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STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Recreation and Property Committee held in The Chanctonbury 

Room, The Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington, on Wednesday 9
th

 May 2018 

commencing at 7.45 p.m. 

 

 

Present:  Mrs L Wheatley in the Chair, Mr B Dent, Mrs B Gilligan, Mr A Head, Mr R Hurley, Mrs 

M H Jakob, Mr M Lewis and Mrs A Worthington-Leese. 

 

 

93. Apologies for Absence:  All Members were present. 

 

 

94. To Receive Declarations of Interest from Members.  There were no declarations of 

interest.  

 

95. To Approve and Sign the Minutes of the Last Meeting held on the 7
th

 March 2018.  The 

minutes were duly APPROVED as being a correct record of the proceedings thereat and 

were signed by the Chairman. 

 

 Matters Arising.   

 

96. Minute No. 77 – Youth Provision. Mrs Wheatley reported that a further meeting had been 

arranged for Tuesday 15
th

 May. 

 

97. To Consider the Inspection of Play Equipment reports.  The Clerk advised that the new 

Premises Manager was due to commence his role on 14
th

 May and regular inspections would 

be undertaken from then 

 

98. Ravenscroft Allotments.  Mr Hurley reported that site visits had recommenced last month 

and there were a number of plots which had shown no signs of activity over the winter 

months.  It was noted that until recently weather had been poor so the office staff had not 

taken any action on the untended plots. A further visit would take place during the week of 

21
st
 May and the situation would be reassessed following this. 

 

Cllr Brown had reported to the Clerk that she had received some feedback from her fellow 

allotment holders regarding the future of the site and its inclusion in the Neighbourhood Plan 

as a potential site for development.  There are rumours circulating that the land has already 

been sold and there were fears that due to the number of vacant plots, the developers would 

reconsider the need to provide alternative allotment space.  It was suggested that the Clerk 

should circulate a message to all allotment holders informing them of the facts including the 

policy in the Neighbourhood Plan to provide alternative allotments and also the necessity for 

the landowners (West Sussex County Council) to provide at least twelve months’ notice to 

the Parish Council if it wishes to end the lease. This was AGREED. 
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 Recreation Grounds. 

 

99. Hormare Field – To Consider recommendations for further improvement to condition 

of the field including vertidraining.   Following a site visit by Grasstex, Members had been 

provided with details of some suggested measures to increase the standard of the surface. 

 

 Fertilising of the field at a cost of £480 plus VAT. 

 Vertidraining of the field at a cost of £680 plus VAT. 

 Overseed the field with 200Kgs Pro79 three way dwarf rye grass at a cost of £780 plus 

VAT. 

 

It had also been suggested that the fertilising and vertidraining should be added to the grass 

maintenance contract to be carried out annually on both recreation grounds. 

 

Reference was made to comments made on social media regarding the fair’s visit and the 

fact that the Vipers were unable to use the field during that time and it was pointed out that 

the Parish Council had always maintained that Community events would be welcomed. A 

discussion took place regarding the condition of the field and whether, despite the efforts to 

improve and level the surface, it would ever be suitable for regular junior league football as 

well as general use for community events.  

 

Some Members questioned whether it was a good use of funds to carry out the suggested 

measures if there was little chance of long term improvements.  Questions were also raised 

regarding the best time to undertake the suggested work and whether the field would need to 

be left unused for any period of time after the work had been done. Members noted the 

SADCASE Classic Car Show scheduled for 29
th

 July and the Clerk was asked to make 

enquiries with Grasstex in this regard. It was DECIDED. 

 

To defer the decision whether to carry out the suggested works until the Clerk had 

made further enquiries with Grasstex. 

 

100. Vipers – Use of Recreation Ground.  During the last meeting, Mrs Akers had been asked to 

devise a plan detailing the requirements of the Vipers to use the recreation ground as a back-

up pitch and she had responded with the following requests. 

 

“I have talked to the next season under 11 and under 12 managers and they say that they 

may need to have a back up pitch between October to February. I said that this may be too 

long a time frame for the Parish Council to consider so if we need to reduce the time frame 

then October to December would be great.  

