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STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  

HELD REMOTELY VIA THE ZOOM VIRTUAL MEETING PLATFORM, 

ON WEDNESDAY 28TH APRIL, 2021, 

COMMENCING AT 7.00 p.m. 

 

 
Present:  Mrs A Worthington-Leese in the Chair, Mr D Bentley, Miss C Brown, Mr B Dent, Mrs 

B Gilligan, Mr A Head, Mr R Hurley, Mr R Jerman, Mr S Matthews, Mr P Oakham, 

Mrs L Wheatley and Mr D Wilkins. 

 

Also Present: Mrs B Walmsley – Sussex Green Living 

6 Members of the Public 

 
 

200. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  Were received from Mrs G Kittle (Prior engagement). The 

reasons for absence were duly ACCEPTED. District Councillor Ray Dawe and County 

Councillor Paul Marshall also sent their apologies. 

 

201.  TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS.  There were no 

declarations of interest. 

   

202. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON THE 24TH MARCH 2021.  The Minutes were duly AGREED to be a correct 

record of the proceedings thereat and were duly signed by the Chairman.   

 

203. CLERK’S UPDATE.   

 

(b) Minute No. 168 – Amberley Road Traffic Issues. A further site meeting had been held with 

the Highways Steward but unfortunately, he had been unable to come up with any proposals 

to solve the resident’s concerns.  The Clerk had enquired whether there were any 

environmental grants to supply noise abating screening for his garden but was advised that 

these were not available.  She was told that it was also not possible to include any mitigating 

measures as part of the Community Highways Scheme for the improvement to the junction at 

Tescos.  Mr Head enquired whether the loose manhole covers which were adding to the noise, 

had been repaired and the Clerk was asked to follow this up and report back to Members. 

 

204. TO RECEIVE AND IF APPROVED, TO ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE 

FOLLOWING COMMITTEE MEETINGS. 

(a) Planning and Development Committee held on 8th April 2021.  Mrs Worthington-Leese 

highlighted Minute No. 104(a) – DC/21/0420 which had been refused and Minute No. 110(a) 

– The Glebe Open Space where drainage works were due to commence on 4th May.  Mr Jerman 

reported that surface works at the surgery had commenced.  The Minutes were duly 

ADOPTED.   
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STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 Parish Council Meeting 
28th April 2021 

 

The meeting was suspended to allow for public participation. 

 

205. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION. 

 

Using her discretion, the Chairman announced that members of the public would be invited to take 

part in the discussion for item 10 subject to the time limits allowed for public participation. 

 

No other comments relating to items on the agenda were made. 

 

The Chairman resumed the meeting. 

 

206. SUSSEX GREEN LIVING – REQUEST TO SET UP A SINGLE -USE PLASTIC 

RECYCLING POINT AT STORRINGTON RECREATION GROUND CAR PARK.  

The Parish Council had been approached by Sussex Green Living about the possibility of 

setting up a recycling point in the car park at Storrington Recreation Ground. Members had 

been provided with details of the scheme which aims to divert single-use plastics from landfill 

via recycling companies.  The proposal is for 2 bins (supplied by HDC) to be secured to the 

railings at the end of the front car park with volunteers collecting the contents regularly.  The 

group had also requested some space where the contents could be sorted and stored.  Mrs 

Walmsley was available to answer questions and after discussion it was AGREED. 

 

That the scheme be trialled for a period of three months and then a review be 

undertaken. 

 

It was noted however, that storage space could not be provided and Mrs Walmsley confirmed 

that the contents would be taken away and stored off site for the trial period.  The Clerk 

suggested that should the scheme be extended, Sussex Green Living may wish to apply for a 

grant from HDC’s Community Climate Fund to purchase a secure storage unit to be located 

next to the bins.  Whilst this could potentially result in the loss of one space, Councillors would 

support this idea. 

 

207. COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS.   Mr Jerman enquired about plans for the future of the 

Billingshurst waste disposal site and the Clerk was asked to follow this up. 

 

208. DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS.   

 

As District Councillor Ray Dawe was absent, no other matters were raised. 

 

Due to the level of public interest and engagement in this matter, the Chairman allowed the members 

of the public to take part in this discussion subject to the set time limits. 

