
 

 - 1 - 

  
STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Recreation and Property Committee held in The Chanctonbury Room, 

The Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington, on Wednesday, 3rd August 2022 commencing at 7:xx 

p.m. 

 

Present:  Mrs L Wheatley In the Chair, Mr B Dent, Mr R Hurley, Mr S Matthews and Mr D Wilkins 

 

Also Present:  2 Members of the Public. 

  

1.  Election of Chairman.  Mr Dent proposed Mrs Wheatley seconded Mr Wilkins and AGREED. 

 

 Mrs Wheatley would be Chairman of this Committee and duly took the Chair.  

 

2. Election of Vice-Chairman.  Mrs Wheatley proposed Mr Dent seconded Mr Matthews and 

AGREED. 

  

 Mr Dent would be Vice-Chairman of this committee  

       

3. Apologies for Absence.  Apologies were received from Mrs Worthington-Leese (Prior engagement). 

The reasons for absence were duly ACCEPTED. 

 

 

4. To Receive Declarations of Interest from Members.  There were no declarations of interest. 

 

 

5. To Approve and Sign the Minutes of the last Committee Meeting held on the 6th April 2022.   

The minutes were duly APPROVED as being a correct record of the proceedings of the meeting and 

were signed by the Chairman. 

 

 

6. Clerk’s Update. No matters were raised. 

 

 

7. Public Participation. 1 Member of the public was present and spoke regarding agenda item 8 as she 

was the parent of the injured child.   In light of the nature of the subject, Mrs Wheatley agreed that the 

member of the public could take part in the following discussion. 

 

 

8. Storrington Recreation Ground – To consider action following report of an injury to a child.  

The Clerk had received a report of an injury to a young child involving the Aeroskate apparatus at 

Storrington Recreation Ground.  A similar incident had occurred last year which had, at the time, been 

considered a unique accident. However, according to social media, it appeared that there had been 

similar incidents in the past that had not been reported.  The parent of the child involved in the most 

recent episode was present and described how she witnessed her daughter sitting on the skate part of 

the unit and pushing herself backwards and forwards when her fingers became trapped between the 

skate and the rail. The Parent reported that more than 350 people had signed an online petition to 

remove the equipment. 

 

For the benefit of newer Members, Mrs Wheatly explained that the aeroskate had been installed 

several years ago as part of a playground upgrade aimed at providing equipment for a variety of ages 

and abilities.  It was noted that the aeroskate is designed for those aged over 6 years and should be  
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used by standing on the skate and pulling on the chain handles to move sideways. Members heard that 

regular playground inspections are carried out (weekly by Parish staff and quarterly by RPII accredited 

company) and this particular apparatus has no defects and is deemed low risk when used in the correct 

manner and by those over the age for which it is designed.   

 

Notwithstanding this, Mrs Wheatley observed that there are clearly incidents where younger children 

have been drawn to the equipment and without close adult supervision, further accidents can occur.   

 

Members noted that the aeroskate had been taken out of use temporarily and it was agreed that some 

form of action must be taken in an effort to prevent similar incidents occurring in the future.  Further 

discussion took place regarding the possibility of installing safety measures and the Clerk had been in 

contact with the manufacturer to see whether there were any components that could be added to the 

equipment.  She was informed that it met all of the current safety standards and no modifications were 

available.  With this in mind it was suggested that should the equipment be removed, that it could be 

relocated to an area where it is more obviously intended for an older age group. 

 

 Referring back to the online petition set up by the parent, it was suggested that the Parish Council 

should consider the opinions of those that signed it. Whilst the removal of the apparatus may 

disappoint some people who used it in the correct manner, the potential for further accidents was 

considered unacceptable.  Mrs Wheatley called for the vote and it was UNANIMOUSLY DECIDED. 

 

That the Aeroskate should remain decommissioned until arrangements can be made to 

dismantle the whole apparatus.  Discussions regarding the potential to reassemble it in 

another location are deferred pending further enquiries. 

