrow on Chanctonbury Hill, 560m north east of Frieslands (Scheduling) 

Washington, Horsham, West Sussex    
 

Grade II* listed 

• THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST MARY, THE STREET, Washington, Horsham, West Sussex 
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3. Planning Issues in the Parishes 

Community Views 
 
3.1  Storrington & Sullington Parish Council contacted neighbouring parishes, namely 
those which look to Storrington for services such as medical provision, education, and 
shopping/business, inviting them to ‘cluster’ as a Neighbourhood Parish Designated area, 
and to work together.  From the 4 parishes invited, only Washington Parish agreed to join 
forces, although another neighbouring parish, Thakeham, has agreed to have an informal 
working arrangement whereby they keep each other informed and have standing 
agenda items on partnership working. 
 
3.2  The Steering Group is comprised of 8 Parish Council members (4 from Storrington 
and Sullington Parish Council, 4 from Washington Parish Council and 4 member of the 
public.  
 
3.3  The focus groups were set up, under the topics: 
 
• Community Facilities 
• Economy and Business  
• Planning and Infrastructure 
• Environment, Heritage and Local Knowledge  
• Transport and Accessibility 
 

3.4  Members of the public, either representing local groups or societies, or individuals 
were invited to join one of the events above.   
 
3.5  The majority of focus group recruitment took place following a public meeting at 
Rydon Community College on 21st November 2013, which was attended by over 100 
people, and included an overview of Neighbourhood Plan process by Action in rural 
Sussex, followed by a presentation from each of the focus group leaders.   
 
3.6  The Steering Group meet monthly, and receives reports from the Focus Groups, 
which meet in a less formal way, depending on the tasks required.  This means that there is 
opportunity for everyone in the NP designated area to be involved, even those who are 
unable or unwilling to attend formal meetings. 
 
Community Plans 
 
3.7  The Storrington and Sullington Community Action Plan21 was drafted in 2012 and 
published in 2013, following a series of consultations and work by the Parish Council. The 
results can be seen here, but the actions were split under 4 broad headings: 

21 http://www.storrington-pc.gov.uk/Core/Storrington-
Sullington/Pages/Community_Action_Plan_1.aspx  
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“A Better Place to Live”    “Opportunities for All” 

 
“Better Health for All”       “Staying and Feeling Safe” 

 
3.8  Storrington and Sullington Parish Council also commissioned Action in rural Sussex to 
carry out a Housing Needs Survey (HNS) in October 2012.   
 
3.9  The full report can be seen here:   
..\Storrington HNS Report - December 2012 - Final Report.pdf 

3.10  At the time of the survey, there were 84 households identified as being in need of 
Affordable Housing and 7 households identified as seeking Open Market Housing. 
 
3.11  Washington Parish Council produced a Parish Plan in 200422.  This would be due for 
revisiting and refreshing, but the decision to embark on a Neighbourhood Plan, together 
with Storrington and Sullington Parish Council will go some way to addressing any 
outstanding issues from the 2004 Plan. 
 
3.12  Washington Parish Council also commissioned Action in rural Sussex to carry out a 
Housing Needs Survey (HNS) in November 2013 
The full report can be seen here:  ..\Washington HNS Report - November 2013 - draft.pdf   

3.13  The survey identified that there were 13 households in housing need who had a 
local connection and who could not afford to either purchase or rent on the open market 
 
Community Survey 

3.14  As part of the process of consulting with residents over the development of the 
Storrington, Sullington and Washington Neighbourhood Plan, the Steering Group 
developed and undertook a survey in order to gather opinions and views on the issues 
which the document should prioritise.  The survey was undertaken in May 2014 with further 
follow up consultation events in June 2014. 
 
3.15  The Parish Council(s) have published the outcome of the survey in a separate 
document but a summary of the key findings is included here: 
 
• A total of 560 responses were received to the survey. This represents a response rate to 

the survey of 13.9%. 
 
• The type of housing identified by the greatest number of respondents (390) as the 

format they would support for future development was 1 and 2 bed houses.  
 

22 
http://www.washingtonparish.org.uk/WashingtonPC/UserFiles/Files/Strategic%20Documents/Washin
gtonParishPlan2004.pdf 
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• If new homes were to be built, the format supported by the greatest number of 
respondents was Infilling or use of Brownfield sites (467), whilst 268 respondents 
supported a controlled extension of the built up area, 34 the use of Greenfield sites 
outside of the built up area and 32 ‘other’ options. 

 
• With regard to the form of any new development, those identified by the greatest 

number of those responding as acceptable now were: Several small developments 
(up to 10 homes) (285), individual homes (262), A mixture of small/medium 
developments (161), a few medium sized developments (10-25 homes) (108) and one 
large development (more than 25 homes) (34).  

 
• With regard to the form of any new development, those identified by the greatest 

number of those responding as not acceptable now were: one large development 
(more than 25 homes) (238), a few medium sized developments (10-25 homes) (131), a 
mixture of small/medium developments (87), several small developments (up to 10 
homes) (53) and individual homes (45). 
 

• With regard to the form of any new development, those identified by the greatest 
number of those responding as acceptable in the future were: several small 
developments (up to 10 homes) (301), individual homes (251), a mixture of 
small/medium developments (180), a few medium-sized developments (10-25 homes) 
(110) and one large development (more than 25 homes) (30). 

 
• With regard to the form of any new development, those identified by the greatest 

number of those responding as not acceptable in the future were: one large 
development (more than 25 homes) (231), a few medium-sized developments (10-25 
homes) (112), a mixture of small/medium developments (73), individual homes (38) 
and several small developments (up to 10 homes) (32).  

 
• Just over half of those responding (280) identified that they felt that industrial areas 

within the villages should be relocated nearer to main trunk routes, whilst 247 felt that 
they should remain within the villages. 

 
• An overwhelming number of those responding (515) identified that it was important 

that the individual villages should remain physically separated in order to maintain their 
identity, whilst 30 felt that it was not and 10 didn’t know. 

 
• In all cases the greatest numbers of those responding indicated that they didn’t know 

whether there was enough capacity at the Sixth form (44), after school facilities (41), 
pre-school (39), secondary (39), junior/intermediate (38), and primary (35). 

 
• In the following examples, the greatest number of those responding indicated that 

high priority should be given in the Neighbourhood Plan to improving the provision of: 
 Doctor’s surgeries (332) 
 Access to Accident and Emergency services (298) 
 Health care for the elderly (230) 
 Hospitals (177) 
 Palliative Care (163) 
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 Dentist’s surgeries (156) 
 
• The greatest number of those responding indicated that lower levels of importance 

(than those outlined above) should be placed in the Neighbourhood Plan on 
Pharmacy services and Opticians/Eye Care. 

 
• The top 4 issues identified by the greatest numbers of those responding as being 

elements which the Neighbourhood Plan should seek to improve were: public 
conveniences (429), Public footpaths (306), Vehicle parking facilities (282) and Cycle 
routes (214). 

 
• Just over half of those responding indicated that they agreed with the assertion that 

the Neighbourhood Plan should aim to promote the areas a tourist destination (277), 
whilst 244 would not. 

 
• An overwhelming majority of those responding (155) indicated that they used a motor 

vehicle as their primary means of commuting to work, whilst 22 walked, 16 used the 
train, 16 used other means, 8 used the bus and 7 cycled. 

 
• Those responding identified that it was very important that the Neighbourhood Plan 

should aim to protect the following: Green and Open Spaces (476), Conservation 
Areas (440), Character Houses/Buildings of architectural or historical interest (378), 
Footpaths (368), Recreation Areas (332), Community Buildings (247), Cycle paths (246) 
and Bridleways (248). 

 
• The greatest numbers of those responding indicated that they totally agreed that the 

Neighbourhood Plan should maintain or create: Local information boards/Good clear 
signage (254), Museum (193), Visitor information centre/interpretation centre (160) and 
collate local history (153). 

 
• The four themes identified by the greatest number of respondents as issues that the 

Neighbourhood Plan should address where possible were: Air Quality (434), Traffic 
(422), Anti-social behaviour (257) and Litter/Fly tipping (224). 

 
• The greatest numbers of those responding indicated that they: used Professional 

services occasionally (402), shopped for food at least twice a week (334), eat out 
occasionally (299), undertook other shopping at least once a week (230) or used the 
Library occasionally (221). 

 
• The greatest number of those responding (301) identified that they shopped in 

Storrington, whilst 77 shopped in Pulborough, 40 in Worthing, 37 gave other responses, 
35 in Horsham, 23 in Shoreham/Holmbush, 23 online or via home delivery and 6 in 
Steyning.  

 
• The greatest number of those responding (249) indicated that they would shop more 

often in Storrington if retail facilities and services were enhanced, whilst 234 indicated 
that their shopping patterns would not change, 164 that they would use other services 
in the village more, 156 that there would be no change in the services that they use, 8 
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would shop less often in Storrington and 6 would use other services in the village less 
often. 

 
• Just under two-thirds of those responding (330) indicated that they were retired, whilst 

62 work outside Storrington, Sullington or Washington but within West Sussex, 50 work 
from home, 41 at a place of business, 31 worked elsewhere, 22 were not currently 
working and 13 worked in Greater London.  

 
• The five types of employment identified by the greatest numbers of respondents as 

those which the Neighbourhood Plan should encourage were:  Farming (306), 
Shops/retail (294), Market Gardening (280), Tourism, Leisure and crafts (279) and Pubs, 
restaurants and cafes (231). 

 
• Approaching three quarters of those responding (244) identified that even if any 

employment sectors were developed in Storrington, Sullington and Washington that it 
would not encourage them to look for employment there, whilst 90 indicated that it 
would.  

 
• Of those responding to the survey, an overwhelming majority (477) indicated that they 

lived in Storrington and Sullington Parish, whilst 74 lived in Washington Parish. 
 
• Just over half of those responding were female (269) compared to 247 being male. 
 
• Approaching two-thirds of those responding to the survey (348) were aged 65 and 

over, 183 were aged between 41 and 64, 17 between 26 and 40, 2 between 17 and 25 
and 1 aged under 16. 

 
Contributions from the Neighbourhood Plan Focus Groups 

Community Facilities Focus Group 
 
3.16  Respondents identified a need to greatly improve GP Services, NHS dentistry, health 
care for the elderly and to protect emergency hospital services. Village halls need 
upgrading and more opportunities for social engagement provided particularly for the 
youth and the elderly.  
 
