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STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  

HELD IN THE CHANCTONBURY ROOM, THE PARISH HALL, 

THAKEHAM ROAD, STORRINGTON, 

ON WEDNESDAY
 
28

TH
 MARCH 

COMMENCING AT 7.00 p.m. 

 
Present: Mrs A Worthington-Leese in the chair, Mrs C Brooker, Mr J Davis, Mr B Dent, Mr R 

Evea, Mrs B Gilligan, Mr A Head, Mr R Hurley, Mr R Jerman, Mr M Lewis, Mr J Ross and Mrs L 

Wheatley. 

 

Attendees: District Councillor Ray Dawe. 

 

Also Present: 20 Members of the Public (including representatives and supporters of the 

Community Partnership. 

          

 
 

195. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  Were received from Mrs Jakob & Mrs Kittle (prior 

engagements) and Miss Brown (poor health). The reasons for absence were duly 

ACCEPTED. Apologies had also been received from County Councillor Marshall. 

 

 

196.  TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS.  There were no 

declarations of interest. 

 

 

197. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH 

COUNCIL HELD ON THE 28
TH

 FEBRUARY 2018.  The Minutes were duly AGREED 

to be a correct record of the proceedings thereat and were duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

 

198.  MATTERS ARISING. No matters were raised. 

 

 

 

199. TO RECEIVE AND IF APPROVED TO ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE 

FOLLOWING COMMITTEE MEETINGS:- 
 

(a) Infrastructure, Communications and Environment Committee held on 7
th

 March 

2018.  The minutes were duly Adopted. 

(b) Recreation and Property Committee held on 7
th

 March 2018. The minutes were duly 

Adopted. 

(c) Planning and Development Committee held on 8
th

 March 2018. The minutes were 

duly Adopted. 
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STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Parish Council Meeting 

28th March 2018 

 

 

200. DISTRICT MATTERS. 

 

(a) Planning Application by Waitrose for layout changes to the Bus Turning Circle. Cllr 

Dawe reported that Waitrose had submitted an appeal against HDC’s non-determination 

of the planning application for changes to the road layout at the Bus Turning Circle at 

Old Mill Drive.  He reminded Members and attendees that Waitrose had bought the land 

in 2008 with the intention of expanding its Storrington branch.  However, since obtaining 

permission, Waitrose’s plans have changed and the expansion of the store will no longer 

go ahead.  Instead Waitrose had recently decided to submit a planning application to 

move the bus turning area further up Old Mill Drive. HDC had advised that this 

application did not comply with the requirements for applications to be comprehensive as 

it did not provide any firm information about plans for the adjacent area also owned by 

Waitrose and why the bus turning area needed to be moved. HDC maintains that 

Waitrose need to provide a comprehensive planning application for the whole area in 

order for it to be considered. Cllr Dawe reported that two meetings had been held with 

representatives of Waitrose but there had been no indication of flexibility on the side of 

the applicants. 

 

(b) Council Tax.  Cllr Dawe referred to the Government’s recent publication about the level 

of rates applied by District Councils across the country and reported that Horsham’s were 

amongst the lowest in Sussex and Surrey and in the bottom 20 nationally. 

 

(c) Gypsy and Traveller Policy.  Mrs Worthington-Leese enquired about progress and Cllr 

Dawe advised that the public consultation was due to end shortly.  He commented that it 

was common for any proposed gypsy site to attract resistance and objections from locals 

but something would need to be agreed eventually. 

 

 

201. COUNTY MATTERS. 

 

(a) Browns Lane, Church Street, School Lane, Fern Road, Monastery Lane Traffic 

Problems – Update on communications with residents.  Following the meeting of the 

Infrastructure, Communications and Environment Committee on 7
th

 March, Councillor 

Lewis and County Councillor Marshall had met with the representatives from each of the 

affected roads to collect evidence of support for the proposed scheme to introduce a “No 

Through Road” at Browns Lane.  The application for the Community Highways Scheme 

would shortly be submitted by the group and Mr Lewis will continue to keep the Parish 

Council informed of progress. A member of the public asked what measures the 

application proposed and Mr Lewis explained that whilst the idea of installing a bollard 

at Browns Lane would be submitted for consideration, WSCC would need to carry out 

feasibility studies on what, if anything could be achieved to resolve the problem. 
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STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Parish Council Meeting 

28th March 2018 

 

 

202. AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT AREA– UPDATE FOLLOWING MEETING OF 

THE AQMA STEERING GROUP.  Members had been provided with details of the 

actions agreed at the recent meeting of this group.  Mrs Worthington-Leese reported that the 

scheme to prevent HGVs turning into and out of School Hill was on the list of works for 

2018 /2019, along with the project to introduce a No Stopping Zone on North Street. 

