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Storrington & Sullington Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning and Development Committee held in The Chanctonbury 

Room, the Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington on Thursday 10
th

 May 2018, commencing 

at 7.00 p.m. 

 

Present:   Mrs. A. Worthington-Leese in the Chair, Mr. B. Dent, Mr. R Evea, Mr. A. Head, 

Mrs. M-H Jakob, Mr. M Lewis and Mr. R Jerman. 

 

Attendees: 3 members of the public. 

 

149.  Apologies for Absence.  There were no apologies for absence. 

 

150. To Receive Declarations of Interest from Members.  There were no declarations of interest. 

 

151. To Approve and Sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 5
th

 April, 2018.  These 

minutes were duly APPROVED as being a correct record of the proceedings thereat and were 

duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

 Matters Arising.  

  

152. (a) Minute No. 141 (a): Glebe Landscape Buffer.  Mrs Worthington-Leese reported that 

a response had finally been received from the Associate Planner at ECE on 5
th

 April, 

which stated: “Further to your email to Mr Barker, I respond on behalf of Millwood 

Designer Homes.  The transfer of this land (the Landscape Buffer) is already secured 

within the signed S106, and Millwood Designer Homes has reached an agreement with 

Horsham District Council over its future management and maintenance. Unfortunately, 

in this instance it is not possible to accommodate the Parish’s request.  We trust the 

above is of assistance.”  Members had been sent a copy of this e-mail on the morning 

of 6
th

 April. 

   (b) Minute No. 141 (b): Tree Inspection, Sullington Recreation Ground.  The Deputy 

Clerk had received a quotation from Andrew Gale to sectional fell (leaving low stumps) 

the 3 dead Leyland cypress trees, along the fence line with Westholm – which came in 

at £75 plus VAT, this cost was AGREED.  She had also met with Andrew on 9
th

 May, 

to discuss with him his thoughts on the Oak to the front of the Parish Hall, as he felt a 

more in-depth investigation of both the basal and the stem was required and about the 

Ash tree to the rear of the car park, which was marked for removal due to its 

considerable lean, caused by phototropism.  Andrew agreed to carry out a formal 

inspection on both the trees and would send in his report to the office in due course.  He 

also offered to give some basic BS3998 training to members of the Planning Committee 

along with a few from the Storrington Conservation Group (free of charge) in order to 

assist them with any future tree assessments.  Members considered this to be a very 

kind offer and felt it would be most helpful. It was AGREED that the Deputy Clerk 

should liaise with Andrew regarding a suitable date for said training. 

  Whilst on the subject of trees, Mr. Dent raised the matter regarding the tree at Hurston 

Lane. He mentioned that despite bringing this matter up three times previously, he had 

not received any update.  The Deputy Clerk mentioned that the previous Premises 

Manager had sent him an e-mail on 14
th

 March and again on 6
th

 April, these had been 

copied to the Chairman.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese read out the e-mails, in order to 

update the Committee.  After discussion, it was requested that the Deputy Clerk contact 

UK Power Networks for an update on this matter. Mr. Dent requested that the e-mails 

be resent to him, as he had not received them.   
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153.  HDC Local Plan Review Issues & Options – Employment, Tourism and Sustainable 

Rural Development April 2018 (Regulation 18 Consultation).  Mrs Worthington-Leese had 

reviewed this consultation and supported the designation of the Rock Business Park in 

Washington as a Key Employment Area (KEA). She did not however support the extension of 

the BUAB to include Fryern Court and Fryern Place (described as SR1) as she felt this would 

expose the whole of Fryern Park to future development and thus make it very difficult to resist 

in the future.  She felt that Fryern Court and Place were currently reasonably protected due to 

being outside the BUAB and classed as countryside.  Messrs. Head and Jerman had also 

reviewed the papers and agreed with the comments above.  Mr. Head felt that whilst the 

 consolidation of the TESLA development seemed inevitable, that the Committee should 

oppose any further creep.  Mr. Jerman reiterated that he agreed that the Wiston and Rock Road 

Business Parks should be designated as KEA, in line with the Storrington, Sullington and 

Washington Neighbourhood Plan.  He also felt that the Committee should support the proposal 

put forward by Sandgate Conservation Society (previously copied to members), in particular 

the idea of a fully bio-diverse corridor.  After a short discussion, it was UNANIMOUSLY 

AGREED that the Deputy Clerk should collate these comments into a letter to HDC and 

distribute this for approval, before sending prior to the deadline of 25
th

 May. 

 

154.  Planning Applications awaiting Comment – Appendix I. 
 

(a) DC/18/0736: Serena, Melton Avenue.  Reserved matters application for the erection 

of one five bedroomed dwelling following approval of outline application DC/15/0756.  

