STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
HELD IN THE

MAIN HALL, THE PARISH HALL,

THAKEHAM ROAD, STORRINGTON,

ON

WEDNESDAY, 28TH MAY, 2014,

commencing at 7.00 p.m.
Present:
Mrs A Worthington-Leese in the Chair


27 Members of the Public.

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish Meeting.  

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE There were no apologies. 

2.
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.  These were duly AGREED to be a correct record of the proceedings thereat and were signed by the Chairman.

3. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT.  Mrs Worthington-Leese presented the following report.
Firstly I would like to welcome our 3 new councillors: Richard Evea, Stuart Jolliff and Sarah Todd. All 3 are now involved in the life and work of the Council and will hopefully get even more involved as they get to grips with the many issues that we have to deal with. I would also like to thank all councillors for their work and support during the year but in particular the Vice Chairman, Richard. I would also like to congratulate Sarah who since joining the Council has got married.
I would also like to thank all of the office staff for their hard work and support over the course of the year and also congratulate Caroline, our Deputy Clerk, on passing the “Working with your council” exam recently. Our Clerk has also got married and our congratulations go to Tracey as well.
As you all know, last July we unfortunately lost our County Councillor, Frank Wilkinson. Frank worked extremely hard on our behalf and he is sadly missed. We welcome Philip Circus as our new County Councillor.
This year for the first time in 8 years we have had to increase our council tax by 1%, which is about 50 p per household. This is due essentially to a reduced payment from HDC in respect of council tax payments and also the fact that we have had to take up the mantle of youth provision after WSCC withdrew all youth services.
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On the subject of youth services, which I am sure Lisa will refer to in more detail, we are still working on the provision of a skate park but this will now involve revamping part of the playground on Storrington Recreation Ground. This has obviously made it rather more costly 
than was planned and we are now seeking funding but we do still intend to complete this project.

Richard Jerman, our Vice Chairman, and I remain actively involved in the Air Quality Steering Group with representatives from HDC and WSCC, and we are delighted that we are now in the process of testing new equipment designed by Siemens to implement a Low Emissions Zone. Hopefully some of you will have attended one of the recent events held in the village to provide information about this. There will be 4 APNR cameras, one on each entrance to the village, which will provide us with details of every vehicle coming in. This will enable us to tailor any restrictions to get the best result in terms of improved air quality and reduced congestion. The trial will run for 1 year, after which we hope it will go live. 

I am sure you are all aware of the unfortunate closure of the Mill Stream surgery at the end of this month, which came as a shock to all of us and it was unfortunate that despite recent meetings with the doctors there, like you we found out from the local newspaper! However, arrangements have been put in place for a temporary solution and we are working with HDC to provide a long-term solution that we are confident will provide much better facilities within the village so watch this space!

This year saw what we hope will be the first of many such events – the Italian Market. This was a great success and attended by large numbers of people, which is great for the village.

This year being the centenary of the outbreak of WWI, we decided to mark this occasion by creating a poppy garden at the pond. We aim to inaugurate this during the summer once the poppies are actually in bloom and it will be continued each year as a permanent reminder.

We are also progressing well with our Neighbourhood Plan, which we are producing in conjunction with Washington Parish Council and once we have had all of the reports from the committees we will be presenting the results from the questionnaires recently sent out. The next step is a Planning Policy Workshop involving national stakeholders such as bus companies, developers, etc., which is where we decide on the policies to form the plan. This will take place in July and will be followed by a draft plan that will be subject to consultation. 

As I said, we are coming back to that but now I will hand over to the committee chairmen for their reports.

4.
INFRASTRUCTURE, COMMUNICATIONS AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE REPORT.   Mr. Jerman presented the following report:
Starting on a high note with the Village Pond we would like to thank the new general maintenance and premises supervisor, Tim Laker, for all the good work that he has done by clearing and removing years of brambles and weeds to create an environment whereby, with 
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the help of Storrington in Bloom and Squires Garden Centre, a massive number of daffodils were planted giving a wonderful spread of colour earlier in the year.
He has also created a Poppy Bed to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the start of the First World War. Later in the year we will be putting a plaque up to register this event and have a naming ceremony to call this the Storrington Memorial Pond. We are also pleased to see the ducks, geese, moorhens and other wildlife, not forgetting the heron, back again after the ponds rejuvenation.
Despite poor weather earlier in the year the Village day went ahead and was deemed a success with local charities and groups receiving money from the profits produced. Members of this committee are actively involved with the Rotary, Lions and other groups, planning this year’s event.
On the subject of village events and I hope that many of you enjoyed last weekend’s Italian Market, we are working with a company by the name of Hometown Festivals to run an entertainment event in the summer 2015. It is planned to take place on the cricket green, will be a free entry family friendly festival of diverse markets, live music and entertainment, many sideshows and stalls with bar and food offers.  Some of the committee went to Petersfield to see such a production by the company and reported back very positively.
On a much more serious note the Sullington recreation ground, just outside this hall, suffered some severe vandalism, which included arson. The police followed up and having earmarked the potential culprits stopped short of any action. We reported the incident to the Crown Prosecution Service but they decided that there were insufficient grounds on which to prosecute these suspects. The Parish Council were appalled by this and the Chairman has continued to contact a number of people including the Crime Commissioner for Sussex to challenge the decision. So far to no avail but she has not given up yet!
Unfortunately the publisher of Bulletin, the Parish Councils Newsletter, was unable to continue to print it due to lack of advertising money. You will no doubt have seen our new media communications which have their own section on a monthly basis in Sussex Local. 
Good news for all prospective uses of the Parish Hall we had Wi-Fi installed this year.

