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WASHINGTON PARISH PLAN 2004

Foreword

Washington lies at the foot of the South Downs, midway between
Steyning and Storrington, Worthing and Horsham. It falls within the area
administered by Horsham District Council (HDC). Following the
boundary changes in 2003, the Parish is now comprised of two wards –
Washington and Heath Common. Although the smaller in area, Heath
Common has the larger population.

This document represents current Parish views and desires stretching
over the next 10 to 15 years. Many of the suggested actions are already
under active consideration and may even be completed by the time that
this document is published. Some are rather more speculative and
would require a priority and funding that is not currently likely to be
available in the near future.

The main source of information was the Parish Appraisal, to which an
encouraging 430 out of 698 recipients (62%) responded, making the
replies and comments very representative. Other valuable sources
included public responses at a Village Day stand, the Heath Common
Village Design Statement, “The Washington Story”, The Washington
Village Appraisal (1988-90), and many helpful people from HDC, West
Sussex County Council (WSCC) and various local organisations.

The Parish Plan development team consisted of four sub-groups, each
made up of parish councillors and interested members of the public.

Each of the four main sections therefore stands in its own right, but
some topics may be mentioned more than once.

The overwhelming response from the Parish relates to concerns on
traffic issues. This is reflected in the relative size of Section Two.

Identified actions are shown in shaded type, eg: Point a needs…
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SECTION ONE               
 

LANDSCAPE AND HERITAGE 
 

 
 

Executive Summary 

 
This section briefly summarizes the history and landscape of 
Washington and examines some of the steps necessary to preserve its 
character in times when so much has been irreversibly lost in this part of 
Sussex. 
 

• The Parish encompasses a rich variety of geology and consequent 
topography. The Chalk, Upper Greensand, Gault Clay and Lower 
Greensand have been variously exploited over millennia. The 
consequent landscape, in addition to its visual charm, supports a 
wide cross-section of flora and fauna. 

 

• Washington Village and its surrounds nestle unspoilt in the lee of the 
South Downs below the historic Chanctonbury Ring, which is a 
superb viewpoint over the Weald to the north. 

 

• It incorporates areas of outstanding natural beauty and boasts a 
wealth of old buildings, many of which are listed. 

 

• The proposed inauguration of the South Downs National Park is 
awaited with interest, although some boundary issues remain to be 
resolved 

 
• Heath Common Ward, which is located to the north-west of the 

Parish, was incorporated into the Parish in May 2003. It contrasts 
with Washington Ward by being more populous and less 
“concentrated”. It has its own unique and interesting heritage. 
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1. LANDSCAPE AND HERITAGE 
 
 
1.1 Introduction: The Setting and the Parish in Early Times 
 
Washington, like so many historic Sussex 
villages and hamlets, grew up a few 
hundred yards north of the abrupt chalk 
escarpment of the South Downs, on the 
so called ‘spring line’. Chalk is porous 
and generally lacks available water 
needed for human habitation; below the 
chalk, however, is a band of harder rock 
(Upper Greensand) that gives rise to 
copious springs and streams. The Upper 
Greensand forms a slight ridge along 
which runs The Street, an ancient 
roadway continuing in the form of a 
bridleway towards Sullington. To the 
north of it is a narrow band of dense, 
sticky Gault Clay. Beyond that in turn - 
though still only a mile or so from the 
Downs - is the beginning of the various 
strata of Lower Greensand, that in West 
Sussex characteristically forms 
picturesque, sandy, pine-covered hills 
and ridges (often quarried, as in 
Washington). Not much exploited for 
agriculture in the past, parts of the Lower 
Greensand attracted extensive 
development of detached houses in the 
20th century, including the whole 
'Sanctuary’ and Heath Common area. 
These parallel geological bands, each 
with its own characteristic vegetation, end 
at the northern tip of our parish with the 
Weald Clay that extends over much of the 
middle of Sussex. It is typical of 
Downland parishes to slice through such 
a range of landscape-zones, each 
contributing to their remarkable scenic 
and human variety. 
 
Washington has an ancient history, signs 
of which are still apparent. The most eye-
catching is Chanctonbury Ring, an oval 
Iron Age hillfort on one of the most 
prominent hills of the South Downs. It 
was planted with a crown of beech and 
other trees in 1760; at that time the 
prehistoric ridgeway running past it 
formed part of the main road from 

Chichester to Lewes. The Romans 
established a sanctuary with at least two 
temples in the older hillfort: recent 
excavations have revealed the remains of 
a vast number of pigs’ heads that served 
a ritual purpose at the site (the wild boar 
seems to have been a local Romano-
British emblem). An important East-West 
Roman road (the ‘Greensand Way', not 
identified until the 1930s) bisects the 
parish and still delineates part of its 
boundary. 
The fine terraceway that descends 
Chanctonbury to the North-West seems 
to have linked up with the Greensand 
Way near Upper Chancton, via an old 
hollow way through The Rough - a small 
hill which, incredibly, was destroyed with 
the connivance of WSCC to make a 
landfill site in the 1990s, though not 
before rescue archaeology revealed a 
mid-Stone Age ‘tool factory’, that yielded 
over 50,000 flint fragments. 

Chanctonbury Ring after The Storm of 1987 

 

The name Washington is Anglo-Saxon (= 

'Wassa's people's farmstead') and our 

parish first appears in - probably - its 

historic shape as an Anglo-Saxon estate, 

well over 1,000 years ago. Most 

unusually, two charters (of AD 947 and 
963) contain independent, though 

overlapping, surveys of its boundaries: 

between them 22 boundary-points are 
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recorded. Two names are recognizable 

from their modern forms (Ramsdean, 

Biggen Holt), so others can be guessed, 

including ‘Dragon’s Lair’, probably for 

Chanctonbury Ring. A famous hoard of 

several thousand late Anglo-Saxon coins, 

doubtless hidden at the time of the 

Norman conquest, was found west of 

Upper Chancton in 1866; a Saxon ghost 

was said to haunt the Ring, searching for 

the lost treasure. The Washington estate, 

like many in the Downland area, had 
extensive 'swine pastures', utilized 

seasonally, in the sparsely-inhabited 

Weald around Horsham - an important 

resource. 

 
The subsequent history of Washington is 
bound up with two factors: agriculture and 
communications. Agriculture seemed 
changeless, but its scope could always be 
expanded in case of need onto the 
Downland southwards and common land 
northwards: it began to prosper when 
growing population on the coastal plain led 
to a demand for market gardening. 
Communications were significant here: 
Washington has neither river-transport nor 
a railway (though it nearly got the latter), 
but standing close to one of the rare ‘wind-
gaps’ through the Downs, it was a staging 
post towards Worthing and environs. 

