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STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  

HELD IN THE MAIN HALL, THE PARISH HALL, THAKEHAM ROAD, 

STORRINGTON ON WEDNESDAY 4TH AUGUST 2021, 

COMMENCING AT 7.30 p.m. 

 
Present:  Mrs A Worthington-Leese in the Chair, Miss C Brown, Mr B Dent, Mr R Evea, Mr A 

Head, Mr S Matthews, Mr P Oakham, Mrs L Wheatley & Mr D Wilkins. 

 

Also Present:  County Councillor Paul Marshall 

  3 Members of the public 

 
 

48. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  Were received from Mr Bentley, Mr Hurley & Mr 

Jerman, (Personal Reasons). The reasons for absence were duly ACCEPTED. District 

Councillor Ray Dawe had also extended his apologies.  

 

MEMBERS NOT PRESENT.  Mrs B Gilligan. 

   

49.  TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS.  There were no 

Declarations of Interest. 

 

50. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON THE 23RD JUNE 2021.  The Minutes were duly AGREED to be a correct 

record of the proceedings thereat and were duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

51. CLERK’S UPDATE.   

Minute No. 33(b) – Social Media and Press Policy.  The Clerk reported that she had yet to 

complete this action. 

 

   

52. COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS.   

 

(a) Ravenscroft Allotment Site Lease Renewal – To Consider WSCC’s proposals for a 

new lease from March 2022.  Members were reminded that the site was the subject of 

an option agreement between WSCC and A2 Dominion but as it was unlikely that all 

relating matters would be finalised prior to the expiration of the current lease.  As such, 

details of WSCC’s proposals for a new lease from March 2022 had been shared. 

Councillors questioned the requirement to contribute towards WSCC’s legal costs in 

preparing the lease when the Parish Council would need to instruct its own solicitor to 

act and County Cllr Marshall suggested that he would speak to the Valuation and Estates 

Manager regarding this.  

 

It was DECIDED. 

 

That WSCC’s proposals for a new lease were AGREED subject to the outcome of 

Cllr Marshall’s enquiries. 
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Parish Council Meeting 
4th August 2021 

 

(b) WSCC Early Help Service Consultation.  It was reported that following the 

consultation, WSCC Cabinet Members had voted unanimously to approve the redesign 

of its Early Help Service.  It is not clear what this decision will mean for the future of the 

Children and Family Centre at West Street but Cllr Evea urged County Cllr Marshall to 

ensure that the needs of local families continue to be provided for. Cllr Marshall 

responded that whilst the Family Centre was funded from the Early Help Intervention 

Service budget, no families had actually been to the building as provision had more 

recently been in the family home or remote. Cllr Marshall said that he was not aware of 

any community groups or organisations that would be displaced but he would be open to 

discussions with those providers who offer services from the Family Centre about how 

the building could be repurposed. 

 

(c) Hawthorn Way Parking Issues.  Cllr. Marshall reported that he would shortly be 

meeting with residents of Hawthorn Way to discuss parking issues. 

 

 

53. DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS.   

 

(a) HDC Draft Local Plan.  Mrs Worthington-Leese referred to recent advancements in the 

production of the Draft Local Plan, and specifically to the very short notice of an 

Extraordinary Cabinet meeting where the Draft Plan would be voted upon.   

 

Members had expressed extreme disappointment that the plan allocates sites for 

development in this and neighbouring parishes without any follow up discussions in 

response to comments submitted as part of the Consultation period. 

 

Referring back to workshops that she and the Clerk attended in February 2020, Mrs 

Worthington-Leese reported that HDC Officers had committed to working alongside 

individual parishes to reach agreement on how to achieve the additional housing numbers 

required from them.  Whilst it was acknowledged that the Pandemic had thwarted this 

plan to some extent, there had been no effort on the part of HDC to follow through on 

this commitment and instead, a Draft Plan had been presented that includes sites that this, 

and other Parish Councils had specifically objected to. 

