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STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  

HELD REMOTELY VIA THE ZOOM VIRTUAL MEETING PLATFORM, 

ON WEDNESDAY 24TH MARCH 2021, 

COMMENCING AT 7.00 p.m. 

 
Present:  Mrs A Worthington-Leese in the Chair, Mr D Bentley, Miss C Brown, Mr R Evea, Mr 

A Head, Mr R Hurley, Mrs G Kittle, Mr R Jerman, Mr S Matthews, Mr P Oakham, 

Mrs L Wheatley and Mr D Wilkins. 

 

Also Present: District Councillor Ray Dawe  

County Councillor Paul Marshall 

4 Members of the Public 

 
 

180. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  Were received from Mr B Dent (Prior engagement). The 

reasons for absence were duly ACCEPTED.  

 

Members not Present:  Mrs B Gilligan. 

 

181.  TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS.  There were no 

declarations of interest. 

   

182. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON THE 24TH FEBRUARY 2021.  The Minutes were duly AGREED to be a correct 

record of the proceedings thereat and were duly signed by the Chairman.   

 

183. CLERK’S UPDATE.   

 

(a) Minute No. 174 (c) – To consider withdrawal of membership from WSALC.  The Clerk 

reported that as the Special Resolutions were voted upon at the AGM and carried, the Parish 

Council would not be withdrawing its membership. 

  

(b) Storrington And District Classic And Sportscar Enthusiasts (SADCASE) Classic Car Show. 

Following the last meeting during which Councillors raised concerns that the proposed date of 

25th July would be too soon after the predicted removal of social distancing restrictions, the 

Clerk reported that it was now proposed that the event be held on Sunday 29th August and it 

was generally considered that this would be a more appropriate date.  It was still considered 

that the organisers should proceed with caution and that in the event of further government 

restrictions being imposed, the plans can be cancelled. 

 

(c) Minute No. 168 – Amberley Road Traffic Issues.  The Clerk and Mr Head had attended a site 

meeting with County Councillor Paul Marshall and the resident who had raised concerns about 

traffic speed and noise.  A further meeting had been arranged to include the Highways Steward 

and Members would be kept abreast of the situation. 
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184. TO RECEIVE AND IF APPROVED, TO ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE 

FOLLOWING COMMITTEE MEETINGS. 

(a) Planning and Development Committee held on 11th March 2021.  Mrs Worthington-Leese 

referred to Minute 93(a) – Appeal Submitted, and 94 (d) – Application Refused. The Minutes 

were duly ADOPTED. 

 

The meeting was suspended to allow for public participation. 

 

185. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION. 

Members had been provided with notes containing comments from members of the public 

regarding item 8(a) and the parking situation on Hillside Road.  One member of the public 

commented that whilst he welcomed the installation of the bollards, it had merely resulted in 

cars parking on the unmade layby on the opposite side of the road.  County Councillor Marshall 

reported that the possibility of improving the surface of the layby could be raised with the 

Highways Steward again. 

 

One member of the public commented on the public participation period in the last meeting 

and how the process had not been followed to the letter.  He was reminded that the Chairman 

was entitled to exercise discretion. 

 

The Chairman resumed the meeting. 

 

 

186. COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS.    

 

(a) Early Help Service Redesign Consultation. Members were advised of this consultation on 

proposals to redesign the Early Help Service.  County Councillor Marshall explained that 

this is a specialised service to act quickly upon referrals of families where intervention and 

support is required in order to prevent removing the children from the family home.  He 

further explained that whilst the Early Help Service Budget is currently used to fund the 

Children and Family Support Centres, this type of service does not typically involve 

families visiting the Centres.  Instead support workers for this early intervention work need 

to be more agile and able to make home visits.  

 

Whilst the changes proposed will involve the closure of some of these Centres leaving a 

minimum of one central base per district, Cllr Marshall insisted that this was not a cost 

saving exercise. In fact, he reported that the Early Help Service budget had been increased 

by approximately £32 million.   

 

Miss Brown enquired about how the universal services currently offered at the Storrington 

Centre could continue and Cllr Marshall suggested that community groups in some areas 

were coming together with the aim of taking over the buildings and repurposing them. He 

encouraged the Parish Council to collaborate with other interested parties in the parish to 

respond to the consultation. 
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(b) Community Highways Scheme  (CHS) – Fryern Road Path. Since the last meeting, Mrs 

Worthington-Leese had met with the WSCC Highways Steward to discuss the Parish 

Council’s dissatisfaction that this path had been installed and to consider removal or 

resurfacing it with a more natural material.  Disappointingly, the response from WSCC 

was that the cost of resurfacing the path was prohibitive and therefore nothing was to be 

done.  It was suggested that the path be re-inspected in 18 months.   