Before the A24 (a 19th century turnpike), 
the chief southbound road went via 
Highden and through the village by 
Beggar's Lane beside the church. The 
three ancient East-West roads - the 
Downland ridgeway, the Greensand Way 
and the medieval underhill route along the 
Upper Greensand ridge - were all ignored 
when a similar early 19th century turnpike 
(now the A283) was made from Storrington 
to Steyning. For the more recent history of 
Washington (with its two great houses, 
Highden and Rowdell), using much oral 
testimony, The Washington Story (WPC, 
2000) by Chris Hare is essential reading 
(as is The Victoria County History of 
Sussex). As for the parish itself, it kept its 
ancient ‘lozenge-shaped’ form (with minor 
adjustments) until 1960, when its northern 
salient, that included much of modern 
Ashington (formerly common land) was 
lopped off. In 2003 it acquired small 
portions of Ashington, Sullington and 
Thakeham, thereby consolidating the 
Heath Common area as a ward of the 
parish and greatly increasing the parish's 
population. But most of the boundary - 
including, e.g., the ancient Hamper's Lane 
and the long trackway from Chanctonbury 
towards Findon - still follows its Anglo-
Saxon lines: traces of its ancient boundary 
bank can be found. 

 
1.2 The Environmental and Human Heritage 
 
1.2.1 Flora and Fauna 
 
Washington, with its varied zones of 
landscape, shares the diversity of plant 
and animal life characteristic of the 
Downland region.. Though much of the 
parish is now arable farmland, there is a 
fine relic of the heathland - that was 
formerly much more extensive - at 
Washington Common, mostly owned by 
the National Trust. The Chanctonbury 
ridge retains areas of the old chalk 
Downland turf, now uncommon, that is 
particularly rich in plant species. There 
are several old woods, notably Biggen 
Holt (west of Glaseby Lane, above a dry 
valley) that was attested over 1000 years 

ago. The Triangle, at the north end of the 
old village, is an interesting ‘island’ of 
20th century self-generated wilderness, 
whose tall white poplars are a notable 
village landmark. Several orchid species 
(Spotted, Bee, Pyramidal and others) are 
found on The Triangle and, in great 
numbers, on the Chanctonbury ridge. The 
Triangle supports at least 25 bird species, 
among which the most welcome and 
uncommon are the nightingales that often 
visit in May. 
 
There are extensive designated SSSI 
areas (Sites of Special Scientific Interest) 
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on both sides of the Chanctonbury ridge. 
The old chalk pits a little further west (with 
their characteristic flora of juniper, wild 
roses and orchids) form a Site of Nature 
Conservancy Interest (SNCI); there is 
another at the west end of Biggen Holt, and 

part of another at the western tip of Heath 
Common. There are many Preservation 
Orders in force on stands and belts of trees 
in the northern half of the parish, including 
(e.g.) along almost all the length of 
Merrywood Lane.                     -  

 
1.2.2 Buildings 
 
The built environment is equally 
characteristic of Downland parishes. There 
are few spectacular buildings, but a wealth 
of vernacular cottages and farmhouses. Of 
the old manor-houses only Highden 
(Windlesham House School) survives, 
somewhat altered. There is a fine smock 
windmill of 1826, formerly home to the 
composer John Ireland, and a parish 
church (St Mary's) that retains an 
interesting I5th century tower, despite 
extensive Victorian rebuilding. St Mary's is 
a 2* listed building; some 40 buildings in 
the parish are listed Grade 2 (mostly old 
cottages, but including the red telephone 

kiosk). The centre of the village, including 
most of The Street and all of School Lane, 
is a designated Conservation Area. An 
interesting relic of rural industry is the lime-
burning complex, now sadly derelict, 
standing by the track (once a main road) 
just above The Bostal. There are a few 
remains of the 20th century ‘Sanctuary’ 
utopian settlement on Heath Common. 
 
A timber-framed Washington building 
(Poplar Cottage, formerly near Lock’s 
Farm) has been reconstructed at the Weald 
and Downland Open Air Museum at 
Singleton, near Chichester. 

 
1.2.3 Sites and Monuments 
 
The Sites and Monuments Record, 
compiled and held by West Sussex County 
Council, lists around 80 historical / 
archaeological sites (excluding standing 
buildings) in the parish: tumuli, banks, 
ditches, tracks etc., of many periods, but 
also (e.g.) locations of finds of coins, 

pottery, figurines etc. Some objects have 
been quite recently destroyed / ploughed 
out (or in the case of The Rough, dug up to 
provide half-a-dozen years of landfill); 
some are unexpected (Second World War 
pillboxes of unique design).-----------------

 

 
 
 
 
1.3 The South Downs National Park (SDNP) 
 
The concept of a National Park in, or 
centred on, the South Downs has long 
been discussed, and in 2002 the 
Designation Order for the SDNP was 
signed. A lengthy Public Inquiry into 
objections of whatever kind is taking place 
at the time of writing, and we shall have to 
await the report and the recommendations 
of the Inspector before the SDNP is 
finalized. In any event it is likely to have 

considerable importance for Washington: 
the Countryside Agency’s proposed 
boundary includes well over half the Parish  
within the Park (everything, save “The 
Triangle”, south of the A283, plus a stretch 
of land east and west of Upper Chancton). 
For these areas the SDNP is likely to 
become the chief Planning Authority. The 
Parish Council has consistently supported 
the principle of the SDNP, and is pressing 

a) Monitor listed buildings, sites and planning applications to ensure that their heritage 
is not compromised. 
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for the additional inclusion within its 
boundary of Washington Common, Warren 

Hill, The Triangle and Rock Windmill. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1.4 Rock Common Sand Pits  
 
After their exhaustion, the old sand 
extraction pits to the east of Rock Mill 
became a waste disposal landfill site for 
many years. This operation ceased in 2003 
and the capping and restoration of the area 
are now almost complete. 
Tarmac will continue to extract sand from 
the extensive and very deep pit between 
Rock Mill and the Village for a few years. 

Thereafter it is obliged to restore it for 
amenity use, and plans for this are under 
discussion with WSCC and other agencies.  
 
It is understood that the owners have 
objected to the current restoration plan and 
would like to see this site included in the 
Local Waste Plan as a landfill site.        
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

1.5 Washington and the Arts 
 
Rock Mill, a prominent and attractive local 
landmark, was converted into a private 
house in the first half of the 20th century 
and was the final home (1953 -1962) of 
John Ireland - the important composer 
who wrote “A Downland Suite” and other 
Sussex-inspired music. 
 