 

Mrs Worthington-Leese referred to letters the Parish Council had sent to HDC’s Director 

of Place during the consultation period, one objecting to the inclusion of greenfield sites 

within the protected gap between Storrington and West Chiltington. In this first letter, the 

Parish Council acknowledges the requirement to provide more homes and suggests that 

this can be done by increasing numbers on sites already allocated in the Storrington & 

Sullington and Washington Neighbourhood Plan and by allocating more sustainable 

locations within the built-up area.  The second letter referred to the proposed site 

allocations in neighbouring parishes and called for a special assessment to be undertaken 

focussing on the impact of this cumulative development on the infrastructure of “Hub” 

villages such as Storrington, which provides a number of services for its surrounding  
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areas. Neither of these letters appeared to have been addressed as part of HDC’s response to 

the Consultation. 

 

An email had been sent to the Director of Place advising of the Parish Council’s intent that a 

representative would attend the Extraordinary Meeting to register an objection to the Draft 

Plan.  However,  this meeting had to be cancelled on the day as it became clear that the Draft 

Plan did not fully comply with the revised National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 

published in July.  HDC therefore announced a short delay in the process so that further 

work can be done to produce a 30 year vision as required by the NPPF and it was hoped that 

HDC will use this time to liaise with the Parishes as promised earlier in the process. 

 

With this in mind, Mrs Worthington-Leese had requested a meeting with the District 

Councillors and Planning Officers to discuss this Parish Council’s concerns. 

 

A letter had also been sent to the MP outlining the Parish Council’s frustrations at the 

situation as a whole and at the Government’s apparent disregard for local issues and 

constraints which make it extremely difficult for local planning authorities to reach the 

housing targets imposed. 

 

Cllr. Marshall reported that a meeting had been held recently between local MPs and Robert 

Jenrick, Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government where MPs 

had explained that their objections to Government’s requirements regarding numbers for the 

South East were not on grounds of nimbyism but because of the severe strain upon the 

infrastructure and services that would result.  It was pointed out, however, that WSCCC 

(Highways Department in particular) rarely objected to planning applications on the grounds 

of lack of infrastructure and Cllr Marshall agreed that WSCC and HDC should work in 

partnership with the individual Parishes to come up with a cohesive Plan that can be 

supported by all parties. 

 

Members would be advised of the date of the requested meeting as soon as it had been 

arranged so that those who were available could attend. 

 

54. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION.  Members of the public spoke in support of item 8 on the 

agenda. Issues of speeding and noisy traffic, safety of pedestrians and pollution were all 

highlighted. 

 

55. TO CONSIDER REQUESTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC THAT THE 

PARISH COUNCIL APPLY FOR A TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER TO 

REDUCE THE SPEED LIMIT ON MANLEYS HILL AND SCHOOL HILL TO 20 

MPH.  The Clerk had received one email from a resident of School Hill and two from  

residents of Manleys Hill, all setting out cases for a reduction to the speed limit on their 

respective roads.  Members were reminded of the recent incident where a young man was the 

victim of a hit and run on Manleys Hill and remains in hospital at present. 
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One Member of the public had presented two filters from air-conditioning units at his 

property which were quite clearly clogged and he had communicated his concerns with 

HDC’s Environmental Health Team but was dissatisfied with the response received. 

 

Referring to the air quality monitoring stations, Members questioned whether the 

measurements were being taken at correct levels to capture fumes from vehicles and it was 

suggested that the Air Quality Steering Group might request that the contents of the filters 

provided by the Member of the Public be analysed.   

 

The lack of enforcement of existing speed limits and other traffic restrictions around the 

village was highlighted and Cllr Marshall reminded Members that WSCC was investigating 

a pilot project to use ANPR cameras on School Hill to monitor speed and HGV 

infringements.  Agreement would need to be given by the Home Office for rural enforcement 

powers to be used to issue fines but if this authorisation could be received, the pilot project 

could be progressed and if successful, extended to other areas of the Parish. 

 

 Miss Brown had circulated a factsheet detailing the difference between the characteristics of 

a 20 mph speed limit and a 20 mph zone which would also involve traffic calming but it was 

noted that the width of the roads in question might be the decisive factor. It was suggested 

that the Highways Steward be consulted in this regard. 

