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STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

HELD IN THE 

MAIN HALL, THE PARISH HALL, 

THAKEHAM ROAD, STORRINGTON, 

ON 

WEDNESDAY, 4TH MAY 2022, 

commencing at 7.00 p.m. 
 

Present: Mrs A Worthington-Leese in the Chair (and Chairman, Planning and Development 

Committee), Mr S Matthews (Chairman, Information, Communications and Environment 

Committee), Mrs L Wheatley (Chairman, Recreation and Property Committee). 

   

28 Members of the Public. 

 

Also Present: Joan Grech (District Councillor) 

   

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish Meeting.   

 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. Apologies were received from County Councillor Marshall, and District 

Councillors Dawe and Wright. 

 

2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.  These were duly AGREED to be a correct record of the 

proceedings thereat and were signed by the Chairman. 

 

3. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT.  Mrs Worthington-Leese presented the following report. 

 

Welcome everyone. It’s nice to actually be able to meet in person this year as we have been unable to hold 

this meeting since 2019 because of Covid. This put a stop to many activities but it really seems like the worst 

of the pandemic is now behind us and life is returning to some sort of normality. 

 

Despite the pandemic the council has had a fairly busy year. Since the last meeting we have several new 

councillors so welcome to David, Doug, Stuart, Sharon, Teresa and Jim. Many of you will know Jim who for 

many years stood as a Horsham District Councillor and has now decided to come back to his roots and rejoin 

the Parish Council. I have no doubt that his experience at Horsham will be of great help to us. We also have a 

new Assistant Clerk so welcome to Lauren who seems to be settling in very well and getting to grips with 

things. 

 

Sadly, having new councillors means that we have lost a few councillors, most recently Richard Evea and 

Alan Head. Both were a great asset to the Council but in particular Alan will be missed because of his lengthy 

experience. Alan first sat on the then Storrington Parish Council and when Storrington and Sullington merged 

he then joined the new Storrington & Sullington Council. Alan was always the voice of reason in any 

discussion and he will be greatly missed. I tried to persuade him to stay but after around 30 years he feels he 

has done his bit!! 
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2021 saw the centenary of the Royal British Legion and Storrington was chosen as one of the hosts of the 

torch relay organised to celebrate this occasion, which was obviously a great honour and in August last year, 

following the relaxing of restrictions, we held a “Welcome Back” street party which was a great success. 
 

Over the last few months we have suffered from increasing levels of anti-social behaviour and wanton 

vandalism, in particular of the fence around the Mill Pond which has been vandalised some 3 or 4 times. We 

have had several meetings with the police and for the moment things seem to have calmed down – hopefully I 

am not speaking too soon! 

 

We have, after much deliberation, decided not to go ahead with installing a public toilet in the village. This 

was set to cost upwards of £70,000 plus around £5,000 per year for maintenance and public toilets are 

notorious targets for vandalism. When the Power garage opened its owners were keen to make their toilets 

available to the public. This is obviously a much more secure arrangement as the premises are constantly 

staffed and open for long periods of time. We have contributed some of the funds raised from the public for 

toilets towards the maintenance of these toilets and we are very grateful to the owners for allowing the public 

to use them. All you need to do is request the key from the till as they are kept locked to prevent vandalism. 

 

This year the 2 year trial of village wardens came to an end and the council voted to extend the contract, so 

our thanks go to Chris and Alison for all of their efforts. During the height of the pandemic the wardens (at 

the time, Chris and Steve) were instrumental in setting up and running the volunteer hub that was of vital 

assistance to many of our more vulnerable residents. 

 

One of the major tasks of this last year has been the Parish Council’s involvement and investment in getting 

the Leisure Centre, whose operators went bust, back up and running but I’m sure that Lisa will expand on that 

in her report. 

 

Another initiative of the Parish Council, following WSCC’s decision to close the Family Centre in West 

Street, was to offer the Football Pavilion for Healthy Child sessions. This seems to be working well and 

builds on our desire for these buildings to serve the community as a whole rather than a single part of it. 

 

We have also installed 2 new defibrillators on our buildings to provide vital life-saving equipment. One is 

here at the Parish Hall and the other outside the Football Pavilion. These are available for anyone to use and 

can be the difference between life and death in an emergency. I’m told they are very simple to operate and 

give the user simple, clear instructions. 

 

Obviously, many more things have gone on, but I think this gives you a flavour of the work of the Parish 

Council. 

 

Lastly, I would like to thank Tracey and Lauren (and Caroline, who has left) for their hard work this year and 

also all councillors but in particular my Vice Chairman, Lisa, and the Chairmen and Vice Chairmen of the 

Committees. 

