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Storrington & Sullington Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning and Development Committee held in The Chanctonbury 

Room, the Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington on Thursday 5
th

 April 2018, commencing 

at 7.00 p.m. 

 

Present:   Mrs. A. Worthington-Leese in the Chair, Mr. B. Dent, Mr. A. Head and Mr. M 

Lewis. 

 

Attendees: 1 member of the public. 

 

138.  Apologies for Absence.  Apologies for absence had been received from Mrs. Jakob and 

Messrs. R. Evea and R. Jerman (prior engagements).  The reasons for absence were duly 

approved. 

 

139. To Receive Declarations of Interest from Members.  There were no declarations of interest. 

 

140. To Approve and Sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 8
th

 March, 2018.  These 

minutes were duly APPROVED as being a correct record of the proceedings thereat and were 

duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

 Matters Arising.   

141. (a) Minute No. 129 (a): Glebe Landscape Buffer.  The Deputy Clerk was sorry to report 

that again, no response had been received from the Director of ECE Planning.   

 (b) Minute No. 130: Tree Inspection, Sullington Recreation Ground.  Mr. Head reported 

that both he and Mr. Jerman had looked at the trees recorded as needing attention by 

Storrington Conservation Society.  In conjunction with the Premises Manager, a list of 

works had been drawn up for him to undertake; these works had been completed on 3
rd

 

April.  The Deputy Clerk had been asked to contact Andrew Gale for his advice on a 

couple of matters; he would be undertaking a site visit sometime next week and the 

Deputy Clerk would forward his suggestions to members upon receipt. 

 

142.  Planning Applications awaiting Comment – Appendix I. 
 

(a) DC/17/2761: Brow House, 53, Pulborough Road - Amended.  Members had viewed 

this application prior to the meeting and it was noted that whilst WS Highways’ 

preferred option was a fence, the applicants had agreed with the Parish Council and 

were now proposing a low rustic post and double rail fence (of no more than 1m), 

planting a mixed evergreen hedge at the rear, far enough back to allow good thick 

growth to a height of no more than 1.8 metres.  The applicants had also agreed to 

maintain the hedge.  Although members were still concerned about the sight lines, after 

a short discussion, it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, providing the applicants 

maintain the hedge and do not allow it to encroach on the sightlines. 

 

(b) DC/18/0442: The Granary, Hurston Placed Farm.  This application was for the 

siting of two seasonal equestrian workers’ caravans for a temporary three year period.  

Members noted that a number of objections had been lodged with HDC to this proposal.  

The Deputy Clerk had been asked to contact HDC’s Case Officer with a number of 

questions, (including whether permission had been granted for the 2 existing caravans), 

before members could make any comment; this she had done on 13
th 

and 20
th 

March  
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and again on 3
rd

 however the Case Officer was unable to answer the questions, due to 

her not having looked at the application herself yet.  Members felt that 3 years was not 

temporary and questioned the need for two caravans for two workers.  Mrs. 

Worthington-Leese also asked how the proposal would support local economy when it 

was claimed that it was not a business.  Mr. Dent supported the proposal.  After a short 

discussion, it was AGREED: 

 

That a comment of OBJECTION be sent to HDC, due to the lack of information 

and listing the abovementioned comments.  

 

(c) DC/18/0493: 1, Bracken Cottages, Monastery Lane.  This application was for the 

demolition of a single storey conservatory and extension and the erection of a 

replacement two storey rear extension and single storey rear extension.  Members were 

bewildered by the letter relating to a studio/storage shed accompanying the plans; 

however, they had no objections to the proposed extensions. After a short discussion it 

was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, providing the materials 

matched existing and were in keeping with the locality. 

 

(d) DC/18/0520: The Acorn, Fryern Road.  This was a part retrospective application for 

the repositioning of a previously approved equine arena (DC/16/2491) and the erection 

of a new mobile storage barn.  It was noted that a number of objections had been sent to 

HDC regarding this application.  Whilst members understood some of the concerns, 

they could not see any planning grounds on which they could object.  As such and after 

a short discussion it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC.   

 

(e) DC/18/0553: Badgerswood (Land west of), Spinney Lane.  This site abuts our 

boundary and was for the erection of a detached two-storey three bedroomed dwelling 

with a detached garage and the creation of a new highway access off Spinney Lane.  

Members commented that whilst Spinney Lane was a well wooded, single track private 

lane, there were a number of development styles and sizes ranging from thatch to 

modern with prominent infill.  Discussions regarding the proposed new dwelling 

ensued and members felt that, providing such a proposal did not contravene West 

Chiltington’s Neighbourhood Plan, they could see no reason to object.  As such it was 

UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, subject to the guidance of 

West Chiltington’s Neighbourhood Plan.   