We are pressing for its inclusion within 
the South Downs National Park; a long-
term goal would be for it to be a museum, 
in part dedicated to Ireland and his fellow 
major British composer, Arnold Bax, who 
lived in Storrington. Clearly such an 
outcome would depend on adequate 
funding. 
 
Rudyard Kipling partly located his story 
They (1904) in Washington, which he 
describes obliquely (and incorrectly) as 
“that precise hamlet which stands 
godmother to the capital of the United 
States”; he refers also to “that great Down  

 
whose ringed head is a landmark for fifty 
miles across the low countries” (i.e. 
Chanctonbury). Hilaire Belloc, in The 
Four Men  (1902), famously claimed that: 
 

The swipes they take in 
At Washington Inn 
Is the very best Beer I know 
 

As for visual artists and photographers, 
scarcely any who have worked on Sussex 
themes can have failed to find 
Chanctonbury a magnet. 

a) Take an active involvement in boundary issues to resist reductions in its area and 
lobby to include the sand quarry areas to the north and north-east of the Village. 

a) Keep a close watch on the future extraction and restoration proposals for these pits 
and lobby for their eventual return to a quiet nature reserve area. The Parish Council 
is to insist on consultation in the future development plans for the Quarry Site. 
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1.6 Washington Lime Kilns 
 
 

 
The remains of these four lime kilns are 
located to the south of the Village, just off 

the track leading from The Bostal past 
Elbourne House up to Frieslands car park 
on the South Downs Way. 
 
Lime kilns were extensive throughout 
Sussex, but frequently operated on a very 
small scale. Local farmers Thomas and 
Herbert Floate developed the production 
and sale of lime from this site into a 
profitable sideline. 
 
The four kilns survive relatively intact, with 
their own wagon-loading bay. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1.7 Vera’s Sanctuary 
 
Heath Common presented a very different 
view in the 1920s. A community of huts, 
caravans and tents sprung up under the 
benevolence of Vera Pragnall (daughter of 
the textile magnate, Sir George Pragnall). 
She used her inheritance to buy 50 acres 
of remote Sussex countryside to found her 
“Sanctuary”. The ideals evaporated and the 
area changed significantly over the 
following decades. Nowadays, the original 
shacks and old railway carriages are all 
gone – replaced by increasingly modern 
and desirable residences.  
However, Sanctuary Cottage (which was 
Vera’s home as well as the Community 
Headquarters) remains, and opposite is the 

shelter, containing an information board 
commemorating Vera and her times. 
------------------

 
 

a) Investigate the need for conservation to avoid further future decay. 
 
b) Consider whether their future may be best protected by limiting publicity. 

a) Lobby for the historic Rock Mill to be included within the National Park boundary. 
 
b) Consider the potential for a local John Ireland museum. 

a) Vera’s shelter and memorial information need care and preservation. The Parish 
Council should pursue the possibility of assuming responsibility for its maintenance. 
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SECTION TWO               
 

ROADS AND TRANSPORT  

 
 

Executive Summary 

 

The Parish has seen a substantial increase in traffic in recent years, 
accentuating a number of road hazards. The major safety issues, 
arising from this review, are summarised below. 
 

• Safety on the A24 has been improved through speed controls, the 
installation of central barriers, closure of gaps in the central 
reservation, and the addition of a road bridge near North Farm. The  
abuse of the remaining gap at Glaseby Lane needs consideration of 
measures to prevent illegal right turns by northbound traffic 

 

• Washington Village totally lacks speed limits or traffic-calming 
measures of any kind, despite being a popular rat-run 

 

• There is difficulty in joining the A24 northbound from Rock Road, not 
to mention the hazards on Rock Road itself and the need for 
improved speed controls. The junctions with Newhouse Lane, 
Merrywood Lane and Hampers Lane are of particular concern 

 

• There is a need for safe crossings for residents, visitors, school 
children, campsite users, walkers, equestrians and employees of 
Wiston Business Park at the following three locations: 
 

Washington Garage, on the A283 
Washington Cottages, on the A283 
Spring Gardens, across to the southbound bus-stop on the A24 

 

• There is also a notable lack of footpath and bridleway systems for 
safe movement between the different parts of the Parish. 

 
Other transport and safety issues are dealt with in the body of the text. 
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LOCATION OF ROAD AREAS OF SPECIAL 

CONCERN WITHIN WASHINGTON PARISH 
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2. ROADS AND TRANSPORT 
 
 
 

2.1 INTRODUCTION 
 
 
For many centuries Washington has been 
served well by roads and trackways. The 
most prominent is the Prehistoric track 
along the ridge of the South Downs. 
There is also the route of a Roman road 
where Tudor Village, Gorse Bank Close, 
Rock Road and Spring Gardens now 
stand. Newhouse Lane / Park Lane to 
Warminghurst is a Mediaeval sunken 
lane. Many of the bridleways link farms, 
houses and hamlets and were used by 
shepherds when moving sheep across 
the County. 
 
The modern Parish of Washington is now 
divided into quarters: east-west by the 
A24 and north-south by the A283. Both 
these roads carry a lot of heavy fast 
traffic, onto and over which residents 
have to travel. Since the boundary 
changes in May 2003, the number of 
residents in the Parish has increased 
substantially and new housing 
developments at the nearby village of 
Ashington have also contributed to the 
increase in traffic. With the majority of the 
population of the Parish living west of the 
A24, considerable difficulties are 
experienced in linking the two parts of the 
Parish. 
 
To the south the construction of the road 
bridge over the A24 near North Farm / 
Windlesham School has greatly improved 
the safety and access for visitors and 
residents. The closure of the central 
reservations along the A24, although  
speeding up the traffic, has reduced 
recognised dangerous crossings. The Old 
London Road through Washington Village 
is still used as a fast cut-through from the 
A283 for the traffic joining the A24 
southbound.  
 

Rock Road is notoriously dangerous as 
there is no acceleration lane northbound 
onto the A24 and pedestrians crossing to 
catch buses or get to the village have a 
difficult and dangerous road to negotiate. 
Rock Road is narrow with many blind 
bends, hidden drives on both sides and 
virtually no pavements. 
 
In the Heath Common Ward, “The Lanes” 
are private roads with a 20-mph or less 
speed limit. The residents continue to 
keep the character of this unique area by 
stringent control on access and speed. 
 
