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STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  

HELD IN THE CHANCTONBURY ROOM, THE PARISH HALL, 

THAKEHAM ROAD, STORRINGTON, 

ON WEDNESDAY
 
28

TH
 FEBRUARY 

COMMENCING AT 7.00 p.m. 

 
Present: Mrs A Worthington-Leese in the chair, Mrs C Brooker, Miss C Brown, Mr B Dent, Mr R 

Evea, Mrs B Gilligan, Mr A Head, Mr R Hurley, Mrs G Kittle, Mr M Lewis and Mrs L Wheatley. 

 

Attendees:  County Councillor Paul Marshall  

         Mr Stuart Duncan & Mr Nathan Buckwell (Royal British Legion and Local History 

Group) 

  

 
 

178. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  Were received from Mrs Jakob, Mr Jerman and Mr Ross 

(prior engagements). The reasons for absence were duly ACCEPTED. Apologies had also 

been received from District Councillor Dawe. 

 

Members Not Present: Mr J Davis 

 

179.  TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS.  There were no 

declarations of interest. 

 

 

180. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH 

COUNCIL HELD ON THE 24
TH

 JANUARY 2018.  The Minutes were duly AGREED to 

be a correct record of the proceedings thereat and were duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

 

181. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING 

OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THE 7
TH

 FEBRUARY 2018. The Minutes 

were duly AGREED to be a correct record of the proceedings thereat and were duly signed 

by the Chairman. 

 

 

182.  MATTERS ARISING. 

 

(a) Minute No. 158 (b) – Rough Sleepers. It was reported that the homeless person that had 

previously been camping in the Churchyard had now moved to private agricultural land. 

Although he had been given consent by the landowner, questions were raised whether 

planning permission was required to camp on agricultural land for any extended period 

of time. 
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183. TO RECEIVE AND IF APPROVED TO ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE 

FOLLOWING COMMITTEE MEETINGS:- 
 

(a) Infrastructure, Communications and Environment Committee held on 7
th

 February 

2018.  Mr Lewis summarised the proceedings and the minutes were duly Adopted. 

(b) Recreation and Property Committee held on 7
th

 February 2018. The minutes were 

duly Adopted. 

(c) Planning and Development Committee held on 8
th

 February 2018. Mrs Worthington-

Leese referred to minute no. 121 (a) and reported that Waitrose had lodged an appeal for 

DC/17/0861, The Bus Turning Circle, Old Mill Drive, due to non-determination by 

HDC. The minutes were duly Adopted. 

 

 

 

184. EVENTS TO COMMEMORATE THE CENTENARY OF THE END OF WWl. Mr 

Duncan had previously advised Councillors of the Royal British Legion, Storrington 

Division’s plans to send two representatives to the Menin Gate in Belgium in August as part 

of the “Grand Parade 90”.  He further reported that efforts to raise the £1,000 required were 

progressing slowly and enquired whether the Parish Council would consider a contribution.  

 

Councillors were also advised of the Local History Group’s plans for a Great War Exhibition 

on 3
rd

 and 4
th

 November at the Old School and Mr Duncan also reported that another Roll of 

Honour had been found which contains more names of Storrington residents up to 1934. 

These would be added to the third panel of the new Roll of Honour in situ in the High Street 

prior to the Remembrance events on 11
th

 November. 

 

The Royal British Legion had also been looking into the “Battle’s Over” Beacons of Light 

initiative and had found that the nearest beacon was located in Worthing.  Mr Head 

commented that a brazier had been situated at Chantry Hill to celebrate the Queen’s 

Diamond Jubilee and the Clerk was asked to find out whether this was still in situ and if it 

could be used. 

 

Further ideas were exchanged on how to involve the community and local groups and 

organisations in activities and Mrs Gilligan offered to approach Storrington Primary School 

to gauge its interest in taking part.  Mr Duncan reported that the History Group had produced 

a 250 page book about the Roll of Honour Project which could be shared with the pupils and 

suggested that they might enjoy a visit to the museum to look at historical photos of the 

village.   