 

Mrs Worthington-Leese referred to complaints from local residents that the path was being 

used for skateboarding and commented that WSCC could not disregard the consequences 

of its actions.  Cllr Marshall observed that this path had been installed as the result of an 

application from local residents and that the CHS process had been followed.  He did 

however state that Parish Council’s opinions would be given more weighting going 

forward and agreed to take the matter up with the Highways Steward to establish why the 

costs to resurfacing were estimated to be so high. 

 

(c) Community Speedwatch.  Cllr. Marshall announced that the Speedwatch Group had been 

awarded a grant by the Chanctonbury County Local Committee to purchase a second laser 

device. 

 

(d) Steyning Grammar School.  Mr Evea highlighted the recent decision made by Steyning 

Grammar School to shelve plans for the relocation of the 6th form to the Towers Site.  

Instead the building will now be used by Key stage 3 pupils which would mean that all 

year 7 and 8 pupils will be remain remote from the main Shooting Field Site.  He enquired 

whether County had any influence in the decision-making process or whether this was 

purely a Bohunt choice.  Cllr Marshall responded that County had no involvement in that 

matter but would attempt to find out more about how the decision had come about. 

 

 

187. DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS.   

 

(a) Sandgate Park – Update re installation of car park and impact of visitor parking on nearby 

residential roads.  District Councillor Dawe reported that due to staff sickness, there had 

been little progress on the matter of the car park so suggested that this item be moved 

forward to a future meeting.  Referring to a member of the public’s suggestion that signage 

should be installed to direct visitors to the National Trust car park at the Warren, he 

commented that this would not be appropriate for safety reasons as this would result in 

people crossing Water Lane at the point of a dangerous bend and where there is no 

pavement.   

 

(b) North Street Car Park – Stolen paving stones.  Members had been appalled that paving 

stones had been stolen from the North Street Car Park earlier in the month.  

Disappointingly, the police had made no progress in identifying the thieves and Cllr Dawe 

would enquire about progress to replace the paving. 

 

(c) HDC Local Plan.  Cllr Dawe reported that the requirement by Government to deliver 1,200 

homes per year for the next 17 years continued to present a challenge to HDC.  He  



 

 - 72 - 

 

 
STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 Parish Council Meeting 
24th March 2021 

 

commented that the responsibility to deliver housing in such quantities should lie with 

Government rather than being devolved to district level. 

 

(d) Glebe Field Open Space.  Members heard that despite the S106 agreement to the contrary, 

the final house in the development had now been occupied prior to the Open Space being 

handed over. Whilst the developers had drawn up plans to install more drainage to resolve  

the flooding issues, Mrs Worthington-Leese was concerned that they were not prepared to 

place funds into escrow in case further damage was caused to the properties. As such, 

Councillors were reluctant to accept responsibility for the land until the remedial works 

had been tested.  Cllr Dawe shared these concerns and agreed that a period of time should 

pass before the handover takes place, to determine that the drainage is effective. 

 

(e) Single Use Plastic Recycling.  Referring to an initiative being championed by “Sussex 

Green Living”, Mr Wilkins enquired whether HDC had any plans to introduce single use 

plastic recycling.  Cllr Dawe responded that various schemes were being trialled across the 

district but was not aware of this particular scheme.  The Clerk would provide some further 

information. 

 

 

188. ULTRA-FAST BROADBAND PROJECT – UPDATE.  Mr Bentley reported that 

Openreach were in the process of finalising their costings for the project and he hoped that 

further details about the next steps would follow shortly so that these may be shared with those 

who had registered their interest. 

 

 

 189. CHANCTONBURY LEISURE CENTRE. 

 

(a) Update on plans to re-open. Cllrs Worthington-Leese, Head and the Clerk had met with 

the Trustees and Members heard that everything is on track for the phased re-opening of 

the centre from 12th April.  In line with Government guidelines, the gym will be available 

to individuals or those from the same household on a pre-booked system and the centre 

will start to welcome back sports clubs and other groups as and when their own 

circumstances allow. 