 

 Although representatives from Storrington Primary School had not been in attendance at the 

meeting, the subject of installing a crossing at Spierbridge Road had also been discussed. 

WSCC had indicated that there was insufficient evidence to support this proposal as numbers 

of potential users could not be demonstrated. In order to build up this evidential support it 

was suggested that the school recruit a volunteer to undertake crossing patrol so that the 

number of people crossing the road could be monitored. WSCC had advised that training and 

uniforms could be provided and the Parish Council had indicated that it could fund a 

bodycam to provide the volunteer with some security and to evidence numbers using the 

crossing.  Mrs Gilligan had indicated that she would be willing to volunteer but pointed out 

that the patrol would be required twice a day, five days a week. She reported that efforts 

were underway to find another volunteer to share the shifts and would continue to keep the 

Parish Council up to date with progress. 

 

 Mr Jerman had also attended the meeting and once again had challenged WSCC about the 

lack of energy efficient school busses. WSCC had advised that the contract for school buses 

was subject to tender and whilst in the ideal world, some consideration could be given to 

companies that provided low emission vehicles, the final decision would be based upon 

costs. 

 

 

 

203. HEATH COMMON DESIGN STATEMENT – TO CONSIDER RESPONSE TO 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION.  Members had been provided with a copy of the Heath 

Common Design Statement 2018 and Strategic Environmental Assessment Screening 

Opinion (March 2018). It is proposed that this document is adopted by HDC as a 

Supplementary Planning Document to offer additional guidance to the Horsham District 

Planning Framework and the emerging Storrington & Sullington and Washington 

Neighbourhood Plan.  It was AGREED. 

 

 

That this Parish Council should submit a response to the Public Consultation in 

Support of the Heath Common Design Statement 2018.  
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204. STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON AND WASHINGTON NEIGHBOURHOOD 

PLAN – UPDATE. Mrs Worthington-Leese reported that the Regulation 16 consultation 

was now underway at Horsham District Council and would run until 13
th

 April. Copies of the 

Plan and supporting documents can be viewed online on HDC’s and the Parish Council’s 

website and hard copies are also available at the library and the Parish Office. A shortlist of 

independent examiners was expected to be submitted to the Steering Group for consideration 

shortly after the end of the consultation period. 

 

 

205. PUBLIC TOILETS – UPDATE.  Mrs Worthington-Leese reported that the Planning 

Application had now been submitted to HDC and the Tender process would commence on 

Tuesday 3
rd

 April. The tender documents would be uploaded onto the Public Contract Finder 

Website in line with Public Contracts Regulations 2015 and the responses received would be 

considered on 1
st
 May 2018. 

 

 

206. BUILDINGS MAINTENANCE – ENERGY PERFORMANCE CERTIFICATES – TO 

CONSIDER QUOTATIONS.  Members were advised that from 1
st
 April 2018, no new 

lettings may be effected unless the buildings have an energy rating of EPC level E or above 

and the following quotations for inspections of the Football and Cricket Pavilions had been 

received. 

 

Fresh EPC – To carry out EPC survey of Football Pavilion at a cost of £239 and the 

Cricket Pavilion at a cost of £159. 

 

EPC Online - To carry out EPC survey of Football Pavilion at a cost of £245 and the 

Cricket Pavilion at a cost of £190. 

 

Easy EPC - To carry out EPC survey of Football Pavilion at a cost of £250 and the 

Cricket Pavilion at a cost of £147. 

 

Each of the quotations was discussed and Mr Head Proposed, Seconded Mr Evea and 

AGREED. 
 

To accept the quotation from Fresh EPC – To carry out EPC survey of Football 

Pavilion at a cost of £239 and the Cricket Pavilion at a cost of £159. 
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Parish Council Meeting 
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207. STORRINGTON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP – TO COMMENT ON 

APPLICATION FOR FUNDING TO HORSHAM DISTRICT COUNCIL.  Following 

the last meeting, the Clerk had been in contact with HDC for further information regarding 

this application and Members had been provided with the response and with copies of the 

Partnership’s annual reports and newsletters.   

 

 All those present were reminded that relations between the Parish Council (PC) and the 

Community Partnership (CP) had deteriorated over the last few years to the extent that there 

was currently no Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the two groups.  In the 

absence of this MOU, HDC had expressed that it would be difficult for the Storrington & 

Sullington CP to obtain the support afforded to other Partnerships in the area and efforts to 

mediate had been unsuccessful. 