 

(f) DC/18/0574: Storrington Lawn Tennis Club, Greyfriars Lane.  This application was 

for the erection of a single storey detached storage unit.  Members viewed the projected 

plans and after a short discussion it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, providing the materials 

were in keeping with the surrounding area. 
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(g) DC/18/0584: Storrington Squash Club, Greyfriars Lane.  This was an outline 

application for the demolition of the existing squash club and the erection of a three 

storey building comprising of six x 2 bedroom flats and four x 1 bedroom flats with 

associated parking.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese read out members’ comments including 

those that were not in attendance but had recorded their objections prior to the meeting.    

Members concurred that whilst the current building was utilitarian, the site was not in 

the emerging Neighbourhood Plan, indeed it had been assessed and discounted and 

HDC had classified the site as unsuitable for development.  As previously mentioned 

members considered the squash club to be a community asset and HDPF policy 43 

restricts the loss of community or leisure facilities until equally useable facilities are 

provided nearby.  Previous applications for similar development at this site have been 

refused on the grounds that the proposals would have an adverse impact on the locality, 

would not respond well to historic context, were considered inappropriate and would 

fail to provide sufficient on-site parking.  Members agreed that their previous objections 

remained and after a short discussion it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of STRONG OBJECTION be sent to HDC, listing the above 

and reiterating previous objections. 

 

(h) DC/18/0589: Plot 2, South of Kurial, Wisborough Lane.  This outline application 

was for the erection of one detached dwelling.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese read out 

members’ comments and whilst it was noted that permission was granted previously, 

members still felt the proposal was over-development, especially considering the 

potential for uncontrolled increases in size via permitted development.  After a short 

discussion, it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of OBJECTION be sent to HDC, referring to the above 

comments. 

 

(i) DC/18/0633: Crossways Veterinary Group, 43, School Hill.  This application was for 

the enlargement of the existing car park to create additional spaces.  Mr. Head felt that 

as this area was predominantly residential, retention of and improvement if necessary to 

screening was important.  He also mentioned drainage, presuming the new car park 

would be porous and asked whether a vehicle weight limit should be agreed.  After 

discussion, it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, providing the new 

surface was porous and that screening would be retained or improved. 

 

(j) DC/18/0649: 19, Longlands Avenue.  Plans for the erection of a first floor extension 

over an existing garage were projected for all to see.  Mr. Dent said that he felt the 

property was too close to the neighbours; however as the neighbours had not objected, 

he could see no planning grounds on which to object.  Mr. Head was concerned for the 

possible overshadowing of the neighbour’s windows and asked that this matter be taken 

into account.  After a short discussion, it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, providing the materials 

match existing and that regard was given to the neighbour's windows. 
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(k) DC/18/0671: North Street Car Park.   This application was for a public toilet facility 

within the Library Car Park and had arrived in the office this morning.  Members 

viewed the plans and bearing in mind the application had been submitted by the Parish 

Council it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC. 

 

143.  Planning Application Decisions – Appendix II.  These were duly NOTED. 

 

144. Planning Applications, Comment Summary – since the meeting 8
th

 March – Appendix 

III.  These were duly NOTED. 

 

145. Appeals Lodged 

 

(a) DC/17/0861: Bus Turning Circle, Old Mill Drive.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese informed 

members that this Appeal would be dealt with by way of Written Representation and that 

any additional correspondence should be sent to the Planning Inspectorate by 27
th

 April.  

It was also agreed that further representation should be sent to the Planning Inspectorate.   

 

146. Enforcement Matters. 

 

(a) Sawyards (Burns Cottage), Manleys Hill – erection of 5 bar gate.  Highways had 

reported “That no contact with the owners had been established and there was still no 

evidence that the access was actually being used in any way.  With no evidence of it 

ever being used as an access to the Highway, it is difficult for us to enforce any 

alterations to take place.”  It was suggested that this site be monitored again. 

 

(b) DC/15/1088: Fryern Park Farm – Removal of touring Caravan and Camping.  

Mrs. Worthington-Leese reported that the caravan had now been removed from site, 

however the tent (and person camping within) was still in situ.  HDC’s Case Office had 

been on leave; however the Deputy Clerk had contacted her today, stating that the 

allowed 28 days (per calendar year) had expired (the Parish Office had officially 

registered this complaint with HDC on 28
th

 February). She confirmed that she would 

contact the owner regarding this matter and report back to the office.  

  

(c) EN/18/0116: Maintenance of Burmese Gate, Browns Lane.   This case had been 

allocated to Jo Hopkins at Horsham.  An update had been received today, which stated 

that she had “visited the site of the Burmese Gate back on the 15th March and have 

since been trying to get some historic photos of the rear section of the gate so I can 

compare images.  I contacted Storrington museum but the photos they have are not 

dated…I will be writing to the management company as the maintenance document 

referenced in condition 22 of DC/12/0747 states "The future maintenance of the gates 

will fall to the estate manager on site, which will be in charge with keeping the gates 

free of vegetation and addition additional coats of sealer every 12 months." 

 

147. Chairman’s Announcements.  There were no Chairman’s announcements. 

 

148. Documents for Councillors to Read.  There were no documents for councillors to read. 

 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.50pm.  


