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 STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Infrastructure, Communications and Environment Committee held in 

The Chanctonbury Room, The Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington, on Wednesday, 6th April 

2022 commencing at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Present:  Mr S Matthews in the Chair, Mr D Bentley, Mr A Head, Mr R Hurley, Mr R Jerman, Mr P Oakham, 

Mrs S Sadler and Mr D Wilkins.  

 

 

Also Present: Mr B Dent and Mr A Head  

    

                    

47. Apologies for Absence. Apologies were received and ACCEPTED from Cllrs. Jerman (Prior 

Engagement) and Worthington-Leese (Unwell).   

 

48. To Receive Declarations of Interest from Members.  There were no declarations of interest. 

 

49. To Approve and Sign the Minutes of the last Meeting held on the 2nd March 2022.  The minutes 

were duly APPROVED as being a correct record of the proceedings of the meeting and were signed 

by the Chairman.  

 

50. Clerk’s Update.  No matters were raised. 

 

51. Public Participation Members of the public may comment on items on the agenda.  There were 

no members of the public in attendance. 

 

52. Ultra-Fast Broadband – Update from Cllrs. Bentley and Wilkins following correspondence and 

meetings with WSCC and potential suppliers. As agreed at the last meeting, Cllrs Bentley and 

Wilkins had suspended any further communications with the three companies that had expressed an 

interest in bringing faster broadband to the area, until such time as WSCC had completed its assessment 

work and recommenced its voucher scheme. Mr Bentley commented that Giganet were the only 

company to provide a detailed timeline of their projectand Members were advised that this company 

were planning a public event to present their proposals to introduce full fibre broadband to Storrington 

on Thursday 21st April 2022. 

  

 Mr Bentley also referred to recent news that BT had suspended its roll out of Voice over Internet 

Protocol (VoIP) following complaints that emergency calls could not be made during recent power 

outages. He briefly explained that VoIP is technology that uses internet connection to make phone 

calls rather than via traditional land lines. 

 

53. Parish Council Newsletter – To Approve Spring Edition.  Members had been provided with a copy 

of the latest newsletter which was APPROVED.  Distribution had been arranged for the week 

commencing 25th April. 

 

54. Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations – Update on Plans.  The Clerk reported that the first 

meeting of working party had taken place to discuss the logistics of the event and a site visit with the 

Sound Engineers had also been undertaken to ensure that the equipment provided would be sufficient 

for the various activities being planned.  The event management plan and risk assessment had been 

drawn up and the next stage is to plan the layout of the field and a further meeting of the working party 

would be arranged for this purpose. 
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55. Christmas 2022 – To Discuss Plans / Choice of High Street Decorations.  Mrs Sadler had consulted 

local businesses regarding their preferences for a festive event and reported that the general consensus 

was that a Saturday afternoon event was favoured over the traditional Thursday evening.  She therefore 

proposed that plans be made for Saturday 3rd December from 3pm to 7pm with road closures for 

Church Street and North Street to accommodate activities and attractions. After discussion, it was 

AGREED. 

 

That the annual Festive Event would take place on Saturday 3rd December from 3pm 

to 7pm. 

 

The Village Hub had agreed to be involved in the organisation and Mrs Sadler, along with the Clerk, 

would aim to form a working party to manage the event and keep Members informed of progress. 

 

 Turning to the matter of High Street decorations, Members had been provided with several designs for 

streetlight motifs, decorations for the tree on Place Villerest, and one proposal for erecting Christmas 

Trees on shopfronts.  Feedback from members of the public and local businesses about their choice of 

decorations had been evenly split over recent years with some favouring the motifs on streetlamps and 

others preferring the trees on buildings.  It was noted that the motif options involved a multi-year hire 

agreement and would require a streetlight inspection to be undertaken and it was therefore suggested 

that the Christmas tree option should be tested for one year to gauge further opinions from the 

community before committing to another fixed period agreement.  Mrs Sadler reported that Festive 

Illuminations had been working in Pulborough and Arundel for some years and were actively involved 

in engaging with the business owners to encourage cost sharing so the Parish Council’s projected 

outlay may be reduced.  It was RESOLVED.  

 

To engage Festive Illuminations to provide, erect and dismantle a Christmas Tree on each 

shopfront in the High Street, School Hill, Old Mill Drive, Dems House, North Street and 

West Street (subject to business owner’s permission) at a cost of £95 per tree, and to consult 

with each business about cost sharing.   

 

With regard to the various designs for the Tree on Place Villerest, it was suggested that quotations also 

be obtained to light the tree outside Mulberry House and so this decision was DEFERRED 

 
 

56. Documents for Councillors to Read.  There were no documents. 

 

57. Chairman’s Announcements and any other business.  There were no announcements. 

  

58. Adjournment.  No matters were raised. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7.30 pm 

 