 

 A lengthy discussion took place with representations from Councillors and from 

representatives of the Partnership and their supporters about how the CP had demonstrated 

its value amongst the community. Whilst some Councillors were in support of the 

application for funding, others were not and some indicated that whilst they could not 

support the application for funding at this time, they would be willing to resurrect 

discussions about the introduction of an MOU between the two groups. 

 

 Mrs Worthington-Leese requested a vote with the result 3 In Support, 5 Against, 4 

Abstentions.  It was therefore DECIDED. 

 

  That the application for funding could not be supported at this time. 

 

 Mrs Worthington-Leese asked the Clerk to instigate discussions regarding the potential 

introduction of an MOU between the two groups and Cllrs Evea and Hurley volunteered to 

be involved. 

 

 

208 PROTOCOL FOR MARKING THE DEATH OF A SENIOR NATIONAL FIGURE – 

TO REVIEW AND ADOPT POLICY.  Members had been provided with a copy of this 

policy which was duly ADOPTED. 

 

 

209 WORKING PARTIES – TO REVIEW AND APPROVE TERMS OF REFERENCE 

DOCUMENT. Members had been provided with a copy of this document which was duly 

APPROVED. 

 

210. PLACE VILLEREST – TO CONSIDER APPLICATION FROM VILLAGE LARDER 

TO OPERATE ON THURSDAYS. The Parish Council had been approached by the owner 

of this family run local produce business to operate on Thursdays under similar arrangements 

with existing users on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays. The proposal to sell fresh fruit,  



 

 - 62 - 

 

 

STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
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vegetables and cheese. The pros and cons of the proposal were discussed and Mrs 

Worthington-Leese asked for a vote. Result was 7 in Favour and 3 Against.  It was therefore 

AGREED. 
 

To provide The Village Larder with a licence to operate on Place Villerest on 

Thursdays from 9 am to 5 pm for a period of 12 months subject to confirmation of 

public liability insurance of no less than £5 million. 
 

 

 

211. TO REVIEW AND AUTHORISE ACCOUNTS TO BE PAID.  Payments in the sum of  

£14,374.05 plus VAT for March were duly APPROVED. 

 

 

212. BANK RECONCILIATIONS FOR FEBRUARY2018. These documents were duly 

NOTED. 

 

 

213. ITEMS AVAILABLE FOR COUNCILLORS TO READ.  There were no documents. 

 

 
214. CLERKS CORRESPONDENCE.  

 

(a) Bench at Storrington Playground.  The Clerk reported that the bench sponsored by the 

Chanctonbury Lions to mark their centennial celebrations had now been installed and a 

representative from the County Times would be attending the formal presentation on 16
th

 

April. 

 

(b) Request from Storrington Primary School for use of Hormare Field. The Clerk had 

received an email from the School Secretary to advise that as a result of building work at 

the school, the field had become unusable and re-levelling works were scheduled for the 

Summer Term. The school was requesting use of the Hormare Field on Wednesday 

afternoons from 3:30 to 4:30 pm from 23
rd

 April to 9
th

 July and whether the annual sports 

day could also be held on the mornings of 26
th

 and 27
th

 June. Whilst there were no 

objections from the Council to this request, Mr Head suggested that the school should be 

asked to consider a reciprocal arrangement to provide pitch space to the Vipers once the 

improvements to the school field were completed.  The Clerk was asked to raise this with 

the school. 

 

 

(c) Request from “Italia in Piazza Food Ltd” to hold an Italian Market in Storrington. 
The Clerk had received a request from this company (not to be confused with “Italia in 

Piazza” to hold an Italian Market in Storrington. This company originally worked with 

the operator of Italia in Piazza who had now ceased trading and had provided the relevant  
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Insurance and food safety documents. The Clerk had contacted two local authorities 

where this market had recently been held for feedback and it was AGREED. 

 

That provided the feedback received was positive, that “Italia in Piazza Food Ltd” 

 would be invited to host a market in Storrington. 

 

 

215. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ANY URGENT MATTERS.   

 

(a)  Closure of Parish Office for Staff Training.  Members were advised that from mid-

April, the office would be closed on Tuesday mornings until 11am to allow for staff 

training.  

 

(b) Premises Manager Resignation.  Mrs Worthington-Leese reported that the Premises 

Manager had tendered his resignation and would be leaving the Parish Council on Friday 

27
th

 April. 

 

(c)  Royal Airforce Centenary Afternoon Tea. All Members were invited to Afternoon Tea 

at Stanmore Housing Lounge on Sunday 15
th

 April at 3pm.  

 

(d)  Next Meeting.   The Next Parish Council meeting would take place on 25
th

 April 2018.  

The Infrastructure, Communications and Environment Committee and Recreation and 

Property Committee meetings scheduled for 4
th

 April were CANCELLED. 

 

 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.25 pm 