3.17  It is important to ensure that the choice in school places is not diminished when 
new educational plans come into force. Libraries should build on hub ideas.   Almost all 
respondents asked for good public conveniences. 
 
Economy and Business Focus Group 
 
3.18  Survey results underscored the importance of Storrington as a commercial hub. 
 
3.19  Over half of respondents named Storrington as the place they shop most 
frequently.  Critically, 46% of respondents claimed they would shop more frequently when 
enhanced retail facilities are provided, with almost one third indicating they would use 
other services in the village more frequently. 
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3.20  Local employment should be encouraged in farming, market gardening, and 
tourism/leisure.  A significant number of people work from home. 
 
Planning and Infrastructure Focus Group 
 
3.21  It is clear from results of the survey that, with adequate infrastructure, most people 
favour small developments of 1-2 bed houses to be built on brownfield sites within the 
existing boundaries of the villages.   
 
3.22  An overwhelming majority feel that it is important for the villages to remain separate 
and retain their individual identities.  Support is for houses to meet local demand and we 
now have clear guidelines for the formation of our plan. 
 
Environment, Heritage and Local Knowledge Focus Group 
 
3.23  The survey results indicate strongly that green and open spaces together with 
conservation areas are highly valued.  Along with characterful houses and buildings of 
architectural or historical interest they should be protected, in particular where building 
schemes are proposed. 
 
3.24  Clear, concise signage and information boards would benefit local residents and 
maximise tourist potential. 
 
3.25  It was felt that the Neighbourhood Plan should support measures to improve air 
quality and traffic congestion. 
 
Transport and Accessibility Focus Group 
 
3.26  Survey results show residents’ main concerns are air pollution/traffic congestion and 
HGVs travelling through Storrington. Heavy congestion demonstrates an urgent 
requirement for upgrading the Arundel and Worthing bypasses. 
 

• Speeding to be reduced by enforcing limits. 
 

• There is a need for a coherent, “joined-up” public transport system with North/South 
meeting East/West buses and trains. 
 

• Also expressed were concerns regarding safe footways and road crossings 
including puffin crossings in village centres.  
 

• There is a requirement for safe cycling routes.  
 

Storrington & Sullington and Washington Neighbourhood Plan – Condensed Community 
Survey – key findings. 

3.27  In an effort to target a wider variety of age groups, further consultation events took 
place at the two primary schools in the designated area, and at the Storrington Village 
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day.  The original community survey was condensed to a shorter version and a total of 38 
responses were received, increasing the overall response rate to surveys by 0.9% to 14.8%. 
 
3.28  The type of housing identified by the greatest proportion of respondents as the 
format they would support for future development was 1 and 2 bed houses (22 responses). 
If new homes were to be built, the format supported by the greatest proportion of 
respondents was Infilling or use of Brownfield sites (27) whilst 15 of respondents supported a 
controlled extension of the built up area, 1 person suggested the use of Greenfield sites. 
 
With regard to the form of any new development, those identified by the greatest 
proportion of those responding as acceptable now were: several small developments (up 
to 10 homes) (20 respondents), individual homes (15) a mixture of small/medium.  (8) a few 
medium sized developments (10-25 homes) (6) and one large development (more than 25 
homes) (2). 
 
3.29  With regard to the form of any new development, those identified by the greatest 
proportion of those responding as acceptable in the future were: several small 
developments (up to 10 homes) (11), individual homes (10), a mixture of small/medium 
developments (9), a few medium-sized developments (10-25 homes) (8) and one large 
development (6). 
 
3.30  Just over half of those responding (18) identified that they felt that industrial areas 
within the villages should be relocated nearer to main trunk routes, whilst 15 felt that they 
should remain within the villages. 
 
3.31  An overwhelming majority of those responding (32) identified that it was important 
that the individual villages should remain physically separated in order to maintain their 
identity, whilst 6 felt that it was not. 
 
3.32  The top 4 issues identified by the greatest proportion of those responding as being 
elements which the Neighbourhood Plan should seek to improve were: cycle routes (22), 
public conveniences (20) skate/bike park facilities (19) public footpaths (14) and vehicle 
parking facilities (14). 
 
3.33  A majority of those responding identified that it was very important that the 
Neighbourhood Plan should aim to protect the following: Conservation Areas (31), Green 
and open spaces (30), recreation areas (28), character houses/buildings of architectural 
or historical interest (24), footpaths (21), community buildings (20), bridleways (20) and 
cycle paths (18). 
 
3.34  The five types of employment identified by the greatest proportion of respondents 
as those which the Neighbourhood Plan should encourage were: tourism, leisure and 
crafts (21) farming (18), shops/retail (18), catering, food and drink production (17), pubs, 
restaurants and cafes (16), community services (16) and market gardening (12). 
 
3.35  Of those responding to the survey, an overwhelming majority (34) indicated that 
they lived in Storrington and Sullington Parish, whilst 4 lived in Washington Parish. 21 of 
those responding were female, 16 were male. 
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3.36  The majority of those responding to the survey were aged between 26 - 40 (18) with 
10 aged 41-64, 6 were between 17-25, 1 was under 16 and 1 was aged 65+. 
 
Storrington & Sullington Parish Design Statement (July 2010) 
 
3.37 The Parish Design Statement for Storrington and Sullington was prepared to be used 
as guidance by planners, architects and developers to help inform the design of 
development within the villages, in terms of their distinctive character, materials and 
setting. It has been adopted by Horsham District Council as a Supplementary Planning 
Document and as such is a material consideration in considering planning applications.  
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4. The Planning Context 
 
4.1  The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) published by the Government in 2012 
and the National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG) of March 2014 are important guides 
in preparation of neighbourhood development plans. At examination, the submitted 
SSWNP must demonstrate that it is consistent with the policies and intent of the NPPF and 
NPPG. 
 
4.2  In relation to Storrington, Sullington and Washington, the development plan for 
Horsham currently comprises the saved policies of the adopted: 
 

• 2007 Horsham District Core Strategy Development Plan Document (DPD) 
• 2007 Horsham District General Development Control Policies DPD 
• 2007 Horsham District Site Specific Allocations of Land DPD 
• 2007 Horsham District Proposals Map 

 
4.3  There are also the following relevant Supplementary Planning Documents (SPD): 
 

• 2007 Planning Obligations 
• 2009 Facilitating Appropriate Development 

 
4.4  The Horsham District Planning Framework (HDPF) will replace all the above documents. 
The Proposed Submission version was published by HDC in May 2014 and may be adopted 
in 2015. The precise timing of the respective examinations of the SSWNP and HDPF is not 
yet known. They may coincide or the SSWNP may be examined prior to the HDPF. In which 
case, the SSWNP will at the very least have to be in general conformity with the saved 
strategic policies of the 2007 plans and will at least have to take account of the reasoning 
and evidence of the emerging HDPF, if not its strategic policies if the two plans are 
examined concurrently. 
 
4.5 The first South Downs National Park Local Plan has commenced and an Options 
Consultation document was published by the SDNPA earlier in 2014. The SSWNP will be 
examined prior to the examination of this Local Plan and therefore the relevant saved 
2007 policies will be considered in respect of that part of the parish inside the National 
Park.  
 
National Planning Policy Framework 
 
4.6  The NPPF contains a number of key policy principles that will shape the SSWNP. These 
are itemised below: 
 

• The presumption in favour of sustainable development (para. 14) 
• The role of NDPs (16) 
• Setting local parking standards (39) 
• Boosting the supply of housing (47) 
• Delivering a wide choice of high quality homes (50) 
• The quality of development (58) 
• Promoting healthy communities (69) 
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• The designation of Local Green Spaces (76/77) 
• Conserving and enhancing the natural environment (109-115) 
• Conserving and enhancing the historic environment (126-141) 
• Neighbourhood plans (183-185) 

 
4.7  The principles in section 4.6 are those of most relevance to the SSWNP but many 
other principles in the framework will have some bearing on the preparation of the 
document in due course. 
 
National Planning Practice Guidance 
 
4.8 The NPPG was published in March 2014 and contains a series of guidance 
statements of importance to the preparation of neighbourhood plans, notably: 
 

• What communities can use neighbourhood planning for (ID 41-002) 
• What should a neighbourhood plan address (ID 41-004) 
• Must a community ensure its neighbourhood plan is deliverable (ID 41-005) 
• Can a neighbourhood plan come forward before an up-to-date Local Plan is in 

place (ID 41-009) 
• What evidence is needed to support a neighbourhood plan (ID 41-040) 
• How should the policies in a neighbourhood plan be drafted (ID 41-041) 
• Can a neighbourhood plan allocate sites for development (ID 41-042) 
• Should a neighbourhood plan consider infrastructure (ID 41-045) 
• What is meant by general conformity (ID 41-074) 
• What is meant by strategic policies (ID 41-075) 
• What are the relevant EU obligations (ID 41-078) 
• Does a neighbourhood plan require a strategic environmental assessment (ID 11-

028) 
• How does the five year housing supply relate to neighbourhood planning (ID 3-041) 
• How can neighbourhood plans use housing need guidance (ID 2a-007) 
• Design – good plan and policy formulation (ID 26-031) 
• Local Green Space designation (ID 37-005 – ID37-022) 
• How should viability be assessed in plan making (ID 10-005 – ID 10-015) 

 
4.9  The NPPG has replaced the majority of previous national planning guidance and it 
is expected that it will be regularly updated. 
 
The Core Strategy and other DPDs (2007) 
 
4.10  There are a number of saved policies of the 2007 DPDs that remain especially 
relevant to the SSWNP. In Table E are listed these policies with a brief commentary on the 
issues for the SSWNP to take into account. All SSWNP policies and proposals will be 
expected to be well-evidenced as a matter of course. 
 

No. 
 

