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Storrington & Sullington Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning and Development Committee held remotely by the Zoom 

Virtual Platform on Thursday 10th September 2020, commencing at 7.00 p.m. 

 

 

Present:   Mrs. A. Worthington-Leese in the Chair, Mr. B. Dent, Mr. A. Head, Mr. R. Jerman 

and Mr. P. Oakham. 

 

16. Apologies for Absence.  Apologies for absence had been received from Mr. J. Davis (work 

commitments) and Mr. R. Evea (prior engagement).  The reasons for absence were duly 

approved. 

 

17. To Receive Declarations of Interest from Members.  There were no declarations of interest. 

 

18. To Approve and Sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 9th July 2020.  These minutes 

were duly APPROVED as being a correct record of the proceedings thereat and were duly 

signed by the Chairman. 

 

 Deputy Clerk’s Update.  

 

19. (a)  Minute No. 13(a): WSCC/SDNPA Soft Sand Review Examination.   The Deputy 

Clerk had sent the amended link to all Members and subsequently spoken to the 

Programme Officer on 30th July regarding issues raised.  Comments were collated and it 

was agreed that having read the Inspector’s list of Issues and Questions regarding Chantry 

Lane, all the matters had been addressed in our previous letter.  All this information had 

been e-mailed to the Programme Officer on 30th July, along with a copy of our previously 

agreed letter (dated 14th February), listing our strong objections.  Acknowledgement of 

receipt had been received. 

  

 (b) Minute No. 114(a): Any Other Business - DC/20/0600, Fryern Park Farm.  HDC had 

refused this application for the change of use of land to 2. No traveller pitches including 

ancillary accommodation and car parking on 27th July 2020.  Members were copied in on 

the decision notice at that time.   

 

 (c) Minute No. 114(a): Any Other Business – DC/19/2331, Barn at Northlands Lane.  

HDC had refused this application for the change of use of a redundant agricultural barn 

to class C3 dwelling/house and the erection of an attached single storey side extension 

for the use of an office/store and two bay car port on 21st August 2020. 
 
20. To Review and make comment on The Ministry of Housing Communities & Local 

Government Consultation – Changes to the Current Planning System.  Members had been 

sent the consultation papers for perusal prior to the meeting.  Comments had been received from 

the Chairman of the Committee and these comments had been circulated to Members also.  

Members agreed with Mrs. Worthington-Leese’s comments and wished to add some of their 

own. 

 It was felt that this document was not vastly different to the Government’s White Paper, although 

not as in-depth, but completely undermined the Local Plan.  Discussions ensued and Members 

discussed the need for heights to be added to planning applications and permissions, that the 

system needed to force developers to build housing that they already had approval for, rather 

than land-banking their planning approvals and various other issues.  It was AGREED that the 

Parish Council would write their own response, rather than answering the questions listed, as 

these were worded in such a way that our various concerns would not be covered in detail.  As 

such, Mrs. Worthington-Leese proposed, and AGREED by all, that Members send their  
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STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Planning and Development Committee 

10th September 2020 
 

 

comments to the Deputy Clerk to collate in preparation for the Full Council to consider and agree 

at the meeting scheduled for 30th September. 

 

21. To Review and make comment on The Ministry of Housing Communities & Local 

Government Consultation – Planning for the Future White Paper.  Again, Members had 

been sent an electronic copy of this lengthy document prior to the meeting, along with the 

Chairman’s comments and those of Henfield Parish Council.  Both sets of comments were 

considered valuable.  As per minute number 20. above Members discussed various issues and 

concerns and it was proposed, and AGREED by all, that Members send their comments to the 

Deputy Clerk to collate in preparation for the Full Council to consider and agree at the meeting 

scheduled for 30th September. 

 

22. Planning Applications awaiting Comment – Appendix I.   

 

(a) DC/20/1581: Farley, Kithurst Park.  This application was for an amendment to the 

description from “Conversion of loft into habitable living space” to “Conversion of loft 

into habitable living space incorporating the creation of two rear dormers, one side 

dormer, three rooflights and three windows”.  Whilst not objecting to the original 

application, Members noted this was more than just a loft conversion and had viewed the 

amended details prior to the meeting.  Members had been directed to HDC’s website, to 

view a number of objections from neighbours.  As a result, it was felt that the new 

windows would affect the neighbours’ privacy.  Discussions ensured, it was agreed that 

the design was unfortunate in this setting and would be cruelly exposed if the hedges 

were reduced. Despite the hedge’s considerable height, Members were not convinced that 

the hedge would entirely obscure the development and accepted the point about its 

impermanence as a screen.  As a result, it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of OBJECTION be sent to HDC, listing all of the above 

comments. 

