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STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  

HELD IN THE MAIN HALL, THE PARISH HALL, THAKEHAM ROAD, 

STORRINGTON ON WEDNESDAY 23RD JUNE 2021, 

COMMENCING AT 7.00 p.m. 

 
Present:  Mrs A Worthington-Leese in the Chair, Mr D Bentley, Mr B Dent, Mr R Evea, Mrs 

Mr A Head, Mr R Jerman, Mr S Matthews, Mr P Oakham, Mrs L Wheatley & Mr D 

Wilkins. 

 

Also Present:   

  1 Member of the public 

 
 

23. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  Were received from Miss Brown & Mr Hurley (Personal 

Reasons). The reasons for absence were duly ACCEPTED. District Councillor Ray Dawe 

and County Councillor Paul Marshall had also extended their apologies.  

 

Mrs Worthington-Leese announced that Mrs Kittle had resigned and there are now two vacancies on 

the Parish Council. 

 

MEMBERS NOT PRESENT.  Mrs B Gilligan. 

   

24.  TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS.  Mr Jerman 

declared an interest in item 17(a) and Mr Head declared an interest in item 17(b). 

 

25. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL 

MEETING HELD ON THE 5TH MAY 2021.  The Minutes were duly AGREED to be a 

correct record of the proceedings thereat and were duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

26. CLERK’S UPDATE.   

 

(a) Premises Licence Application. The Clerk reported that a Premises Licence had been 

granted for the Storrington Recreation Grounds. 

 

27. TO RECEIVE AND IF APPROVED, TO ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE 

FOLLOWING COMMITTEE MEETINGS. 

 

(a) Planning and Development Committee Meeting held on 16th June 2021.  Members noted 

that the Committee had submitted its comments in respect of the application at the land 

north of Downsview Avenue. It was confirmed that a full archaeological survey would 

now be required following the discovery of roman ruins at the site and that this would be 

taking place in August.  Mrs Worthington-Leese thanked Mr Oakham for representing 

the Parish Council at HDC’s recent Planning Committee meeting.  The Clerk was asked 

to contact HDC to request that consideration be given to allowing Parish Councils and 

members of the public to make representations remotely via hybrid Committee 

meetings. The Minutes were duly ADOPTED. 
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STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Parish Council Meeting 

23rd June 2021 

 

   

28. COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS.   

 

(a) WSCC Early Help Service Consultation.  The Parish Council’s response to the 

consultation had been agreed by email and submitted.  The response called for WSCC to 

undertake a review of what services are required by the community prior to considering 

the closure of the Storrington Family Centre.  

 

Mr Evea referred to the recent publicity surrounding the Department of Education’s 

findings that white working class pupils eligible for free school meals have been 

underachieving as a result of neglect from early years through to higher education, 

highlighting the need to review what services local families should have access to.   

 

As County Councillor Marshall was not present, the Clerk was asked to contact him for 

an update on the situation. 

 

 

29. DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS.  As there were no District Councillors present, no 

matters were raised. 

 

 

30. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION.   

A Member of the public representing St Mary’s Parochial Church Council introduced 

himself and referred to item 10 on the agenda.  Mrs Worthington-Leese suggested that he 

might answer questions as part of the discussions on that item. 

 

 

31. BOUNDARY COMMISSION 2023 REVIEW OF PARLIAMENTARY 

CONSTITUENCIES – CONSULTATION ENDS 2ND AUGUST 2021. Members noted 

that the proposals are for this area to be moved from Arundel and South Downs to  

Shoreham Constituency and concerns were raised about the disparity between the two areas.  

It was felt that the waterside urban nature of Shoreham does not identify with the rural 

community of Storrington & Sullington and the Clerk was asked to respond to the 

consultation with these observations. 

 

 

32. STORRINGTON PARISH CHURCHYARD – TO CONSIDER SUPPORT FOR 

PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS TO THE PUBLIC FOOTPATHS IN AND TO 

STORRINGTON PARISH CHURCHYARD.  Members had been provided with 

information from St Mary’s Storrington Parochial Church Council (PCC) regarding the 

condition of the footpaths in and to the churchyard. A representative of the PCC was in 

attendance to answer any questions on the following matters to be considered. 

(a) To support a request to WSCC for the proposed improvements to be included in its 

2022/2023 programme of works. 
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(b) To support an application to HDC for a grant towards these improvements to the 

Churchyard as a community burial ground. 

(c) To consider providing a grant from the Parish Council towards these improvements. 

 

Members heard that, mindful of cost implications and regulations regarding paths through 

burial grounds,  two key paths had been identified as requiring serious improvement and the 

Parish Council was considered the first port of call in gathering support for the request to 

WSCC. 

 

Members agreed that the proposals have merit and should be supported. However, whilst the 

PCC had suggested that the District and Parish Councils might consider contributing to the 

project, along with the PCC, it was pointed out that WSCC had a responsibility to maintain 

footpaths and therefore should be contacted in the first instance to request that the work be 

done from the budget. It was AGREED. 