Saved Policy Policy Extract and Commentary 

CP5 Built-Up Area 
and Previously 

“Priority will be given to locating new development 
within … towns and villages which have been 
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Developed Land defined built-up areas … the boundaries of the 
following built-up areas are defined on the 
Proposals Map: 
 
Category 1 Settlements: towns and villages with a 
good range of services and facilities as well as 
some access to public transport – capable of 
sustaining some expansion, infilling and 
redevelopment - Storrington/Sullington 
 
Category 2 Settlements: villages with a more 
limited level of services which should 
accommodate only small scale development or 
minor extensions that address specific local needs 
- Washington 
 
The emphasis will be on the reuse of suitable 
previously developed land for housing. ‘Local 
need’ … will be assessed on the basis of the 
contribution to meeting identified local 
requirements for housing, including affordable 
housing, the retention or enhancement of 
community facilities and services, and the extent 
to which the addition of new development will not 
reinforce unsustainable patterns.” 
 
The SSWNP may review the settlement boundary 
of the settlements. It also provides the basis on 
which to begin the assessment of the scale and 
type of development that is appropriate in the 
parishes. The emerging HDPF will be adopted in 
due course and its settlement hierarchy should be 
taken into account alongside this policy. 
 

CP8 
 

Small Scale 
‘Greenfield’ Sites 

“Beyond this (the Site Specific Allocations of Land 
Development Plan Document) provision, 
permission will only exceptionally be granted 
where additional local, social or economic needs 
arise or where development would result in 
substantial environmental enhancement 
compatible with the character of the location.” 
 
This reinforces Policy CP5 in relation to the scale 
and type of development that is appropriate in 
the SSWNP area.  
 

CP11 Employment 
Sites and 

More efficient use should be made of existing sites 
and premises which are not fully used because 
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Premises they are unsuited to modern business needs. 
Development which would result in a loss of 
existing employment sites or premises … will not be 
permitted where their retention is justified by the 
need to protect the stock of premises in the area 
and minimise the development of greenfield sites. 
 
This policy enables the SSWNP to review existing 
employment sites in the town to determine if their 
relocation and redevelopment for other purposes 
may be justified. 
  

CP12 Meeting Housing 
Needs 

“Development should provide a mix of housing 
sizes, types and tenures to meet the needs of the 
District’s communities. Provision should particularly 
be made for smaller homes to meet the needs of 
existing and new households. In settlements with a 
population of less than 3,000, permission will only 
be granted for schemes providing 100% affordable 
housing unless it is demonstrated that market 
housing is required under Policies CP5 or CP8.  In 
such cases the target of 40% provision will apply to 
development of five dwellings or more (or on sites 
of 0.16 hectare and above).” 
 
This policy together with the SSWNP Housing Needs 
Survey will help inform the future housing principles 
and to determine the level of affordable housing in 
the Neighbourhood Plan area. The recent Housing 
Needs Survey show a need for housing for people 
with a local connection, 84 in Storrington & 
Sullington and 13 in Washington. 
 

CP14 Protection and 
Enhancement of 
Community 
Facilities and 
Services 

“New or improved community facilities or services 
will be encouraged in order to enrich the overall 
quality of the life within the District and, particularly, 
where they meet the identified needs of the local 
communities.” 
 
This policy enables the SSWNP to safeguard 
community facilities or services and the parish may 
wish to identify premises that are of community 
value. 
 

CP15 Rural Strategy “Appropriate development within the smaller towns 
and villages will be considered positively where it 
can be show the support their role in acting as a 
focus for meeting rural community needs. In the 
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countryside, development which maintain the 
quality and character of the area whilst sustaining 
its varied and productive social and economic 
activity will be supported in principle.” 
 
This policy encourages suitable development in the 
country side to enhance the social and economic 
activities. 
 

CP17 Vitality and 
Viability of 
Existing Centres 

The vitality of the existing retail centres within the 
District will be maintained and enhanced, in 
accordance with their identified role, through a 
combination of promotional or physical 
improvement measures and addressing retail 
development in the following ways: 
 

a. Permitting appropriate new retail proposals 
b. Limiting proposals within existing town 

centres to under 2,500 square metres gross 
floorspace unless the relevant criteria in 
PPS6 are met; 

c. Restricting retail development, except 
extensions under 200 square metres gross 
floorspace, outside the defined centres 
unless the relevant  criteria in PPS6 are met; 

d. The definition in the General Development 
Control Policies document of Retail 
Frontages in …Storrington: 

e. Controlling change of use from A1 (retail) to 
A2 (financial and professional services, A3 
(restaurants and cafes), A4 (drinking 
establishments), A5 (hot food takeaway) or 
residential at ground floor level within the 
defined Primary and Secondary Retail 
Frontage, and within neighbourhood /village 
locations. 

 
This policy enables the SSWNP to review the 
boundaries of the village centre and to determine 
the appropriate mix of village centre and non-
village centre uses, together with any other 
relevant planning policies to support the vitality 
and viability of the village centres. 
 

CP19 Managing Travel 
Demand and 
Widening 
Choice of 

Priority will be given to schemes that: maintain and 
improve the existing transport system, including 
road and rail, and enhance the facilities for 
pedestrians, including those with reduced mobility, 
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Transport and other users such as equestrians and cyclists… 
 
The SSWNP may use this policy to better fit the 
circumstances in the SSWNP area and to manage 
the pollution issues in Storrington village centre. 
 

 
Table E: Summary of Horsham District Core Strategy 2007 Policies 

 
4.11  It should be noted that the policies in the table above are for general application 
across the Horsham District and that the emerging strategic policies are considered 
alongside these. 
 
4.12  The following policies of the 2007 General Development Control Policies DPD apply 
only to the SSWNP area that is within the Horsham District Council: 
 

• DC1 Countryside protection and Enhancement  
• DC2 Landscape Character 
• DC4 Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty  
• DC5 Site of Special Scientific Interest and Site of Natural Conservation Importance 
• DC7 Areas at Risk of Flooding 
• DC9 Development Principles 
• DC10 Sites of Archaeological Importance 
• DC11 Historic park or Garden 
• DC12 Conservation Area  
• DC13 Listed Buildings  
• DC15 Heath Common Character Area 
• DC19 Employment Protection Zones  
• DC21 Protection of Existing Open Space, Sport and Recreation Facilities 
• DC30 Rural Exception Sites 
• DC34 Primary Shopping Areas and Frontages 
• DC36 Change of use within defined town and village centres 

 
4.13  The Site Specific Allocations of Land DPD identifies the AL1, AL10, AL11, AL18 and 
AL19 policies and proposals in the SSWNP area. Most of these allocations have been 
saved and can be found on the proposed submission plan proposals map. Many have 
been granted consent and have been implemented (as detailed below). 
 
Site Specific Allocations of Land DPD 2007 

4.14  All the sites below have been developed since the adoption of the Site Specific 
Allocations of Land DPD 2007 apart from policy AL11, the RAFA Site, Sullington. 
 

• Policy AL 1 – Previously Developed Land 
Planning permission will be granted for residential development on previously 
developed land in built-up-areas if the proposals comply with the principles for 
Category 1 and 2 settlements set out in Policy CP5 of the Core Strategy (2007) and 
with the other strategy principles (including affordable housing) or development 
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control policy requirements set out in the Core Strategy and General Development 
Control Policies Development Plan Document. 
 
In support of this policy the following sites with capacity for 10 or more dwellings 
have been identified for residential development: 

 
o Abbey House, Ravenscroft, Storrington -24 dwellings. Already developed. 
o Birklands, Kithurst Lane, Storrington – 15 dwellings. Already developed. 
o Foxmead, Meadowside, Storrington – 30 dwellings. Already developed. 
o Mogren House, Amberley Road, Storrington – 14 dwellings. Already 

developed. 
o Belamys Garage, London Road, Washington – 11dwellings. Already 

developed. 
 

• Policy AL 10 - St Joseph’s Abbey, Storrington 
Land amounting to 1.1 hectares is allocated for residential development, open 
space and car parking. At a density of 30 dwellings per hectare, this site is 
expected to accommodate around 25 dwellings. 
 
Development will be subject to the following: 

 
o high quality layout and design which respects and enhances the character 

of the Storrington Conservation Area and the setting of St Joseph's Abbey; 
o the provision of car parking spaces for use by St Mary's Church and the 

community; 
o the provision of a publicly accessible garden adjacent to the frontage with 

Church Street; 
o the retention of the stone boundary walls to Church Street and Browns Lane 

(other than where access is required) and provision made for their long-term 
maintenance; 

o the retention of the Moorish doorway into Browns Lane and provision made 
for its long-term maintenance; 

o a satisfactory means of access from Church Street to be agreed and 
provided before any development commences including the consideration 
of possible traffic calming measures in Church Street; 

o improvements to cycle and pedestrian links from the site; and 
o a full archaeological assessment to be carried out before development 

commences. 
 

• Policy AL 11 - RAFA Site, Sullington 
Land amounting to 0.5 hectares is allocated for an extension to the existing RAFA 
site. At a density of 30 dwellings per hectare, this site is expected to accommodate 
a maximum of 15 dwellings. Development will be subject to the following: 

 
o the provision of retirement housing for use in conjunction with the existing 

retirement home complex, with access to the site being provided from the 
road into the main site; 
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o sensitive design of the scheme to reflect the site's relatively prominent 
location; 

o noise attenuation measures including buffer planting along the A283; 
o retention of the existing mature hedgerows and additional boundary 

planting to the east; and 
o further investigation of the stability of the sandpit to the south of the site and 

any necessary mitigation measures. 
 

 
 

 
 

Plan B: Horsham Core Strategy 2007 Proposals Map: Storrington & Sullington Inset 
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1. POLICY AL 18 - Meadowside, Storrington 
Land amounting to 0.1 hectare is allocated for use as a long term car park. 

 
2. POLICY AL 19 - Sandgate Park, Sullington  

The Council will seek to secure the Sandgate Park area, as shown on the Proposals 
Map, for the formation of a Country Park as soon as it is practical to do so, taking 
into account the requirements for mineral extraction. Proposals that could assist in 
the formation of the country park will be encouraged. Development proposals not 
directly associated with mineral extraction that could prejudice the formation of the 
Country Park will not be permitted. 
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Plan C: Horsham Core Strategy 2007 Proposals Map: Washington Inset 
 

 
4.15  For Washington, the Proposals Map (seen in Plan F) identifies the built up area 
boundary in the parish, the South Downs National Park, the Conservation Area and the 
Listed Buildings. The allocated site for housing development/mixed use has been 
developed. 
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4.16  In the emerging Horsham District Planning Framework (see below), the Proposals 
Map excludes Washington as it is located within the South Downs National Park and is 
therefore no longer part of the HDC settlement hierarchy. In due course, the settlement 
will appear on the Proposals Map of the SDNPA Local Plan. 
 