 

209. SANDGATE PARK – UPDATE RE INSTALLATION OF CAR PARK AND IMPACT 

OF VISITOR PARKING ON NEARBY RESIDENTIAL ROADS.  Residents of Hillside 

Road were in attendance and Members heard that parking and inconsiderate behaviour of 

visitors to the park continues to be a problem for them.  The Clerk had distributed an email 

from HDC’s Head of Leisure and Culture in which a number of actions were suggested: 
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• A joint letter from HDC and the PC formally requesting Cemex to lease some of the land 

to the Parish Council for a car park to be installed. Estimates for the cost of the car park 

were between £50k and £90k.  As there were no S106 funds available from HDC, the 

suggestion was that the Parish Council could use CIL funding and reserves which had 

previously been earmarked for a public toilet.  Mrs Worthington-Leese questioned the 

requirement for the lease to be with the Parish Council when the whole of the Park will 

eventually be transferred to HDC’s ownership anyway and suggested that any lease should 

therefore be with HDC.  She also commented that the Parish Council’s reserves had been 

depleted significantly due to the amount invested into the re-opening of the Leisure Centre.  

However, it was suggested that these matters could be revisited if Cemex were to agree to 

leasing the land.   

 

• Approach to be made to Britania Crest with regard to bringing forward its plans for a 

car park on Britania Crest Land.  It was noted that Britania Crest has an identified car 

park in its plans for delivery in 2028 and it was suggested that an enquiry be made about 

the possibility of bringing this forward.   

 

• To install a car park on land already owned by HDC with access via Sandgate Lane. It 

was suggested that a sensible option would be to have a car park on land already owned 

by HDC but as Sandgate Lane is a private road, a legal right of way agreement would need 

to be drawn up.   

 

• Make contact with the National Trust with regard to expanding the car park at 

Sullington Warren.  It was noted that this option would require road safety improvements 

which would involve significant extra costs. 

 

County Councillor Paul Marshall had provided the Clerk with details of his conversation with 

one of the residents about the possibility of a Community Highways Scheme (CHS) to provide 

pedestrian connectivity to the existing car park at the Warren.  However, previous 

conversations with the Highways Steward had indicated that this would not be feasible.  The 

Clerk had therefore suggested that a Highways Engineer should survey the site to ascertain 

what may be achieved prior to a CHS application being started. 

 

Whilst it was agreed that all of the above suggestions should be pursued, it was generally felt 

that the only real solution was for a car park to be installed within the Park area and HDC 

should be encouraged to prioritise this option above the others.  

 

It was also recognised that all of the suggestions were measures that might offer solutions in 

the longer term rather than any short-term results and the patience of all of the residents 

affected was appreciated. 
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210. POLICING IN STORRINGTON- UPDATE ON MEETING WITH SUSSEX POLICE 

REGARDING ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR AND CRIMINAL ACTIVITY IN THE 

PARISH.  Mrs Worthington-Leese and the Clerk had attended a series of meetings with 

Sussex Police and other parties to address several incidents involving young people; the most 

recent one also included District Councillor James Wright.  The PCSO and Sussex Police had 

recently increased their presence within the Parish and actions to ban youths from certain areas 

and to disperse groups who are causing nuisance have been carried out. The PCSO explained 

that this would continue when resources allow and Cllr Wright advised that he would arrange 

a meeting with the District Commander to ensure that the police continue to focus on 

addressing the issues in this parish. 

 

Cllr. Matthews had shared a report of his experience of joining the Neighbourhood Wardens 

on a recent shift and had been shown all of the regular haunts where young people were 

gathering. Cllr, Matthews’ ability to engage with the youths was limited due to the poor 

weather but his intention was to accompany the Wardens on further visits and he would 

continue to share his experiences with Members. 

 

211. ULTRA-FAST BROADBAND PROJECT – UPDATE.  Mr Bentley reported that 

Openreach had now provided costings for the project but the figures to a much higher number 

of homes than the 600 that had registered.  It was not clear what this meant in terms of the 

WSCC Gigabit Voucher Scheme so Mr Bentley had sought advice from the Project Officer, 

Gregory Merrett.  Mr Merrett had agreed to contact Openreach for clarity and it was hoped 

that a meeting could be arranged shortly to discuss the next steps.  Mr Wilkins offered to attend 

this meeting to support Mr Bentley and the Clerk in progressing the project to the next stage. 

 

212. CHANCTONBURY LEISURE CENTRE. 

 

(a) Progress Report April 2021. Members had been provided with a progress report following 

phase one of the re-opening of the centre on 12th April. Cllrs. Dent and Wheatley had attended 

their first meeting as formal trustees along with the Clerk and Mrs Wheatley reported that 

early figures for bookings and memberships were promising and these were expected to 

increase further at the next phase on 17th May where indoor classes could resume.  The Centre 

had reported complaints from one resident regarding the noise from the outside classes but 

as these did not take place during unsociable hours and there had been no other objections 

from local residents, it was considered acceptable for these to continue until Government 

restrictions were lifted sufficiently for the classes to be moved inside.   