On the other hand, residents are near to 
major roads to nearby towns for work, 
school, leisure and airports. 94% of 
residents have at least one car per 
household and so contribute to the 
volume of traffic. From the Parish 
Appraisal Report, it is clear respondents 
find the A24 (50%) and the A283 (59%) a 
significant problem. Speed of traffic is the 
main concern and the lack of a good safe 
footpath system to link the various parts 
of the Parish is also identified. 
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2.2 SUMMARY 
 
 
The topics for consideration in this part of the Parish Plan are: 
 
 

• Roads 

• Footpaths, Bridleways and Pavements 

• Parking 

• Bus Shelters and Post Boxes 

• Fly Tipping and Abandoned Cars 

• Public and Voluntary Transport 
 
 
Data from the Parish Appraisal have been used, together with local knowledge, 
consultation at Village Day, maps, integrated bus timetables and information from the 
voluntary services. WSCC Highways Department has been most helpful in answering our 
questionnaire and we thank them and the other agencies for their assistance. 
 
WSCC Local Transport Plan for West Sussex July 2003 has six key objectives. Most of the 
areas of improvement identified for Washington fall into four of these categories. 
 
 

• Safety 

• Widening of Travel Choice 

• Environmental Enhancement 

• Accessibility to Facilities and Services 

 
 
2.3 ROADS 
 
 
At the present time national speed limits 
apply throughout the Parish, except in the 
private roads in Heath Common. WSCC 
are in the process (autumn 2003) of 
carrying out a speed survey in the Parish 
and hopefully this will lead to speed 
restrictions. However, it should be borne in 
mind that if there were to be any significant 
housing development, such as at RMC site 
or in Lucking’s Yard, the problems on the 
road infrastructure would increase. 
 
The proposed National Park will also 
have an impact on the Parish roads. An 
increase in visitor and service traffic will 
create more pressure that will need to be 
accommodated on these busy roads. 
 

Blind junction: Hamper’s Lane/Merrywood 
Lane with Rock Road as seen from the 
Newhouse Lane junction 
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Identified Areas of Concern 

 
 
Identified Actions 
 

 

 
 
 
 

a) A283 Sullington to Steyning 
b) A283 Dangerous crossings for pedestrians at Washington Cottages and Washington 

Garage 
c) A24 high speed traffic north and south of the Washington Roundabout 
d) A24 Rock Road junction 
e) A24 Spring Gardens junction 
f) A24 Spring Gardens pedestrian access across to southbound bus stop 
g) Washington Roundabout lighting  
h) London Road is used as a fast short cut through Washington Village to the A24 

southbound. 
i) Washington Bostal mix of buses and cars with pedestrians and equestrians 
j) Village Entrance (the turn from the A283) 
k) Rock Road is used as a cut-through road. 
l) Newhouse Lane / Park Lane is also used as a cut-through from Ashington. 
m) Hampers Lane / Rock Road junction 
n) Heath Common Lanes area 

Points a, b, c, d, h, i, k, l and m urgently need the application of speed limits. 
 
In addition: 
 
Point b needs the  provision of safe crossings for school children, residents, camp site 
visitors, walkers and the less mobile. 
 
Point d needs a long northbound acceleration lane onto the A24. 
 
Point e needs improvement to the slip roads that not adequate for the increased traffic. 
 
Point f needs a footbridge over the A24 (already identified by WSCC, depending upon 
funding becoming available). 
 
Point g needs lighting upgrade to improve safety and avoid light pollution in accordance 
with Government Policy on Dark Skies. 
 
Point h also needs traffic calming measures and a weight limit. 
 
Point i needs the closure of the junction from the A24 northbound through the village via 
The Bostal to all traffic except for emergency access. 
 
Point j needs an illuminated bollard to improve safety and the closure of the slip road to 
traffic from the east at The Pike junction south east of The Triangle. 
 
Point k also needs the imposition of a speed limit, a weight limit and a width restriction. 
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2.4 FOOTPATHS, BRIDLEWAYS AND PAVEMENTS 
 
 
As well as vehicle traffic, pedestrians, 
cyclists, equestrians and walkers need to be 
catered for in the Parish. It is clear from the 
Appraisal Report that the network of 
footpaths and bridleways are well used and 
on the whole, well maintained. Blocked and 
over-grown paths are dealt with by the 
Sussex Downs Conservation Board, Parish 
Council, National Trust or WSCC. However 
the majority of concerns are about footways 
(pavements) alongside roads. 
 
In particular the A283 east and west and 
Rock Road are both seen as carrying far 
too much traffic for safe walking, cycling 
and horse riding.-----------------------------------                                                     
         Equestrian view of the A283 
 
A link path suitable for the above groups 
is urgently needed from the village to the 
South Downs Way and from the village 
towards Steyning. 

 
Contact numbers for reporting problems 
on footpaths and bridleways are to found 
in the Appendix section at the end of this 
document.

 
Identified Areas of Concern 

 

a) Rock Road  
b) A283 West  
c) A283 East 
d) A24 Underpass 
e) Washington Bostal 
f) London Road – the well-used pavement from The Street to Washington Garage 

Point l needs speed restriction and possibly reduced width areas or a one-way system 
via Muttons Lane. This medieval sunken road is very narrow with a dangerous exit onto 
Rock Road where the view to the right is severely obstructed by a rise in the road. 
 
Point m needs investigating so as to improve restricted visibility. At this time WSCC 
together with concerned residents and the Parish Council are looking at various 
schemes to improve safety at this junction. 
 
Point n needs emphasis on the private nature of The Lanes by the use of approved 
signing eg Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions 1994 No. 699. 
 
WSCC and other authorities are already aware of all these concerns, but sustained 
pressure by the Parish Council and Residents’ Associations will be needed to ensure 
their resolution. 
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Identified Actions 
 

 
 

2.5 PARKING 
 
As well as moving traffic, some problems 
associated with parked vehicles have 
been identified. There are car parks in 
Georges Lane (National Trust), Village 
Hall, London Road (Recreation Ground) 
and Frieslands (South Downs Way). 
There is also a small area outside the 
church, the Frankland Arms car park and 
roadside parking opposite the pub. These 
are well used and go some way to 
providing parking for visitors and 
residents. However, some areas of the 
Village are very congested, especially at 
weekends and school drop-off and pick-
up times. With the arrival of the proposed 
National Park, extra car parks will almost 
certainly be needed.                     

Point a needs the extension of the pavement from Bracken Lane as well as a speed 
limit. 
 
Point b needs the upgrading and maintenance of the pavement to Storrington (already 
identified by WSCC if developer funding becomes available). 
 
Point c needs the provision of a bridleway from the Village to link with the bridleway at 
Lock’s Farm that leads to the Downs and Steyning.  
 
Point d needs better signing to the underpass that links both parts of the Parish and 
provides a safe crossing of the A24. 
 
Point e needs a new bridleway. The Jubilee Way is proposed (discussions started in 
2003) to link the South Downs Way with the Village by creating a bridleway to complete 
the safe alternative route across the A24. 
 