Storrington Old Mill Drive Diamond Planning Brief (2008) 

4.17  This brief was adopted as a Supplementary Document by Horsham District Council 
in June 2008. It sets out 15 development principles to guide development on a more site- 
specific basis and to better link the site at Old Mill Drive with the rest of Storrington.  
 
The Horsham District Planning Framework, Proposed Submission (2014) 
 
4.18  The Proposed Submission version of the Horsham District Planning Framework, 
(HDPF) was published for a period of representation on the 16 May 2014. The plan will then 
be examined. Given this timing, the HDPF provides an important indication of the direction 
of future strategic planning and development management policy in the District, of which 
the SSWNP should be mindful.  
 
4.19  The HDPF has included three strategic allocations, SD1, SD2 and SD3, none of which 
are close to the SSW area. It expects other site specific allocations of land will be 
allocated by neighbourhood plans rather than as a separate Site Specific Allocation DPD. 
 
4.20  The vision for the Horsham District Planning Framework will be:  
 

“… a dynamic District where people care and where individuals from all 
backgrounds can get involved in their communities and share the benefits of a 
District that enjoys a high quality of life … the District has retained its remote but not 
isolated, rural identity and villages their separate, distinctive and varied characters 
and have been able to accommodate appropriate development for local people 
and to support the community.” (para 3.5 & 3.8) 

 
4.21  Of its strategic objectives, the following are especially relevant to the SSWNP: 
 

“1: Ensure that future development in the District is based on sustainable 
development principles that strike the correct balance between economic, social 
and environmental priorities and delivers living, working and balanced communities 
which contribute to community cohesion.  
 
5: To promote a living and working rural economy where employment opportunities 
exist which reduce the need for residents to travel including reducing commuting 
distances, and facilitate and promote innovation in business including such as high 
speed broadband. 
 
6: Provide a range of housing developments across the District that: delivers the 
target number of new homes; respects the scale of existing places; and so far as is 
possible caters for the needs of all residents, including the delivery of a range of 
housing sizes and types including affordable housing.  
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Plan D: Horsham District Council Preferred Strategy 2013 - Key Diagram  

 
7: To locate new development in sustainable locations that respect environmental 
capacity and which have appropriate infrastructure, services and facilities in place 
or where these can realistically be provided; and to encourage the appropriate re-
use of brownfield sites in sustainable locations.  
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10: Identify and preserve the unique landscape character and the contribution that 
this makes to the setting of rural villages and towns and ensure that new 
development minimises the impact on the countryside.” (para 3.14) 

 
4.22  The Proposed Submission “seeks to be relevant and unique and meet the 
objectively identified needs of Horsham District”. It also sets the scene and allows for 
communities to “develop their own, more detailed, local Neighbourhood Plans to meet 
the needs of their community as they see fit and has regard to the wider area beyond the 
District boundary” (para 3.15) 
 
4.23  It states that, “villages have the potential to address identified local needs and 
limited development should be pursued to meet these needs and support rural services 
and infrastructure. However, a balance needs to be struck between environmental 
constraints and fundamentally altering local character … in the future the needs of local 
areas can be met, hopefully building on this existing work through the new 
Neighbourhood Planning system” (para 3.24) 
 
4.24  The document contains a number of strategic and development management 
policies that provide an insight into the direction of future local planning policy, for the 
SSWNP to consider. Some of these can be seen on the Proposals Map Insets (Plan H and 
J). 
 

• DP 2 Strategic development 
• DP 3 Development hierarchy 
• DP 4 Settlement expansion 
• DP 9 Rural economic development 
• DP 11 Vitality and viability of existing retail centres (note: Storrington is one of the six 

settlements identified as secondary centres) 
• DP 14 Housing provision 
• DP 15 Meeting local housing needs 
• DP 19 Rural workers accommodation 
• DP 23 Environmental protection (note: this policy is very specific to Storrington and 

Cowfold as these are the only two areas in the district that have been declared Air 
Quality Management Areas) 

• DP 24 The natural environment and district character 
• DP 25 Countryside protection 
• DP 26 Settlement coalescence 
• DP 29 Protected landscapes (South Downs National Park) 
• DP 30 Green infrastructure and biodiversity 
• DP 32 Development principles 
• DP 33 Cultural and heritage assets 
• DP 37 Flooding 
• DP 38 Infrastructure provision 
• DP 42 Community facilities, leisure and recreation 
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Plan E: Horsham District Proposed Submission Plan Proposals Map – Storrington & Sullington 
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Plan F: Horsham District Proposed Submission Plan Proposals Map Inset – Storrington 

4.25  Of these policies, three are especially important. Firstly, Draft Policy 3 identifies 
Storrington & Sullington as a ‘Small Towns and Larger Villages’ in the settlement hierarchy 
of the District. They are defined as having “a settlement with a good range of services and 
facilities, strong community networks and local employment provision, together with 
reasonable rail and / or bus services. The settlements act as hubs for smaller villages to 
meet their daily needs, but also have some reliance on larger settlements / each other to 
meet some of their requirements.” (Policy 3). 
 
4.26  In the supporting text to the Draft Policy 3 it states that the policy “seeks to ensure 
development takes place in a manner that ensures that the settlement pattern and the 
rural landscape character for the District is retained and enhanced, but still enables 
settlements to develop in order for them to continue to grow and thrive. The mechanism 
by which this will be achieved is through the designation of built-up area boundaries and 
the planned expansion of existing settlements through the Local Plan or Neighbourhood 
Planning.” (para 4.6)  
 
4.27  Secondly, Policy 4 supports the expansion of built-up area boundaries in order to 
meet the need identified in the local area. These can be expanded through a 
Neighbourhood Plan where it adjoins the existing settlement boundary, is appropriate in 
scale  and function, meet the identified local needs, does not conflict with the 
development strategy of the area and that the land is within an existing defensible 
boundary where the landscape and townscape character is preserved. This policy will 
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help the SSWNP set its site allocation assessment criteria in order to find the most suitable 
sites for development.  
 
4.28  Thirdly, Draft Policy 14 establishes the proposed housing provision for the District 
from 2011 to 2031. It requires that at least 1500 homes are provided outside of the 
proposed strategic allocations, with 750 to be allocated through windfall sites and 750 to 
be allocated in accordance with the settlement hierarchy and through Neighbourhood 
Plans. The policy does not specify how this number will be apportioned across the 
settlement hierarchy of Draft Policy 3.  
 
4.29  Although the settlement hierarchy is unlikely to change as the HDPF proceeds 
through completion and examination, the preferred housing provision strategy may 
change. The SSWNP may therefore use the reasoning and evidence of the hierarchy and, 
to an extent, the 750 homes total provision number, to help determine its own housing 
policies. 
 
4.30  There are a number of allocations saved from the Core Strategy 2007 that can be 
found on the latest version of the Storrington & Sullington Inset of the Proposals Map in Plan 
H: 

• AL1 Previously Developed Land  
o Abbey House, Ravenscroft, Storrington  
o Birklands, Kithurst Lane, Storrington  
o Mogren House, Amberley Road, Storrington  

• AL10 St Joseph’s Abbey, Storrington (small scale greenfield allocation) 
• AL11 RAFA Site, Sullington (small scale greenfield allocation) 

 
Storrington and Thakeham Joint Consultation Area 

4.31  Rydon College and the Davies Estate is located in the parish of Thakeham in close 
proximity to the SSWNP area. As such the two Neighbourhood Plan areas of Thakeham 
and of Storrington, Sullington & Washington have agreed that there will be a joint 
consultation area straddling the two NDP’s around where the college is located to ensure 
representation from both. The three parish chairmen have signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding and are working together to ensure a consistent planning approach to the 
area. 
 
Storrington Traffic Management - Options Appraisal (2013) 

4.32  In December of 2010, part of Storrington village was declared as an Air Quality 
Management Area (AQMA). This was due to the excess national air quality levels of 
nitrogen dioxide (NO2) in locations where local residents may be exposed. Air quality 
assessments made by the Horsham District Council have identified that the emissions from 
road traffic is the main cause of these high levels. 
 
4.33  An Action Plan has been made to conquer this and one element of this is *the 
consideration of the traffic management scenarios that could reduce the emission from 
traffic in the village.   
 

• According to Horsham District Council’s website, a 12 month Low Emission Zone 
(LEZ) trial started in May 2014 in Storrington. This was commissioned by the Horsham 
District Council in partnership with WSCC, Storrington & Sullington Parish Council 
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and the Sussex Air Quality Partnership. The purpose of the trial is to test whether a 
Low Emission Zone would be an effective way in reducing the air pollution in 
Storrington. 

 
Plan G: Horsham District Council - Storrington Air Quality Management Area 

 
 
Community Infrastructure Levy 
 
4.34  In addition, HDC is preparing its Community Infrastructure Levy Charging Schedule. 
The Levy will complement its Local Plan and will replace the adopted 2007 Planning 
Obligations DPD, which remains the means by which HDC will secure funding from 
development schemes to contribute to investment in supporting infrastructure in the 
meantime. 
 
4.35  The Council is currently working on the Preliminary Draft Charging Schedule which is 
due to be published for consultation later this year.  
 
Neighbourhood Development Orders & Community Right to Build Orders 
 
4.36  The Localism Act 2011 enables local communities to make orders that grant 
planning permission for specified types of development. Although not essential, it is 
expected that the process of preparing a Neighbourhood Plan will provide an opportunity 
to the Parish Councils to propose, consult on and make an order in accordance with the 
regulations. 
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4.37  A Neighbourhood Development Order could identify types of development (that 
would require planning permission) in all or part of the parish areas and grant consent. This 
could, for example, provide for the SSWNP to propose change of uses from a retail to a 
business use in the village centre. 
 
4.38  A Community Right to Build Order, which is a more specific type of Neighbourhood 
Development Order, could grant consent for a specific development proposal in the 
parish promoted by the Parish Councils as qualifying bodies. This could, for example, 
enable the Parish Councils in the SSWNP to propose a local housing scheme on land in the 
parishes. In both cases, the orders can only be made by HDC as local planning authority 
once the SSWNP has been examined, subject to a referendum and adopted. 
 
