
 

 - 21 - 

STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE CHANCTONBURY ROOM, THE PARISH HALL, 

THAKEHAM ROAD, STORRINGTON ON WEDNESDAY 19TH JANUARY 

2022, 

COMMENCING AT 7.00 p.m. 

 
Present:  Mrs A Worthington-Leese in the Chair, Mr D Bentley, Mr B Dent, Mr R Evea, Mr A 

Head, Mr R Hurley, Mr R Jerman, Mr P Oakham, Mrs S Sadler, & Mr D Wilkins. 

 

Also Present: District Councillor James Wright 

  1 Member of the Public 

       
 

133. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  Were received from Cllrs. Brown, Gilligan, Matthews and 

Wheatley (Prior Engagements). The reasons for absence were duly ACCEPTED. County 

Councillor Marshall and District Councillor Dawe had also sent their apologies. 

 

134.  TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS. There were no 

Declarations of Interest. 

 

135. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON THE 24th NOVEMBER 2021.  The Minutes were duly AGREED to be a correct 

record of the proceedings thereat and were duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

136. CLERK’S UPDATE.   

  

 Referring to Minute No. 121(a), The Clerk reported that the Sussex Community NHS 

Foundation Trust would be using the Football Pavilion on Mondays as a satellite site for the 

provision of Children’s services from 31st January.  

 

 Members heard that the Clerk had met with representatives of HDC to discuss the provision 

of youth services in the area and it is hoped that a group consisting of local organisations and 

interested parties will be put together over the coming months to address ways to engage with 

young people and to identify their priorities and needs.  The Clerk would report further as 

progress is made and Cllrs. Matthews and Sadler agreed to take part where possible. 

 

 Referring to Minute No. 123, Members enquired whether a letter had been sent to the MP 

regarding the lack of regular police presence in the Parish and Mrs Worthington-Leese 

confirmed that this was in hand.  

 

 

137. TO RECEIVE AND IF APPROVED, TO ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE 

FOLLOWING COMMITTEE MEETINGS. 

  

(a) Infrastructure, Communications and Environment Committee held on 8th December 

2021.  The Minutes were duly ADOPTED.  
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(b) Recreation and Property Committee held on 3rd November 2021.  The Minutes were 

duly ADOPTED. 

 

 

138. DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS.   

 

(a) New Appointments.  District Councillor Wright reported that he had recently been 

appointed Cabinet Member for Environment and Rural Affairs and that Councillor 

Jonathan Chowen had been appointed the new Leader. 

 

(b) HDC Local Plan.  Mrs Worthington-Leese enquired whether a meeting with HDC’s 

Director of Place to discuss site allocations had been arranged and Cllr Wright confirmed 

that he was pursuing this.  He reported that the new Leader’s priority was to obtain a 

reduction in the housing numbers imposed by Government, which could only be possible 

due to Natural England’s position statement with regard to water neutrality.  Cllr Wright 

agreed with Mrs Worthington-Leese that dialogue with parishes to agree site allocations 

was imperative even if production of the Local Plan was being delayed due to the water 

neutrality issues as once a strategy had been agreed with Natural England, developers 

might submit applications ahead of the Local Plan being progressed, leaving HDC 

vulnerable. 

 

(c) Southern Water.  Cllr Wright referred to Southern Water’s consultation regarding its 50 

year plan which proposes a new reservoir in Henfield and a desalination plant at Climping.  

Mr Jerman suggested that the company should concentrate on fixing leaks rather than 

planning new projects. 

 

(d) Car Parks.  Cllr Wright reported that plans for more EV Charging points and LED lighting 

in both main car parks were being progressed along with further improvements to the Mill 

Lane car park. 

 

(e) CCTV.  Cllr Wright continues to explore the idea of CCTV being installed in the High 

Street and at the Bus Turning Circle. 

 

(f) Bank Closures.  Cllr Wright was asked his opinion on “Hub Banks” and he confirmed that 

he and the MP had approached the 3 banks that have closed about this idea but all had 

declined. He explained that this had been a commercial decision by the banks and that 

neither he nor the MP had any influence to change their minds. 

 

(g) Public Toilet. Cllr Wright reported that he was frequently asked about the provision of a 

public toilet in the village and Mrs Worthington-Leese explained that as the Power Garage 

had agreed to allow their facilities to be used, the Parish Council could not justify the cost 

of providing a standalone facility which would likely be subject to vandalism. 
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139. COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS.  As County Councillor Marshall was not present, no 

matters were raised. 