 

It was agreed that Mr Duncan would keep in contact with the Clerk regarding these and any 

other initiatives that might arise and Mrs Worthington-Leese suggested that the matter of a 

donation towards the Menin Gate visit may be considered later in the meeting. 
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185. DISTRICT MATTERS. 

 

(a) Glebe Field Development.  Mr Dent enquired whether the open space had been handed 

over to HDC and Mr Marshall responded that the space would not be handed over until 

the developers had no further need to use it for access during the construction of the 

development. He advised that the s106 agreement had yet to be signed off by the NHS 

which meant that the approved funds towards the cost of building the medical centre had 

yet to be released.  This was expected to be resolved in May so that building can 

commence. 

 

 

186. COUNTY MATTERS. 

 

(a) Council Tax Increase.  Mr Marshall reported that WSCC had signed off the proposed 

increase to council tax of 4.95%. Members were advised that 2% would be dedicated to 

Adult Services with the remaining 2.95% being used for a number of projects including 

highways improvements and help for the homeless.  Mr Marshall commented that he was 

impressed by the way in which WSCC managed its budget compared to other county 

councils that had been the subject of media interest recently. 

 

(b) Washington Sandpit.  Mr Marshall reported that Brittania had submitted an application 

to extend the extraction period for a further 2 years and to lift restrictions on the numbers 

and timings of vehicle movements.  Mrs Worthington-Leese confirmed that this 

application would be considered at the next meeting of the Planning and Development 

Committee. 

 

(c) Browns Lane, Church Street, School Lane, Fern Road, Monastery Lane Traffic 

Problems – Update on communications with residents.  Mr Lewis reported that 

volunteers to represent the residents of each road had now come forward and were in the 

process of obtaining the support of their fellow neighbours.  Once this support had been 

established, it was hoped that a meeting could be arranged to finalise the details of the 

Community Highways Scheme being planned so that an application could be made. Mr 

Marshall queried the need for a further meeting, impressing upon Members that the 

application would need to be submitted to WSCC prior to the end of March if it was to be 

considered for action during the next financial year.   

 

A discussion took place regarding the level of consultation that had taken place with the 

local residents of the areas affected by the rat run and some Councillors questioned 

whether this should be extended to the wider community who may be impacted should 

the proposed calming measures be implemented.  

 

Mr Marshall explained that prior to submission of a Community Highways Scheme 

application, residents should be able to identify the issue, consider who is being affected 

by the problem and what the proposed measures are being suggested as a resolution.   
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Once the application was made, WSCC would then embark upon background research, 

analysis of implications on surrounding areas and wider consultation amongst the 

community and statutory authorities including emergency services.  

 

Although there had been some discussion with the residents about the type of measures 

that might be implemented, there had been no formal decision recorded and some 

Members felt that they needed a clear understanding of the proposals so that the 

application may be supported. After further discussion it was agreed that the nominated 

representatives of the roads affected should meet once more to clarify what is being 

proposed to resolve the issue of the area being used as a rat run and then Mr Lewis would 

present this proposal to the Infrastructure, Communications and Environment Committee 

at its meeting on 7
th

 March for consideration. 

 

(d) WSCC Highways.  Mrs Worthington-Leese referred to a recent Traffic Regulation 

Order (TRO) consultation which proposes the introduction of school keep clear 

restrictions outside of Storrington Primary School.  She commented that although the 

Highways Manager was present at the recent meeting of the Air Quality Management 

Group where the problems with parking at the school were discussed, he made no 

mention of this TRO.  Mr Marshall suggested that the Area Highways Manager may not 

have been aware of the proposals at that time and Mrs Worthington-Leese responded that 

this was a prime example of the lack of internal communications within WSCC. 

 

 

187 STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON AND WASHINGTON NEIGHBOURHOOD 

PLAN – UPDATE. Mrs Worthington-Leese reported that the Regulation 16 consultation 

was now underway at Horsham District Council and would run until 13
th

 April.  Copies of 

the Plan and supporting documents can be viewed online on HDC’s and the Parish Council’s 

website and hard copies are also available at the library and the Parish Office. It was hoped 

that an independent examiner would shortly be appointed to carry out the examination as 

soon as possible after the end of the Regulation 16 Consultation. 

