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 STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Infrastructure, Communications and Environment Committee held in 

The Chanctonbury Room, The Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington, on Wednesday, 2nd March 

2022 commencing at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Present:  Mr S Matthews in the Chair, Mr D Bentley, Mr A Head, Mr R Hurley, Mr R Jerman, Mr P Oakham, 

Mrs S Sadler and Mr D Wilkins and Mrs Worthington-Leese. 

 

 

Also Present: Mr B Dent, Mr Head and Mrs L Wheatley. 

    

 

35. To appoint new Vice-Chairman to replace Cllr. Gilligan.  Mr  Matthews Proposed Mrs Sadler, 

seconded Mr Jerman and AGREED.      

 

   Mrs Sadler would be Vice-Chairman of this committee. 

                    

36. Apologies for Absence. No apologies were received. 

 

37. To Receive Declarations of Interest from Members.  There were no declarations of interest. 

 

38. To Approve and Sign the Minutes of the last Meeting held on the 8th December 2021.  The minutes 

were duly APPROVED as being a correct record of the proceedings of the meeting and were signed 

by the Chairman.  

 

39. Clerk’s Update.  Referring to Minute No. 30 (Document disposal), The Clerk reported that Mr Jerman 

had been in contact with the company and was satisfied that their operations were secure so the process 

to dispose of documents had commenced. 

 

40. Public Participation Members of the public may comment on items on the agenda. 

 

41. Ultra-Fast Broadband – Update from Cllrs. Bentley and Wilkins following correspondence and 

meetings with WSCC and potential suppliers.  The Parish Council had been approached by a 

number of companies regarding the possibility of installing the latest and fastest gigabit capable 

broadband infrastructure to the area.  Some companies are intending to use the government voucher 

scheme and one appears to be a wholly commercial scheme.  Advice from WSCC’s Digital 

Infrastructure Team is that the Parish Council should welcome these approaches and engage with the 

suppliers, but should also bear in mind that there are no guarantees that any proposed schemes will 

come to fruition.  WSCC will shortly be pausing its voucher scheme whilst it undertakes work to assess 

which areas are least likely to be considered for commercial schemes and therefore would benefit more 

from the Government backed funding.  Whilst the interest in this parish is positive, the Parish Council 

should be mindful not to favour one proposal over another and should step back from further 

engagement with the providers until WSCC’s assessment work has been completed.  Cllr. Matthews 

thanked Cllrs. Bentley and Wilkins for their time and involvement in researching this subject. 

 

42. Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations – Update on Plans.  Progress is being made towards this 

event and the Clerk reported that a Working Party was being formed to manage the organisation of the 

event and logistics on the day.  The Clerk would shortly be visiting businesses to distribute posters, 

promote the availability of stalls and invite them to donate prizes for the raffle. 
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43. Christmas 2022 – To Discuss Plans / Choice of High Street Decorations.  Members were reminded 

that Mrs Sadler had organised the 2021 Christmas Shopping Afternoon in her role as Chairman of the 

Business Group.  This event replaced the usual Festive evening and whilst there was a very good 

turnout, it was generally agreed that this year should see a return of a late afternoon into the evening 

event where the lights are switched on and the closure of Old Mill Drive to host more activities.  Mrs 

Sadler agreed to canvass local business for their views on what plans should be made and would update 

the committee at the next meeting. 

  

 Turning to the matter of High Street Decorations, feedback from businesses had appeared to favour 

the return of Christmas Trees on all shops rather than the customary streetlight motifs.  Whilst there 

had also been positive feedback from Members of the public for the trees, others appeared to prefer 

the motifs.  The Clerk was asked to obtain a variety of options for motifs and trees for consideration 

at a future meeting. 

 
 

44. Documents for Councillors to Read.  There were no documents. 

 

45. Chairman’s Announcements and any other business.  There were no announcements. 

  

46. Adjournment 

  

(a) High Street Rewilding.  The Clerk was asked for an update on this initiative and she reported that 

a Creative Workshop had been held to educate children about nature and pollination. A “Bird Trail” 

would shortly be taking place in the High Street where children could visit various outlets to find 

out about different native birds and receive free information packs and wildflower seeds to plant 

at home.  All of these activities had been funded via HDC using the European Union’s Welcome 

Back Fund. 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7.35pm 

 


