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Storrington & Sullington Parish Council 
 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning and Development Committee held in The Chanctonbury 

Room, the Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington on Thursday 8
th

 March 2018, commencing 

at 7.00 p.m. 

 

Present:   Mrs. A. Worthington-Leese in the Chair, Mr. B. Dent, Mr. R. Evea, Mr. A. Head, 

Mrs. Jakob, Mr. R Jerman and Mr. M Lewis. 

 

Attendees: No members of the public. 

 

126.  Apologies for Absence.  There were no apologies for absence. 

 

127. To Receive Declarations of Interest from Members.  There were no declarations of interest. 

 

128. To Approve and Sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 8
th

 February, 2018.  These 

minutes were duly APPROVED as being a correct record of the proceedings thereat and were 

duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

 Matters Arising.   

129. (a) Minute No. 104: Glebe Landscape Buffer.  Despite chasing, to date, no response had 

been received from the Director of ECE Planning.  It was AGREED that a further letter 

should be sent.  

 

130. To review and comment on Storrington Conservation Society’s Tree Condition Survey 

for Sullington Recreation Ground.  The Survey had been forwarded to members prior to the 

meeting.  After discussion, it was AGREED that Messrs Head and Jerman would undertake a 

site visit to look at the trees which had been marked as “needing attention within the next six 

months”.  They would report their findings back to the committee in due course. 

 

131.  Planning Applications awaiting Comment – Appendix I. 

 

(a) DC/18/0152: Little Stoke, Sandgate Lane.  A further amendment to this application 

had been received, for the removal of the first floor side windows.  After viewing the 

revised plans it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC. 

 

(b) DC/18/0373: Hawthorns, Hurston Lane.  This application was for the removal of an 

existing conservatory and the erection of a single storey rear extension.  The plans were 

projected for all to see and after a short discussion of the plans it was 

UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, provided the materials 

matched the existing. 

 

(c) DC/18/0412: Farnholdt Barber Lounge, The Market Rooms, The Square.   This 

was a retrospective application for the replacement of a shop sign with aluminium 

signage board and the installation of a small illuminated lantern (under Listed Building 

consent).  Members viewed the plans and after a short discussion plans it was 

UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC. 
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(d) SDNP/17/05626/FUL: Gerston Farm, Greyfriars Lane.  This amendment was due to 

the redesigning of the eco pods.  Members viewed the plans and Mrs. Worthington-

Leese read out members’ comments.  Mrs. Jakob had stated that although the applicants 

had answered a number of our previous objections, she still felt the proposed 

development was not appropriate for the site. Mr. Head stated that his views were 

unchanged and that his objection remained. Mrs. Worthington-Leese concurred and 

reiterated that the proposal was out of keeping. Mr. Lewis had said that he felt the 

proposal was well considered and would further enhance the leisure economy of the 

area, he therefore had no objection.  Discussions ensued; some members felt that the 

change from grazing land to 5 structures and a car park would permanently change the 

nature of the landscape and felt this was unacceptable. With views split the decision 

went to a vote.  With 5 objections and 2 no objections it was AGREED: 

 

That a comment of OBJECTION be sent to HDC, on the grounds of the site 

being outside the built-up area, on a greenfield site, in the South Downs 

National Park which was grazing land, out of keeping with the surrounding area 

and with poor access.  Mention should also be made about the proposal 

permanently changing the nature of the landscape. 

 

(e) WSCC/009/18/SR: Washington Sandpit, Hampers Lane DC/18/0152.  Britania 

proposes to vary conditions 2, 3 and 27 (b) of planning permission WSCC/104/13/SR to 

allow for a further two years of mineral extraction.  The two additional years of mineral 

extraction (until 31 December 2019) would enable the recovery of all the remaining 

sand reserves at the quarry, whilst still allowing the overall restoration of the site to be 

completed within the originally permitted timescales of 1 May 2020.  Therefore the 

overall life of operation at the site would not be extended beyond that originally 

permitted.  The proposed development seeks to vary conditions 2, 3 and 27(b) of 

planning permission WSCC/104/13/SR as follows: 

 

 Condition 2 be varied to read "The development hereby permitted will enable sand 

extraction to continue until 31 December 2019 and for the site to be restored in 

accordance with the scheme approved under condition 12 of planning permission 

WSCC/104/13/SR by the 1 May 2020"; 

 Condition 3 to be updated by revised plan WP L16, October 2017; and 

 Condition 27 (b) to be deleted.  

 

Due to the detail and complexity of this proposal, members had viewed the plans prior 

to the meeting. Mrs. Worthington-Leese read out their comments: Mr. Jerman had 

stated that this was a catch 22 situation: in order for the company to meet their original 

end date, they needed extra movements of lorries.  Having said that, as the lorries 

would not enter the centre of Storrington he was inclined not to object.  Messrs. Dent, 

Lewis and Mrs. Jakob agreed.  Mr. Head had no objections to the varying of Conditions 

2 and 3 but objected to the removal of Condition 27 (b), given the new housing 

development adjacent to the site.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese stated that this was the 

2
nd

/3
rd

 time that permission had been extended, she felt there was no will to complete 

the quarrying and that it was time to require the works to be completed.  As such and as 

the request was to include an unlimited number of lorries, she objected to the proposals.  