Members had viewed this application prior to the meeting and Mrs. Worthington-Leese 

read out their comments.  Mr. Head had stated this was a substantial development and 

whilst there were mixed densities, his main concern was its close proximity to Serena.   

Messrs Evea and Jerman had no objections to the proposals, nor did Mrs. Jakob.  Mrs. 

Worthington-Leese still felt that the proposal was overdevelopment, but as permission 

had already been granted, she could see no planning grounds to object.   After a short 

discussion, it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC. 

 

(b) DC/18/0775: Land to the rear of Smugglers Hut, Greyfriars Lane.  This application 

was for the erection of a detached single storey dwelling and the construction of a new 

private access road.  Members viewed the plans.  Mr. Jerman felt that the flat roof was 

out of context with the nearby Listed Building (Horsecroft); he also felt this was garden 

grabbing and therefore objected to the proposal.  Mrs. Jakob agreed it was garden 

grabbing and was not convinced by the design either; she also felt that the access was 

problematic.  Mr. Head said that whilst he accepted the area had been degraded by the 

Clubs, the proposal seemed out of character with the local housing.  Mrs. Worthington-

Leese felt that the previous comments sent in May 2015 still stood and she therefore 

strongly objected.  Mr. Evea concurred.  After a short discussion, it was 

UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of STRONG OBJECTION be sent to HDC, stating that the 

proposed design is completely out of character with the two nearby buildings – 

Ivy Cottage and Smugglers Hut.  The site is within the Conservation Area and is 

near to the Grade 11 Listed Building – The Horsecroft.  A higher standard, 

more complementary and sympathetic design should be encouraged.  
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(c) DC/18/0854: High Pines, Amberley Road.  This application was for the erection of a 

three bedroom detached dwelling and new vehicular access from Amberley Road.  

Plans were projected for all to see.  Mr. Head felt that for a development of this size, the 

small plot size and proximity to High Pines was a concern.  He also felt there was not 

enough detail regarding the access onto Amberley Road.  Mr. Jerman felt that this 

proposal was “squigged garden grabbing”.  Members agreed they were all concerned 

about the access onto Amberley Road and felt this was overdevelopment.  Mrs. 

Worthington-Leese stated that the new dwelling would have a very small garden; it 

would be out of context with the surrounding plots, with dangerous access and looking 

at the plans, would involve the removal of several trees.  It was also noted that no tree 

survey had been submitted with the application.  Members concurred.  After a short 

discussion it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of STRONG OBJECTION be sent to HDC, listing the 

comments above including the fact that the amenity space would be out of 

keeping with the surrounding plot sizes. 

 

(d) DC/18/0910: Land South of Oak End, Thakeham Road.  Saxon Weald had 

submitted this application to coppice 3 x Common Hazel trees.  Having viewed the 

details, it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, providing the works were 

undertaken by a qualified tree surgeon.   

 

(e) SDNP/18/01804/FUL: Ashleigh Cottage, Ashleigh Stables, Sullington Lane.  This 

application was for the demolition of the existing house and the erection of a 

replacement house including previously approved extension (part-retrospective).  The 

plans were projected for all to see.  Members had previously agreed that there was 

insufficient information for a decision to be made as there wasn’t a site plan to enable 

the comparison of the original and new building footprints.  As such the Deputy Clerk 

had been instructed to submit a holding comment stating “Members feel that there is 

not enough information to make a considered comment.  No site plan has been 

submitted enabling members to compare the footprint of the new build against the 

footprint of the original.  Therefore they have no option other than to object.”  Since 

submitting this comment, no other plans had come forward and as such, it was 

UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of OBJECTION be sent to HDC, reiterating all the points 

mentioned under the previously submitted holding comment.   

 

155.  Planning Application Decisions – Appendix II.  These were duly NOTED. 

 

156. Planning Applications, Comment Summary – since the meeting 5
th

 April – Appendix III.  

These were duly NOTED. 

 

 One member of the public asked to speak with reference to Agenda item number 8. (l): 

DC/18/0690: St Joseph’s, Monastery Lane.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese stated that the Committee 

had already submitted a comment.  It was mentioned that the proposed first floor side extension 

was considered overdevelopment as it would rise significantly above the current curtilage and 

would be right up against the curtilage of Lady Place, which would quite obviously impact the 

setting of the adjacent Listed Building.  It was observed that the proposed development  
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 adjoined the newly created expansion of the Conservation Area and that consideration should 

be given to returning the current property to a more attractive residency, more in keeping with 

the surrounding area/properties.  After discussion, in light of the new information received, 

Mrs. Worthington-Leese proposed that the application should be reviewed and a supplemental 

comment sent to HDC highlighting the abovementioned concerns and noting that no Design & 

Access or Heritage Statement had been submitted.  It was agreed that the Deputy Clerk would 

compile the additional information for members to review the proposal.  

