
 
 

Steering Group Meeting 
The Chanctonbury Room, Parish Hall,  

Thakeham Road, Storrington, 
6.30 pm Tuesday 20th May 2014 

 

Minutes 
 

Present: Storrington & Sullington Parish Councillors – Cllr Anna Worthington-Leese (Chairman of the Steering 
Group), Cllr Richard Jerman, Cllr Glen Donnelly, Cllr Lisa Wheatley.   
Washington Councillors – Cllr Patrick Heeley, Cllr David Horwood, Cllr Christine Beglan.  
Mr Marcel Hoad, Mrs Pegi Shove, Mr Geoff Tute and Mrs Madeleine Shaw, Ms Rowena Tyler (Action in rural 
Sussex (AirS)).  Mrs Tracey Euesden (Clerk to Storrington & Sullington Parish Council) 
 
Minutes: Mrs Rebecca Luckin (Clerk to Washington Parish Council). 
 
58. Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Britt (holiday). 
 
59. Approval of the minutes of the previous meeting  
The minutes of the meeting of 15th April 2014 were agreed as being a correct record and duly signed by the Chairman. 
 
60. Planning Policy Workshop 9th July 2014 – responses from National Stakeholders 
The Clerks confirmed that National Stakeholder letters had been sent out and some responses received.   
Ms Rowena Tyler (AirS) confirmed that AirS would host the Planning Policy Workshop event that would be 
facilitated by the Parish Councils.  A copy of the State of the Parish Report will be e-mailed to all attendees.   
The Planning Policy Workshop will be held from 6.00 – 9.00pm, attendees will sign in, be provided with badges and 
offered refreshments and sandwiches.  AirS will manage table allocations in order to ensure a good mix of expertise.  
AirS will introduce the evening, rCOH (Planning Consultants) will provide a presentation and refer to the State of the 
Parish Report.  Topics for discussion will be agreed ahead of the evening.  AirS representatives will circulate among 
the tables to discuss topics, attendees will remain seated.  A comfort break will be scheduled for around 8.20 pm, 
following which, AirS facilitators will provide feedback regarding the main areas that have been highlighted.  There 
will be an opportunity to add anything that has been overlooked.  AirS will draft notes and rCOH will draft policies to 
be sent to the Steering Group six to eight weeks later – mid-September.  RCOH are familiar with the Horsham District 
Plan and will not duplicate policies. 
 
Ms Rowena Tyler (AirS) confirmed that the State of the Parish Report would be presented to the next Steering Group 
meeting on 17th June and would allow the two days following for amendments to be highlighted.   
 
61. Community Survey –results and next steps 
Councillors were not surprised by the general findings of the Public Consultation Survey, but did express great 
concern regarding the statistics presented in the report which were inconsistent with the percentages stated, giving a 
false analysis of the information.  Ms Rowena Tyler (AirS) read a statement from the Policy Research Team regarding 
calculation methods used.  Cllr Richard Jerman will review the report, collate any concerns and pass them to Ms 
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Rowena Tyler (AirS), who will liaise with the AirS Policy Research Team to ensure that all figures, statistics and 
analysis are correct and that narrative text agrees with the statistics provided.  An amended report will be available 
prior to the Storrington & Sullington Annual Parish Meeting to be held on Wednesday 28th May. 
 
Councillors expressed concern regarding the low response rate of 13.6%.  AirS would encourage further consultation, 
despite the tight timescale.  Forthcoming Focus Group meetings will discuss further consultation methods.  Steering 
Group members discussed options for contacting younger members of the community and agreed that a condensed 
survey would be drafted.  Following approval the survey will be sent to parents of school children, via St Mary’s First 
School, Washington, Storrington First School and pre-schools  in order to reach sections of the community that had 
not responded to the initial survey delivered to all households.   
 
Steering Group members discussed the questions that should be included in the condensed survey and agreed to ask 
questions regarding housing, transport, schools and employment.  Steering Group members agreed to include 
questions PD1 – PD5 inclusive, question CF3, question EHK1, questions EB5 and EB6 (reworded to include EB4).  
No questions regarding Transport and Accessibility (TA) will be included.  There will be no opportunity provided for 
comments or open-ended questions or answers.  The Parish Councils will undertake the analysis of the condensed 
survey.  Mrs Rebecca Luckin will draft the questionnaire for approval by the Chairmen. 
 
62. Focus Groups – feedback from meetings held and plans for next meetings 
An Environment, Heritage & Local Knowledge Focus Group meeting took place 15th April 2014 and focused on 
drafting a list of assets and treasures within the parishes.  Members discussed the survey and number of responses.  
Cllr Trisha Cook (Washington PC) has joined the group. 
 
An Economy & Business Focus Group meeting had discussed the business survey.  Nigel Fitzsimmons (HDC Rural 
Economic Development Officer) has offered a database of 400 Storrington businesses, including individuals working 
from home and confirmed that address labels could be provided.  The costs of delivering surveys to 400 businesses 
would be £200.  Steering Group members discussed options for quick, effective delivery that would provide results 
prior to the Planning Policy Workshop to be held on 9th July.  Members considered targeting a sample of businesses, 
both High Street and home-based, within Washington and Storrington & Sullington Parishes. This would be done 
preferably electronically. 
 
