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STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE CHANCTONBURY ROOM, THE PARISH HALL, 

THAKEHAM ROAD, STORRINGTON ON WEDNESDAY 23rd FEBRUARY 

2022, 

COMMENCING AT 7.00 p.m. 

 
Present:  Mrs A Worthington-Leese in the Chair, Miss C Brown, Mr D Bentley, Mr B Dent, Mr 

R Evea, Mr A Head, Mr R Hurley, Mr R Jerman, Mr P Oakham, Mrs L Wheatley & 

Mr D Wilkins. 

 

Also Present: County Councillor Paul Marshall 

District Councillor Ray Dawe 

Mr Stuart Austin, Mr David Brunt and Mr Andy Crosswell (Inert Recycling UK Ltd) 

  5 Members of the Public 

       
 

157. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  Were received from Councillors Matthews and Sadler 

(Prior Engagements) The reasons for absence were duly ACCEPTED. District Councillor 

Wright had also sent his apologies. 

 

Members were reminded that Cllr. Gilligan had stepped down. 

 

158.  TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS. There were no 

Declarations of Interest. 

 

159. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON THE 19TH JANUARY 2022.  The Minutes were duly AGREED to be a correct 

record of the proceedings thereat and were duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

160. CLERK’S UPDATE.   

  

 Referring to Minute No. 123 (24th November 2021) Members had been provided with a copy 

of Mrs Worthington-Leese’s letter to the MP and his response regarding police presence in the 

Parish. 

 

 Referring to Minute. No.144 (Ground Maintenance), The Clerk reported that she would be 

arranging a meeting with the contractors to discuss the cutting requirements and condition of 

the Cricket outfield. Cllrs Dent and Head agreed to attend this meeting. 

 

 Referring to Minute No. 145 (Energy Audits).  The Clerk reported that the Inspection of 

buildings would be taking place on 2nd March. 

 

 Referring to Minute No. 138(g) (Public Toilet).  Members were reminded that the proceeds 

from the Crowd funding exercise (approx. £400) would be donated to the Power Garage to use 

towards costs associated with providing public facilities. 
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161. TO RECEIVE AND IF APPROVED, TO ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE 

FOLLOWING COMMITTEE MEETINGS. 

  

(a) Planning and Development Committee Meeting held on 3rd February 2022.  The 

Minutes were duly ADOPTED.  

 

With the agreement of those present, the Chairman changed the order of the agenda and announced 

that Members of the Public would be allowed to comment during the following item. 

 

 

162. ROUTING OF INERT TRUCKS TO/FROM SANDGATE PARK QUARRY – TO 

WELCOME STUART AUSTIN, DAVID BRUNT AND ANDY CROSSWELL FROM 

INERT RECYCLING (UK) LTD.  Messrs, Austin, Brunt and Crosswell had been invited to 

attend this meeting following several reports of trucks breaching the conditions associated 

with the restoration of Sandgate Quarry. Instead of using the prescribed route along the A27 

and A24, numerous trucks (Inert UK and other companies) had been seen travelling on 

Amberley Road and into the Village centre. 

 

 Mr Austin explained that since the contract with Cemex commenced in January, over 1,800 

infill loads had been delivered to the quarry, the vast majority of which were using the 

prescribed route.  He did admit that there had been 4 days where vehicles travelling from a site 

in Amberley had disregarded the condition and had used the Amberley Road and High Street.  

He advised that there is a clause in the planning agreement that allows for Inert to apply to 

WSCC for permission to use an alternative route but this was not done on those 4 occasions. 

 

 Members of the public had provided evidence of trucks breaching the conditions on several 

other occasions and Mr Crosswell advised that whilst all of Inert UK’s vehicles are equipped 

with trackers, this is not always the case for the subcontractors and whilst those companies 

have been advised of the correct route, he could not guarantee that the drivers would adhere to 

it.  It was argued however that Inert did have a responsibility to ensure that its subcontractors 

did follow the rules and Mr Crosswell confirmed that if evidence could be provided then those 

drivers would be banned from using the Quarry for a period of time. 

 

 Mr Crosswell also pointed out that many of the vehicles identified were not connected to Inert 

UK and were using Cemex for sand. He stated that there was no condition for Cemex vehicles 

to use a certain route.  Mrs Worthington-Leese questioned this with County Councillor 

Marshall who advised that he would arrange a meeting with the Planners to see what could be 

done. 

 

 Mr Crosswell agreed to write to all of Inert’s subcontractors to remind them of the rules and 

consequences of not following them and a copy of these letters would be forwarded to the 

Clerk. 