South Downs National Park 
 
4.39  A significant part of the open countryside of the SSW Neighbourhood Area lies 
within the South Downs National Park (SDNP) as seen in Plan A marked in blue hatch. The 
South Downs National Park became the organisation with the statutory responsibility of 
writing planning policy for the National Park area on 1 April 2011. 
 
4.40  The Local Plan for the area is expected to be adopted in the Spring of 2017, and in 
working towards this plan, the SDNP published its Local plan - Options Consultation 
Document in February 2014. This document is currently out for consultation and once the 
responses have been received and analysed, the authority will produce the Preferred 
Options Document, which is the first draft of the Local Plan. 
 
4.41  The Vision for the SDNP by 2050 set out in the Options Consultation Document is as 
follows; 
 

• the iconic English lowland landscapes and heritage will have been 
conserved and greatly enhanced. These inspirational and distinctive 
places, where people live, work, farm and relax, are adapting well to 
the impacts of climate change and other pressures;  

 
• people will understand, value, and look after the vital natural services 

that the National Park provides. Large areas of high-quality and well-
managed habitat will form a network supporting wildlife throughout 
the landscape;  

 
• opportunities will exist for everyone to discover, enjoy, understand and 

value the National Park and its special qualities. The relationship 
between people and landscape will enhance their lives and inspire 
them to become actively involved in caring for it and using its 
resources more responsibly;  

 
• its special qualities will underpin the economic and social well-being 

of the communities in and around it, which will be more self-sustaining 
and empowered to shape their own future. Its villages and market 
towns will be thriving centres for residents, visitors and businesses and 
supporting the wider rural community;  
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• successful farming, forestry, tourism and other business activities within 
the National Park will actively contribute to, and derive economic 
benefit from, its unique identity and special qualities. 

 
4.42  Out of the many issues discussed in the SDNP Local Plan Options Consultation there 
are a number specifically relevant to the SSWNP. 
 
4.43  Firstly, the village of Washington has been identified as a Tier 4 settlement in the 
South Downs National Park Settlement Hierarchy Study. The proposed approach to this 
type of settlement is to: 
 

• Include a policy whereby development on brownfield land and other sites within 
the existing built-up area /settlement boundary of Tier 4 settlements will normally be 
allowed.  

• Ensure housing development will be for affordable and local housing needs only.  
• Ensure there would be a presumption in favour of community facilities, small-scale 

retail development and business units, including live-work housing, and against the 
loss of such facilities.  

• Ensure that, unless reviewed through Neighbourhood Plans, current settlement 
boundaries in Tier 4 villages will be incorporated into the Local Plan unchanged.  

• Ensure that where there is no existing settlement boundary, and a Neighbourhood 
Plan is not proposed, the Local Plan will propose a settlement boundary, in close 
consultation with the community.  

 
4.44  Secondly, as Washington has been identified as being a Tier 4 settlement it is 
unlikely that the SDNP Local Plan will set a specific housing number for the village. In 
regard to sites, where a site may be put forward for development outside but on the edge 
of the Park, in places such as Storrington and Sullington, the SDNP Local Plan will have no 
say in the development of that site or its setting. However there are options as to how to 
deal with sites within the National Park but on the edge of settlements outside it.  
 
4.45  The SDNP Local Plan therefore proposes a policy that will only permit development 
on land within the National Park, adjoining settlements situated just outside the boundary; 
 

• where it follows a comprehensive landscape assessment of the whole settlement 
• where it can be demonstrated that it will not have an adverse landscape impact 

and enhances the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage 
• where it can be demonstrated that there is no other suitable, developable and 

deliverable site outside or within the National Park to meet the objectively assessed 
need; and 

• where it can be demonstrated that other suitable, developable and deliverable 
sites around the settlement have a greater impact on the National Park’s 
landscape.  

 
4.46  With regard to leisure, education, retail and employment uses, the SDNP Local Plan 
may be more restrictive on such developments in the SDNP should there be villages close 
by or adjoining the park that may provide these uses. In places like Washington, where the 
village is closer to the boundary, the settlements appear to be more reliant on the 
adjoining villages and towns outside the Park.  
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Other Strategies, Plans & Studies 
 
4.47  There are a number of other strategies, plans and studies that may influence the 
NPNP. All form part of the evidence base of the Horsham District Planning Framework and 
therefore have some relevance to the parish. Their key points of relevance to the parish 
are summarised here: 
 
Horsham Settlement Sustainability Review (2014) 
 
4.48  HDC has divided the settlements in the district into two categories in order to 
allocate the most sustainable locations for development. Storrington and Sullington has 
been identified as a Category 1 Settlement and together as one of the larger settlements 
in the south of Horsham District. Over half of its population is 50+ and a fourth are over 65. 
Horsham District’s highest percentage of people both working and living in the village are 
in Storrington & Sullington, nearly 40%. Most of the rest of the workforce commute to the 
south coast.  There is a wide range of facilities and services in the village such as shops, 
primary school, Middle school and a GP surgery. There is a strong sense of community with 
a wide range of societies and clubs. 
 
4.49  The review notes that “there are limited public transport links however they are 
better than in most areas in the District with some fairly frequent services to Pulborough. 
The local community are campaigning to reduce the impact that climate change has on 
the surrounding area. The South Downs National Park is just to the south of the settlement 
and the village has been identified as having problems with pollution. There is a need to 
improve the public services as most rely on using their car and add to the pollution 
problems in the village. New services and facilities may also be required for the older 
population.” 
 
Horsham Landscape Character Assessment (2014)  
 
4.50  This report identifies 32 character areas throughout the district. Most of the district is 
undeveloped with a very rural character and most of the settlements are well-integrated 
to this setting with the help of mature trees and hedges. Out of the 32 character areas 
identified, 22 were found sensitive to change whereas the rest were considered being of 
moderate sensitivity.  
 
4.51  The main issues and potentially leading to a negative change of the character 
areas are: 
 

• loss of trees and hedges due to declining land management; 
• tall structures such as masts (especially in the South Downs National Park (SDNP)), 

altering the visual aspect of the countryside; 
• increased traffic, especially on the A24, A29 and the A283; 
• loss of rural character in settlements through road network changes, lighting, close 

boarded fences etc.; 
• engineered flood defences; and 
• large scale development. 

 
4.52  The Character Areas identified in the parishes of Storrington & Sullington and 
Washington are; 
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For the Southern part of the SSWNP area; 
 

• A2 Amberley to Steyning Downs 
This location is the most southern part of the SSWNP area and is the northern end of 
the South Downs National Park. With the area’s open underdeveloped character 
and exposed hilltops, it is assessed as highly sensitive to change.  
 

• B1 Upper Findon Valley 
This area is located in the middle of the ridge that forms the A2 Character Area. This 
smaller area is distinguished by the A24 which has significant visual and noise 
impacts on the area, horse grazing and a disused chalk quarry. The valley floor is of 
moderate sensitivity to change due to its enclosure, the eastern valleyside is of high 
sensitivity to change as it is more exposed. 
 

• C2 Washington to Steyning Scarp 
The Washington to Steyning Scarp is situated north of the two previously mentioned 
areas. Is has a winding outline with very steep slopes and is mostly covered by 
woodlands, apart from a large combe of extensive open chalk grassland. 
There are some features of historic importance such as the Chanctonbury Ring Iron 
Age fort, prehistoric cross dykes and small historic chalk pits. The overall sensitivity to 
change in the area is high due to the topography and landscape qualities. 
 

• C3 Amberley to Sullington Scarp 
The Amberley to Sullington Scarp is situated north west of the previously mentioned 
areas and again consists of steep slopes and undulating ridgelines. The hills of 
Kithurst and Sullington are distinctive high points. The landscape as the other areas 
is a mixture of sloping woodland and open combed grasslands. The overall 
sensitivity to change is again high due to the landscape qualities and the 
topography. What does stand out in this area are the panoramic views of Adur 
Valley, Parham Park and the woods and heaths around Storrington. 
 

• D1 Amberley to Steyning Farmland 
The Amberley to Steyning farmland stretches across and north of the other areas 
mentioned. It is different to the others as it has small north flowing streams and 
rolling farmlands with the steep slopes to the south. The sensitivity to change is high 
in the area due to openness of the landscape by the foot of the scarp and the 
area’s small field historic field patterns in the vale. 

 
For the Northern part of the SSWNP area; 
 

• E1 Parham and Storrington Wooded Farmlands and Heaths 
The character area consists of rolling landforms and sandy ridges. The area has 
sand and gravel extraction and extensive pine and oak birch woodland, linear 
strips of woods and small areas of heathland including *the Sullington Warren Golf 
course and the historic parkland of Parham Park. Although the area is very close to 
Storrington village, its surroundings have a very rural quality and the ancient 
hedgerows are a very important feature. As in the other character areas covering 
the parishes, the sensitivity to change is high in this case due to the landscape 
qualities and the views of the escarpment to the south. 
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*According to the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, there is no Golf Course in 
Sullington Warren 

 
 

Plan H: Horsham District Landscape Character Areas  
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Plan I: Horsham District Landscape Development Capacity – Storrington and Chiltington 

 
Horsham Landscape Capacity Assessment (2013) 
 
4.53  This study aims to inform the landscape capacity for housing and employment in 
the district which will inform the criteria for suitable sites for housing development. Part one 
of the study assesses the Category 1 settlements to which Storrington belongs. These types 
of settlements have been identified for the capacity of Large Scale Housing Development 
and large scale employment development which have been defined as follows: 
 

“Large Scale Housing Development- Housing development of approximately 150 or 
more dwellings associated with urban extensions or new settlements [2]. It is assumed 
that this development would comprise mainly two storey developments of no more 
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than 8.5m in height, at an average of 35-40 dwellings per hectare. This type of 
development may include some smaller areas of no more than 3 storey height flats, 
as well as community/retail facilities.” 
 
“Large Scale Employment Development - Commercial employment development 
including offices, warehouses and other large buildings with extensive floorspace of 
up to 12m height.” 
 

4.54  The potential development sites, as seen in Plan M, surrounding Storrington & 
Sullington were identified as having no to moderate capacity for development. Sites 53 
and part of 54 and 58 are not within the SSWNP area. 
 
4.55  It is important to note that the scope of this study is to assess the landscape 
capacity only. Other considerations also need to be included such as infrastructure 
constrains, access and air quality etc. It should further be noted that specific site 
allocations are expected to carry out further analysis to the sensitivity and capacity of a 
specific land plot as this study describes a generalised statement of the character areas. 
 