 

(b) DC/20/1609: Holm Oak Management Company, 5, Holm Oak.  This application was 

for surgery to 4 x pedunculate oak trees.  Members viewed the details and after a short 

discussion, it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, providing the works were 

undertaken by a Qualified Tree Surgeon. 

 

(c) DC/20/1703: Orchard Dale 22 Church Street.  This application was for surgery to 2 x 

Sycamores and 1 x Horse Chestnut.  Members noted that the previous application 

DC/20/0993 (for surgery to 3 x Sycamores and 1 x Horse Chestnut) was refused on 11th 

August on the following grounds: “The requested amount to be removed would result in 

an unacceptable loss of amenity, and insufficient evidence of its decline has been put 

forward.”  Mr. Jerman reported that he had undertaken a site visit and stated that the 

trees in question were huge!  It was noted in the decision notice for the previous 

application, that HDC’s Arboricultural Team had made the suggestion of 3 to 3.5M full 

reduction and 15% crown thinning and as such he had no objections with the proposals.  

Members concurred with this opinion  and after discussion, it was UNANIMOUSLY 

AGREED: 

 

That a comment of  NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, providing the works were 

undertaken by a Qualified Tree Surgeon. 
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(d) DC/20/1593: La Chaumiere Spinney Lane West Chiltington.  This application which 

was only received yesterday (yet had been on HDC’s website since 24th August!) was for 

the erection of a single storey side and rear extension and construction of a replacement 

garage.  The Deputy Clerk reported that she had checked HDC’s website and no 

objections had been received from neighbouring properties.  Members discussed the 

plans and after a short discussion and, it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, providing the materials 

matched existing. 

 

23. Planning Application Decisions – Appendix II.  These were duly NOTED.   

 

24. Planning Applications, Comment Summary – since the meeting of 9th July – Appendix III.  

These were duly NOTED.   

 

25. Appeals Lodged. 

 

(a) SDNP/18/05914/FUL: West Sussex Golf Club , Golf Club Lane, Wiggonholt.  An 

Appeal had been lodged on 27th August, against HDC’s refusal to grant planning consent 

for the change of use of the land for the extension to existing golf course for 6 hole practice 

short course.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese stated that as the Committee did not object to this 

proposal, she did not believe it was necessary to send the Planning Inspectorate any 

additional comments.  Members concurred.    

 

26. Appeal Decisions. 

 

(a) DC/19/1638: South of Kithurst Lane opposite Matt’s Meadow.  The Planning Inspector 

had dismissed the Appeal for the construction of a storage barn and retention of access 

without complying with Condition 1 (The Development hereby permitted shall be carried 

out in accordance with the approved plans…) attached to planning application DC/18/1695 

on 11th August.  The Deputy Clerk had been asked to contact the Enforcement Team on 

27th August, to enquire how they would be dealing with these breaches.  A response had 

been received from the Enforcement Case Officer which stated that he had already written 

to the applicant requesting he undertake remedial action to remove the unauthorised 

elements of the scheme in a timescale to be agree with the LPA and that he was awaiting 

a reply.  Members requested that the Deputy Clerk chase for an update on this matter. 

 

(b) DC/19/2433: The Old Piggery, Fryern Road.  The Planning Inspector had dismissed the 

Appeal against HDC’s decision to refuse the conversion and alteration/extension of a barn 

to form a dwelling on 2nd September.  

 

27. Enforcement Matters. 

 

(a) Quarry House, Water Lane.  The Deputy Clerk had informed Members on 28th August,  

that all the building materials to the front of the property had been removed.  

 

(b) Rock Cottage, Fryern Park, Fryern Road.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese read out a response 

received from HDC regarding this matter, unfortunately there was no update due to the 

Case Officer being out of the office until 21st September.  The Deputy Clerk was asked to 

chase up this matter upon the Case Officer’s return. 
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28. Chairman’s Announcements.   

 

(a) SDNPA Planning Committee adoption of the Sustainable Construction 

Supplementary Planning Document.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese informed Members that 

on 25th August 2020 the South Downs National Park Authority Planning Committee had 

adopted the abovementioned document. 

 

(b) NALC On-line Planning Event.   Mrs. Worthington-Leese informed Members that 

NALC was to hold an event/talk, on the Government’s White Paper: Planning for the 

Future, on 18 September 2020.  NALC promoted this as a “timely and unique opportunity 

to discuss and help understand the proposed changes. You will hear directly from the 

Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government and government officials about 

plans for streamlining the planning process, digitizing the planning system for plan-

making and decision-taking, a focus on design and sustainability, reform to developer 

contributions and infrastructure delivery, making more land available for housing 

developments, and what next for neighbourhood planning.”  Ticket prices start from £30 

for NALC members. Should anyone wish to be booked onto this on-line  event, they should 

let the Deputy Clerk know asap. 