Two Focus Group members, experienced in data analysis, had created a draft survey document to be finalised at the 
next meeting on 3rd June 2014.   
 
A Transport & Accessibility meeting had taken place in April.  Leader, Cllr Glenn Donnelly, reported that she was 
disappointed by low attendance.  Members discussed the Sussex Air Conference and the installation of an LEZ in 
Storrington High Street.  Cllr Worthington-Leese confirmed that Storrington were the first rural area to install an LEZ 
and that the system was being trialled for one year.  Members discussed a bus service connecting with trains at 
Pulborough Station.   
 
Steering Group members agreed that Focus Groups would need to draft 75 words in relation to the questionnaire 
results to be included in the State of the Parish Report in time for the next Steering Group meeting – 17th June 2014. 
 
63. Any other business: 
 
63.1.  Meeting with Thakeham Parish Council 
Cllr Karen Dawes, from Thakeham Parish Council, had requested a meeting with representatives from Washington 
and Storrington & Sullington Parish Councils to discuss overlapping areas and issues and land usage within a joint 
area.  A meeting will be arranged. 
 
63.2. Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA)  
Ms Rowena Tyler (AirS) reported that Laura Bourke (HDC Neighbourhood Planning Officer) had confirmed an SEA 
and HRA would be required as part of the Neighbourhood Plan process (See appendix 1).  This forms part of the 



service provided by AirS under the contract but rCOH Planning Consultants may be able to provide assistance with 
the process.   
 
63.3. Web-based project management toolkit 
Ms Rowena Tyler (AirS) advised on a web-based project management toolkit available to Clerks and recommended 
that Members research www.community21.org/communities/ferring/ as an example.  Clerks will provide postcodes 
and meet with AirS to identify and populate the area within the Community21 toolkit.   
 
63.4. Public Consultation Survey Results – will be sent to all Focus Group members following corrections.   
Mrs Tracey Euesden will print copies for Focus Group leaders.   
 
63.5. Storrington & Sullington Annual Parish Meeting will take place 7.00pm, 28th May at Sullington Village Hall.  
All Councillors and Focus Group members are invited.   The results of the questionnaire are to be made public at this 
meeting. 
 
63.6. Date of the next Steering Group meeting: 
 
6.30pm, Tuesday 17th June – for a presentation on the State of the Parish Report by AirS and rCOH. 
 
The meeting closed at 20.20pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  . Date: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Chairman 
 
 
 
 
Appendix 1 

Dear Rebecca 

Many thanks for your screening opinion which we received on the 16 April 2014. 
 
Thank you for providing an indication of what the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) is aiming to achieve. 
Given the NDP's aspiration and in line with the Environment Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004, 
the NDP will therefore require a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA). 
 
We support your intention to carry out a Sustainability Appraisal (SA) as we agree this will help demonstrate how the 
Neighbourhood Plan accords with the principles of sustainable development.  As I am sure you are aware the two 
processes can be carried out in conjunction in a combined SA/SEA.  
 
When undertaking the Districts SA/SEA, for completeness we also include an Equalities Impact Assessment (EqIA), 
the criteria for which can be found in the District's SA Scoping report 2009 
http://www.horshamdistrictldf.info/Files/CSReview_SASEA.pdf . Again there is no obligation to provide this, however it 
is something you may like to consider as part of your assessment.  
 
We would welcome the opportunity to provide comments on the Scoping Report and would be happy be to review a 
Draft prior to the formal submission of the NDP. You may wish to use the District's SA Scoping Report as a starting 
point for your SA work. 
 

http://www.community21.org/communities/ferring/
http://www.horshamdistrictldf.info/Files/CSReview_SASEA.pdf


With regard the Habitats Regulation Assessments (HRA), if your Plan area is within a 15 km search area of 
internationally important sites designated for their ecological status (Natural 2000 (N2K) sites or European Sites), a 
HRA may be required. Please refer to the HRA: A toolkit to support HRA Screening and Appropriate Assessment of 
Plans http://www.caerphilly.gov.uk/pdf/Environment_Planning/LDP-Examination-Documents/SEW4.pdf    
 
Should a HRA be required we would advise early consultation with Natural England. Horsham District Council have 
recently updated the HRA to support the Horsham District Planning Framework and is available on our website 
http://www.horsham.gov.uk/environment/planning_policy/14458.aspx . This work can be used as a starting point for 
NDP HRA’s. As this work was undertaken by external consultants please be aware should your NDP require a HRA to 
be undertaken we do not have the expertise in house to review/comments on any aspect of the Assessment. I would 
recommend you contact Natural England (as the competent authority) for further information and advice.  
  
I look forward to receiving the combined SA/SEA Scoping report in due course.   
 
Kind Regards 

Laura Bourke, Neighbourhood Planning Officer 

 

http://www.caerphilly.gov.uk/pdf/Environment_Planning/LDP-Examination-Documents/SEW4.pdf
http://www.horsham.gov.uk/environment/planning_policy/14458.aspx