 

(b) Funding.  Members had been provided with the latest figures including unexpected costs 

associated with the lockdown imposed in January.  The Clerk had been successful in 

obtaining a Coronavirus Restrictions grant to help ease the burden and was hopeful of a 

further contribution via HDC through funds received from Sport England. Whilst there 

was still some uncertainty regarding further restrictions being imposed in the future, Cllr 

Dawe was optimistic that HDC would be able to support the Parish Council’s unexpected 

expenditure through this current lockdown. 

 

(c) CCTV. The Clerk reported that the S106 funding from Saxon Weald had been approved 

as had an application to the Police Community Fund.  The installation of the equipment 

would commence on 7th April. 
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190. PARISH COUNCIL BUSINESS PLAN 2021/2023 – TO CONSIDER DOCUMENT FOR 

ADOPTION.  Members had been provided with the draft document which details some of the 

projects being planned for the next 36 months.  It was noted that the Plan would be constantly 

reviewed and revised as new initiatives are considered and the Plan was DULY ADOPTED. 

 

 

191. PARISH COUNCIL NEWSLETTER – TO APPROVE SPRING EDITION.  Members 

had been provided with the draft copy and the Clerk noted suggestions and amendments.  With 

these revisions, the Spring Edition was APPROVED.  It was hoped that distribution would 

commence week beginning 19th April. 

 

 

192. GRANTS AND REQUESTS FOR DONATIONS. 

  

(a) Storrington Community Speedwatch – Request for grant of £200 towards promotional 

activities.  An application had been made for a donation towards future promotional 

activities and events.  Members were asked to Vote: 3 in favour, 9 Against.  It was therefore 

DECIDED. 

 

Not to donate at this time. 

 

(b) Kent, Surrey and Sussex Air Ambulance Trust – Request for donation towards vital 

equipment. The Trust’s request for a donation of £300 towards lifesaving ventilation 

equipment was discussed. Mr Bentley Proposed £250, Seconded Mr Matthews and 

Unanimously AGREED. 

 

To Donate the sum of £250.00 

 

(c) Royal British Legion – To consider purchase of “Tommy” ahead of VE day on 8th May.  

It was noted that this was a purchase consideration and it was therefore agreed that it should 

not be assessed as an application for a donation. 

 

193. TO RECEIVE BANK RECONCILIATIONS FOR FEBRUARY 2021. Members had been 

provided with the Bank Reconciliation for February which had been witnessed by Mr Head. 

The documents were DULY NOTED.   

 

 

194. TO REVIEW AND AUTHORISE ACCOUNTS TO BE PAID. Members had been 

provided with the list of Payments amounting to £19,561.74 Plus VAT for February.  These 

were duly APPROVED. 
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195. ITEMS AVAILABLE FOR COUNCILLORS TO READ.  

 

(a) Storrington & District Museum “Times Past” Spring Edition.  Available from the Parish 

Office. 

 

 

196. CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE.   

 

(a) Sussex Green Living – Single Use Plastic Recycling.  The Clerk had shared details about 

this scheme which has been introduced in neighbouring parishes.  Unfortunately, it had not 

been received in time to place on the agenda for consideration so it was suggested that 

more information be gathered and it be discussed at the next meeting. 

 

 

197. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND URGENT MATTERS.  

 

 

198. NEXT MEETINGS – TO CONSIDER DATES AND TOPICS FOR ANNUAL 

MEETING OF THE PARISH AND ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING.  The 

Clerk reminded Members that as yet, there had been no announcement by Government that 

Parish Council meetings could continue to be carried out virtually after 7th May.  However, 

under the current roadmap, indoor gatherings of more than 6 people cannot take place before 

June which would prevent face to face meetings from taking place.  Whilst there is an 

expectation that the Government would extend the Coronavirus Act which would allow virtual 

meetings to continue, it was suggested that the Annual Parish Council Meeting should be held 

prior to the current expiry date of 7th May but that the Annual Meeting of the Parish should be 

cancelled until such time as a public forum can be arranged when social distancing measures 

are removed.  It was therefore AGREED. 

 

 That the next Parish Council meeting would take place as scheduled on 28th 

April 2021, followed by the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council on 5th May 

2021.  The Annual Meeting of the Parish 2021 would be cancelled and a 

public forum event planned for later in the year. 

 

 

199. ADJOURNMENT.   

 

 A Member of the public raised the matter of a discharge of conditions on planning application 

reference DC/15/2788, Paula Rosa, Robell Way and it was confirmed that this would be 

discussed at the next meeting of the Planning and Development Committee on 8th April. 

 

   

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.45 pm 


