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STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Infrastructure, Communications and Environment Committee held in 

The Chanctonbury Room, The Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington, on Wednesday, 1st March 

2023 commencing at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

Present:  Mr S Matthews in the Chair, Mrs T Bennett, Mr D Bentley, Mr R Hurley, Mr P Oakham, Mrs S 

Sadler, Mr D Wilkins and Mrs A Worthington-Leese. 

 

Also Present: Mr B Tompson & Mrs L Wheatley  

 

33. Apologies for Absence. Apologies were received from Cllr. Jerman (Prior engagement). The reason 

for absence was duly ACCEPTED. 

 

34. To Receive Declarations of Interest from Members.  There were no declarations of interest. 

 

35. To Approve and Sign the Minutes of the last Meeting held on the 5th October 2022.  The minutes 

were duly APPROVED as being a correct record of the proceedings of the meeting and were signed 

by the Chairman.  

 

36. Clerk’s Update.    

Referring to Minute no. 32, the Clerk reported that District Councillor Grech had raised the matter of 

maintenance of the Mill Pond with HDC.  Members would be advised of any developments. 

 

37. Public Participation.   No Members of the Public were present. 

 

38. Christmas Festive Afternoon – Feedback following event on Saturday 3rd December 2022.  

 Mr Matthews opened the subject by thanking Mrs Sadler for her involvement in the organisation of 

this event and she in turn thanked the Clerks.  Mrs Sadler had been collating feedback from various 

channels and had provided a summary document to all members prior to the meeting.  The document 

detailed some of the positive aspects of the afternoon but also highlighted some of the areas to be 

improved and difficulties encountered and a discussion ensued. Particular subjects for debate where 

whether an afternoon or evening event was preferred, how much input and influence the Business 

Owners Group had on the event and where final decisions regarding cost and content had sat. Mrs 

Sadler’s conclusion was that a working party should be formed and given the responsibility for 

designing, implementing and assessing all aspects that fall under festive activities for the Parish along 

with control over a budget set by the Council.  

 

 When asked whether the Storrington Business Owners group would wish to be represented on this 

working party, Mrs Sadler was unsure and so it was agreed that this should be established prior to a 

new group being formed and it was suggested that all businesses should be consulted on the format of 

any event planned for this year.  

 

 Mr Tompson had also provided some feedback and his comments will be taken into consideration with 

the matter being discussed further at the next meeting of this committee.  

 
 

39. Review of Parish Council Communications.  To Consider improving the way in which the Parish 

Council communicates with its parishioners.  Since the last meeting, Cllr Bentley had devised a 

survey which was publicised in the most recent newsletter to gather feedback on the way in which the 

Parish Council communicates with the public. Unfortunately, there had been few responses to date but 

the comments received had been shared with all members. 
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The Clerk had been in contact with other Parish Councils to find out what methods they use to reach 

their communities and which of these appear to be most successful. It was noted that all of those 

contacted provided regular articles in local magazines as well as posting information on websites, 

notice boards and some social media channels.  Some continued to produce a newsletter but these were 

distributed electronically or available from various local venues around the parishes rather than 

delivered to all homes. 

 

Mrs Sadler had also undertaken some research about the most cost effective and successful methods 

of communication and this had been shared with Councillors.  She broached the subject of 

reintroducing articles for a local publication and opinions were expressed.  As this matter would require 

a vote to take place, it was AGREED: 

 

 That the matter be deferred for a vote to take place at the Full Council meeting in February. 

 

The Clerk reported that some other Parish Councils held meet and greet type events in various locations 

where members of the public could come along to raise any matters and the Committee expressed 

interest in doing something similar for Storrington & Sullington. 
  

 

40. Budget – To Review Committee Budget and Consider requirements for the financial year 2023 

/ 2024.  Members had been provided with a document showing the current position against budget 

and including suggestions for the coming financial year.  It was suggested that the budget for Village 

events should be raised to accommodate an event to mark the King’s Coronation and the decision 

regarding the budget for Christmas Festive Activities will be decided at the Full Council meeting on 

25th January following further research by the Clerk.   

 

 

41. Documents for Councillors to Read.  There were no documents. 

 

 

42. Chairman’s Announcements and any other business.   

  

It was reported that there is a large willow tree overhanging a number of parking spaces at the North 

Street Car Park, making them unusable and the Clerk was asked to contact HDC to request that it be 

cut back. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7.50pm 

 