 

That the Clerk will liaise with St Mary’s PCC to approach WSCC regarding this 

matter. 

 

 

33. TO REVIEW AND IF APPROVED, ADOPT THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS.  

 

(a) Local Government Association Model Councillor Code of Conduct.  The Model Code of  

Conduct was ADOPTED.  

 

(b) Social Media and Press Policy. It was suggested that the Clerk should review the 

document further and present an abridged version of the document which highlights the 

key points and references the principles contained in the Code of Conduct. 

 

 

34. BUILDINGS AND PROPERTY MAINTENANCE. 

 

(a) To arrange inspections of Parish Council owned buildings and property.  Cllrs Dent and 

Head agreed to carry out these inspections and to list any maintenance requirements 

using a scale of importance. 
 

(b) To Consider quotation received to inspect Parish Council owned buildings and to provide 

valuations for insurance purposes.  A quotation had been received to carry out the 

inspections on all buildings including the Leisure Centre and to provide valuations for 

insurance purposes for the sum of £1,150.00.  This was AGREED. 
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(c) Boundary fence at the Parish Hall – to consider quotations for replacement fence. 

The following quotations were considered. 

 

For the removal of old fence and installation of closeboard fencing with concrete 

posts and concrete gravelboards. 

 

Quotation No. 1 - £2,495 Plus Vat  

Quotation No. 2 - £3,095 Plus Vat 

 

 It was AGREED.  
 

  To ACCEPT the quotation from Paul Goldring Tree Surgery and Fence Specialists  

  At a cost of £2,495 plus VAT. 

 

35. CCTV – TO CONSIDER REQUESTING THAT THE CLERK EXPLORE THE 

POSSIBILITY, AND RESULTING CONSEQUENCES OF INSTALLING CCTV IN 

THE HIGH STREET.  Members were reminded that the Clerk had been asked to look into 

the implications of installing CCTV in the High Street back in November 2020 and a number 

of concerns had been raised regarding the impact upon data protection and personal privacy.  

As the Parish Council would be commissioning a Privacy Impact Assessment to be 

undertaken by its Data Protection Officer for the newly installed system at the Leisure 

Centre, it was suggested that advice also be sought regarding the High Street proposal. 

Whilst it was acknowledged that there was a need to provide security for property owned and 

maintained by the Parish Council, some Members questioned whether it should be 

responsible for areas outside of this scope. Other concerns relate to peoples’ rights to 

privacy, cost of the project and whether the police would / could take action as a result of 

footage gathered by the cameras.  The Clerk was also asked to investigate these matters and 

collate further information in order that an informed decision may be made at a future 

meeting. This was AGREED. 

 

36. THAKEHAM PARISH COUNCIL – PROJECT FOR A SAFE CYCLING LINK 

FROM CENTRAL THAKEHAM TO STORRINGTON VILLAGE CENTRE.  

Members had been asked to consider supporting Thakeham Parish Council’s (TPC) 

proposals to upgrade a number of footpaths to bridleways at the south end of Northlands 

Lane and for the footpath at land north of Downsview Avenue to also be upgraded as part of 

the planning application currently under consideration.  Initial responses had been invited by 

email and the Clerk had advised her counterpart at Thakeham that the general consensus was 

not in favour of shared pathways.  Further comments had been received from Thakeham to 

address the concerns raised and Members heard that WSCC had raised no objections to 

TPC’s proposals.  Discussions were also underway with private landowners regarding the 

paths through their parcels of land to the north of Downsview Avenue and whilst there were 

matters to resolve, there had been no immediate rejections to the proposed upgrades.  A 

discussion took place regarding shared paths and whilst Councillors would be supportive of 

the installation of new routes specifically for cyclists, their aversion to shared paths could not 

be allayed.  It was therefore DECIDED. 

   

  That the project as proposed by Thakeham Parish Council could not be supported. 
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37. YOUTH PROVISION – TO CONSIDER PROPOSALS FROM SUSSEX CLUBS FOR 

YOUNG PEOPLE (SCYP) FOR YOUTH PROVISION DURING THE SUMMER 

HOLIDAYS.  Members heard that Cllrs Evea and Matthews had joined the Clerk in a 

meeting with a Youth Services Officer to discuss the impact of the withdrawal of funding for 

youth provision from July.  Concerns had been raised that this would mean that there would 

be no engagement with young people throughout the school holidays and beyond and SCYP 

provided costings for the continuation of visits with the Purple Bus or for organising a 

weekly youth club.   

 

 A discussion took place regarding the number of young people being reached by SCYP and 

whilst it was acknowledged that the pandemic had influenced the level of involvement, there 

were still questions about whether the services were meeting localised needs. Rather than 

funding something that does not appear to be reaching the majority of people it is aimed at, 

Councillors felt that a new approach to youth provision should be explored. 