Discussions ensued and members agreed that they had no objections to the variation of 

Conditions 2 and 3, however some did object to the removal of Condition 27(b) 

referring to lorry movements.  With views split the decision went to a vote.  With 5    

objections and 2 no objections it was AGREED: 
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That a comment of OBJECTION be sent to HDC.  It should also be mentioned 

that if WSCC were inclined to approve this application, there would be a need 

for more frequent lorry wheel cleaning and cleaning of the road, as this was 

currently proving ineffective. 

 

132.  Planning Application Decisions – Appendix II.  These were duly NOTED. 

 

133. Planning Applications, Comment Summary – since the meeting 8
th

 February – Appendix 

III.  These were duly NOTED. 

 

134. Appeals Lodged 

 

(a) DC/17/0808: White Canons, Fryern Park.  The applicant had lodged an Appeal on 21
st
 

February 2018, against HDC’s decision to refuse planning consent for the demolition of 

the existing detached annexe and erection of a single dwelling. 

 

135. Enforcement Matters. 

 

(a) Sawyards (Burns Cottage), Manleys Hill – erection of 5 bar gate.  Whilst Highways 

had said they were continuing to try to contact the owners, no response had been 

received to date.  The Deputy Clerk had chased for an update and would forward this to 

members as soon as it was received.  
 

(b) DC/15/1088: Fryern Park Farm – Removal of touring Caravan.  HDC’s Case 

Officer had informed the office that she would be undertaking a further site visit either 

Thursday or Friday of this week.  As soon as a response had been received, the Deputy 

Clerk would forward it to members.  

  

(c) SDNP/14/00249/FUL and DC/17/2639 – Downsview Farm, Clay Lane.  Mrs. 

Worthington-Leese confirmed that an e-mail had been received from the SDNP’s 

Compliance Officer on 15
th

 February which stated: “… as you may be aware the 

application that was submitted to Horsham District Council by the applicant was 

approved on the 19
th

 January 2018 (DC/17/2639 refers). In the officer’s report it 

specifically refers to the re-use of the structure which had gained temporary 

permission. I have spoken to Mr Scott and have agreed that the temporary structure 

will be removed from its current location by the end of August.  The reason for this is 

that there are numerous –pre-commencement conditions which require details before 

the permission can be implemented. Also, to move the structure will require a large 

crane and therefore the firmness of the ground has to be ensured before a vehicle of 

that size and weight is brought onto site. The applicant is fully aware of the need to 

have the structure removed and is aware that if it isn’t moved or removed then he could 

be the subject of formal enforcement action.”  Members had been sent a copy of the 

above on the date of receipt. 

 

136. Chairman’s Announcements.   
 

(a) Cottage Tandoori Restaurant, 25, West Street: Premises Licence.  Mrs. Worthington-

Leese reported that both the Cottage Tandoori in West Street, Storrington and the Indian 

Cottage in London Road, Ashington have had their premises licenses revoked and this 

had been upheld at an Appeal Hearing on February 28
th

 at Brighton Magistrates Court.  

This meant that both restaurants could remain open but they could no longer sell any 

alcohol or provide any food or refreshments after 11pm.  
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(b) Burmese Door, corner of Browns Lane & Church Street.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese 

reported that a letter had been received yesterday from a concerned resident, regarding 

the state of the door, which appeared to be rotting away.  The Deputy Clerk had been 

asked to contact HDC for them to confirm whose responsibility it was and ensure that 

they were informed of its condition and the need for it to be preserved as per the original 

planning Conditions.  The Deputy Clerk would respond to the resident accordingly. 

 

(c) Fryern Park Farm – Camping.  Mrs Worthington-Leese informed members that it had 

been reported to the office that someone appeared to be camping in a field to the right of 

the compound.  The resident was concerned due to there being no residential permission 

on that land, it being an agricultural field with no water, no toilet or other facilities etc.  

Horsham District Council’s Compliance Officer had responded by saying that this matter 

would fall under the permitted development rights for the change of use of the land 

which would allow 28 days. The 28 days is per calendar year.  She would keep an eye 

out to ensure this period was not exceeded. 

 

(d) Requested Tree Works around Storrington Memorial Pond.  An e-mail had been 

received from Andrew Gale Tree Surgery this afternoon, regarding a request for works to 

trees bordering the Memorial Pond.  Members viewed the proposals.  Mr. Jerman 

reported that he had undertaken a site visit this afternoon and felt that the proposed works 

were acceptable.  As such he had no objections to the works.  Members concurred and 

asked that the Deputy Clerk respond to Andrew Gale accordingly. 

 

 137. Documents for Councillors to Read.  There were no documents for councillors to read. 

 

 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.40 pm.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 