 

 Members were asked to vote on whether to apply for a Traffic Regulation Order to introduce 

a 20 mph speed limit / 20 mph Zone on Manleys Hill and School Hill: 8 In Favour, 1 

Against.  It was therefore AGREED. 

 

That the Clerk apply for a Traffic Regulation Order for Manleys Hill and School 

Hill after consultation with the Highways Steward regarding the most appropriate 

20 mph restriction.  

 

Members then turned their attention to traffic issues around the Parish in general and Cllr. 

Marshall suggested that it might be appropriate to undertake a traffic audit on all roads to and 

from the Village Centre to investigate the possibility of a wider Community Highways 

Scheme and the Clerk was asked to raise this with the Highways Steward as a separate 

matter. 

 

 

56. RAMPION 2 WIND FARM CONSULTATION – TO CONSIDER APPROVAL OF 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE’S PROPOSED RESPONSE TO 

THE CONSULTATION. Members had been provided with a copy of the proposed 

response to the consultation and this was DULY APPROVED. 
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57. TO CONSIDER RESPONSE TO NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDENS’ REPORT 

REGARDING ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR IN THE PARISH. Councillors had 

received this report outlining the Wardens’ frustrations at the apparent lack of action by the 

police to deal with increasing levels of anti-social behaviour and criminal damage.  The 

Clerk had also received complaints from members of the public who have been subjected to 

abuse.  Cllr. Matthews had accompanied the local PCSO on a walkabout early in July and 

had shared his experiences with Members but it was clear that the situation has become 

much worse since then.  It was noted that the fence at the Riverside Walk which had recently 

been repaired had been vandalised again and the wall at the rear of the Old Mill Square Car 

Park had also been seriously damaged.  There had also been several reports of violence at the 

recreation grounds. The Wardens had requested that their line manager organise a meeting 

with Sussex Police’s District Commander and representatives from the Sussex Police and 

Crime Commissioner’s Office, HDC and the Parish Council and Members would be advised 

when this was arranged. 

 

 

58. YOUTH PROVISION – TO CONSIDER PROPOSAL FROM SUSSEX CLUBS FOR 

YOUNG PEOPLE (SCYP) TO PRODUCE A DIRECTORY OF YOUTH SERVICES 

IN THE PARISH.  At the last meeting on 23rd June, concerns were raised that the current 

Purple Bus offering was sufficient to meet the needs of youths and it was suggested that a 

new approach to youth provision should be explored.  In order to find out what those needs 

are, consultations with young people, other youth services providers and schools is required 

and SCYP has provided a quotation to carry out this consultation and mapping work.   

 

 However, it was pointed out that the Wardens had access to information about a range of 

services and organisations within the parish and it was suggested that they be consulted 

about carrying out this type of exercise before encountering any unnecessary expenditure. 

 

 

59. STORRINGTON RECREATION GROUND (CRICKET OUTFIELD) – TO 

CONSIDER RECOMMENDATION FROM GROUNDS MAINTENANCE 

COMPANY FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO WORN AREA AT A COST  OF £695.00 

PLUS VAT.  Concerns had been raised about the condition of the grass in front of the 

Cricket Pavilion and the Clerk had sought advice from the grounds maintenance company.  

 The recommendations include testing of the soil to assess the correct solution of granulated 

wetting agent to be applied and to verti drain the field to reduce the compaction.  These 

works were AGREED. 

 

 

60. CHANCTONBURY LEISURE CENTRE – TO CONSIDER PROPOSALS TO 

REDEVELOP THE MULTI – USE GAMES AREA.  Members had been provided with 

details of these proposals which involve installation of a 3G Artificial Rubber Crumb Grass 

surface to replace the tarmac. Clarification is being sought with HDC that planning 

permission is not required for this work and the Leisure Centre has secured funds for the  
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project by way of Social Investment from CAF Venturesome. The matter was discussed and 

it was RESOLVED. 