Horsham District Sport, Open Space and Recreation Assessment 2014) 
 
4.56  This assessment was produced in February 2014 and is the upgraded and updated 
version of the Open Space Study from 2005. It has improved the report in changing the 
groups assessed such as Allotments, Artificial Sport Pitches etc., and has reviewed the 
provision of these to better reflect today’s provision of the Horsham District’s open space 
and recreation spaces and facilities. 
 

• Allotments – There are three allotments identified in the SSWNP. With the two 
allotments in Storrington and Sullington, the parish has been identified as having a 
deficiency against the quantity standard in hectare but in Washington there is one 
allotment and it is seen to have a slight surplus against the same quantity standard. 
The study suggests that the district adopt a policy that requires residential 
developments to contribute to allotment provision where there is a clear local 
need.   

 
• Bowling Greens – there is adequate provision of bowling greens in the district 

according to the study. The parish of Storrington and Sullington has one Bowling 
Green called Storrington BC and although the parish of Washington does not have 
any greens, the whole of the parish falls within the 5km driving distance threshold 
identified by the study.  

 
• Built Sports Provision – this subject includes artificial turf pitches, athletics tracks, 

fitness facilities, indoor bowls facilities, indoor tennis courts, sport halls and swimming 
pools. 

o Artificial Sport Pitches – There are no identified pitches of this sort in the 
parish. The closest ones are in the Parish of Steyning in, at the Steyning 
Grammar School. The eastern part of Washington parish is within the 5km 
distance threshold for sand–based ATP’s.  

o Athletics tracks – There is no provision in the SSWNP area and the nearest two 
places in the district that have superficial athletic tracks are far away, one is 
in Broadbridge Heath LC and has 6 lane tracks and an 8 lane track in 
Rudgwick.  
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o Indoor Bowls – The only indoor bowls facility in the district in Horsham, and is 
at some distance from the parishes. 

o Health and Fitness – there is a 21-50 fitness machines facility in the 
Chanctonbury Sports Centre in Storrington and Sullington and nearly the 
whole of the SSWNP area is within 15 minutes driving distance. The other 
fitness facilities within 15 to 20 minutes driving distance in the district are in 
Henfield and Steyning parishes, both with larger 81-140 fitness machines.  

o Indoor tennis – There is no indoor tennis court provision in the district. The 
closest one is in the district of Arun to the south and in the district of Mid 
Sussex in Wickswoods Country Club. 

o Sports Hall - There are pay and play halls in the Chanctonbury Sports Centre 
in Storrington and Sullington and there is a pay and play at Steyning Sports 
Club and a club hall at Steyning Grammar School.  

o Swimming Pools – There are no swimming pools identified in the SSWNP area. 
The closest one is in the Parish of Steyning at its sport club and has a 25m 
long pool. 

 
• Village and Community Halls – There are six rural halls in the SSWNP area identified 

in the study. The Trinity Methodist Church Hall,* The Rackham Old, the School Hall, 
the Storrington Village Hall the Ravenscroft Guide and Community Centre in 
Storrington and Sullington and the Washington Memorial Hall. 
 
*It is questionable if the Rackham Old exists in the parish as the steering group has 
never heard of if. Further, The Parish Hall and the Cootham Village Hall are other 
village halls that should be mentioned although not mentioned in the study. 

 
• Play Provision – There are three Neighbourhood play areas and three local play 

areas in the SSWNP area, one of the local play areas is situated in Washington  
 

• Golf – The West Sussex Golf Club is an 18 hole golf course and is situated in 
Storrington and Sullington, the only one in the SSWNP area. There is a 27 hole facility 
in the Parish of West Chiltington to the north of Storrington and Sullington. 

 
• Multifunctional green space is a new classification due to the fact that the three 

types included are sometimes very similar and are often used for the same purpose. 
The new classification include the following; 

o Amenity greenspaces are usually small green settings provided in residential 
areas to enhance the visual amenity.  

o Natural greenspaces are managed green spaces in urban areas, usually 
providing and protecting habitats.  

o Parks and Recreation Grounds are larger spaces that enable village or 
urban residents to engage in formal sports, informal recreation and they 
usually have a range of other uses such as playgrounds, tennis courts and 
other sport pitches.  

o There are 8-9 amenity green spaces, around 20 green space and about 7 
park and recreation ground identified in the SSWNP area. 

 
• Sport Pitches including the following; 

o Cricket Pitches, Club and Public – There are facilities in both Storrington & 
Sullington and Washington. 
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o Adult, Youth and Mini Football pitches, Club and Public – There are adult 
and public football pitches identified in the SSWNP area but no mini football 
pitches.  

o Rugby pitches – The Pulborough Rugby Club is situated in the parish of 
Storrington & Sullington.    

 
• Tennis and Multi-courts – There are two tennis or multi-courts identified in the SSWNP 

area, one in each parish.  
 

• Youth Areas are defined as dedicated provision for young people such as 
skateboard parks, youth shelters and basketball areas. There are four 
Neighbourhood youth areas in the SSW area identified in the study. Further, the 
parish of Storrington & Sullington is the only parish in the district that has a youth 
area surplus provision against the quantity standard. 

 
Horsham District Council Strategic Flood Assessment 

4.57  This study was produced to support and inform suitable future growth and 
development in the District assesses the different settlements in Appendix B. 
 
4.58  The Preliminary Core Strategy Assessment for Storrington and Sullington shows that 
there are functional floodplains along with flood zones 2 and 3 following the three 
branches of the river Stor (see Plan J). There is some risk of groundwater flooding in the 
area and the Environment Agency’s map (see also Plan K) shows the surface water 
flooding in the area. 

 
4.59  The parish of Washington has, unlike its neighbouring parish, not had any identified 
Flood Zones in the urban area, although there is an area of Flood Zone 2 identified to the 
north east of the village and north of the A283. This can also be seen on the Environment 
Agency’s map (see plan N). The Appendix B also notes that the parish of Washington has 
seen some street flooding at the subway by the A24 and the A283 Washington Cottages.  
 
4.60  There is a potential for groundwater flooding in both parishes as they lie above 
major aquifers and Washington has been identified as being within a groundwater 
emergence zone.  
 
4.61  The Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Report also states that a Flood Risk Assessment 
(FRA) would need to be made for any development in Flood Zones 2 and 3. Residential 
developments with dwellings of 11 or more or, on a piece of land greater than 0.5 ha in 
Flood Zone 1, should also undertake a FRA. The Flood Zones are defined as follows; 
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Flood Zone 3 

 

Flood Zone 2 

 

Flood defences 
(Not all may be shown*) 

 

 

Areas benefiting from flood defences 
(Not all may be shown*) 

 

Main rivers 

 
Plan J: Environment Agency - Fluvial Flood Risk in the SSWNP area 
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High 
 

 

Medium 
 

 

Low 
 

 

Very Low 
 

 
Plan K: Environment Agency – Surface water Flood Risk in the SSWNP area 

 
Horsham Infrastructure Study (2010) 
 
4.62 This study set out to inform the Framework on its infrastructure requirements for 
the district. The study looks at economic, demographic and political changes which 
will contribute to the plans for future development in the parishes. This in turn will help 
inform the infrastructure need and increased pressure on infrastructure capacity 
increased housing numbers will bring. 
 
4.63  The different infrastructure themes have been prioritised and have been put 
into three different infrastructure types;  

• Fundamental – infrastructure must be provided up-front to support 
development (including transport, wastewater, waste and utilities such as 
gas, electricity and water) 

• Essential – infrastructure required to ensure development can be 
implemented with no detrimental impacts on site 

• Required – infrastructure to ensure sustainable communities are created. 
 
4.64  Future requirements in the SSWNP area have been assessed by assuming a 
special scenario for the district to try to identify future growth and likely infrastructure 
service pressures.  In the Category 1 Settlement section, Storrington & Sullington has 
been allocated a range of 138-166 dwellings up until the period of 2026/31. The 

 



Category 2 Settlements, to which Washington belongs has been given a range 
between 213 – 255 dwellings for the period up until 2026/31. These numbers may 
have changed as the housing allocation number has been changed in the most 
recent emerging plan 2014. 

 
Plan L: Horsham District Infrastructure Study – Potential growth distribution  

 
4.65  Overall the current Infrastructure for the Settlement of Storrington & Sullington 
is adequate and can accommodate some growth. However in some instances it 
has potential capacity constraints as mentioned below and is near the limit of 
capacity to accommodate growth.  
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4.66  These constraints relate to secondary school capacity at Steyning Grammar, 
sports provision and the need for more allotments has also been mentioned. There 
are further infrastructure services that will need improving if there is future growth, 
such as electricity supply network, gas supply network and the local road network. 
Further there are some safety problems with the junctions of A24 and A283 and the 
length of A24 between A272 and the A283. 
 
4.67  Washington Parish has been identified as a Category 2 Settlement in the 
report but has not had its area specifically assessed. 
 
Horsham Employment Land Review (2010) 
 
4.68  The report identified existing employment land provision in the district and 
made recommendations for future land needs. 
 
4.69  For Storrington and its surroundings, it notes that employment floorspace is 
focused in Water Lane Industrial Estate as well as *Wiston Business Park located on 
the A24 between Washington and Ashington. There are smaller local industrial sites 
at Chantry Industrial Estate on Chantry Lane and at Gerston Farm, Greyfiar’s Lane. It 
assesses these as relatively low intensity and poor quality sites. 
 
 * According to the Henfield Steering Group, the Wiston Business Park is located in 
Ashington Parish and the one that should be mentioned in this paragraph are the 
Spring Gardens Business Units.  
 
4.70  It identifies Water Lane (10.7 ha) as a local industrial estate comprising 
primarily B1c and B2 floorspace. It notes that key occupiers are Tesla and *Paula 
Rosa kitchens, which occupy a significant proportion of space on the site. There is an 
above average vacancy level amongst older smaller units of 1970s construction. 
Parking provision is limited resulting in overspill parking on the estate roads. It notes 
that there are vandalism and security issues at this site. The site is accessed through a 
residential area and is generally of lower quality. Topography is also a constraint. 
Environmental quality is generally average. It concludes that while there may be 
potential for piecemeal redevelopment over time, the potential for intensification of 
use is considered limited. 
  