 

It was reported that the Neighbourhood Wardens were working with the Leisure Centre to 

engage local youths in tangible activities and Mr Evea suggested that an approach should be 

made to the new Head Teaching Team at Steyning Grammar School (Bohunt) with a view to 

forging links with local groups, clubs and organisations. 

 

 The merits of forming a Youth Council were also discussed as a great way of communicating 

directly with the younger community and finding out what their needs are.  It was 

AGREED. 

 

That the Clerk would gather more information from the Wardens about their 

activities, make an introductory approach to Steyning Grammar School and look 

into the process for forming a Youth Council. 

 

 

38. VILLAGE EVENTS – UPDATE ON THE FOLLOWING EVENTS. 

 

(a) Fun Fair – Visit to Hormare Field 8th July to 11th July 2021.  Arriving and setting up 

from 5th July, the Fair would be operating from 8th to 11th July and leaving on 12th. 

 

(b) Royal British Legion “Torch Relay” to commemorate its Centenary Year – Friday 27th 

August 2021.  It was reported that the RBL Storrington division had been selected as 

one of the hosts for this Torch Relay which will travel across Sussex in August and a 

service is being planned at St Mary’s Storrington at 11am with light refreshments at the 

Museum afterwards.  More details will be provided as plans progress. 

 

(c) Storrington “Welcome Back” Street Party – Saturday 28th August 2021.  Plans are 

underway for this event which will be held on Old Mill Drive from 3:30pm until 9pm.  

The event will begin with a cream tea and music from the 1940s and follow on with live 

bands, food and refreshments.  Local businesses have been invited to get involved by  
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taking part in the event or having their details advertised in the event programme and 

local residents will be notified about the event. Whilst the event management plan and 

risk assessment are being drawn up, final details will not be available until after the 19th 

July so that any restrictions announced by the Government can be incorporated. 

 

(d) SADCASE – Classic Car Show – Sunday 29th August 2021. This event will be held on 

the Hormare Field and the Clerk is working with the organisers on the event management 

plan and risk assessment but as with the street party, these will be finalised after the 19th 

July. 

 

 

39. TO CONSIDER REQUESTS FOR GRANTS AND DONATIONS: 

 

Mr Jerman took no part in the following discussion. 

 

(a) Storrington Greenfingers – grant of £1,000.  Members had received the group’s audited 

accounts and the annual grant of £1,000 was APPROVED. 

 

(b) Storrington Community Minibus Association – Grant of £404 or donation towards 

project.  Members considered this application to fund the supply and installation of 

visual parking aids to 2 minibuses.   After noting the Association’s audited accounts, it 

was DECIDED not to donate on this occasion. 

 

(c) Sussex Wildlife Trust – Grant of £500 or donation towards promotion of new group. This 

newly formed group has already amassed over 70 members and has requested a grant to 

help promote its activities, hire halls and purchase presentation equipment. Members 

were keen to encourage this new group but rather than fund hall hire fees and equipment 

Mrs Wheatley suggested that the group should be offered free use of the Parish Hall 

facilities for a period of time. She therefore Proposed the sum of £250 plus free hall hire, 

Seconded Mr Dent and AGREED. 

 

To donate the sum of £250.00 and offer free hire of the Parish Hall and audio 

visual equipment for up to 6 events. 

 

 

40. TO RECEIVE BANK RECONCILIATIONS FOR APRIL AND MAY 2021.  These 

documents were DULY NOTED.  

 

41. TO REVIEW AND AUTHORISE ACCOUNTS TO BE PAID.  Payments in the sum of  

£17,247.97 plus VAT for May and £26,943.95  plus VAT for June were duly APPROVED. 

 

42. ITEMS AVAILABLE FOR COUNCILLORS TO READ. There were no items. 
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43. CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE. 

  

(a) HDC – Rewilding High Streets Funding Opportunity.  HDC has announced a funding 

opportunity for Rewilding of High Streets.  Each rural town can apply for up to £5,000 

towards projects that can be delivered between August 2021 and March 2022.  

 

44. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND URGENT MATTERS. No matters were 

raised. 

 

45. DATE OF NEXT MEETING.   Wednesday 28th July 2021. 

 

46. ADJOURNMENT.   

 

(a) Enforcement of HGV Restrictions School Hill.  Mrs Worthington-Leese noted that 

HGVs were still travelling through the restricted area on School Hill and the Clerk was 

requested to enquire about the Air Quality Steering Group’s discussions with WSCC 

regarding the installation of cameras in the area. 

 

 

Due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed, the Press and Public were excluded 

from the following item due to the nature of the business to be discussed. 

 

47. ROLE REVIEWS.  A discussion took place and it was agreed that a review of the role of 

the Clerk and Deputy Clerk would be undertaken. 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.45 pm 

 

 


