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STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  

HELD REMOTELY VIA THE ZOOM VIRTUAL MEETING PLATFORM, 

ON WEDNESDAY 24TH FEBRUARY 2021, 

COMMENCING AT 7.00 p.m. 

 
Present:  Mrs A Worthington-Leese in the Chair, Mr D Bentley, Miss C Brown, Mr B Dent, Mr 

R Evea, Mr A Head, Mr R Hurley, Mr R Jerman, Mr S Matthews, Mr P Oakham, Mrs 

L Wheatley and Mr D Wilkins. 

 

Also Present: District Councillor Ray Dawe  

County Councillor Paul Marshall 

4 Members of the Public 

 
 

158. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  Were received from Mrs Gilligan and Mrs Kittle (Prior 

engagements). The reasons for absence were duly ACCEPTED.  

 

159.  TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS.  Mr Head 

declared an interest in item 16(b). 

 

160. TO CONSIDER ADOPTION OF PROCEDURE FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN 

MEETINGS IN LIGHT OF POTENTIAL REQUIREMENT FOR HYBRID 

MEETINGS TO TAKE PLACE FROM MAY 2021.  Current legislation allowing Parish 

Council meetings to take place remotely is due to expire on 7th May and so far, the Government 

has not indicated that this will be extended.  There is however, growing support for 

consideration to be given to Hybrid Meetings where Councillors and Members of the Public 

can choose whether to join the meeting remotely or face to face.  It was recognised that this 

scenario could give rise to complications associated with management of the meeting and how 

the public can be engaged.  It is for these reasons that a document outlining the procedure for 

public participation has been drawn up for consideration.  

 

 After discussion it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED.  

 

  That the procedure for public participation in meetings be ADOPTED. 

   

161. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON THE 27TH JANUARY 2021.  The Minutes were duly AGREED to be a correct 

record of the proceedings thereat and were duly signed by the Chairman.   

 

162. CLERK’S UPDATE.   

  

(a) Minute No. 144 – Ultra Fast Broadband Project. Following the last meeting, Mr Bentley had 

provided Mr Hurley with details of the responses to the mobile phone signal reporting form. 

The number of responses was very low and indicates the benefit of the installation of the mast 

at the leisure centre which resulted in much better signal around the Hormare estate and at 

least some and improved signal in several additional parts of the Village including the High 

Street. Upgrade of masts at both ends of Water Lane also seem to have had benefits. 
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Apart from minor exceptions there was not more than one survey response form relating to 

home signal received from any single road/street/lane etc. indicating there are no significant 

not spots as identified by the original survey.  

 

(b) Minute No.138(a) – Community Highways Scheme (CHS) for path on Fryern Road.  Members 

had been provided with a copy of a letter sent to County Councillor Marshall regarding this 

path and the CHS application process. The matter had been passed to the Highway Steward to 

deal with and the Clerk would update Members as and when progress occurs. 

 

(c) Minute No.140. Bollards on Water Lane and the impact upon surrounding residential roads. 

The Clerk reported that she continues to receive complaints from residents in Hillside Road 

about various issues but all resulting from people parking there to visit Sandgate Park. At 

District Councillor Dawe’s suggestion, the Clerk had contacted the WSCC Highways Steward 

about the possibility of doing some minor works to improve the surface of the layby directly 

opposite Sandgate Lane to allow for some parking, but he had responded that this would need 

to be an application for a formal Community Highways Scheme.   

 

The meeting was suspended to allow for public participation. 

 

163. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION. 

Referring to the Clerk’s comments regarding minute no. 162(c), a member of the public 

expressed her dissatisfaction that people were parking inconsiderately in her road.  District 

Councillor Dawe requested that this matter be placed on the agenda for the next meeting so 

that HDC’s efforts to reach agreement with Cemex regarding the installation of a car park 

could be discussed. 

 

Referring to agenda item 11, a member of the public advised that he had distributed letters to 

residents of Amberley Road and neighbouring roads and had received 30 responses supporting 

his request for traffic calming measures to be considered. 

 

The Chairman resumed the meeting. 

 

164. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE PRIVATE AND 

CONFIDENTIAL EXTRAORDINARY MEETING HELD ON 28TH OCTOBER 2020. 

The Minutes were duly AGREED to be a correct record of the proceedings thereat and were 

duly signed by the Chairman.   

 

165. TO RECEIVE AND IF APPROVED, TO ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE 

FOLLOWIING COMMITTEE MEETINGS. 

(a) Planning and Development Committee held on 11th February 2021.  The Minutes were duly 

ADOPTED. 
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166. COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS.    

 

(a) WSCC Budget.  County Councillor Marshall reported that the WSCC Cabinet had met to 

agree the budget and that council tax would be increased by 3% to fund Adult Services.  