Point f needs complete refurbishment. At the time of the production of this document 
WSCC are planning to upgrade the section as far as Frankland Mead. 
 
With safety in mind, a, b, e and f in this section have priority and are being progressed. 
 
Although WSCC have no current plans for a cycle way or bridleway along the A283 
from Storrington to Steyning, continued pressure should be applied on WSCC. With the 
inauguration of the National Park, it may be that another authority can be lobbied. 

 
 

 
School Hill at picking-up time 
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Identified Areas of Concern 

Identified Actions 

 
 

2.6 BUS SHELTERS AND POST BOXES 
 
In general, the Parish is well served with 
bus shelters. The Parish Council 
continues to maintain these and to 
monitor the situation. It has recently 
provided a new shelter at Hampers Lane 
in response to local demand. 
 
The Parish has a number of post boxes, 
two of which have issues of road safety 
for stopping vehicles or restriction of 
visibility.

 
 
Identified Areas of Concern 

a) Frankland Arms – inadequate parking spaces opposite 
b) Gateway to the Village 
c) The Triangle 
d)  Village Hall 

Point a needs improvements to the parking layout which would have the dual effect of a 
traffic calming measure by narrowing the road and the regulation of parking at busy 
times. 
 
Point b needs a more aesthetic area in front of the Recreation Ground with better street 
furniture and an improved parking area. 
 
Point c needs drivers who park on the old A283 to stop using the wooded area as a 
toilet. A weight restriction on Village roads, educational signs and other measures are 
needed to alleviate this problem. 
 
Point d needs investigation so as to provide more parking spaces, especially for peak 
periods. 
 
It is hoped that all of these points can be addressed satisfactorily by working with the 
Washington Parish Council, HDC and WSCC. 

 
 

Hampers Lane bus stop 

a) A283 westbound opposite Washington Cottages bus stop 
b) Hampers Lane / Rock Road post box  
c) Windy Ridge / Rock Road post box 
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Identified Actions 
 

 

 
 
2.7 FLY TIPPING AND ABANDONED CARS 
 
Fly tipping and abandoned cars adjacent 
to the highway are persistent problems in 
certain areas of the Parish. 
 
There would seem to be no obvious 
answer to this apart from vigilance and 
camera surveillance. Horsham District 
Council and the Police work actively to 
remove reported items quickly and the 
telephone numbers to call are in the 
Appendix at the end of this document. 
 

 
Identified Areas of Concern          Fly Tipping, Park Lane 

 
Identified Actions 

 

Point a needs the provision of a new bus shelter, however the main area of concern is 
gaining a safe crossing point ( see 2.3 b). 
 
Point b needs to be better sited with a small lay-by to allow cars and the Post Office van 
to pull off the road. This post box site has long been identified as an extra hazard at this 
dangerous location. 
 
Point c needs to be provided with a proper lay-by. 
 
These three concerns are currently being investigated and it is hoped that the problems 
associated with each one will soon be resolved. 

 

a) The Old London Road 
b) The Bostal – road verge and SDW car park 
c) Sandhill Lane 
d) The Triangle and redundant section of the old A283 
e) Roadside verges 

Vigilance is the action here and the reporting of fly tipping continued (see Appendix). 
Nothing attracts rubbish like rubbish! 
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2.8 PUBLIC AND VOLUNTARY TRANSPORT 
 
 
It is not surprising in today’s society that 
the majority of homes in the Parish have 
access to at least one car. The Appraisal 
Report (completed by 63% of 
households) shows that 402 (94%) 
households have access to a car, 194 
(50%) households have two cars, 44 
(11%) have three and 23 (6%) have four 
or more. 
 
For working adults, 41% travel outside 
the Horsham/Worthing area, 26% work 
within the Horsham/Worthing area and 
33% work locally. The large proportion of 
residents willing to travel considerable 
distances to their place of work is an 
indication of the good road links. Crawley 
and the airports at Gatwick and Heathrow 
provide a variety of employments for 
Washington residents 
 
40% of school children are taken to and 
from school by private car and 27% by 
school bus. 
 
It therefore follows that public and 
voluntary transport together cater for a 
comparatively small proportion of the 
Parish population. However it is vital that 
this network is maintained. 
 
For public buses WSCC and HDC 
produce an integrated timetable for the 
buses run by different companies. In 
Washington, buses: 
  No. 1 (Midhurst-Storrington-Worthing) 
  No. 23 (Horsham-Southwater-Worthing) 
are the most popular. 
 
Compass Travel bus number 100 runs 
across the county from Pulborough to 
Burgess Hill via a number of villages. 
 
68% of the 67 Appraisal respondents use 
buses for shopping, 28% for visits to the 
doctor, 22% for dentists’ appointments, 
13% for travel to work, 8% for travel to 
school and 43% use the public system for 

leisure travel. Passenger numbers maybe 
small but these services are crucial to the 
individuals concerned.  
 
Two other agencies provide transport in the 
Parish. The first are the Community 
minibuses from Storrington and Steyning. 
Both these groups have a regular service 
picking up at various places, together with 
a varied programme of day or half-day 
excursions. These, according to the co-
ordinators, are well patronised by 
Washington residents who enjoy the social 
and friendly contact that these 
organisations bring together with the 
convenience of a door-to-door service for 
shopping. 
 

 
 
The second voluntary service is Dial-a 
Ride. At the time that this plan was 
produced (Spring 2004) a Storrington 
branch was in the process of being set 
up. This will provide a service for 
customers who need wheel chair 
transport that the community minibus 
does not offer. 
 
Contact numbers for these organisations 
can be found in the Appendix at the end 
of this document. 

 

 
Storrington Minibus Association 

One of the voluntary transport services 
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Identified Areas of Concern 

 
Identified Actions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

a) A24 Spring Gardens and the A283 at Washington Roundabout access to bus stops  
b) Integrated bus timetables and transport maps for public and voluntary services 

Point a needs safe crossing points. There are considerable problems for residents using 
the public transport system (see 2.3 b, 2.3 f and 2.6 a). Access to the bus stop at Spring 
Gardens is problematic, but WSCC do not see the likelihood of there being a footbridge 
over the A24 in the foreseeable future. However, this is an important issue and will need 
continuing pressure. 
 
Point b The excellent timetables and maps need to be better promoted and made more 
generally available. With good publicity and support, it is hoped that the transport 
schemes serving Washington will continue. The Parish Newsletter will be used to 
further publicise the available transport network. 
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SECTION THREE 
  

HOUSING , EMPLOYMENT, INDUSTRY & EDUCATION 
 

Executive Summary 
 

 
 

This section draws heavily on the Parish Appraisal Report, The Heath 
Common VDS, The Sandgate Conservation Society’s Policy and local 
knowledge. 
 