 

9. Chanctonbury Leisure Centre. 

 

(a) Progress Report.  Members had been provided with the latest monthly progress report and Mr 

Dent provided a brief summation of the last meeting of the Trustees. 

 

(b) To consider proposals by Sussex Wildlife Trust to Install Swift Boxes on the building.  

Members were reminded of these proposals to install nesting boxes for swifts on the north side of 

the building and the Clerk had met with the SWT Area representatives to discuss the ideas further.  

Members heard that swifts typically like to nest in old buildings but due to renovations etc. suitable 

places are fast disappearing and the birds are now on the Red list in the 2021 UK Conservation 

Status Report.  As there are already nests near the Pulborough Road and on the Hormare Estate, 

the Leisure centre is considered an ideal spot as the swifts like to be near to eachother. The 

proposal is to install 3 nesting boxes and a calling device to attract them which can be played early 

and late in the day from mid- April to late July.  Members discussed the matter and it was 

AGREED. 

 

To allow Sussex Wildlife Trust to progress the proposals and to request that they continue to 

liaise with the Leisure Centre Director. 

 

10. Energy Audits for Parish Council buildings – to consider content of reports and next steps.  

Members had been provided with copies of the reports containing recommendations on how to make 

each of the buildings more energy efficient.  A number of relatively simple measures had been  
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identified for the Football Pavilion and Cricket Pavilion such as replacing the fluorescent lighting with 

LED fixtures, insulating the cricket pavilion ceiling and new heating controls for the football pavilion.  

 

Members heard that the Leisure Centre Director had applied to HDC’s Community Climate Fund to 

replace the Studio lighting with LED and it was suggested that the Football and Cricket Clubs should 

complete similar applications for the pavilions. 

 

The audit for the Parish Hall contains various recommendations ranging from simple changes from a 

few hundred pounds (new hot water system) to replacement of glazing estimated at £20-30k. Whilst 

all of the proposals were considered to have merit, the more expensive ones would need to be added to 

the CIL priorities list for future projects.  It was suggested however, that funding from HDC should be 

sought to install solar panels on the roof of the building and to replace the lights with LED.  It was 

therefore AGREED. 

 

That the Clerk should obtain quotations for the installation of solar panels on the parish 

hall and consult with an electrician about replacing the fluorescent lights with LED.  These 

projects would then be put to the Full Council for consideration with a view to completing 

an application for HDC’s Community Climate fund at the next application window in 

October. 

 

 

11.     Parish Hall and Football Pavilion Utilities.  To Consider advice from Utilities Consultant to fix 

renewal quotations prior to end of current contract (October 2023).  Councillors were being urged 

to consider fixing electricity and gas prices prior to the envisaged increases in October 2022 and early 

2023 and comparisons had been provided for prices from October 2023.  It was noted that all of the 

comparisons were for 3 year contracts but Councillors expressed concerns about locking into such 

high rates for that period of time.  Whilst all indications were that prices would continue to rise until 

2024, forecasts after this period are sketchy and the council could be locked into prices that may well 

start to falloff halfway through the contract.  It was suggested that the Clerk enquire about shorter 

contract periods to provide other options and this was AGREED. 

 

 

12. Summer Youth Activity – To Consider donation towards Fun Day at Storrington Recreation 

Ground hosted by the Neighbourhood Wardens.  Members heard of plans for a youth fun day being 

hosted by the Wardens for over 11 year olds.  Attractions include a mobile climbing wall and the 

Parish Council had been asked to consider a donation of £250 towards the event.  It was 

UNANIMOUSLY AGREED. 

 

   To donate the sum of £250.00 
 

13. Documents for Councillors to Read.  There were no documents. 

 

14. Chairman’s Announcements.  There were no announcements. 

  

15. Adjournment.  No matters were raised. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.45 pm 