 

4. INFRASTRUCTURE, COMMUNICATIONS AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE REPORT.   Mr. 

Matthews presented the following report: 

 

Due to the Covid Pandemic and several lockdowns the I.C.E Committee was suspended. Agenda items were 

included in the main Parish Council meetings. 

 

For the past 2 years and before I was co-opted onto the Parish Council and then Chair of the I.C.E 

Committee, there hav been some works and some small events carried out. We re-commenced the I.C.E 

Committee meetings in September 2021 
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Drainage works were carried out in the recreation ground car park in preparation for the re-opening of the 

Leisure Centre. 

 

Events, all be it in the latter part of 2021, included a well-received Welcome Back Street Party, in an effort to 

showcase Storrington and the High Street, and a Christmas Late Shopping/Carol Service in the High Street 

and surrounding businesses. 

 

This year we are in the process of planning the Queen’s Jubilee Celebrations and a Christmas Late Shopping 

Day. 
 

We, as a Parish Council, have supported the proposed A27 bypass. 

 

Energy Audits were carried out recently on all Parish Council buildings. We are planning projects to reduce 

our carbon footprint and to improve our energy efficiency. 

 

Old Mill Square car park will be refurbished soon, although I would like to add that as a Parish Council, we 

have had little input into the refurbishment plans. This is being carried out by Horsham District Council. 

Monies from the parking fees are paying for the works. 

 

I have also been out with our Wardens and P.C.S.O, to get a better understanding of the problems that were 

faced during the lockdowns. This was mainly brought about due to the younger members of this parish and 

beyond causing vandalism, anti-social behaviour and a general nuisance. 

 

We have also been looking at fibre broadband for the area. We were approached by various suppliers and 

Giganet seem to be further ahead in their plans to install fibre broadband in our area. 

  

I have been Chair of the I.C.E Committee since Sept 2021 and been on the Parish Council since Oct 2020. I 

moved to Storrington in June 2019 having spent over 20 years in the Brighton area. This has been the best 

move I have ever made and feel very ‘at home’ in Storrington. Being here and on the Parish Council has 

improved my mental health tremendously. 

 

I would like to thank the Parish Clerk, Tracey, for her support and guidance, oh and wisdom. To all the Parish 

Councillors for your support, guidance and making me feel very welcome in every meeting. 

 

5. RECREATION AND PROPERTY COMMITTEE REPORT.  Mrs Wheatley presented the following 

report: 

  
Lockdown restrictions meant that renovations to our buildings were possible. We took advantage of the lack 

of hirers to replace the hall doors, renovate the hall floor and relay the pathway to the hall. 

 

Restrictions in operations to the leisure industry due to the pandemic put our much-loved leisure centre in a 

precarious position. With its future uncertain, the decision was taken to support the new board of trustees in 

keeping this valuable community asset going. Both financial and practical support was offered and together 

with a new focused operating and management team, the leisure centre has survived. One year on the facility 

is flourishing, not only providing a fitness hub, but also a community and well-being destination. 
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Increases in anti-social behaviour during lockdown resulted in damage to property; in response an improved  

CCTV system has been installed. Easing of restrictions has resulted in less reports of this behaviour but the 

new system will assist in protecting both Parish and personal property. 

 

A new liaison group has been set up in order to improve communications between the users of the recreation 

ground, namely the parish council, the cricket club, the leisure centre and the football club. These meetings 

are held quarterly and although, at times, challenging, it is hoped that we can streamline co-operation for all. 

 

Plans for a new outdoor gym at Sullington were halted due to the pandemic but are now progressing. Designs 

are available to view at the hall and we welcome your thoughts and ideas on this exciting new project. 

 

Lastly, many thanks to Tracey, Lauren and Peter for all of their assistance. Also thank you to Bob and the 

members of the committee for your support and hard work throughout the year. 

 

6.  PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE REPORT.  Mrs Worthington-Leese presented the 

following report. 

 

This year we have considered and responded to 148 applications, almost identical to 2020-2021 when we 

considered 150 applications. The number of appeals was almost the same with 10 in 2020-2021 and 12 this 

year. Of these 12 appeals, 6 have been dismissed and 2 allowed. The remainder are still awaiting a decision. 

In fact, one which was allowed has subsequently been quashed because of Water Neutrality. 