• There is little enthusiasm for yet more housing development in this 
area and any that might occur should be of modest proportions. The 
need for some affordable housing (rent and buy) was apparent. 
However, finding acceptable locations is problematic. There are three 
potential local brown field sites in the Parish. 

 

• The RMC site (Hampers Lane/A283 junction). A significant part of this 
should be incorporated into the Sandgate Country Park. However, a 
part of the Old Engineering Site has future potential for some 
appropriate modest housing. 

 

• Lucking’s Yard (Old London Road) has already been deemed 
unsuitable for large-scale housing development. However, a number 
of Appraisal respondents identified this site as potentially suitable for 
some small-scale affordable and/or rentable accommodation that 
could be incorporated into this light industrial area in the future. 

 

• Washington Garage has more recently changed ownership, and the 
possibility of some small housing units being incorporated into the 
redevelopment of the site is under consideration (Spring 2004). 

 

• Any significant housing development would have a severe impact on 
the already stretched infrastructure. 

 

• Unemployment is very low in the Parish and most people travel 
elsewhere to work rather than work in the local businesses. 

 
• Local education facilities, especially at Washington First School, were 

felt to be very good for all ages. Unfortunately, due to the current 
unsuitability of the Village Hall, the Washington Playgroup is still 
located in Ashington and is unlikely to return in the near future.  
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LOCATION MAP FOR HOUSING, EMPLOYMENT, 

INDUSTRY AND EDUCATION SECTION 
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3. HOUSING, EMPLOYMENT, INDUSTRY AND EDUCATION 
 
 

3.1 HOUSING 
 
The majority of residents enjoy living in 
Washington Parish, as demonstrated by 
their response to the Parish Appraisal 
questionnaire. Almost a third of the 
respondents have lived here for more 
than 20 years. 90% of the respondents 
were owner-occupiers, with 65% of these 
living in detached properties. 
 
The Appraisal Report showed that three-
quarters of the respondents thought that 

Washington does not need, or will not 
need, any more housing. However, 50 
respondents said that their existing 
accommodation was too large or too 
small. Of these, 16 had tried to find 
suitable alternative housing within the 
area, but had been unsuccessful. 
 
From the Appraisal Report and local 
knowledge, it was concluded that there 
was only a limited need for new housing 
in the Parish. This should be mainly small 
properties for young or elderly couples or 
single people and it would need to be 
affordable for people on low incomes. 19 
respondents commented on the need for 
starter homes for young people and there 
was a significant desire for rented modest 
accommodation, in addition to that 

provided by Wiston Estate. (When no 
longer needed by Estate tenants, these 
few properties will eventually become 
available for rent on the open market.) 
 
However, because of the lack of local 
facilities, it was felt that elderly people, 
particularly the disabled, would find it very 
difficult to live in the Parish unless they 
had their own transport. 
 
There was no need for large housing 
schemes such as those that been 
previously proposed for the Lucking’s site 
off the Old London Road or might be 
proposed for the RMC site at the A283 / 
Hampers Lane junction. 
 
Ideally, both these sites would not be 
used for any future industry or housing 
projects. Realistically, however, it is 
probable that both these sites will be 
subject to some development proposals. 
 
 Proposals will of course be judged on 
their individual merit and it may be that a 
scheme that includes non-invasive light 
industry might be considered acceptable. 
Any housing should be limited in number 
and a mix of modest properties and 
include a provision for affordable housing 
for local people, if not provided elsewhere 
in the meantime (eg at Washington 
Garage). 
 
Development of these sites may require 
improvements to the infrastructure of the 
Parish, including pedestrian and cycle 
crossings on the A283, cycle-ways to 
Washington, Ashington and Storrington, 
larger school capacity, road and public 
transport improvements. 
  

 

More Housing?

YES

NO
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3.2 EMPLOYMENT AND INDUSTRY 
 
The team looked at the situation in the 
Parish based on the results of the Parish 
Appraisal and the local knowledge of the 
team members. 
 
It was concluded that there was not an 
employment problem as only 13 people 
i.e. 3% of those who responded said that 
they were unemployed. Notwithstanding 
this, 42% of respondents said they would 
like to see more employment locally. 
Horticulture was the main choice, 
followed by light industry. 
-
 
The job situation was looked at in depth as follows: 
 
Twelve businesses were visited including: 
Somerfields in Storrington, Thakeham 
Concrete Products, Rock Nurseries, 

Castle Kitchens, Washington Cars, The 
Garden Centre, Rupert Toovey, Kate’s 
Cakes and Trafalgar Bearings. 

a) Support an up-to-date Housing Needs Survey within the Parish. 
 
b) Support any appropriate development arising from the Housing Needs Survey. 
 
c) Carefully monitor development plans to ensure compliance with Parish aspirations. 

What type of housing?
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Kate’s Cakes had 20 vacancies, but had 
been unable to recruit locally. Castle 
Kitchens have never had an applicant 
from Washington. 
 
This shows there is either no demand for 
this type of employment locally, or 
residents who might be interested have 
not been aware of the vacancies.  A jobs 
notice-board located in the Parish was 
suggested. 

North Farm has approximately 12 small 
businesses plus an outside sand-school, 
and it is envisaged that these will remain. 
In the proposed draft plan for this site, it 
may be possible that a farm shop, parking 
and a small restaurant / coffee shop may 
be incorporated. 
 
Likewise, at Sandhills there are a few 
businesses, each employing 1 - 3 people.

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.3 EDUCATION 
 
There are two educational establishments 
in the Parish. These are St. Mary’s 
Church of England First School in the 
Village and Windlesham House School at 
the southern end of the Parish. 
 
Windlesham House School is an IAPS 
coeducational boarding preparatory 
school for children aged 8 to 13. The 
school is set in 60 acres of downland and 
has over 40 resident staff. On the same 
site is Little Windlesham, which caters for 
pre-school children. 
 
However, only 3 children from the Parish 
were identified as attending Windlesham 
House School.  
 
Most young children attend St. Mary’s 
(Washington) First School, with a small 
number of children attending First 
Schools outside the Parish. 
 
The 2001 Ofsted Report on Washington 
First School was glowing and last year it 
was recognised as being a “particularly 
successful school” in the Ofsted Chief 
Inspector’s Annual Report. 
 

St Mary’s CE First School, Washington 
 
It was felt the catchment area for this 
School needs to be altered to conform to 
the new Parish boundaries This will help to 
build community spirit between the two 
Wards of the Parish and in the School as 
50% of the present intake comes from 
outside the catchment area. 
 