5.
RECREATION AND PROPERTY COMMITTEE REPORT.  Mrs Wheatley presented the following report:

Following the withdrawal of funding for youth work by West Sussex County council, the Parish Council employed local company Horsham Matters to take on and manage a part time youth Worker, Dan Jenkins. Dan works to provide a variety of youth services from facilitating the mobile skate park to progressing outreach work on a one to one basis.

The Parish council also fund the Generate Youth Club, a popular Friday evening club based at the football pavilion and run by Candace Bugden and her team of helpers. This club offers young people a range of activities and somewhere safe to hang out with friends. 
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“Storrington Rocks” was held in April, this young persons’ talent concert was a sell-out success and raised funds for much needed new equipment.
The mobile skate park makes regular visits to Storrington pending the installation of a new Storrington play park, which will include permanent skate park obstacles. Contractors have submitted first draft plans and we are in the process of carrying out consultations. In the meantime the onerous task of raising the funds continues.

The Parish has two allotment sites; the Amberley road site is self-managed, whilst the Ravenscroft allotments continue to be managed by the parish council with help from the allotment holders. Monthly visits are now undertaken which help to maintain standards and cement good working relations.

This year the Parish council employed a full time premises manager, Tim Laker. Tim has a wide remit and can often be seen around the village carrying out maintenance work and liaising with contractors and tenants. We are proud to say that Tim is also a reserve firefighter based at Storrington fire station.

The leisure centre is gearing up for a program of refurbishment and improvement. The Parish Council has facilitated a S106 application for new gym equipment, primarily for use by the over 55s, but available to all. We look forward to this exciting new phase in the life of our leisure centre.

I think that covers the main points, we look forward to a productive time in the coming year.

6.  PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE REPORT.  Mr Jerman presented the following report:

I was hoping to be able to announce the result of the appeal relating to the proposed development of the Land North of Melton Drive as we had been informed that the ruling would be released yesterday. Unfortunately, we have yet to hear the result one way or the other but still hope that the appeal will be dismissed. The Parish Council was represented at all levels in the process both at Storrington and Horsham.
So, the Land North of Melton Drive was the “big ticket” item this year for the Planning & Development Committee, however, there were over 140 applications reviewed over this period. There were also 13 appeals on these applications of which 6 were dismissed, 2 were allowed and 5 (including Melton Drive) still in progress. There were also 8 enforcements ranging from illegal usage of caravans to a breach of working hours on a site.
All these applications have to be reviewed individually by the Committee, which often requires visiting the site of the application prior to decisions being taken. There were also a number of consultation documents which members were asked to review and comment on. These included some very weighty tomes such as: - The South Downs National Local Plan, The West Sussex Local Plan Modifications and The South Downs National Park Management Plan
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Other large planning applications dealt with during this year were the RMC Engineering (Cemex) workshops development at Water Lane for 78 residential units; the Land North of Brook Close and Rother Close with access via Water Lane, which although not in our Parish was on the border and any development as large as 75 dwellings would have a major impact on Storrington and Sullington. This was refused but an appeal is in process; an application for 42 “later living” apartments on the Bellacre which was refused and withdrawn and the Foxmead development, Manley’s Hill.
Also outside our area but of note was the application for the demolition of existing buildings and redevelopment of the Abingworth Nursery site for 146 dwellings in Thakeham. This was permitted at Inspector level but taken to a Judicial Review by the Thakeham Village Action Group. They failed and have been left with a serious amount of costs to pay.
Our thanks go to the Storrington Conservation Society who took up the challenge of our bi-annual tree survey in return for the Parish Council’s support and a donation for an ecological and management programme of Coppice Park (part of the old Fryern Hall grounds). An excellent piece of community cooperation.
This year things have not always been easy for our Deputy Clerk Caroline Read who deals with the administration of planning & development matters but she has done sterling work in the office, especially considering the amount of change at Horsham District Council. In many cases Horsham make us aware of applications but the details are not downloaded onto the website for our review. This increases the pressure to turn around the applications in an even shorter time in order to meet the legal process deadlines. We are told that the staffing issues that cause these problems are to be rectified. We will wait and see.

7. FINANCIAL REPORT.  (See Appendix I).  The figures for the financial year 1st April, 2013 to 31st March, 2014 had been circulated to all present.  These were duly NOTED.

8. STORRINGTON, SULLINGTON AND WASHINGTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN – COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS. (See Appendix II).  The Key Findings from the recent Community Survey were presented by some of the Councillors and Mrs Worthington-Leese explained the process to produce the Neighbourhood Plan.
9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS – Questions and comments from the public were invited. 
Mrs Worthington-Leese invited attendees to view the Low Emissions Zone display and refreshments were served.
The meeting closed at 8:40 pm
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