 

What is Water neutrality? Well, Natural England, a government body, has ruled that the RAMSAR site at 

Hardham and Pulborough, which is where water is extracted from the river, cannot support additional water 

extraction. There is a tiny, tiny snail which only lives there and in one other location is the UK, which is 

under threat. Natural England have therefore banned ALL development that cannot demonstrate that it does 

not take additional water out of the system. This means that only those applications which already have full 

planning permission can go ahead. Anything that only has outline permission and all new applications, even 

extensions involving water, have to meet this requirement. This is liable to continue for many months, if not 

years. 

 

Obviously, this has put the brakes on the new Local Plan until a solution is found. At the moment there is a 

great deal of uncertainty about what housing numbers the district is going to be expected to provide and as 

you can imagine, there are lots of discussions going on. This makes any sort of planning nigh on 

impossible… we simply do not know how many houses this parish will be expected to find, in addition to 

those in the Neighbourhood Plan, but rest assured we are not just sitting back and waiting. The new Leader of 

Horsham District Council, Jonathan Chowen is holding a series of public meetings and we are attending one 

of these in Pulborough on 17 May and we are in constant correspondence with Horsham on this subject. 

 

Some time ago this Parish Council resolved to plant 2 trees for every one that we have to remove for 

whatever reason and we have undertaken some of this planting with children from Storrington First School. 

Later this year, when the weather is right, another session is planned. 

 

So for the moment, the planning committee’s workload is much smaller than usual but I suspect that if and 

when a solution is found to the water issue there may well be a tsunami of applications – pardon the pun! 

 

Again, I would like to thank Caroline, our Deputy Clerk who has since left, for all her hard work on planning 

and Lauren for taking over from her, although because of this water situation it has so far been quite hard for  
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her to get to grips with planning. I would also like to thank Alan, my Vice Chairman, for his help and support 

over the last year. 

 

7. FINANCIAL REPORT.  The figures for the financial year 1st April, 2021 to 31st March, 2022 had been 

prepared for audit and would be presented to the Parish Council at its meeting on 25th May 2022. The 

unaudited accounts would be available for inspection by members of the public from Monday 6th June, by 

prior appointment with the Clerk. 

 

8. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION.  The following handouts were available. 

  

• Mill Lane Car Park Improvements - Final Layout. 

• Storrington Air Quality Steering Group – Update 2022. 

• Finance Document 

• Parish Council Newsletter April 2022. 

 

 The following matters were raised. 

  

• Overgrown Hedges and foliage.  A member of the public complained about various areas where 

overgrowth was becoming a problem and agreed to provide the Clerk with a list. 

 

• Ultra Fast Broadband.  A member of the public referred to Cllr Matthew’s report and enquired 

about Giganet’s planned presentations.  The Clerk reported that these would be held on 21st and 

24th June at Place Villerest and the company would also be represented at the Queen’s Jubilee 

Festival on 4th June. 

 

• Speed and weight of traffic on A283 Washington Road.  Members of the public asked what 

action was being taken to address speeding and volume of traffic and Mrs Worthington-Leese 

referred to a recent meeting with WSCC’s Highways Department to review the signage and a 

variety of proposals had been agreed including a traffic survey to assess the extent to which the 

HGV restriction on School Hill is being ignored, writing to landowners where signs are obscured 

by overgrowth and introducing new signs.  She also reported that an application for a Traffic 

Regulation Order for 20 mph restrictions on Manleys Hill and School Hill was being progressed. 

 

• Parish Council Finances.  A member of the public commented on the Finances document and 

enquired whether the public were entitled to view the accounts in detail.  The Clerk commented 

that the unaudited accounts would be available from 6th June. 

 

• The Glebe Field.  Responding to a request for an update on the situation with the Glebe Field, 

Mrs Worthington-Leese reported that the Parish Council had declined to accept ownership of the 

open space until drainage measures to address flooding issues had been tested.  Now that these 

measures had appeared to have resolved the issues, the Parish Council had requested a site 

meeting to review any maintenance requirements prior to the transfer of ownership.  

 

• High Street Litter Bins.  A member of the public commented that some of the litter bins were in 

very poor condition and Mrs Worthington-Leese agreed that these should be inspected and a 

schedule to replace them should be drawn up.  Enquiries were made about the success of the 

dual-purpose bins that had been installed and the Clerk was asked to find out more. 
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• Paved Area at Place Villerest.  A member of the public reported that the paved area at the 

junction of the High Street with Old Mill Drive was becoming increasingly uneven.  The Clerk 

had reported this previously to WSCC and had been advised that the levels were within tolerable 

extents but she was asked to report this matter again as the condition may have worsened since 

then. 

 

 Mrs Worthington thanked everyone for attending and invited them to take refreshments. 

 

The meeting closed at 7.55 pm 