 

(c) Electronic Planning Applications.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese stated that throughout the 

lockdown the Parish Council had been working remotely to try to ensure business 

continuity.  At the Parish Council’s meeting on the 19th March it was determined under 

Minute 202(d) that Members of the Planning and Development Committee may submit 

comments by email, that these would be collated, approved and subsequently sent to HDC. 

Discussions ensued regarding this matter and it was agreed that upon receipt of any future 

planning applications, whilst they should be sent out to Members immediately, comments 

should not be submitted to HDC for between seven to ten days (unless they were amended 

plans), thereby enabling the Deputy Clerk to regularly check HDC’s Planning system to 

see if any comments had been submitted by members of the public.  Should any such 

comments exist, these would be forwarded to Members for them to take into consideration 

before finalising their comments. 

 

29. Any Other Business. 

 

(a) Various Tree Matters.   

 

• The Deputy Clerk was asked to check that the scheduled tree works by the Leisure 

Centre and the Memorial Pond had been undertaken. 

• It was reported that there were half a dozen or so dead elm trees on the Hormare field 

which needed removing.  The Deputy Clerk was asked to examine the recent tree 

survey report to see if these had been mentioned and arrange for a quotation for their 

removal.  It was also reported that there were a few dead trees at the Sullington 

Recreation Ground which required the same action. 

• A query was raised regarding the planting of trees to replace the dead ones removed.  

Mrs. Worthington-Leese reported that the Deputy Clerk had this matter in hand and 

that a meeting was due to be held with our Arboriculturalist shortly to discuss this 

matter.  (Mr. Jerman would attend this meeting if he was available). That said, planting 

could not take place until later October/November. 

• The location of where to plant the new trees was discussed and the Deputy Clerk 

reported that she already had a list which included: both Storrington & Sullington 

Recs, the Memorial Pond, the Hormare Field, The Glebe etc. 
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(b) Various Signage throughout the Village.   

 

• Complaints had been received about a van (advertising) being parked continually in 

the lay-by by the Memorial Pond.  The Neighbourhood Wardens had been asked to 

intervene, however as the van was taxed, MOT’d etc and was parked in a public and 

unrestricted lay-by, there was nothing they could do.  Further measures to deter this 

from happening would be looked into. 

• Complaints were raised about Sivtech Ltd signage at Cootham Lee Workshops.  It was 

alleged that further signage, other than that previously approved, had appeared to the 

front of the site.  It was requested that photographs be taken and forwarded to the 

Deputy Clerk in order that she could inform HDC Enforcement. 

• Concerns were also expressed about the number of “A” boards appearing around the 

village, making some areas appear  cluttered and untidy.  The Deputy Clerk was asked 

to keep an eye on the number and locations of these boards and report any that were 

impinging on the footpaths and causing an obstruction to pedestrians.  The Deputy 

Clerk stated that bearing in mind a lot of the businesses had been closed down for a 

few months, they were probably trying to increase footfall and sales. 

• It was reported that banners and signage is erected around the railings of the football 

pitch when matches were taking place.  Members could not see this being an issue as 

they were removed after each game. 

 

(c) The Glebe.   

 

• It was requested that once the piece of land had been transferred to the Parish Council 

that at least one, preferably two, dog bins be erected at each end of this public space.  

This would obviously depend on whether HDC were able and prepared to add it/them 

to their collection register.   

• Mrs. Worthington-Leese announced that a meeting was due to be held at 14:00 on 29th 

September to discuss the handover of the piece of land.  As yet, no location had been 

agreed and the Deputy Clerk was tasked with obtaining this information. 

• It was reported that signage had appeared at The Glebe stating that the area was for 

residents and access to the surgery only.  It was stated that this was unenforceable.  

The Deputy Clerk was asked to see if she could find out who had erected them. 

 

(d) Installation of the Signage at the Riverside Walk (Coppice Park end).   

 

This matter had raised a number of complaints, both to the Parish Office and on Social 

Media.   These signs state that the land is private and there is no public right of way.  

Investigations were currently being undertaken as to the legality of the signage, as 

Members believed that the area was indeed a public footpath.  This area had been used 

by many walking their children to school and dogwalkers etc. for years and Members 

could not see why all of a sudden this had changed.  The Deputy Clerk was asked to 

contact Horsham District Council for advice and assistance on this matter. 

 

(e) Councillor Visiting Cards/Proof of Identity.  This matter was raised and discussed.  

Members thought it would be beneficial for them to have some form of identity, to 

confirm who they were, when visiting various sites.  As business cards had to be bought 

in large quantities, it was suggested that the Deputy Clerk design something with the 

Parish Council details on and once approved, distribute to Members of this Committee. 

 

29. Documents for Councillors to Read.  There were no documents to read. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.52pm. 