 

If we do need to reduce the time frame, then an additional option is to allow a 7v7 pitch 

(next season under 9’s only) on the Rec in Jan to Feb. This is because they mostly play 

tournaments during these months so only occasionally need a pitch during these months. We 

have played on our pitch once or twice only so far this year as an example. This would then 

allow us to put another 9v9 pitch up on the Hormare field which should give us two pitches 

during these months as a backup.” 
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The matter was discussed and it was noted that the Cricket Club had also advised of its 

intention to use the field more frequently due to the increase in junior activities.  Members 

expressed concerns that this would result in the field being overused for sporting activities 

and its availability for general recreational use by the public would be restricted. 

 

The Clerk reported that Storrington Primary School had advised that the school field could 

be made available to the Vipers once the improvement works had been completed which 

meant that the cricket outfield may not be required after all.   

 

Referring back to the discussion regarding the condition of the Hormare field, it was 

suggested that the Vipers organisers might start to consider whether other venues in 

neighbouring parishes might be suitable for use as well.  It was pointed out that the teams 

included children from the surrounding villages and therefore it might be appropriate these 

parishes should also provide playing facilities.   

 

Mrs Wheatley asked Members to vote whether to authorise extra use of Storrington 

Recreation Ground by the Vipers as a back up pitch.    6 Against, 2 Abstentions – it was 

therefore DECIDED. 

 

 To Decline this request. 

 

101. To Consider request from Leisure Centre regarding provision of signage at Storrington 

Recreation Ground Car Park. (Caution – Children Crossing).  The manager at the 

leisure centre had been in contact with this request.  He highlighted the fact that there is 

more activity at the recreation ground as a result of the Cricket Clubs efforts to recruit junior 

players and the introduction of the new play equipment and drivers should be made aware to 

slow down in the car park.  It was AGREED. 

 

That the Clerk should source some appropriate signs to be installed by the new 

Premises Manager upon commencement of his role. 

 

102 Sullington Recreation Ground – update from Mrs Jakob and Mrs Gilligan.  Mrs Jakob 

reported that she, Mr Lewis and Mrs Gilligan have so far met with two companies to explore 

options for some innovative and creative play solutions for Sullington Recreation Ground.  

Members had been provided with examples of outdoor fitness apparatus for use by all ages 

and Mrs Jakob described a layout where some equipment pieces could be located 

intermittently along the footpath suitable for joggers. There would be separate area closer to 

the western boundary which would be more suited to teenagers wanting to socialise with 

friends as well as use the outdoor gym.  

 

 Mrs Jakob and Mrs Gilligan explained that these were just preliminary ideas of what could 

be achieved for the proposed budget and Members agreed that they should progress the  
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 matter further by engaging with these two companies to produce a plan of the area to identify 

where equipment might be placed in relation to the existing play equipment and the 

neighbouring houses bearing in mind any planning criteria and legislation.  Once these plans 

have been obtained a tender brief could be drawn up to inform the procurement process. 

 

 Mrs Wheatley thanked Mrs Jakob, Mrs Gilligan and Mr Lewis for the research undertaken so 

far and it was agreed that further progress would be reported at a future meetings of this 

committee. 

 

 

103. To consider quotations for Alarm Keyholder / Emergency Call Out Service.  Members 

were reminded that the previous Premises Manager acted as the primary contact for 

emergency call outs or alarm activations.  It was not clear yet whether his replacement would 

be willing to act as such and so the Clerk had obtained a quotation from the Parish Council’s 

current alarm maintenance company to carry out this service.   

 The annual cost to provide this service was £217 plus vat per site but Bespoke Security had 

offered a discount to include both the Parish Hall and Football Pavilion for the cost of £380 

plus vat.  Call out charges were £60 plus vat during office hours and £120 plus vat during 

night time and weekends.   

 

 It was suggested that the Clerk should ascertain whether the new Premises Manager would 

wish to be the emergency contact and as such negotiate an appropriate call out charge. If his 

preference was not to be the emergency contact then it was AGREED. 

 

That the contract with Bespoke Security be accepted at £380 plus VAT.  Call out 

charges of £60 plus Vat during office hours and £120 plus vat during night time 

and weekends.  It was pointed out that if any emergency call outs are affected by 

negligence on behalf of the hall hirer, the call out costs will be recovered from that 

hirer. 

 

104. Documents for Councillors to Read.  There were no documents. 

 

105. Health and Safety.  No issues were raised. 

 

106. Chairman’s Announcements and any other business. No matters were raised. 

 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.00 pm 