 

 

188. REQUESTS FOR DONATIONS. 

 

(a) Annual donation towards St Mary’s Church, churchyard maintenance. The annual 

sum of £975.00 was approved. 

 

(b) Storrington Area Help Scheme.  The Help Scheme was applying for a donation 

towards the costs to provide transport and company to those people who were unable to 

attend hospital or medical appointments any other way.  The scheme had made 1,400 

trips for residents of the parish over the last year. Mr Dent Proposed £250.00, seconded 

Mr Head and AGREED. 

 

To donate the sum of £250.00 (Local Government Act 1978 s.137) 
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(c) St. Mary’s Church, Sullington, Sullington Flower and Craft Festival.  This festival 

takes place every 2 years alternating with a similar event at Thakeham. It attracts visitors 

to the area from near and far and is the single largest income for St Mary’s Church 

Sullington.  Mr Evea Proposed, Seconded Mrs Brooker and AGREED. 

 

To donate the sum of £200.00 (Local Government Act 1978 s.137) 

 

(d) West Sussex Mediation Service.  This registered charity based in Horsham specialises 

in conflict resolution amongst neighbours and families in dispute. It was reported that 12 

families had been assisted in this parish over the last 12 months. It was DECIDED. 

 

Not to donate on this occasion. 

 

(e) Royal British Legion – “Grand Parade 90” – Trip to Menin Gate.  As reported 

earlier, the RBL is in the process of raising funds to send two members to Belgium as 

part of the planned events to commemorate 100 years since the end of WWl.  Mr Hurley 

Proposed, Seconded Mrs Wheatley and AGREED.  

 

To donate the sum of £250.00 (Local Government Act 1978 s.137) 

 

 

189. VISITOR INFORMATION MAP – TO CONSIDER QUOTATION FOR 

AMENDMENTS TO THE FINAL DESIGN.  Members were advised that Mr Lewis and 

the Clerk had met with the designer, Andy Gammon, to go through the approved 

amendments to the map and Mr Gammon had provided a quotation for the costs to make 

these changes in the sum of £850.00 plus Vat.  It was AGREED. 

 

To accept the quotation to make final amendments to the map at a cost of £850.00 

plus VAT. 

 

 

190. TO REVIEW AND AUTHORISE ACCOUNTS TO BE PAID.  Payments in the sum of  

£22,879.98 plus VAT for February were duly APPROVED. 

 

 

191. BANK RECONCILIATIONS FOR JANUARY 2018. Members were advised that Mr 

Dent had witnessed the reconciliations and these documents were duly NOTED. 

 

 

192. ITEMS AVAILABLE FOR COUNCILLORS TO READ.   

 

(a) “Life” – St Barnabas House Newsletter – Spring 2018.  Available from the Parish 

Office. 
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193. CLERKS CORRESPONDENCE. No correspondence had been received. 

 

 

 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ANY URGENT MATTERS.   
 

194. (a) Storrington Community Partnership – Application for funding to Horsham District    

Council.  Members had been provided with copies of this application for funding and HDC 

had requested Councillors’ comments. The application was for the sum of £1,000 to cover 

overheads and operating costs and Members were provided with the Partnership’s planned 

activities for the coming year. It was noted that there were no formal records of meetings of 

the Partnership and there was little evidence of any community engagement or consultation 

to support the Partnership’s Action Plan for 2018. Some Members queried how the group 

had come up with its planned activities in the absence of this evidence.   

 

The Partnership had organised a Volunteer Fair in 2017 but there did not appear to be any 

feedback from the stall holders about how successful the event had been, whether there had 

been any recruitment of volunteers or indeed increase in users as a result of the event.  

 

Whilst some Members felt that they might support a request for funding to deliver a specific 

project for which a community benefit could be established, there were some concerns about 

providing funds to an organisation that does not seem to be required to demonstrate any 

accountability for its activities. It was suggested that further information was required in 

order for Councillors to consider supporting this application for funding and the Clerk was 

asked to obtain this and report the findings at the next meeting. 

 

(b)Staff Appraisals.  Mrs Worthington-Leese reported that the appraisals had been 

undertaken and any Councillors wishing to view the forms could ask at the Office. 

 

 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed 8.20pm 


