

STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
HELD IN THE

MAIN HALL, THE PARISH HALL,

THAKEHAM ROAD, STORRINGTON,

ON

WEDNESDAY, 29TH APRIL, 2015,

commencing at 7.00 p.m.
Present:
Mrs A Worthington-Leese in the Chair


54 Members of the Public.

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish Meeting.  

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE There were no apologies. 

2.
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.  These were duly AGREED to be a correct record of the proceedings thereat and were signed by the Chairman.

3. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT.  Mrs Worthington-Leese presented the following report.
This year we have had quite a few changes on the Council. Firstly and very sadly Don Roper passed away in August of last year. Don was a stalwart of the council and could always be relied upon to liven up meetings. He is greatly missed.

During the year we had 2 resignations, from Linda Younger and Glenn Donnelly and we have 3 councillors who will not be standing again in the election. These are Sarah Todd, Peter Gilham and David Atkins. I would like to thank all those councillors who have left or are leaving the council for their contribution in their time with us.

As a result, we now have 3 new councillors: Paul Marshall (who is now also standing for the District Council), Gail Kittle and Diana Neophytou, all of whom are gradually becoming more involved in various projects. For those of you who have been counting, this means that we now have 4 vacancies so if anyone would like to come along and be part of the Council please do contact the Clerk.

During this year we have had a couple of Italian markets, which have been very well received and we hope to have more such events in the coming year. We are currently in the process of liaising with Hometown Festivals to organise the new Summer Festival, which we hope will be a great success and be the first of many.
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In August we inaugurated the new poppy garden and renamed the village pond the Memorial Pond, in commemoration of the start of World War I. The event was well attended and we even had a rendition of the Last Post by the son of one of our councillors. A bench was 
donated by The Rotary Club and is now in situ near the poppy garden. This was followed on 11 November by the unveiling of a replica of the original WWI Roll of Honour, replaced in its original position outside the White Horse. This was accompanied by a 2 minute silence and we even succeeded in bringing all traffic to a halt in the High Street!

Unfortunately, as you know, the Mill Stream Medical Centre closed this year but, with the aim of having a brand new, much larger, medical centre Horsham District Council purchased the building. Negotiations are ongoing to try and bring this to fruition but I think we should all thank the Glebe Surgery who are doing a sterling job in coping with a large influx of patients – we hope that the current temporary arrangements will not have to last too much longer…

The major undertaking of this year has been, and continues to be, the production of the Neighbourhood Plan. Some of you will have been involved in focus groups and we thank you for your input. The public consultation elicited some 180 responses and on the basis of those responses we have made a few changes to the plan. This means that we now have to undertake a second 6 week public consultation. Whilst this will inevitably delay the final adoption of the plan, we hope that it will make the final plan more robust and more likely to pass the examination. Any responses received to this consultation will be forwarded with the plan to HDC and to the examiner with previous responses received. I would urge everyone to vote when the time comes, as without a plan we are very vulnerable to the type of speculative development that we have been seeing recently.

I would like to thank all councillors for their hard work and their support over the last year. I would also like to thank our Clerk, Tracey, and our Deputy Clerk, Caroline, for their all their hard work and support as well – it is not easy having 15 bosses! Tracey in particular has been very heavily involved in the Neighbourhood Plan which at times has been a very frustrating process but she got to grips with it and the task would have been much harder without her support.

I would also like to thank Tim, our premises manager for all his work – we have even managed to involve him in the Neighbourhood Plan at times so it has been a real team effort.

Before I go through the changes that we have made we will hear the reports from the committee Chairmen and we will then come back to the Neighbourhood Plan. 
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4.
INFRASTRUCTURE, COMMUNICATIONS AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE REPORT.   Mr. Evea presented the following report:
I was elected to the position of Chairman in the saddest of circumstances following the loss of Don Roper.  I only knew Don for a short time but found him an impressive character with a deep love of and commitment to our community. It will be a tough task to follow him.

Much of our work can be reported under four headings.
The Pond

A Poppy bed and plaque were installed to commemorate the 100 year anniversary of the start of WWI and the pond renamed “Storrington Memorial Pond”.  A Formal event re-opening was held in August 2014.

This area of the pond has been enhanced by the kind donation by Storrington & District Rotary Club of a bench.  It was installed next to the poppy bed with a formal hand over in the Autumn.

Museum.

After a successful bid for funding from the Heritage Lottery, volunteers from the Storrington museum re-produced the Roll of Honour which has been installed at its original location in the High Street.  An unveiling ceremony was held on Remembrance Day.

Village Events.

Two Italian markets held over the last twelve months with three more planned for this year along with a continental market in October.

A Successful village day took place in June 2014 – unfortunately this year’s event has been cancelled for a number of reasons including, significantly, a clash of dates with the Goodwood Festival of Speed.

There is a Storrington Summer Festival planned for July which promises to be a very enjoyable family event.

As ever, there was a very good attendance at the Storrington Christmas Night and plans are underway for this year – including new streetlight decorations.
STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Annual Parish Meeting Minutes

29th May 2015

PC Communications & website.