On leaving Washington First School, 
pupils usually progress to Rydon Middle 
School and thereafter move to Steyning 
Grammar School, although a significant 

a) Investigate the viability, location and maintenance of a Jobs’ Notice Board in the 
Parish. 

 
b) Consult with Wiston Estate in the proposed development of the North Farm site. 
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number go further afield for their 
education. 
 
88% of Appraisal respondents said that 
they were happy with the local schools. 
 
We are well served with a good range of 
Adult Education opportunities at Rydon 
School / Community College, Steyning 
and at Chanctonbury Leisure Centre in 
Storrington. 
 

Unfortunately, the Washington Playgroup 
is held in Ashington, as the Washington 
Village Hall is not currently suitable. This 
is not an ideal situation. 
 
To help ease the school traffic congestion 
morning and afternoon, some form of 
communal transport should be organised. 
 
A speed limit of 20 miles per hour is 
needed in the Village on safety grounds. 
 

 
 
 
 
  

SECTION THREE 
  

HOUSING , EMPLOYMENT, INDUSTRY & EDUCATION 
 

Executive Summary 
 

 
 

a) Investigate the potential for redefining the Washington First School catchment area to 
correspond with the new Parish boundaries. 

 
b) Support appropriate refurbishment of the Village Hall to meet Playgroup standards. 
 
c) Determine the potential for communal transport to alleviate the morning and afternoon 

traffic congestion. 
 
d) Lobby for a 20mph speed limit within the Village (See 2. Roads and Transport). 
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SECTION 4               
 

RECREATION AND LEISURE 
 

 

Executive Summary 

 
This section reviews the recreation and leisure facilities that are 
available within Washington Parish. These are almost entirely centred 
within the Village itself. 
 

• In addition to the topics covered herein, the Village is home to a 
Camp Site and the Frankland Arms public house. Walkers, 
equestrians and cyclists enjoy the network of footpaths and 
bridleways, including the popular South Downs Way that runs along 
the top of the escarpment past Chanctonbury Ring. All these 
amenities attract many visitors to the Parish. 

 

• Footpaths, bridleways and cycle-ways are discussed in more detail in 
Chapter Two, Roads and Transport. 

 

• The Village Hall is a well-used centre for events, meetings and clubs. 
It was originally built over 80 years ago and, despite the extensions 
and updates, is in serious need of modernisation.  

 

• The Recreation Ground would benefit significantly from much-needed 
drainage improvement and extension to the available facilities. These 
could include upgrading the tennis court to a floodlit all-weather 
playing area, providing more seating and a public toilet. 

 

• Although the Heath Common Ward is of a similar population size to 
the Washington Ward (albeit at a much higher housing density), it is 
almost totally devoid of localised amenities. The shops have long 
since gone and the “Marley Football Ground” is no longer available. 
However, the Ward does benefit from its proximity to the National 
Trust open spaces  (Warren Hill & Sullington Warren) and the 
Sandgate Park Conservation area. 
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4. RECREATION AND LEISURE 
 
4.1 Introduction 
 
The population of Washington Parish is 
somewhat dispersed, and apart from the 
Old Village centre itself, which stretches 
from Stocks Mead in the south to The 
Recreation Ground in the north, there are 
various pockets of population to be found in 
the Heath Common Ward in the north-west 
of the Parish, as well as the two housing 
estates, Montpelier Gardens and Spring 
Gardens which are both sited to the north 
of The Parish. There are sundry other 
smaller pockets of population within the 
Parish boundary that would be isolated 
without any form of transport. 

The reality of living within such rural 
boundaries is that there is a limit to the type 
and size of facilities that could be provided 
for the residents. The ward of Washington 
has the large recreation area and a Village 
Hall. There are no areas in the Heath 
Common Ward that are presently 
dedicated to any form of sporting 
recreation. 
 
Further consideration of the provision of 
better transport to existing facilities outside 
The Parish is made within the Roads and 
Transport section of this plan. 
 

 
The main topics that are considered in this section are three of the bastions of Village Life: 
The Village Hall, the School and the Church. And, in addition, the other facilities and 
amenities that could (realistically) be improved upon or provided. 
 
 

 

4.2 The Village Memorial Hall 
 
The re-furbishment of our dilapidated 
building is ‘Fundamental to Social Gain’ 
and the Parish Council is whole-heartedly 
supportive of the project. 
 
HDC have confirmed their commitment to a 
grant of £30k, with the possibility of a 
further £20k, subject to “satisfactory 
progress”. Together with potential grants 
from Biffaward and Viridor Environmental 
Coy and raised funds, this could total 
£170k. We are enormously grateful for all 
the help and support given to this project. 
 
Phase 1 plans cover re-roofing the main 
hall, new stronger curtilage walls and an 
entrance lobby at an estimated £140k. This 

work will require the main hall to be out of 
action for about 6 months. 
 
The next phase (which will need further 
funding) is envisaged to encompass new 
toilets, new kitchen and the re-roofing and 
re-furbishment of the small hall. 
 
The objective is to secure the long-term 
future of the Hall as a social centre for the 
benefit of all, well worth a potential 2 years 
of disruption. 
 
It is also hoped that local doctors might be 
encouraged to open a limited Surgery for 
parishioners who find it difficult to travel. 

a) The Village Hall Management Committee, with the support of the Parish Council, to 
continue to explore fund-raising for the improvement of the Village Hall structure, 
facilities and amenities. 

 
b) It is suggested that the Parish Council investigate the possible provision of a part-

time local Doctors’ Surgery in the Village Hall. 
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4.3 The Village School 
 
St Mary’s School is a Church of England 
Controlled School, which is funded by the 
L.E.A. 
 
There are 90 pupils attending the school, 
and priority is given to children living within 
the catchment area, which follows, (but not 
entirely), the Parish boundary. 
 
The school benefits from a Swimming Pool. 
Although it is sited in the school grounds, 

the Community Grant that was given by 
BIFFA, stated that it must be provided for 
Community use. 
 
It is a teaching pool, and its depth lends 
itself to be used by a properly constituted 
Swimming Club. There is only a need to 
provide a properly qualified first-aider, and 
1 adult per 14 attendees. 
 
-

 

 
 
 
 

4.4 St Mary’s Church 
 
4.4.1 The Church 
 
St Mary’s Church, Washington is joined 
with Ashington, Wiston and Buncton 
under the ministry of the Rector of 
Ashington. ( Note that the ecclesiastical 
parish boundary does not necessarily 
coincide with the Local Government 
parish boundary)  The Church is a Grade 
2* listed building with a 15th century 
tower, a largely Victorian nave and a peal 
of six bells. It is particularly noted for its 
ceiling and its Elizabethan alabaster 
monument to the Byne family depicting 
them in Shakespearean dress. 
 