 

Mrs Worthington-Leese thanked Messrs. Austin, Crosswell and Brunt for attending the 

meeting and they left. 
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163. NATIONAL HIGHWAYS A27 ARUNDEL BYPASS – TO CONSIDER THE PARISH 

COUNCIL’S RESPONSE TO THE PUBLIC CONSULTATION ON THE PROPOSED 

SCHEME.  Members had been asked to view the consultation documents so that the Parish 

Council could submit its comments about the proposed scheme.  A discussion took place about 

the pros and cons of the scheme and questions were raised about the validity of the claims that 

the new bypass would result in less congestion through the village.  Reference has been made 

to various studies which show that new roads result in increased traffic on those roads and also 

on the routes that were supposed to be relieved by the scheme. It was also noted that whilst the 

proposed grey route no longer goes through ancient woodland, it does pose a threat to several 

habitats. 

 

County Councillor Marshall reminded Members that this £400 million scheme would still need 

to be approved by the Treasury and he feared that if the consultation results are severely 

negative Highways England might respond by redirecting the funds to another scheme. 

  

Cllr. Marshall stated that he had two roles to fill when considering his response to the 

consultation: one as Leader of WSCC and one as a local resident.  His strong feeling was that 

construction of the new road was crucial to West Sussex and whilst there are some villages 

that will suffer as a result of the proposed route, he intended to work closely with them to 

mitigate the issues.   

 

District Councillor Dawe reported that HDC had voted to support the scheme and during the 

discussion, it had become clear that many HDC Councillors were not aware of the various 

traffic and transport issues suffered in the village and what efforts have been made over the 

years to attempt to resolve them.  He believed that this might also be the case for the general 

public and suggested that the Parish Council might publish this information as part of its 

response to the consultation.   

 

Mrs Worthington-Leese asked Members to vote and it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED. 

 

To Support the Proposals and to refer to the traffic and transport issues in the Parish 

Council’s response to the consultation. 

 

 

164. COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS.   

  

(a) Junction at Manleys Hill, School Hill and High Street. Cllr Marshall reported that he had 

met with WSCC’s Highways Director to look at ways to improve this area and he would 

keep Members informed. 

 

(b) Ultra-Fast Broadband.  Cllr. Marshall was aware that Cllrs Bentley and Wilkins had been 

exploring various opportunities and had been seeking advice from WSCC’s Digital 

Infrastructure Team about approaches made to the Parish Council by a number of potential 

Suppliers, some with the intention of using the Government Voucher Scheme and others 

looking at a commercial scheme. 

  



 

 - 31 - 

 
STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL  

Parish Council Meeting 
23rd February 2022 

 

  

Cllr Bentley explained that his and Cllr Wilkins’ intention is to find a solution that would offer 

residents the opportunity to choose from a variety of Internet Service Providers but so far, the 

companies that they had spoken to would tie customers to one particular ISP.     

 

Cllr Marshall explained that WSCC would shortly be suspending the Voucher Scheme whilst 

attempts are made to engage with individual suppliers. The aim is to ascertain areas in which 

commercial schemes are being established in order to identify other neighbourhoods that 

would require government backed funding via the Voucher Scheme.  Whilst it was promising 

that commercial suppliers were considering the Parish, there are no guarantees that their 

research would result in a final scheme so Cllr Marshall suggested that the Parish Council 

should continue to explore various opportunities. 

 

This subject would be directed to the Infrastructure Communications and Environment 

Committee for further discussion at its next meeting. 

 

 

165. DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS.   

 

(a) Vacancy for Position of District Councillor – Storrington, Washington Ward.  Cllr Dawe 

reported that following the resignation of Cllr Sanson, a by- election would be held on 8th 

April. 

 

(b) Old Mill Drive Car Park Improvements.  The Clerk was asked to contact HDC’s Project 

Manager for an update on these works. 

 

(c) Local Plan.  Members were reminded of Natural England’s position statement with regard 

to Water Neutrality which has led to the Planning Authority being forced to refuse any 

planning applications which involve extra water usage.  Cllr Dawe reported that the new 

Leader of HDC was planning a series of meetings with Parishes during this hiatus to 

ascertain their housing requirements in order to inform the Local Plan. 

As there was no indication that Government would be reducing the number of homes to 

be delivered in the District, Mrs Worthington-Leese suggested that several different 

scenarios should be being developed and be ready to implement when a solution to the 

water neutrality issue is found to avoid HDC being overwhelmed by speculative 

developers.  She reported that a meeting of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering group was 

being arranged to discuss how the group would approach a meeting with the Leader. 

 

(d) Waste Disposal.  Following a trial that took place in Billingshurst, Cllr Dawe reported that 

HDC would likely be introducing changes to the way in which refuse is collected across 

the district within the next year or so.  Residents would be issued with a food waste bin 

which would be collected weekly with the collection of other non-recycling household 

waste being changed to once every three weeks. 
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166 GLEBE FIELD – OPEN SPACE.  UPDATE ON POTENTIAL LAND TRANSFER AND 

MAINTENANCE SUM FROM MILLWOOD HOMES.  Members were reminded that the 

Parish Council had declined to take on the ownership of the open space until such time as the 

effectiveness of the drainage works installed to address the flooding had been tested.  Since 

then the land has remained the responsibility of Millwood Homes and some Members had 

expressed concern about its deteriorating condition.   

