
 

 

 

- 46 - 

Storrington & Sullington Parish Council 
 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning and Development Committee held in The Chanctonbury 

Room, the Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington on Thursday 8
th

 February 2018, 

commencing at 7.00 p.m. 

 

 

Present:   Mrs. A. Worthington-Leese in the Chair, Mr. B. Dent, Mr. A. Head, Mr. R 

Jerman, Mr. M Lewis and Mrs. Jakob. 

 

Attendees: 5 members of the public. 

 

 

113.  Apologies for Absence.  Apologies for absence had been received from Mr. R. Evea (prior 

engagement).  The reason for absence was duly approved. 

 

114. To Receive Declarations of Interest from Members.  There were no declarations of interest. 

 

115. To Approve and Sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 11
th

 January, 2018.  These 

minutes were duly APPROVED as being a correct record of the proceedings thereat and were 

duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

 Matters Arising.   

116. (a) Minute No 104: Overhanging branch at the entrance to Hormare Cottage.  Mrs. 

Worthington-Leese confirmed the tree works had been undertaken on Saturday 20
th

 

January.  The Deputy Clerk had contacted the owners the following Monday to ensure 

they were happy with the works completed; they confirmed they were and thanked her 

for organising the works and keeping them updated. 

 (b) Minute No. 91: Notice of Public Path Diversion Order – The Glebe, Monastery 

Lane (footpath 2657).  After speaking with both County and Horsham regarding the 

possible resurfacing of the informal routes, the Deputy Clerk had received a response 

from the Principal Planning Solicitor at HDC, which basically stated that the informal 

routes were not public rights of way and were owned by the Diocesan, who before any 

land was transferred, would have to provide their consent for the routes to be improved.  

It was also suggested that once the public open space was transferred to the Parish 

Council (before the occupation of the 9
th

 dwelling), the Parish Council could consider the 

improvement of the informal routes themselves and if works were undertaken, could then 

ask the County Council to adopt them under a Section 25 Dedication Agreement.  A copy 

of this response had been sent to members on 30
th

 January. 

  It was also noted that as the footpath diversion order was unopposed, the office had 

received the Notice of Confirmation of Public Path Diversion Order from HDC on 29
th

 

January. 

 (c) Minute No. 104: Glebe Landscape Buffer.  The recommendation to adopt the 

landscape buffer was discussed at the Full Council meeting on 24
th

 January, where they 

agreed to pursue this proposal.  The Deputy Clerk had written to the Director of ECE 

Planning, asking as to whether ECE would be agreeable to the suggestion that the 

landscape buffer become part of the public/open space that would be transferred to the 

Parish Council upon completion of the development, in order that it could manage and 

maintain the buffer accordingly.  As no response had been received, she wrote again on 

7
th

 February. 
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117. To ratify Andrew Gale’s Invoice for tree works at entrance to Hormare.  The invoice was 

for the sum of £187.50 + VAT and was duly ratified by members of the Committee.  

 

118.  Planning Applications awaiting Comment – Appendix I. 

 

(a) DC/17/2804: Cootham Lea Workshop, Pulborough Road.  This application was for 

additional B1/B2 and B8 storage structure together with associated works including 

new car parking spaces and amended fence positioning, changes to existing elevations, 

including roof, doors and windows.  The plans were projected for all to see and Mrs. 

Worthington-Leese read out members’ comments.  Mr. Head had no objection to the 

proposals providing the construction was appropriate for containment of any 

environmental issues arising from the planned use e.g. noise etc.  Mr. Dent and Mrs. 

Worthington-Leese had no objections nor did Mrs. Jakob who commented that whilst 

the proposal was a large increase, the Parish Council would want to retain light 

industrial spaces.  Mr. Jerman objected to the plans due to the disproportionate size of 

the extension.  He felt it would make the area look like a large industrial site rather than 

a rural one-off business.  Mrs Worthington-Leese felt that the site was not visible from 

the road, but apparently, due to the season and the deciduous trees/hedges surrounding 

the site, it was indeed visible.  Discussions ensued and concerns were raised regarding 

the hours of operation as the loading and unloading of scaffolding could cause a noise 

nuisance to the residential properties nearby.  Mrs. Jakob suggested that we requested 

that evergreen screening be planted around the site and this was agreed.  After some 

debate it was AGREED: 

 

 That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, provided that  

 

 the construction was appropriate for the containment of any 

environmental issues, 

 the hours of operation need to be considered, with no early starts 

so as not to impact on the neighbouring properties, 

 evergreen screening is planted to conceal the site from the main 

road. 