 

140. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION.   Referring to the discussion regarding the public toilet, a 

member of the public enquired about the money raised through crowdfunding and how it was 

being repaid to those people who had contributed.  The Clerk reported that there had been 

approximately £400 raised in this way but many of the donations were anonymous.  It was 

therefore suggested that this money should be donated to the Power Garage towards the cost 

of maintaining its facility. 

 

141. HIGH STREET REWILDING PROJECT – TO CONSIDER UPDATED PROPOSALS.  

 Members heard that HDC’s Consultants had explored various options to introduce re-wilding 

projects for the grassed area on Old Mill Drive including the possibility of installing a stork 

nesting platform.  Unfortunately, this particular idea was proving too problematic and so new 

proposals had been put forward to host a family workshop to promote nature and rewilding 

and to introduce a “Bird Trail” similar to the “Elf Trail” arranged by local businesses over 

Christmas to encourage customers to visit the High Street and to provide a creative workshop 

where children could make their own birds from natural materials and learn more about all 

aspects of re-wilding.  A discussion took place and the matter was put to a vote: 

  6 In Favour, 3 Against, 1 Abstention.  It was therefore AGREED. 

 

   To Support the idea of a “Bird Trail” and Family Workshop. 

  

142. FOOTBALL PAVILION LIFT REPAIRS.  It was reported that the lift at the Football 

Pavilion had been out of order for some months and a quotation for repairs had been received 

from the manufacturer as follows. 

 

  To supply and fit new drive nut assembly and main drive belts.  £4,598.08 Plus VAT 

 

Despite enquiries with other lift maintenance companies, the Clerk had been unable to obtain 

any further estimates for comparison. The matter was discussed and the Clerk was asked 

whether there had been any complaints regarding the lift being out of service.  Whilst it was 

reported that there had been none, it was noted that the usage of the building was increasing 

and efforts should be made to see if any of the hirers were experiencing issues with using the 

stairs.  The Clerk suggested that she enquire with the Football Club whether there are any 

grants available to assist with maintaining the pavilion. Consideration could also be given to 

using S106 or CIL funding could be used towards making the upper floor more accessible. 
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143. PLAYGROUND MAINTENANCE. 

 

(a) Storrington Recreation Ground Repairs. The playground manufacturer had provided a 

quotation of £5,328.93 plus delivery and VAT to carry out various replacements and 

repairs to equipment at Storrington Recreation Ground.  In normal circumstances, 

additional quotations would be sought for comparison; however, Members were advised 

that other companies would still need to obtain the parts required from the manufacturer at 

the same or higher cost.  It was noted that the need for these repairs had been highlighted 

on the Play Inspection reports received and therefore Members considered it essential for 

them to be carried out as soon as possible.  Therefore the Quotation was ACCEPTED. 

 

(b) Sullington Recreation Ground Repairs.  A discussion as described above took place 

regarding the manufacturer’s quotation of £4,361.33 Plus delivery and VAT to carry out 

various repairs at Sullington Recreation Ground.  This Quotation was also ACCEPTED 

and the Clerk was asked to arrange for all works to be completed as soon as possible. 

 

(c) Safety Surfacing – To Consider quotations received.  The Clerk had obtained the following 

quotations to install replacement safety surfacing at the Storrington Recreation Ground and 

various patch repairs at both playgrounds. 

 

Playsafe Playgrounds – To supply and install “safamulch” rubber surfacing and carry 

out various patch and edging repairs.                £8,747 Plus VAT 

 

RTC Safety Surface Ltd – To supply and install new resin bound mulch and carry out 

various patch and edging repairs.                £9,431 Plus VAT 

 

Soft Surfaces Ltd. – To supply and install new resin bound mulch and carry out various 

patch and edging repairs. (not including preparation works)        £10,378 Plus VAT 

 

 

The Clerk was hopeful that an application for S106 funding could be made for this project 

and it was AGREED. 

 

  To Accept the quote from Playsafe Playgrounds at £8,747 plus VAT. 

 

144. GROUND MAINTENANCE CONTRACT TENDER PROCESS – TO REVIEW 

QUOTATIONS SUBMITTED AND TO AWARD A 3 YEAR CONTRACT FROM 

MARCH 2022.  Councillors Head and Wilkins had met with the Clerk to open and review the 

tender documents submitted.  Members were surprised to hear that only two companies had 

responded. 