 

 The Clerk was asked to arrange a site visit to be undertaken with representatives from HDC 

and Millwood Homes to discuss what improvements need to be undertaken before the land 

transfer can be completed and what commitments the Parish Council would need to make for 

ongoing maintenance. Cllrs. Dent, Jerman and Worthington-Leese agreed to attend this 

meeting. 

 

167. QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE SUMMER FESTIVAL – UPDATE ON PLANS.  The 

Clerk reported that posters have been produced advertising this event and that she would 

shortly be visiting businesses in the High Street to gauge interest in taking part.  Crossways 

Vets will be hosting a dog show and arrangements for other arena events and attractions are 

being finalised (evening bands have been confirmed).   

 

The Clerk hoped to form a working party of volunteers to help with the organisation of the 

event and to manage the logistics on the day. 

 
 

168.     REQUESTS FOR GRANTS / DONATIONS. 

 

(a) 4Sight Vision Support.  A grant of £200 is requested to support outreach services for 

4 people. 4Sight Vision offers support to 22 people in this Parish.  A discussion took 

place and it was DECIDED. 

 

Not to donate on this occasion. 

 

(b) West Sussex Mind.  A donation of £500 is requested towards the cost of employing 

one support worker.  The group offered services to 10 young people in the parish during 

the period 2020-2021. A discussion took place and Members were advised of the 

budget available.  Miss Brown Proposed the sum of £100, Seconded Mr Oakham and 

AGREED. 

 

To donate the sum of £100.00  

 

169. CHANCTONBURY LEISURE CENTRE – TO CONSIDER SUPPORT AND 

FUNDING TOWARDS THE INSTALLATION OF LED LIGHTING AT THE MUGA. 

Members had been provided with a proposal for the installation of LED lights at the Multi-

Use Games Area and the Parish Council has been asked to consider a contribution towards the 

overall cost of £9,098.34.  Mrs Wheatley reminded Members that the Parish Council had 

committed to reinvesting the sum received through the FIT payments for the solar panels, back 

into the facilities at the Leisure Centre and so far, £5,365 had been received with a further £700  
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(approx.) due before the end of the financial year.  It was also noted that the LED lighting 

would be more environmentally friendly and would fit in with the Parish Council’s aspirations 

of making its buildings more energy efficient. 

 

Cllr Wilkins questioned whether the Parish Council should be placing the order as the owner 

of the facility and the Clerk was asked to contact the Auditor for advice in this regard. 

 

Should it be the case that the project should progress as proposed and the order placed by the 

Leisure Centre, then Mrs Wheatley Proposed that £500 be kept back for any maintenance that 

may be required for the solar panels and that the remainder of £5,565 be paid towards the cost 

of the new lights.  Seconded Mr Dent and it was therefore AGREED. 

 

To pay the sum of £5,565 to Chanctonbury Community Leisure towards the cost of 

installing LED Lights at the MUGA. 

 

  

170. BOUNDARY COMMISSION FOR ENGLAND – REVIEW OF PARLIAMENTARY 

CONSTITUENCIES – PUBLIC HEARING 14TH AND 15TH MARCH.  Members were 

advised that this Public Hearing was taking place. It had also been announced that a secondary 

consultation was now underway.  The Parish Council had submitted its letter of objection to 

the proposals that this Parish become part of a new constituency known as Shoreham, and Cllr 

Brown offered to attend the hearing to present the Council’s views. 

 

 

171. RAMPION 2 WIND FARM FORMAL PUBLIC CONSULTATION – TO APPROVE 

FURTHER RESPONSE TO RE-OPENED CONSULTATION.  The Clerk had distributed 

a proposed further response to the consultation and with a short sentence to be added by Cllr 

Bentley, this was APPROVED. 

 

 

172. TO RECEIVE BANK RECONCILIATIONS FOR JANUARY 2022.  Members had been 

provided with a copy of the bank reconciliations documents which were DULY NOTED. 

 

 

173. TO REVIEW AND AUTHORISE ACCOUNTS TO BE PAID.  Payments in the sum of 

£13,925.16 plus VAT for February were APPROVED. 
 

 

174. ITEMS AVAILABLE FOR COUNCILLORS TO READ. There were no items. 

 

 

175. CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE.  No matters were raised. 

 

 

 



 

 - 34 - 

 

STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL  

Parish Council Meeting 
23rd February 2022 

 

 

 

176. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND URGENT MATTERS. Mrs Worthington-

Leese informed Members that interviews were taking place for a new Assistant Clerk. 

  

 

177. DATE OF NEXT FULL COUNCIL MEETING.   Wednesday 30th March 2022.   

 

 

178. ADJOURNMENT.  No matters were raised. 

 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.15 pm 


