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Steering Group Minutes 

The Chanctonbury Room, Parish Hall 

Thakeham Road, Storrington 

6.30pm Tuesday 14
th

 March 2017. 
 

Minutes 
Present: Storrington & Sullington Parish Councillors – Anna Worthington-Leese (Chairman of the Steering 

Group), Richard Jerman and Lisa Wheatley. Washington Parish Councillors - Patrick Heeley, Lesley Britt 

and Christine Beglan. Also present were Marcel Hoad, David Horwood, Madeleine Shaw and Pegi Shove. 

 

Also Present:  Tracey Euesden, Clerk to Storrington & Sullington Parish Council 

   Zoe Savill, Clerk to Washington Parish Council 

 

Members of the public present: 2 members of the Heath Common Residents’ Association (including the 

Chairman)      

 

The meeting opened at 18.30 

 

Minutes: Tracey Euesden (Clerk to Storrington & Sullington Parish Council) 

 

173. Apologies for Absence.  Apologies received and accepted from Geoff Tute  

 

174. To Receive and approve the minutes from the following meetings: 

The minutes of the Steering Group Meeting on 11th October 2016 were agreed as being a correct record and         

duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

175. To review and consider documents produced by HDC – to be reviewed by Independent 

Examiner. 

 SA/SEA Report 

 Site Assessment Report 

 Local Green Spaces Report 

 Neighbourhood Plan Schedule of Changes 

 

The Steering Group had been provided with copies of documents that were due to be reviewed by Mr Derek 

Stebbing, an independent examiner and advisor who had been commissioned by HDC. A meeting to discuss 

his findings had been scheduled for 27
th

 March and following this, it was hoped that the documents would 

be ready for Regulation 14 Public Consultation.  It was noted that some of the advice given in the Schedule 

of Changes document conflicted with previous amendments that had been recommended by HDC and it was 

agreed that these should be discussed at the meeting on 27
th

 March. Other amendments suggested by HDC 

in the Schedule were discussed and Mrs Euesden would revert back to HDC’s Neighbourhood Planning 

Officer with the group’s response. 
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Storrington & Sullington and Washington Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Minutes 

14th March 2017 

 

 

 

176. To Consider Proposal from Washington Parish Council to create a special status for The Lanes 

of Heath Common within the Neighbourhood Plan.  Mr Heeley had asked that this item be placed 

on the agenda for discussion following a decision by Washington Parish Council to pursue special 

protection for this area which had recently been subjected to a significant number of planning 

applications for single home garden infills.   He described the area as a wooded series of narrow 

unadopted lanes primarily over bridleways and public footpaths consisting of properties of different 

styles and settings.  Over time, the land space and road traffic have reached levels wherein further 

development is considered to be excessive and harmful to the special nature of the area.  Whilst there 

is a Heath Common Village Design Statement in publication, this dates back to 1999 and is given little 

weight by HDC’s Planning Officers. In the last six months, five applications for “infills” had been 

considered by HDC South Committee and whilst these have all been rejected so far, two of these had 

been recommended for approval by Officers and all are at risk of appeal. 

 

 At this point Mr Gould (Chairman, Heath Common Residents’ Association - HCRA) was invited to 

speak and reported that the Heath Common area had been given special protection in various HDC 

Planning documents since 1981 but despite lobbying by HCRA, the draft policy DC15 had been 

omitted from the final version of the Horsham District Planning Framework adopted in October 2015. 

Mr Gould explained that HCRA was simply requesting that this protection be reinstated via the 

Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

 Mr Heeley made the following PROPOSAL 

  

That the Steering Group agrees that the Neighbourhood Plan will include a policy or 

measure that protects the Lanes of Heath Common as an area of special character AND 

that if the introduction of such policy or measure will materially affect the Plan’s current 

projected timescale, it will be added at the first review of the Plan instead. 

 

 The matter was discussed and Mrs Worthington-Leese reminded the group that it had agreed that 

nothing should be added to the revised Plan that had not been included before and which might be 

brought into question by another examiner.  Concerns were raised about the fact that this issue had not 

been raised during any of the Focus Group sessions or as part of any of the Public Consultations over 

the last 3 years since the process to produce the Plan had begun and Mr Heeley commented that the 

protection had been in place at that point via HDC’s planning documents. Since this protection had 

been withdrawn from the HDPF, District Councillors had suggested to Washington Parish Council that 

it be dealt with via the Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

Questions were also raised about what level of evidence might be required to support such a policy or 

measure and how the gathering of this evidence might further delay the production of the Plan and Mr 

Heeley acknowledged that this might be the case hence his proposal to add it at the first review if 

necessary.   
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Mr Jerman enquired why this particular area merits such special attention and added that the Steering 

Group could be approached by residents of other areas in the parishes requesting similar protection. 

Various views were expressed suggesting that, if such a policy were to be included at any stage, it 

should not be limited to Heath Common but should be for special areas generally. 

 

Mr Heeley repeated his proposal.  

That the Steering Group agrees that the Neighbourhood Plan will include a policy or 

measure that protects the Lanes of Heath Common as an area of special character AND 

that if the introduction of such policy or measure will materially affect the Plan’s current 

projected timescale, it will be added at the first review of the Plan instead. 

 

 and Members were asked to VOTE: 2 in Favour, 8 Against 

 

 Mrs Worthington-Leese then suggested that Mrs Euesden should seek advice from HDC on the 

possibility of including a policy or measure that protects areas of special character (not specifically 

Heath Common), how this would impact on the projected timescale of the Plan and what evidence 

might be required for this.  HDC should also be asked why such protection has been withdrawn from 

its own planning documents and whether it would be appropriate to reinstate it in the first review of 

the HDPF.  This was AGREED. 

 
 

177.   Next Steps and any other business.  
(a) Land at Angell Sandpit.  It was reported that ECE Planning had submitted a revised proposal 

for this site consisting of 5 dwellings. The Steering Group had been asked to consider whether it would 

accept this as an allocation.  It was noted that the Plan allows for developments of 6 or more homes 

and this number would constitute infill.  It was pointed out that if the Steering Group were minded to 

accept this particular allocation then there could be a possibility that other small sites that were 

originally discounted would need to be reassessed.  It was AGREED. 

 

That this proposal should be rejected as 5 dwellings or less constitutes infill and it should 

therefore be treated as such. 

 

 

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 7.30 pm 

               

Signed.  ………………………………………. 

Chairman      