  Grasstex – To carry out Maintenance Schedule as detailed on Tender Documents  

 £14,392.96 plus VAT 

 

 



 

 - 25 - 

 
STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL  

Parish Council Meeting 
19th January 2022 

 

 
  

  Iverde - To carry out Maintenance Schedule as detailed on Tender Documents  

 £39,662.00 plus VAT 

 

 Cllr Wilkins had studied the quotations in an effort to explain the vast difference in prices 

submitted by these two companies and a discussion took place.  It was DECIDED. 

 

To award the Grounds Maintenance contract to Grasstex for 3 years at a cost of 

£14,392 plus VAT per annum. 

 

 

145. TO CONSIDER QUOTATION FROM BHESCO TO CARRY OUT ENERGY AUDITS 

ON THE PARISH COUNCIL’S BUILDINGS. Following a recommendation from HDC, 

the Clerk had obtained a quotation from BHESCo to carry out energy audits on the Parish Hall, 

Pavilions and Leisure Centre at a cost of £1,950 plus VAT.  The quotation was discussed and 

it was DECIDED. 

 

To Engage BHESCo to carry out energy audits on behalf of the Parish Council/. 

 

 

146. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – TO CONSIDER ADOPTION OF LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION’S MODEL COUNCILLOR CODE OF CONDUCT 

AS REVISED AND ADOPTED BY HDC ON 8TH DECEMBER 2021.  Members had been 

provided with a copy of the revised document and it was DECIDED. 

 

To ADOPT the Local Government Association’s Model Councillor Code of Conduct 

as Revised and Adopted by HDC on 8th December 2021. 

 

147. TO RECEIVE BANK RECONCILIATIONS FOR NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER 

2021.  Members had been provided with a copy of the bank reconciliations documents which 

were DULY NOTED. 

 

 

148. TO REVIEW AND AUTHORISE ACCOUNTS TO BE PAID.  Payments in the sum of 

£13,693.69 plus VAT for December (as approved by the Chairman and Vice-Chairman were 

NOTED and £35,449.35 plus VAT for January were APPROVED. 
 

 

149. TO SET THE BUDGET FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 1ST APRIL 2022 TO 31ST 

MARCH 2023.  Members had been provided with a copy of the proposed budget and the 

figures were discussed. 

After a revision to the Utilities budget it was AGREED. 

 

  To Approve the Budget for the financial Year 1st April 2022 to 31st March 2023 

 



 

 - 26 - 

 

STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL  

Parish Council Meeting 
19th January 2022 

 

 

150. TO SET THE ANNUAL PRECEPT FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 1ST APRIL 2022 

TO 31ST MARCH  2023.  A debate took place about whether it was necessary to increase the 

Precept at a time when the cost of living is increasing. Whilst Councillors were hesitant to 

raise the precept significantly, it was generally felt that setting smaller increments would have 

less of an impact upon householders’ budgets. 

 

It was therefore DECIDED. 

 

That the Precept be increased by 2%. Therefore, it should be set at £252,489.50 for 

the financial year 2021 – 2022, representing an average increase of £1.48 per band 

D property. 

 

151. ITEMS AVAILABLE FOR COUNCILLORS TO READ.  

 

(a) “Times Past” – Storrington & District Museum’s Newsletter Issue no. 69 -  

 

152. CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE.  No matters were raised. 

 

153. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND URGENT MATTERS.   

  

(a) Street Naming Suggestions For Development At Downsview Avenue.  Councillors had  

been asked for their views on various street names proposed for the estate roads at the 

above new development.  Councillors were asked to submit any comments and preferences 

to the Deputy Clerk for discussion at the next meeting of the Planning Committee. 

 

(b) Next Meeting of the Planning and Development Committee.  Mrs Worthington-Leese 

reported that the next meeting of the Planning and Development Committee would be 

brought forward to 3rd February 2022. 

 

154. DATE OF NEXT FULL COUNCIL MEETING.   Wednesday 23rd February 2022.   

 

155. ADJOURNMENT.  Members observed that the presence of litter in the High Street was 

increasing and the Clerk was asked to feed this back to HDC. 

 

The Member of the Public was excluded from the following item due to the confidential nature of 

the business to be discussed. 

 

156. LAND OFF RYECROFT LANE – BELLACRE.  A discussion took place. 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.10 pm 