 

(b) Funding.  The Clerk reported that HDC had confirmed that funds received from Sport 

England would be made available to the leisure centre to offset costs associated with 

lockdown and the Centre had also been successful in its application for a Re-start grant to 

compensate the loss of projected income from the phased re-opening.  This meant that the 

Parish Council would be reimbursed for most of the unexpected lockdown expenditure and 

the projected figures detailed in the original business plan were now back on track. 

 

(c) CCTV. The installation of the CCTV system was almost complete with the final work to 

make it completely operational scheduled for the near future. 
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213. BUILDINGS MAINTENANCE – TO CONSIDER QUOTATION FOR WATER 

TREATMENT / HYGIENE CONTRACT FOR PARISH HALL, FOOTBALL 

PAVILION AND CRICKET PAVILION.   The Clerk had obtained the following quotation 

from the company currently used by the Leisure Centre. 

To carry out water treatment and hygiene services at the 3 sites at a cost of £2,640 per 

annum. 

 

It was DECIDED. 

 

  That the quotation be accepted. 

 

214. VILLAGE EVENTS. 

 

(a) SADCASE – CLASSIC CAR SHOW – 29TH AUGUST 2021.  Subject to the lifting of all 

social distancing measures, the Classic Car Show would be taking place on the Hormare Field 

on Sunday 29th August.  The Parish Council had been asked to arrange for provision of portable 

toilets and to ensure that the grass cutting took place prior to the ground being laid out.  The 

organisers plans were to limit the number of vehicles to 200 and each access point to the field 

would be manned to monitor visitor numbers. It was noted that the Parish Council had already 

paid for the provision of toilets for the cancelled Village Day 2020 and the Clerk had enquired 

whether these could be supplied for this event. 

 

(b) TO CONSIDER SUGGESTION FROM LOCAL BUSINESS OWNER TO HOLD A 

SUMMER STREET PARTY (SUBJECT TO LIFTING OF GOVERNMENT 

RESTRICTIONS.  The idea of holding a community party to celebrate the lifting of 

restrictions had been mooted and the Parish Council had been asked to consider requesting the 

closure of Old Mill Drive to accommodate such an event.  

 

(c) TO CONSIDER HOSTING A SUMMER FESTIVAL AT THE BEGINNING OF THE 

SCHOOL SUMMER HOLIDAYS TO CELEBRATE END OF LOCKDOWN.  Another 

suggestion of a family-friendly event to be held on the recreation ground had been received.  

The Leisure Centre could be asked to help organise a family BBQ with some music and 

attractions such as bouncy castles etc. 

 

Councillors expressed enthusiasm for all of these events to help the community to celebrate 

the lifting of Lockdown measures and the Clerk was asked to progress plans. 

 

 

215. TO RECEIVE BANK RECONCILIATIONS FOR FEBRUARY 2021. Members had been 

provided with the Bank Reconciliation for March. The documents were DULY NOTED.  The 

Clerk reported that the Internal Audit had been undertaken and the end of year Statements, 

Accounts and Report would be produced for completion and approval at the Annual Meeting 

of the Parish Council scheduled for Wednesday 5th May. 
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216. TO REVIEW AND AUTHORISE ACCOUNTS TO BE PAID. Members had been 

provided with the list of Payments amounting to £92,561.57  Plus VAT for April.  These were 

duly APPROVED. 

 

 

217. ITEMS AVAILABLE FOR COUNCILLORS TO READ. There were no items to read. 

 

 

218. CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE.  No Matters were raised. 

 

 

219. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND URGENT MATTERS.  

 

 

220. NEXT MEETINGS – WEDNESDAY 5TH MAY 2021 – ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 

PARISH COUNCIL.  Members were asked to review their Register of Interest documents 

prior to the meeting and to inform the Clerk of any changes to their individual documents.  The 

Clerk reported that personal addresses could be redacted from the versions published on the 

website if councillors so wished. 

 

 

221. ADJOURNMENT.   

 

(a) WSCC – Early Help Service Redesign Consultation.  Miss Brown reported that she had 

attended a meeting with several local organisations to discuss the consultation proposals 

and to form a collective response.  She hoped to be able to share notes from this meeting 

with Councillors and prepare a suggested response from the Parish Council for 

consideration at the Annual Meeting on 5th May. 

 

(b) Public Toilet at the Power Garage.  The Clerk was asked to enquire when the toilets may 

be made available to the public. 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.50 pm 