The council will be reviewing the way in which it communicates with the public over the coming months. We are looking at how we can not only let the community know what we are doing but also canvass views and opinions to help us work more closely with and for you.
5.
RECREATION AND PROPERTY COMMITTEE REPORT.  Mrs Wheatley presented the following report:


This year has been a relatively quiet one for the Recreation and Property Committee.
The Leisure Centre merged with Adur Community Leisure after consultation with its voting members.  An impressive refurbishment project was completed at the centre providing enhanced facilities, a fresh new look and an exciting programme of classes and events.

After much persistence the Parish Council finally reached agreement regarding the disposal of funds from the Steyning Cuthman Centre.  These funds are being used to fund the youth club managed by Splash for Schools which has run alongside a Monday night youth club and the provision of mobile skate park sessions.  The decision has been made to part ways with Horsham Matters and to increase support and develop the relationship with Splash for Schools.  The Parish Council will seek to provide tangible activities and events for the young people of the community in conjunction with Splash.

Discussions have been held with the County Council Highways Department and Park Services Department at Horsham District Council, both of whom have expressed support for the skate park and Storrington playground development scheme.  The progress on this project has been slower than anticipated, partly due to the pressures on the HDC Planning Department. However, the Parish Council remains determined to progress this important community project over the coming year.
6.  PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE REPORT.  Mr Jerman presented the following report:

This year the Planning & Development Committee dealt with a total of 159 applications. This is an increase of 14% over last year as opposed to the previous two years of a downward trend, possibly due to either a change in the economic and political outlook or perhaps the impending completion of the Neighbourhood plan?

There were also 8 appeals of which 5 were allowed and 3 dismissed. The most significant of those dismissed was the development of up to 102 dwellings on land to the North of Melton Drive. This has already reared its ugly head again in the form of a Wates Development Design Workshop even though it is NOT a Site Allocated for Development in the Neighbourhood Plan. This is precisely the reason that we need a positive vote from the community regarding the Neighbourhood Plan.  
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There were also 5 enforcement notices ranging from a possible unauthorised extension to the residential curtilage to no forthcoming car park management plan at the new Orchard Gardens development.

The prize for the largest and most contentious application of the year goes to the proposal by Bovis Homes for the development of 45 dwellings, some as large as 5 and 6 bedrooms, adjacent to and with access through Bax Close. These proposals did not comply with the evolving Neighbourhood Plan which states that access must be via Amberley Road. Also there were insufficient starter/low cost homes and the number of dwellings put forward was in excess of the 25 now deemed sufficient for the site. Our Chairman recently supported the Storrington and Sullington Strong Objection to this application as it stands and Horsham District Council Planning Committee concurred with a refusal.   

Another highlight and very large application was regarding the Old Clayton Kennels and Cattery. This involved Listed Building Consent for the demolition of outbuildings around 
“Old Claytons” butting on to the new development, Milford Grange, on the Washington Road. Not only was the proposal of high density, out of character with the area but also it would completely surround the listed building, Old Clayton. Sadly, one of the owner’s reasons for selling up was that she had been threatened with a noise abatement notice from the new residents of Milford Grange. One would have anticipated that if you moved in next to a Kennels you just might hear dogs barking? Horsham District Council supported our Strong Objection with a refusal.

Along with all of the above, committee members have frequently attended planning meetings at Horsham in order to voice Storrington & Sullington Parish Council’s reasons for agreeing or objecting to an application decision;  deal with numerous tomes and consultation papers from West Sussex County Council, Horsham District Council and The South Downs National Park Authority which are required to be reviewed and commented on and of course review and in some cases visit sites and properties prior to making any decision. So it has been quite a heavy but worthwhile workload this year.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank Glenn Donnelly and Stuart Jolliff (who both resigned for personal reasons during the year), for their work on the committee and welcome on board Mark Lewis and Paul Marshall. As previously stated by our Chairman, Don Roper, a member of this committee, will be greatly missed. He always had something to say on applications and had an extensive knowledge of the history of planning within Storrington and Sullington.

7. FINANCIAL REPORT.  (See Appendix I).  The figures for the financial year 1st April, 2014 to 31st March, 2015 were available to view from the Parish Office.  These were duly NOTED.

8. STORRINGTON, SULLINGTON AND WASHINGTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN  - Revisions to Pre-submission documents. Mrs Worthington-Leese presented the main changes to the draft Neighbourhood Plan and explained that a further 6 week public consultation period would commence on 6th May. A lengthy discussion took place with particular regard to policies 2(iv) and 7.  Attendees made representations that these two policies should be removed from the plan and members of the Council and the Clerk explained that whilst changes had been made to both, the policies would remain in the pre-
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submission documents for the second consultation.  Other questions regarding the process to produce the plan were raised and answered.
9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS – Doctors Whitehead and Newsome explained the current position with regards to the provision of medical services in the parish.  They explained that they were applying to the NHS for funding and whilst they were hopeful that a grant would be received, it was not clear whether it would be sufficient to provide the envisaged centre at the Millstream site and may only cover the extension to the current Glebe surgery. Mrs Worthington-Leese expressed the Council’s appreciation of the efforts of all staff at the Glebe surgery since the closure of the Millstream centre and this was echoed by the audience by way of applause.
Members of the Public were invited to take refreshments.
The meeting closed at 8.20 pm
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