 

157. Appeal Decision. 

 

(a) DC/17/0808: White Canons, Fryern Park.  The Planning Inspector had dismissed this 

Appeal on 27
th

 April 2018.  She felt that the site was not suitable for a new dwelling due 

to its location in the countryside and that it would fail to comply with the development 

plan’s spatial strategy, set out in Policies 1, 3, 4 and 26 of the HDPF, which seeks to 

focus new housing development in accordance with its settlement hierarchy and within 

identified built-up areas. 

 

158. Enforcement Matters. 

 

(a) Sawyards (Burns Cottage), Manleys Hill – erection of 5 bar gate.  Mrs. 

Worthington-Leese reported that no further update had been received from Highways. 

 

(b) DC/15/1088: Fryern Park Farm – Camping.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese reported that 

on 18
th

 April a response had been received from HDC stating that the HDC housing 

team were trying to re-house the gentleman locally.  They felt that he was safer where 

he was, until such time as they could find him accommodation suitable for his needs 

within Storrington – this could take a few weeks.  The Deputy Clerk had phoned HDC 

Compliance for an update on this matter and was awaiting a response.   

  

(c) EN/18/0116: Maintenance of Burmese Gate, Browns Lane.   This case had been 

allocated to Jo Hopkins at Horsham.  The Deputy Clerk had chased for an update, as 

she had not heard anything since she was notified on 5
th

 April that Jo had been in 

contact with the Management Company.   

 

159. Chairman’s Announcements.   
 

(a) DISC/17/0374: Discharge of Conditions for The Glebe, Monastery Lane.  Mrs 

Worthington-Leese read out our letter which had been sent to HDC’s Planning Officer 

on 19
th

 April regarding the proposed Discharge of Conditions.  No response had been 

received to date. 

 

(b) SDNP/17/05626/FUL: Gerston Farm, Greyfriars Lane.  HDC Committee Meeting 

decision.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese reported that this application had been approved 

with 16 Conditions being imposed.  Members had previously been sent a copy of the 

Decision Notice. 

 

(c) DC/17/0861: Bus Turning Circle, Old Mill Drive.  HDC Committee Meeting 

decision.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese reported that this application had been approved, on 

the proviso that a full and comprehensive strategic design for the whole Diamond area 

was submitted and approved prior to any development.  No decision notice had been 

issued to date.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese reminded members that the applicant had  
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already lodged an Appeal against HDC’s non-determination, so if allowed, any 

Conditions could be negated. 

 

(d) HDC Parish Council Training.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese informed members that this 

would be held on Wednesday 6
th

 June in the Main Conference Room at Parkside from 

1.30-4pm.  Items on the agenda were: NPPF consultation response, recent changes to 

permitted development regulations, changes to the planning duty officer service and 

pre-application charges, Local Plan update and an update on Neighbourhood Planning.  

Anyone wishing to attend should inform the Deputy Clerk.  Mr. Head requested that a 

copy of the presentation slides for this training be obtained and distributed. 

 

(e) Message from South Downs National Park Authority.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese read 

out an e-mail received on 8
th

 May stating that the SDNPA had submitted their Local 

Plan to the Secretary of State for Examination.   

 

(f) Rotary Club Tree Planting.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese read out an e-mail received 

from the Rotary Club expressing their wish to plant between 30 and 50 trees within the 

village and look after them until they became established.  This project had been 

instigated by the Rotary International President to help the environment and they were 

looking for suggestions as to where they could be planted.  This e-mail had been 

distributed to all members in advance of the meeting.  Members discussed this matter 

and agreed that depending on the type of tree and whether the soil was suitable, they 

would be happy to make space available at both Sullington and Storrington Recreation 

Grounds along with the Hormare field.  Members also suggested that the grassed area 

opposite the bus turning circle in Old Mill Drive may also be a suitable area, but this 

was owned by HDC and that the Rotary Club should contact them directly.  It was 

AGREED that the Deputy Clerk would respond to the Rotary Club accordingly. 

 

(g) June’s Planning Meeting – Change of Date.  Mrs. Worthington–Leese announced 

that as there was a drama performance on 14
th

 June, the next Planning Committee 

Meeting would be brought forward one week to 7
th

 June commencing at 7pm. 

 
160. Documents for Councillors to Read.  There were no documents for councillors to read. 

 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.10 pm.  