The Church authorities have given a view 
as to how they see any developments 
that can be made to enhance their role, 
and to provide some facilities that would 
be of advantage to the Community as a 
whole. 
 
The plans are in a very early stage of 
formulation, but it is hoped that they 

could include the provision of a kitchen 
and toilet facilities at the Church and 
some modern form of heating. 
 
It is important to note that any work that 
is undertaken should be sympathetic and 
would involve fund-raising. However, if 
the Community could see the benefit of 
the work that is proposed, we are sure 
that this could be achieved. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

b) It is to be hoped that interested parties could develop a properly constituted 
Swimming Club. 

 

Encourage the Community to become more involved with the Church and its future 
plans for the development of facilities and to promote its connection with the Parish. 
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4.4.2 The First Extension Graveyard 
 
The Parish Council assumed the 
maintenance of the First Extension 
Graveyard some years ago. 
 
A contractor is employed to keep the 
Graveyard in good order, but it has 
recently come to light that major works 
need to be undertaken. 
 
The Parish Council has formed a 
committee to review the extent of this 
ongoing undertaking, and has put aside 
substantial funding to contribute towards 

the necessary work. Additionally, it is 
seeking grants that would help to offset 
the costs. 
 
As of March 2004, the extensive 
perimeter walls have been cleared of 
overgrowth to see what repairs need to 
be done. Because of the severity of the 
ingress of ivy, the broken stonework is to 
be repaired immediately, before there is 
further deterioration and risk to the public 
from falling stones. 

 
 
 
The work schedule, in order of priority, is as follows: 
 

1. A Health and Safety Report is being carried out to ascertain which of the 
monuments are unstable and in need of repair. 

 
2. A stonemason will be engaged to carry out these repairs. 

 
3. One dangerous tree on the wall adjoining the second extension graveyard is to 

be immediately felled, and another lopped to ensure its stability. 
 
4. The large branches overhanging the second extension graveyard and the track 

to Taintes Orchard are to be immediately lopped. 
 

5. The Probation Service will provide labour to undertake coppicing, shrub-
removal, cleaning up, and general tidying of the graves to allow shingle to be 
added to the actual grave-plots to make them more attractive. This will 
commence after the graveyard is deemed safe. 

 
6. The banks on either side of the entrance into the graveyard are to be repaired. 

 
7. A five-year programme of felling of the surplus trees is to be proposed in order 

to open-up the area. 
 

8. A bench will be provided - probably under the Holm Oak. 
 
 
 
The Parish Council is to continue with the work schedule as a matter of priority and 
seek grants and available funding. 
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4.5 Other Facilities 
 

.1 Jockey Meadow  .4 Village Shop 

.2 Recreation Areas  .5 Other Amenities 

.3 Allotments   .6 Seating and Bus-Shelters 
 
4.5.1 Jockey Meadow 

 
The local National Trust has been 
fundamental in developing Jockey Meadow 
(a large field adjacent to the Recreation 
Ground) into a natural area of recreation. 
 
It is expected, by The Trust, that when it is 
open to the public, there will be no 
immediate impact on the Parish with 
regards to traffic-generation, litter, or car 
parking. 

The Parish Council welcomes this, and 
considers that it can only be of benefit to 
the Parish overall. 
 
Part of the meadow has been allocated to 
St Mary’s School, and it will become a 
conservation area due to the terrain. It is 
hoped that this be formally developed in 
the next few years. 

 
4.5.2 Recreation Areas 
 
The present Recreation Area amenities are 
desperately lacking. 
 
The Parish Council has recently co-
ordinated a community project to provide a 
Youth Shelter, for use as a meeting place, 
in the Recreation Field. This has been a 
great success, and it is used both in the 
day and the evening by a cross-section of 
the Community.-------------------------------------
 
 
            Washington Youth Shelter 
It is additionally proposed that: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

a) The ditches are cleared to enable the ground to drain properly, so that the fields can 
be used for the sporting activities that are presently lacking. 

 
b) The current tennis-court is converted to a floodlit all-weather playing area that would 

be available on a no-pay basis for both Clubs and individuals. This is an idea 
welcomed by the headmistress of St Mary’s school, as they have little space to 
provide this type of formal play-area for their pupils, 

 
c) More benches should be provided to cater for the occasional visitor. 
 
d) A public toilet is made available, with additional signposts in The Village to guide 

people to it. There are many walkers in The Parish who would benefit from such a 
facility. 
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4.5.3 Allotments 
 
All of the available plots are let and there is a waiting list. 
 
 
 
 
4.5.4 Village Shop 
 
It is hoped that the current shop, which is 
sited at The Frankland Arms, may be 
moved to rather larger premises on the 
Washington Garage site. 
 

It is recognised that this could be a 
tremendous boon to the community, as not 
all residents have the ability to travel very 
far to do their shopping and also this might 
encourage social interactivity. 

 
4.5.5 Other Facilities  
 
Within The Heath Common Ward: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.5.6 Bus-Shelters 
 
There is an urgent need for a shelter 
opposite Washington Cottages on the west 
side of the A24/A283 roundabout. The lay-
by gives no protection to people waiting 
there, as traffic speeding off the 
roundabout, towards Storrington creates 
very uncomfortable conditions for both 
young and old. 

The present bus-shelters tend to suffer 
vandalism, which may be discouraged by 
the provision of lighting at these shelters in 
the future. 
 
Bus-shelters are additionally reviewed in 
Section Two, Item 2.6. 
 

 

a) The Parish Council is to explore the possibility of a water standpipe. 

a) Identify requirements for additional seating and provide as appropriate. 
 
b) Could The Marley Football Ground be re-opened for recreational use? 

b) Consideration should be given to providing vandal-proof lighting at the bus-shelters. 
 
c) There is needed a policy to clean all of the shelters on a regular basis. 
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WASHINGTON PARISH PLAN 2004 

 
Appendix 

 
 

 
Contact Telephone Numbers 

 
Reporting footpath problems 
South of A283, Sussex Downs Conservation Board: 01243 558704 
North of A283, West Sussex County Council:  01243 777620 
Abandoned cars, Horsham District Council:  01403 733144 
Fly tipping:       01403 733144 
Stagecoach Coastline:     08451 210170 
Compass Travel:      01903 233767 
Metrobus:       01293 449191 
Community Mini-bus Storrington:    01903 742078 
Community Mini-bus Steyning:    01903 815181 
Dial-a-Ride:       01798 875600 
The National Trust Office, Slindon:   01243 814554 
Washington Parish Clerk:     01798 812332 

 
 Washington Village web-site: www.washington-village.freeserve.co.uk 
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