 

(b) DC/18/0152: Little Stoke, Sandgate Lane.  This application was for the erection of a 

single storey side extension, two new gable roof ends and two front dormer windows to 

facilitate the roof conversion along with the erection of a new car port.  It was noted 

that two letters of objection had been received from neighbouring properties which had 

been forwarded to members prior to the meeting and a further one had been left in the 

meeting room.  Members had viewed the plans prior to the meeting and all considered 

that the area was well wooded, that other nearby properties had detached garages and 

there was a good separation between the dwellings.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese read out 

members’ comments.  A neighbour asked to speak against the proposals and set out his 

points as previously sent to members.  After discussions from both the neighbours and 

the applicant, members felt that the neighbour’s garden, due to it being on a higher level 

than Little Stoke, would be exposed, however made the suggestion that the hedge could 

be left to mature to a suitable height.  Discussions ensued regarding the end window 

which was of particular concern.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese suggested that perhaps the 

glass in this window could be opaque, but this was considered pointless (by the 

objectors) if the window could be opened.  It was then suggested to the applicant that 

perhaps the end window could be changed in order that it didn’t open and the applicant 

had said she had previously discussed, with local residents, removing the end window 

altogether.  After discussion, it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 
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That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, provided the 

materials matched existing and that the window at the end of the 

property was fixed closed with opaque glass. 

   

(c) DC/18/0161: Woodspeen, Fryern Road.  This application was for the erection of a 

detached double garage adjacent to the public highway.  The plans were projected for 

all to see and Mrs. Worthington-Leese read out members’ comments.  She personally 

objected to the application as the proposed building would be in front of the building 

line and would set a precedent.  Mr. Head agreed and believed the double garage would 

be a prominent intrusion on the street scene.  Mrs. Jakob and Messrs. Dent and Jerman 

agreed.  Mr. Lewis had no objections to the proposal.  After a short discussion, it was 

AGREED: 

 

That a comment of OBJECTION be sent to HDC, listing the above 

reasons. 

 

(d) DC/18/0213: Leather Bottle Cottage, Water Lane. This application was for surgery 

to a yew tree.  It was noted that the applicant was not the owner.  Mr. Jerman reported 

to Committee that the previous owners had been given permission back in December 

2011 for surgery to this tree, but no works had been carried out.  He had undertaken a 

site visit and informed members that the tree was out of control, that one of the 

branches was overhanging the BT phone line and that the yew was in dire need of 

attention.  He therefore had no objections to the works.  Members concurred and it was 

UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, provided the 

works were undertaken by a qualified tree surgeon. 

 

(e) DC/18/0242: High Gardens, Greyfriars Lane.  This application was to fell 1 x self-

seeded sycamore tree and surgery to 1 x hornbeam and 1 x willow within the 

Conservation Area.  Again Mr. Jerman reported that he had undertaken a site visit and 

felt that the requested works were completely acceptable and as such had no objections 

to the proposals.  Members concurred and it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, provided the 

works were undertaken by a qualified tree surgeon. 

 

119.  Planning Application Decisions – Appendix II.  These were duly NOTED. 

 

120. Planning Applications, Comment Summary – since the meeting 11
th

 January 2018 – 

Appendix III.  These were duly NOTED. 

 

Mr. Head took the Chair due to the Chairman having to leave the room on urgent business. 

 

121. Appeals Lodged 

 

(a) DC/17/0861 – Bus Turning Circle, Old Mill Drive.  Mr Head informed members that 

an Appeal had been lodged by Waitrose on 1
st
 February 2018, due to “HDC continuing 

to defer committee dates for the application to be heard and non-determination.” 
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122. Appeal Decisions 

 

(a) DC/17/1262 – St Joseph’s Abbey, Greyfriars Lane.  Mr. Head informed members 

that the Planning Inspectorate had dismissed the Appeal for the erection of a single 

storey three bedroom detached dwelling with two parking spaces on 1
st
 February 2017.  

The main reason being: “the effect of the proposal on the character and appearance of 

the Storrington Conservation Area and the setting of St Joseph’s Abbey.”  

 

Mrs Worthington-Leese resumed the Chair and thanked Mr. Head for standing in. 

 

123. Enforcement Matters. 

 

(a) Sawyards (Burns Cottage), Manleys Hill – erection of 5 bar gate.  A response had 

finally been received from Highways on 12
th

 January, apologising for the delay in 

responding.  The e-mail reported that Highways were still awaiting a response from the 

resident(s) of the property, despite letters being sent and direct contact being attempted.  