*The Business has relocated to Lancing. 
 
4.71  It identifies *Wiston Business Park (3.6 ha) as a good quality industrial site 
located on the A24. It comprises modern 1990s industrial units occupied by Kate’s 
Cakes and Sherie-Trafalgar Ltd. It notes that the environmental quality is good and 
the site is situated at a visible location. The site would benefit from additional parking 
provision. It concludes that the potential to extend the site could be considered. This 
would be beneficial in allowing further growth of existing businesses and supporting 
the economy in the south east of the District. 
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*Please note that although the Wiston Business Park may affect the SSWNP area it is 
located in Ashington Parish. 
 
4.72  It identifies Chantry Lane (3.9 ha) as a local industrial site which 
accommodates B2 and B8 uses. It notes that the intensity of development is low, 
however access to the site is poor as is the quality of the existing built stock. It 
concludes that the site is not considered to be developable.  
 
4.73  It identifies Gerston Business Park (3.2 ha) as being similarly located outside of 
the settlement boundary, and comprises a small local industrial estate. It notes that it 
is generally well occupied and active, comprising B1c/ B2 uses, however access and 
parking provision are limited. Environmental quality and public transport accessibility 
are also poor. It concludes that on this basis, it is not considered that realistic 
development potential exists. 
 
4.74  The report identifies existing vacant land that is available for employment 
development, shown in the table below. 
 
Site 
Ref 

Address 
 

Use 
Class 
 

Site 
Area 

Floorspace 
Gain 

Delivery 
Timescale 
 

Floorspace 
Loss 
 

Use 
Class 
 

H52 CASTLE FARM, 
THE HOLLOW, 
WASHINGTON 

B2 2.4 4840 0 TO 5 8087 B2 
 

H50 
 

18A & PART 
18B ROBELL 
WAY, WATER 
LANE 
INDUSTRIAL 
ESTATE, 
STORRINGTON 

B2 0.06 520 0 TO 5 520 B2 
 

 
4.75  The report concluded that there is a need to address a number of qualitative 
factors, including “to bolster the sites and premises offer in the south east of the 
district to meet local economic needs.” (para 7.74) 
 
 
Horsham Green Infrastructure Strategy (2014) 
 
4.76  In order to fulfill its functions, Horsham District Council has produced this 
Green Infrastructure (GI) Strategy for the District. The purpose of the work is to inform 
the production of planning policy to ensure that future strategic development 
delivers, protects, improves and enhances the green infrastructure network, as well 
as seeks to contribute to the creation of sustainable communities through the 
provision of a wide range of ecosystem services and quality of life and health 
benefits for both future and existing residents. 

 

Storrington, Sullington & Washington Neighbourhood Plan: State of the Parishes Report June 2014 

63 

 



 
4.77  This is a living document and process, and will map, plan and identify a 
strategic network of green space across the District and identify mechanisms to 
ensure its delivery. This will assist the Council across many of its functions, including 
Leisure, and also forms part of the evidence base of the Horsham District Planning 
Framework. 
 
4.78  For the purposes of this District’s strategy it is considered appropriate to refer 
to the definition in the National Planning Policy Framework (NNPF): “A network of 
multi-functional green space, urban and rural, which is capable of delivering a wide 
range of environmental and quality of life benefits for local communities”. 
 
4.79  The Strategy proposes that neighbourhood planning will also give 
communities the opportunity to further explore and identify what is important at the 
local level. The GI Strategy provides the strategic overview and a starting point for 
communities to identify areas for improvement. Neighbourhood Plans are 
encouraged and supported to identify further areas and enhancement to ensure 
the delivery of the strategic objectives of the HDPF, for example through the 
designation of Local Green Spaces (in line with the criteria of para 77 of the NPPF). 
 
4.80  For the ‘South of District’ area (which covers the settlements of Pulborough, 
West Chiltington, Storrington & Sullington, Ashington, Henfield, Steyning, Bramber & 
Upper Beeding) the strategy identifies the existing strengths: 
 

“The southernmost part of the District generally already has a good green 
Infrastructure network. Most residents have good access to Green 
Infrastructure, particularly in the South Downs National Park. Many settlements 
also have a range of parks, leisure centres and allotments.” (para 6.5)  
 

4.81  It then identifies the key features, including: 
 

• South Downs National Park – this nationally important landscape contains a 
number of key components of green infrastructure. It main land use is 
agriculture, but also is of importance for biodiversity (including a number of 
SSSIs and SNCIs) and recreation, including the South Downs way and 
Monarch Way; There is also a bid for the some of the National Park area south 
east of Steyning to become a biosphere reserve, as part of the bid by 
Brighton and Hove. 

• Sullington Warren, Monkmead Woods, Heath Common and Washington 
Common are all important sites for local residents and biodiversity. 

 
4.82  Finally, the strategy identifies a number of opportunities for improvement, 
which will be updated as the strategy is reviewed, and this may includes There is also 
potential for priorities from other organisations that can be incorporated into this list: 
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• New development should contribute to enhancements to green 
infrastructure provision, both within the strategic development site and 
providing links into the wider countryside; 

• Potential to improve links from towns and villages such as Billingshurst and 
Ashington into the wider countryside, including the AONB and National Park, 
and to other sites beyond the District’s boundaries; 

• Potential to work with other organisations to help bring about enhancements 
in the Biodiversity Opportunity Areas identified. There may also be 
opportunities to link with Environmental Stewardship scheme – particularly to 
help buffer sites and establish stepping stones and ecological corridors; and 
Improving links from publically owned land into the wider countryside 

• Opportunities for town / village centre greening including through 
neighbourhood plans. 

 
4.83  Some of the existing key GI features and opportunities are identified on an 
accompanying map (see Plan M below). 
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Plan M: Horsham Green Infrastructure Strategy 
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Annex A – Evidence Base 

The list below contains all those documents collected and reviewed in the process 
of preparing this report. All are available to view or via links on the Storrington & 
Sullington and Washington Parish website’s Neighbourhood Plan pages. 
 
Storrington & Sullington Action Plan: 2013-2018 (2012) 
Storrington & Sullington Parish Design Statement (2010) 
Closing Report for the Housing & Development Focus Group (2014) 
Closing Report for the Community, Infrastructure and Local Economy Focus 

  Closing Report for the Farmlands, Environment and Countryside Focus 
  Closing Report for the Transport and Traffic Focus Group (2014) 

SSW NDP Community Survey (2014) 
SSW NDP Housing Needs Survey (2014) 
Storrington Traffic Management - Options Appraisal (2013) 
Storrington Old Mill Drive Diamond Planning Brief (2008) 
Storrington & Sullington Community Action Plan (2013-2018) 
Horsham District Planning Framework: Proposed Submission (2014) 
Horsham Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (2014) 
Horsham Green Infrastructure Strategy (2014) 
Horsham District Planning Framework: Habitats Regs Assessment (2014) 
Horsham District Core Strategy DPD (2007) 
Horsham District General Development Control Policies DPD (2007) 
Horsham District Site Specific Allocations of Land DPD (2007) 
Horsham District Proposals Map (2007) 
Horsham District Planning Obligations SPD (2007) 
Horsham District Facilitating Appropriate Development SPD (2009) 
Horsham District Council Infrastructure Study (2010) 
 Horsham District Council Landscape Capacity Assessment (2013) 
Horsham District Council Landscape Character Assessment (2014) 
Horsham District Council Strategic Flood Assessment (2007) 

 Horsham District Council Retail Needs Study (2010) 
Horsham District Council Employment Land Review (2010) 
 Environment Agency – Flood Maps (2014) 
NW Sussex Economic Growth Assessment: Horsham (2014) 
South Downs National Park AONB Management Plan (2011) 
South Downs National Park Local Plan: Options Consultation (2014) 
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Annex B – Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment 

The tables D and E below contains a list of all the sites in the parish assessed (or 
excluded from assessment) by HDC in the Strategic Housing Land Availability 
Assessment (SHLAA) from 2014. The summary plans showing the location of the sites 
are shown below as Plan T and Plan U. 
 
SHLAA ref. 

 
Site address No. of units 

Storrington & Sullington Parish  
Deliverable  
SA147 Foxmead, Meadowside, Storrington (1-5 yrs)  31 
SA152 St. Joseph’s Abbey, Greyfriars Lane, Storrington (1-5 yrs) 

 
40 

Developable  
SA067 Ravenscroft Allotment Site, Storrington (6-10yrs)  25 
SA086 Storring Glebe Monastery Lane, Storrington (6-10) 10 
SA153 RAFA site, Sullington (6-10) 15 
SA361 Land to the north of Melton Drive, Storrington (6-10) 102 
Not Currently Developable  
SA020 Land adjacent to Birklands, Kithurst Lane, Storrington  
SA021 Land south of Kithurst Lane, Storrington  
SA236 Silver Birches, Thakeham Road, Storrington  
SA316 Rear of Hurston Grove, Hurston Lane  
Submitted sites that were excluded from further assessment  
SA226 St Mary’s Villa, 1 Fern Road Below threshold 
SA233 Angell Sandpit and Chestnut Cottage Below threshold 
SA245 Land east of Sawyards Below threshold 
SA247 Sawyard Restaurant site Below threshold 
SA250 Land north of Catholic Cemetery, School Lane, 

Storrington 
Duplicate site 
SA021 

SA251 2 Brook Close Below threshold 

SA299 Abbey House COMPLETE 

SA311 Strome and Sussexdown, Stomre Park, Washington 
Road, Storrington 

COMPLETE 

 

Table F: Breakdown of SHLAA capacity - Storrington & Sullington Parish 
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Plan N: SHLAA map – Storrington & Sullington Parish 
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SHLAA ref. no. Site address No. of units 
Washington Parish  
Deliverable  
SA003 Washington Workshop, RMC Engineering Services Ltd 

Workshops Storrington Road (1-5 yrs)  
78 

Developable  
SA333 Land at Heath Barn, High Croft, Hampers Lane, 

Washington (11+ yrs)  
8 

Not Currently Developable  
SA318 Land Adjacent to Spring Gardens, Washington  
Submitted sites that were excluded from further assessment  
SA044 The Yard, The Street, Washington Below threshold 
SA122 Washington, Hamper Lane, Washington Duplicate site 

SA003 

 

Table G: Breakdown of SHLAA capacity - Washington Parish 
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Plan O: SHLAA Map Washington Parish 
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APPENDIX B 

 

Storrington, Sullington & Washington Neighbourhood Plan: Environmental, Social and Economic 

Baseline Data 
 
Historic Landscape 

 

Title Source  Data Trends and consequences 

South Downs 

National Park  
 

The South Downs National Park lies broadly to the south of the settlements and is 

partly within the SSWNP boundary. 