Whilst support from the government had allowed WSCC to balance the budget, there 

would be significant challenges in coming years due to the effects of the pandemic on 

peoples’ ability to pay council tax.  Miss Brown enquired whether WSCC’s efforts on 

climate change would be adversely affected by budget constraints and Cllr responded that 

this would not be the case.  In fact, he said that the budget allocates £10 million of capital 

investment in climate action schemes.   

 

(b) Waste Recycling Centres. WSCC are piloting a booking system for some of the recycling 

centres including the Horsham site.  Cllr Marshall explained that the high demand for the 

centres and social distancing measures are causing traffic to back up on the highways, so 

the aim is to make the service more efficient. 

 

(c) Community Speedwatch – application for a grant from CLC.  Cllr Marshall reported that 

he would be supporting the Speedwatch Group’s application for a grant towards a second 

laser device. 

 

(d) Community Highways Schemes.  Cllr Marshall reported that the process for CHS 

applications would be amended to ensure that the Parish Councils’ opinions are given 

weight and that they should be allowed to comment upon the design of schemes that are 

chosen to go forward.  

 

(e) WSCC Pension Fund. Miss Brown enquired about divesting the scheme funds into fossil 

fuels and Cllr Marshall advised that as a single employer, WSCC cannot dictate how the 

Local Government Pension Funds are invested. However, this matter was to be discussed 

at the next full council meeting with a view to approaching the board to look at Climate 

action policies. 

 

167. DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS.   

 

(a) HDC Budget. Cllr Dawe reported that HDC’s portion of council tax would be increased 

by an average of £5 per household.  Similar to WSCC, Government funding had been more 

supportive than expected resulting in a balanced budget for this year. Car park income had 

been severely impacted due to the lack of visitors for shopping or work and the uncertainty 

with regard to leisure and entertainment sector were vital factors that would add to the 

challenges in years to come. 

 

(b) Local Plan.  Cllr Dawe reported that a “Healthcheck” had been undertaken on the draft 

plan to examine the District’s proposed numbers versus the government requirements.  

This has resulted in an increase from 1,100 to 1,200 homes annually.  The main obstacle 

is the identification of appropriate sites and the aim is to find areas that can accommodate 

larger numbers. 
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168. AMBERLEY ROAD TRAFFIC ISSUES.  TO CONSIDER SUPPORT FOR 

RESIDENTS’ COLLECTIVE CONCERNS ABOUT SPEED, NOISE AND VOLUME 

OF TRAFFIC ON B2139 (AMBERLEY ROAD).  Members had been provided with a copy 

of a letter being distributed to residents of Amberley Road and neighbouring roads requesting 

support for efforts to introduce traffic calming measures.  Cllr Marshall suggested that a 

meeting be arranged on site to discuss the issues and this was AGREED. 

 

169. CHANCTONBURY LEISURE CENTRE. 

 

(a) Update on plans to re-open.  Following the Prime Minister’s recent announcement 

detailing the road map out of lockdown, Members had been provided with an update from 

the Centre Director about his phased plans to re-open.  Although the initial date of 12th 

April restricts the centre from offering group classes and activities and only opens up use 

of the gym, it will be necessary to employ more staff and therefore monthly costs will 

increase with a lower than projected income.  Group activities are expected to be allowed 

in May, but the predicted membership numbers may not be realised before the 21st June 

which is the date for exiting all social distancing restrictions.   

 

(b) Funding Support.  The Clerk has been in regular contact with HDC regarding the Centre’s 

eligibility for the Government’s funding to support businesses but the information about 

which particular schemes are applicable has been contradictory so far.  Cllr Dawe advised 

that he would arrange for Officers to visit the Centre and the Clerk would continue to 

explore funding options. Members heard that a bill for non-domestic business rates had 

been received for the Centre and the Clerk had queried this with HDC’s revenues team.  

Cllr Dawe requested a copy of the correspondence relating to this. 

 

170. STORRINGTON CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 2021. TO CONSIDER OFFER FROM 

LIGHTING COMPANY TO EXTEND THE CURRENT CONTRACT FOR ONE 

YEAR AT A DISCOUNT PRICE.  Members had been provided with details of the offer to 

continue with the current streetlight motifs for a further year at a discounted hire cost and it 

was AGREED. 

 

To extend the current contract for a further year to save costs until such time as the 

pandemic is over and all social distancing measures are withdrawn. 

 

171. TO RECEIVE BANK RECONCILIATIONS FOR JANUARY 2021Members had been 

provided with the Bank Reconciliation for January which had been witnessed by Mr Head. 

The documents were DULY NOTED.   

 

172. TO REVIEW AND AUTHORISE ACCOUNTS TO BE PAID. Members had been 

provided with the list of Payments amounting to £58,946.09 for February.  These were duly 

APPROVED. 
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173. GRANTS AND REQUESTS FOR DONATIONS. 

  

(a) Storrington and District Museum – Annual Donation of £1,000.  The sum of £1,000 was 

APPROVED. 
 