Despite constantly chasing Highways for a response, to date, nothing had been 

received. Highways confirmed that they would continue to try and make contact and 

would be sending out a further letter the following week, highlighting the urgency of 

the matter.  Members had been sent a copy of this e-mail on 15
th

 January. 
 

(b) DC/15/1088: Fryern Park Farm – Access Track.  HDC’s Case Officer had informed 

the office on 7
th

 February that she had undertaken a site visit recently and all of the 

parked vehicles had now been removed.  She mentioned that there was a touring 

caravan (and a car) parked within the compound area, which was connected to gas and 

had a TV aerial; however one of the windows was smashed, so she was unsure as to 

whether anyone was living in it.  She confirmed that she would be e-mailing the owner 

to ask for it to be removed from the site.   

  

(c) SDNP/17/00450/BRECON and DC/17/2639 – Downsview Farm, Clay Lane.  Mrs. 

Worthington-Leese confirmed that the application had been approved at HDC’s 

Committee South Meeting on Tuesday 16
th

 January, with a number of Conditions 

added.  Condition 7. referred to the “temporary mobile home” and stated:   

 

 7 Pre-Occupation Condition: Prior to the occupation of the proposed training 

hereby permitted the existing, and unlawful, mobile home at Downsview Farm 

shall be removed and the land restored to its former condition in accordance with 

a scheme of works which have been submitted to and approved in writing by the 

Local Planning Authority. 

Reason: In the interests of amenity and in accordance with policies 26, 30, 32 and 

33 of the HDPF.  

 

124. Chairman’s Announcements.   
 

(a) West Sussex Joint Minerals Plan – Proposed Modifications.  This document had been 

sent to members on 15
th

 January.  It was noted that there were two types of changes that 

needed to be made to the submitted plans: additional modifications (such as typing 

errors, policy consolidation etc.) and main modifications such as changes to policies and 

site allocations.   Mr. Head had kindly taken the time to go through the document and 

reported that generally the changes proposed were factual updates and alterations for 

consistency within the Plan and with other documents, e.g. the NPPF.  Some 

modifications had also been made in response to the previous consultation.   
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He had also noted two errors: MM21 p9 ‘shoe' should read 'show' and MM39 p16 too 

many 'clay'.  Mr. Head reported on a couple of points of interest - soft sand demand was 

anticipated to rise because of housebuilding and in consequence the Plan would be 

reviewed six months after adoption and that fracking was permitted subject to and 

presumably by the 2016 regs.  As such it was agreed that it was not necessary to make 

any comment on the proposed modifications.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese and members 

thanked Mr. Head for reviewing this document. 

 

(b) Tree Surveys.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese reported that the Deputy Clerk had asked 

Storrington Conservation Group if they would be happy to undertake surveys to trees on 

Parish Council Land again this year.  Mr. & Mrs. Denness responded saying that in 

principle they would be happy to undertake the surveys and asked for a timescale for 

completion.  The Deputy Clerk replied saying that there was no specific timescale, as 

long as they were completed sometime this year.  Having said that, she would like 

Sullington Recreation Ground area undertaken sooner, in order that any works could be 

paid for by the end of this financial year. This was agreed 

 

(c) Removal of Agricultural Hedgerow, Kithurst.  A copy of HDC’s Arboriculturalist’s e-

mail regarding the above had been sent to all members.  This matter emanated from a 

complaint from a resident. HDC’s e-mail had been forwarded to members electronically 

prior to the meeting.  In summary, the decision was that the pursuance of legal 

proceedings on this matter would not be in the public interest and accordingly the 

Council (HDC) would not be instigating legal proceedings, the case was now closed.    

 

(d) Cottage Tandoori Restaurant, 25, West Street: Premises Licence.  Mrs. Worthington-

Leese notified members that HDC had received an application from Mr. G. P. Cooper 

seeking a new premises licence on behalf of the Cottage Tandoori to allow the following 

licensable activities: 

 

 Recorded music: Monday to Sunday 12.00hrs to 00.00hrs 

 Late night refreshment: Monday to Sunday 23.00hrs to 00.00hrs 

 Supply of retail alcohol: Monday to Sunday 12.00hrs till 23.30hrs 

 Premises open to the public: Monday to Sunday 08.00hrs to 00.00hrs 

 

125. Documents for Councillors to Read.  There were no documents for councillors to read. 

 

 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.40pm.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 