One of the SSWNP criteria for 

allocating sites for development is 

for development to avoid the South 

Downs National Park and its setting, 

unless an exceptional case can be 

made.  

Settlement 

Hierarchy 
HDPF 

The settlement of Storrington & Sullington has been designated as a Category 1 

Settlement in the Core Strategy 2007 policy CP5 (and as a ‘Larger Village’ in 

new HDPF Policy 3. The settlement of Washington was identified as a Category 2 

Settlement in the same policy from the Core Strategy 2007. It now lies within the 

South Downs National Park. The Settlement Hierarchy Study of 2013 identified the 

village as a ‘Tier 4’ settlement, the equivalent of a smaller village with few 

services. 

 

Storrington and Sullington have 

consolidated their role in the 

hierarchy with new developments 

over the last few years.  The role of 

Washington has not changed. 

Listed 

Buildings and 

Conservation 

Areas 

www.heritage

gateway.org.u

k & 

http://www.hor

sham.gov.uk/e

nvironment/11

000.aspx 

 

Storrington & Sullington  

 1 no. (all grade I),  

 58 no. (all grade II) 

 Scheduled Ancient Monuments 16 no. 

 1 no. (all grade II*) 

 The Parham Park 

Washington 

 39 no. (all grade II) 

 1 no. (all grade II*) 

 

The SSWNP area has three conservation areas covering the village centre and 

environs of Storrington, Sullington Manor and the village of Washington. There 

are no Conservation Area Appraisals as yet. 

 

The SSWNP area has a large number 

of listed buildings, Scheduled 

Ancient Monuments the Parham 

Park and therefore need to ensure 

that any new development is 

sensitive to the character of the 

areas in which they are located.   



Biodiversity & Environmental Conservation 

 
Title Source Data Trends and consequences 

Sites of 

biological 

interest 

Sussex 

Biodiversity 

Centre and 

Horsham District 

Planning 

Framework 

Sustainability 

Appraisal 

The following Sites of Special Scientific Interest exist within Storrington & 

Sullington Parish: 

 Amberley Mount to Sullington SSSI (part) 

 Chantry Mill SSSI 

 Parham Park SSSI (part) 

 Hurston Warren SSSI 

 Sullington Warren SSSI 

 

 No Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty exist within the Parish 

 

 No Local Nature Reserves exist within the Parish 

 

 The southern half of the Parish falls into the South Downs 

Environmentally Sensitive Area. 

 

 The South Downs National Park covers both the lower half of the Parish 

together with a small portion of the north western edge. 

 

 

The SSWNP area is within the 

protection zone of the Arun Valley 

SPA/Ramsar site of European 

importance and there are many 

Sites of Special Scientific Interest 
 

Sites of 

biological 

interest 

Sussex 

Biodiversity 

Centre and 

Horsham District 

Planning 

Framework 

Sustainability 

Appraisal 

The following Sites of Special Scientific Interest exist within Washington Parish: 

 Chanctonbury Hill SSSI 

 

 No Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty exist within the Parish 

 

 No Local Nature Reserves exist within the Parish 

 

 The southern half of the Parish falls into the South Downs 

Environmentally Sensitive Area. 

 

 The South Downs National Park covers the southern two thirds 

(approximately) of the Parish. 

 
Habitats 

identified 

around the 

SSWNP area 

Storrigton, 

Sullington and 

Washington  

Neighbourhood 

Plan 

The Storrington & Sullington Parish contains areas identified by Natural England 

as Priority Habitats and are subject to Habitat Action Plans: 

 Underdetermined Grassland Priority Habitat – between Kithurst Hill and 

Coldharbour, between Kithurst Hill and Sullington Hill and Barnsfarm Hill and 

Barns Farm in the south of the Parish. 2 areas around Storrington village and 



in the north of the Parish around Hurston Warren and the West Sussex Golf 

Course. 

 Lowland Calcareous Grassland Habitat - between Greyfriars Farm and 

Sullington Hill and to the north west of Barnsfarm Hill.  

 Lowland Heathland Priority Habitat – concentrated around Sullington 

Warren, Hurston Place and Hurston Warren. 

 Traditional Orchard Priority Habitat – 4 areas, one adjacent to the allotment 

gardens, one to the north of Sullington Warren Farm, one adjacent to 

Poultry Farm and one adjacent to Hurston Place Farm. 

 Deciduous Woodland Priority Habitat – pockets dotted across the entire 

Parish area, but with concentrations heading directly west from the 

Chantry.  

 Woodpasture and Parkland Priority Habitat – concentrated on and to the 

east of Sullington Warren, south of Fryern Home Farm and along the western 

edge of Hurston Warren.  

 Four areas of Entry Level Stewardship Scheme around Barnsfarm Hill in the 

south east of the Parish, adjacent to Gerston Farm, to the north of Oaklands 

Farm and around Winterfield Farm in the north of the Parish.  

 Multiple areas of Entry Level plus High Level Stewardship Schemes cover the 

majority of the southern portion of the Parish. 

 Two areas of Higher level Stewardship Scheme covering Sullington Warren 

and Hurston Warren. 

 Areas of Organic Entry Level Stewardship Scheme, immediately adjacent to 

Hurston Street Farm and Tickletag Farm.  

 A small pocket of land is in Woodland Grant Scheme 3 located around 

Sullington Warren, as are two other pockets to the East and West of the 

Chantry and one to the east of Lower Hurston Barn.  

 

The Parish contains areas identified by Natural England as Priority Habitats and 

are subject to Habitat Action Plans: 

 Underdetermined Grassland Priority Habitat – primarily concentrated 

around Green Barn Farm, but with areas either side of the South Downs 

Way close to Chanctonbury Hill.  

 Lowland Calcareous Grassland Priority Habitat – concentrated either side 

of the South Downs Way close to Chanctonbury Hill. 

 Lowland Heathland Priority Habitat – a small area at the western edge of 

Washington Common.  

 Traditional Orchard Priority Habitat – 8 locations, primarily concentrated 

between Goodyers Farm and Spring Garden Nurseries. 

 Deciduous Woodland Priority Habitat – This covers numerous parts of the 



Parish, but is largely concentrated between Owls Croft and Highden Hill in 

the south of the Parish, around The Square in the south west of the Parish 

and across Washington Common and Heath Common in the north of the 

Parish.  

 Entry Level plus High Level Stewardship Schemes – cover the south east 

quarter of the Parish, to the west of Home Farm Cottages, north and south 

of East Clayton Farm and the area around Upper Chancton Farm in the 

north east corner of the Parish. 

 Entry Level Stewardship Schemes – In the areas around Highder House and 

Rowdell Halt East in the south of the Parish, around Tilley’s Farm to the East 

of Washington Village and around the Nursery, Heath Common, Newhouse 

Farm and Duke’s Rough in the north of the Parish. 

 Higher Level Stewardship Schemes -  

 Organic Entry Level plus Higher Level Stewardship Schemes – located on 

one site covering Washington Common. 

 Organic Entry Level Stewardship Scheme – located to the north and east of 

Owlscroft Barn.  

 A small pocket of land is in Woodland Grant Scheme 1 and is located 

around East Clayton Farm. 

 A single area of Woodland Grant Scheme 2 and is located in the area 

covering and adjacent to Washington Common.  

 Numerous small pockets of land are in Woodland Grant Scheme 3, but this 

is generally concentrated around Newcommon Copse and Copyhold 

Wood in the south east of the Parish, around Green Barn Farm and Rock 

Common, New Barn Copse and Washington Common.  

 

 

Climate Change 

 

Title Source Data Trends and consequences 

Water 

courses 

and flood 

risk 

Horsham District 

Council Strategic 

Flood Risk 

Assessment: 

Revised Final 

Report (2010) and  

Environment 

Agency 

The Parish of Storrington & Sullington has functional floodplains along the flood 

zones 2 and 3 and some groundwater flooding in the area.  Washington does 

not have any flood risk zones in and around the settlement, however there is 

some flood zone 2 to the north of the parish. Washington has been identified as 

being within the groundwater emergence zone. 

Development proposed through the 

Neighbourhood Plan should avoid 

flood areas 2 or 3 in accordance 

with Environment Agency 

requirements.    



Flood Risk 

Map 

Showing 

flood 

planes 

and water 

course 

Horsham District 

Council Strategic 

Flood Risk 

Assessment: 

Revised Final 

Report (2010) and  

Environment 

Agency 

 
© Environment Agency copyright and database rights 2013. © Ordnance Survey Crown copyright. All 
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Surfacewater flood risk map – SSWP Area   

 

Ground 

Water 

flooding 

Horsham District 

Council Strategic 

Flood Risk 

Assessment: 

Revised Final 

Report (2010) and  

Environment 

Washington has been identified as being within the groundwater emergence 

zone and Storrington and Sullington has some groundwater and surface water 

flooding in the area. 

 

New development in areas 

particularly susceptible to ground 

water flooding will need to 

effectively demonstrate they can 

mitigate the risk of flooding without 

having adverse effects on 

surrounding areas.   



Agency  

Air Quality Horsham District 

Council – 

Storrington Air 

Quality 

Management 

Area 

Storrington village has been identified as having an Air Quality Management 

Area (AQMA), this is due to the excess of nitrogen dioxide (NO2) caused by 

road traffic. According to Horsham District Council’s website, a 12 month Low 

Emission Zone (LEZ) trial started in May 2014 in Storrington. This was commissioned 

by the Horsham District Council in partnership with WSCC, Storrington & 

Sullington Parish Council and the Sussex Air Quality Partnership. The purpose of 

the trial is to test whether a Low Emission Zone would be an effective way in 

reducing the air pollution in Storrington. 

 

 

New development in the SSWNP 

area that may generate traffic that 

may exacerbate the current 

problems. A challenge for the 

SSWNP will be to assess which spatial 

options, if any, may reduce this risk.  

 

 