 

That the proposals be APPROVED subject to confirmation that Planning 

Permission is not required. 

 

 

61. VILLAGE EVENTS – UPDATE ON THE FOLLOWING EVENTS. 

 

(a) Royal British Legion “Torch Relay” to commemorate its Centenary Year – Friday 27th 

August 2021.  The RBL Storrington division had been selected as one of the hosts for 

this Torch Relay which will travel across Sussex in August and a service is being 

planned at St Mary’s Storrington at 11am with light refreshments at the Museum 

afterwards.  All Members were welcome to attend and the event has been publicised in 

the Parish Council’s newsletter. 

 

(b) Storrington “Welcome Back” Street Party – Saturday 28th August 2021.  Plans are 

underway for this event which will be held on Old Mill Drive from 3:30pm until 9pm.  

The event will begin with a cream tea and music from the 1940s and follow on with live 

bands, food, refreshments and stalls promoting local businesses and organisations. The 

event programme was in the process of being printed and a management plan has been 

produced.  

 

(c) SADCASE – Classic Car Show – Sunday 29th August 2021. This event will be held on 

the Hormare Field from 10:30 till 4pm. There will be up to 250 vehicles on display along 

with food and refreshment concessions, stalls and entertainment.  There will be limited 

parking available so attendees are encouraged to arrive on foot. Members were asked to 

fund the provision of portaloos for the event at a cost of £450 plus VAT and this was 

AGREED. 

 

 

62. WEST CHILTINGTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN REGULATION 14 OF THE 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING (GENERAL) REGULATION 2012 – TO 

CONSIDER RESPONSE TO CONSULTATION.  It was noted that the Regulation 14 

Consultation period was underway but it was DECIDED. 

 

  Not to submit a comment on this occasion. 

 

63. TO RECEIVE BANK RECONCILIATIONS FOR JUNE 2021.  These documents were 

DULY NOTED.  

 

 

64. ITEMS AVAILABLE FOR COUNCILLORS TO READ. There were no items. 
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65. CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE. 

 

(a) National Association of Local Councils – National Resilience Strategy – Call for 

Evidence.  Members declined to take part. 

 

66. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND URGENT MATTERS.  No matters were 

raised. 

 

 

67. DATE OF NEXT FULL COUNCIL MEETING.   Wednesday 29th September 2021. 

 

 

68. INFRASTRUCTURE, COMMUNICATIONS AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

AND RECREATION AND PROPERTY COMMITTEE – REFORMATION OF 

COMMITTEES.   

 

(a) Infrastructure, Communications and Environment & Recreation and Property.  

It was AGREED that the membership should be as follows: - 

 

 Mr Bentley, Mr Dent, Mr Hurley, Mr Jerman, Mr Matthews, Mr Oakham, Mr 

Wilkins and the Council Chairman. 

 

(b) Recreation and Property Committee.  It was AGREED that the membership 

should be as follows: - 

 

Mr Dent, Mr Head, Mr Hurley, Mr Matthews, Mrs Wheatley and the Council 

Chairman. 

  

Mr Jerman and Miss Gilligan would be asked for their preferences when available. 

  

69. TO CONSIDER GIVING DELEGATED POWERS TO THE CLERK AND IN HER 

ABSENCE, THE DEPUTY CLERK UNTIL THE NEXT FULL COUNCIL 

MEETING.  As the next meeting would not take place until 29th September, it was 

AGREED. 

 

That the Clerk (and in her absence, the Deputy Clerk) should be given designated 

powers until the next meeting. 

 

 

70. ADJOURNMENT.   

  

(a) HDC Staff Resignations. Following the resignations of HDC’s Health and Wellbeing / 

Community Safety Manager and Neighbourhood Wardens Supervisor, the Clerk was 

asked to send a letter of thanks and best wishes to both. 
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Due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed, the Press and Public were excluded 

from the following item due to the nature of the business to be discussed. 

 

71. STAFF MATTERS – ROLE AND SALARY REVIEWS.   

 

A discussion took place and agreement reached. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.15 pm 

 

 