(b) Storrington Bowling Club - Request for grant to resume activities following the lifting of 

lockdown restrictions and towards efforts to increase membership.  The Club had 

responded to the Parish Council’s invitation for local clubs and societies to apply for grants 

and the sum of £500 was APPROVED. 

 

(c) West Sussex Mediation Service – Request for £200 towards the provision of mediators 

specialising in neighbour disputes and conflicts within families.  Members heard that the 

service’s efforts to fundraise had been hampered by the pandemic and that 8 families in 

Storrington had been helped since April 2020, with two cases being particularly 

problematic.  It was DECIDED. 

 

Not to donate on this occasion. 

 

(d) Storrington Community Speedwatch – Action on Road Safety in Storrington.  Members 

heard that a crowd funding page had been set up to purchase a new laser device at a cost 

of £3,218 and the Parish Council was being asked to pledge a donation. Merits of the 

application were discussed, and Members were reminded that the CLC would be 

considering an award at its next meeting.  Members were asked to vote: 7 in Favour, 5 

Against. It was therefore DECIDED.  

 

That the Parish Council would support the request for funding, but the 

amount would be decided once the outcome of the CLC meeting was known 

to ascertain the level of funding awarded. 

 

174. WEST SUSSEX ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (WSALC). 

  

(a) To receive updates on proposals to purchase governance services from Hampshire 

Association of Local Councils (HALC) and the impact of WSALC’s actions upon Sussex 

and Surrey Association of Local Councils (SSALC).  This matter was last discussed at the 

Parish Council meeting of 28th October 2020, when Members heard of WSALC’s apparent 

plans to withdraw from SSALC without consulting member parishes. Since then, Members 

had been kept abreast of events and WSALC’s seemingly inflexible attitude which has 

have now resulted in the Surrey arm of SSALC taking action to protect its member parishes 

and the subsequent disbandment of SSALC.  Despite calls for a suspension of its actions, 

WSALC has entered into negotiations with HALC to provide services and this has caused 

in excess of 60 Parish and Town Councils to give notice of intention to withdraw 

Membership from WSALC. 

 

(b) To consider Votes as on WSALC AGM Agenda for 25th February 2021.  Members were 

advised that a number of special resolutions had been added to the agenda for this AGM 
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calling for the cancellation of plans to engage HALC and to instruct the WSALC board to 

work with East Sussex to re-establish a Sussex Association.  A further special resolution 

calls for the appointment of a new Chairman and Vice-Chair of WSALC.  Whilst the Clerk 

had recently attended a zoom meeting where the current Chair of WSALC had indicated 

that there may be a legal basis to stop these votes from going ahead, Members were being  

asked to consider authorising Mrs Worthington-Leese and the Clerk (as proxy) to vote in 

favour of these resolutions.  Members AGREED. 

 

That the Parish Council authorises Mrs Worthington-Leese and the Clerk 

(as Proxy) to attend the AGM and vote in favour of the Special Resolutions. 

 

(c) To consider withdrawal of Membership from WSALC.  In light of the previous 

discussions, it was generally agreed that the relationship between this Parish Council and 

the current board of WSALC could not be repaired and if the Special Resolutions as 

described above are not carried, the Clerk was AUTHORISED: 

 

To write to the Chairman of the WSALC Board giving notice that the Parish 

Council will not be renewing its Membership from 1st April 2021. 

 

175. ITEMS AVAILABLE FOR COUNCILLORS TO READ. There were no items. 

 

 

176. CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE.   

(a) The Clerk had received information about a London wide campaign to encourage drivers    

to switch off engines whilst idling.  The information had been shared with Councillors and 

the Air Quality Steering Group and Members would be monitoring the campaign with 

interest to see if any of the elements could be tailored to suit the local area. 

 

(c) The Clerk had received positive feedback regarding the Wardens from a resident and this 

had been shared with Councillors. 

 

177. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND URGENT MATTERS.  

 

(a) Storrington Air Quality Management Steering Group.  Mrs Worthington-Leese reported 

that the Group had met recently and notes from the meeting would be distributed shortly. 

 

178. DATE OF NEXT MEETING.   The next meeting will take place on 31st March 2021. 

 

179. ADJOURNMENT.   

 

 In light of the Government announcements regarding lifting of lockdown restrictions, the Clerk 

had received enquiries about the possibility of arranging the annual SADCASE Classic Car 

Show on 25th July.  Some Members considered it too soon to be confident that all social 

distancing measures would be completely lifted by this time and the organisers would be 

encouraged to be cautious until the timings of the roadmap are tested. 
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 A member of the public referred to a recent attack on an elderly gentleman in the area and 

enquired about the progress of arranging a meeting with the Sussex Police District Commander 

to address anti-social behaviour and criminal activities in this and other Parishes. 

   

 The Deputy Clerk would be asked to chase this up with Southwater Parish Council who had 

instigated the meeting. 

 

   

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.45pm 


