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 STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  

HELD IN THE CHANCTONBURY ROOM, THE PARISH HALL, 

THAKEHAM ROAD, STORRINGTON, 

ON WEDNESDAY, 27TH JUNE 2018, 

COMMENCING AT 7.00 p.m. 

 
Present: Mrs A Worthington-Leese in the chair, Ms C Brown, Mrs C Brooker, Mr J Davis, Mr B 

Dent, Mrs B Gilligan, Mr A Head, Mr R Hurley, Mrs M H Jakob, Mr R Jerman, Mr M Lewis, Mr J 

Ross, and Mrs L Wheatley. 

 

Also Present: District Councillor Ray Dawe, County Councillor Paul Marshall 

  1 Member of the Public. 

   
 

26. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  Were received from Mrs Kittle and Mr Evea, (prior 

engagements). The reasons for absence were duly ACCEPTED. 

 

   

27.  TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS. Mr Jerman 

declared an interest in item 21, (Storrington Greenfingers). 

 

 

28. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL 

MEETING HELD ON THE 30TH MAY 2018.  The Minutes were duly AGREED to be a 

correct record of the proceedings thereat and were duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

 

29. MATTERS ARISING:  There were no matters arising 

 

 

30. TO RECEIVE AND IF APPROVED, TO ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE 

FOLLOWING COMMITTEE MEETINGS. 

 

(a) Planning and Development Committee held on 7th June 2018.  The Minutes were duly 

ADOPTED.  Mrs Worthington-Leese reported that a training session on Tree 

management would take place for Members of this committee on 19th July 2018. 

 

Referring to minute no. 14 (Village Gateways), the Clerk had received a number of 

complaints about the siting of one of these gates close to the junction of Heather Way 

with Washington Road.  It had been reported that the gate on the northern side of the 

A283 was affecting the sight line for drivers exiting Heather Way.  Some Councillors 

had driven to the area to see for themselves and it was agreed that the location of the gate 

would need to be reconsidered.  The matter would be put to the ICE committee at its next 

meeting in August. 
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 COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS.   

 

31. HIGHWAYS ENGLAND – A27 IMPROVEMENTS.  County Councillor Marshall 

reported that the South Downs National Park Authority (SDNPA) had instigated a judicial 

review to challenge Highways England’s decision to choose option 5A. Members of the 

Chanctonbury Local Committee (CLC) were incensed that despite extensive consultation and  

 public presentations, the SDNPA had seemingly demonstrated a complete disregard for those 

living in the SDNP and the effects of the poor air quality experienced by residents of 

Storrington. The CLC would be drafting a letter to the SDNPA to express its disappointment 

at this action. 

 

 Mrs Worthington-Leese referred to recent press articles that stated that Storrington had the 

4th poorest air quality in England and reported that Nick Herbert MP would be taking part in 

a Westminster back bench debate on improving air quality on Thursday 28 June. County 

Councillor Marshall confirmed that the MP was aware of the SDNPA’s actions and had also 

expressed his disappointment about this. 

 

 

32. WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL DRAFT SCHOOL EFFECTIVENESS  

STRATEGY. Mr Jerman enquired whether Cllr. Marshall had been in contact with the Head 

of Storrington Primary and Cllr. Marshall responded that despite messages being left, the 

Head had not replied to him as yet. He was in the process of engaging with Head Teachers at 

all of the STARS Schools with particular regard to one of the objectives of the draft school 

strategy which aims for primary schools to be viable and of a sufficient size to provide strong 

outcomes for the children.  Typically the minimum size would be one form entry providing 

210 places or 7 classes of 30 children. Cllr. Marshall pointed out that several of the STARS 

schools had less than 100 students and Head Teachers were naturally concerned about this 

strategy.   

 

 Councillors expressed fears that WSCC’s eventual plan was for the Rock Road site to 

become a super school and Cllr. Marshall stated that he was not aware of any such plans.  He 

did state that the STARS schools were performing well against budgets despite their size. 

 

Mrs Gilligan reported that the Head at Storrington Primary had advised that the school 

would be losing 4 teaching assistants in the summer which would result in just one teaching 

assistant per 60 children. 

 

 

 DISTRICT MATTERS. 

 

33. DC/17/0861 – RECONFIGURATION OF BUS TURNING CIRCLE AT LAND AT 

OLD MILL DRIVE. Members were disappointed to hear that this Planning Application had 

been allowed at Appeal. District Councillor Dawe reported that a meeting had taken place 

with representatives of Waitrose Ltd and some ideas had been put forward with regard to the  
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plan for redeveloping the whole area including the land formerly the garage and buildings 

above and the car park. He suggested that some of the development should be of a 

commercial nature but after recent announcements, it was likely that Waitrose Ltd would be 

looking to make a profit on this area. Cllr Dawe would report further as soon as any progress 

is made. 

 

 Mrs Jakob referred to the Appeal Inspector’s comments regarding school buses parking on 

the bus turning circle which would be displaced as a result of this decision and Cllr Dawe 

agreed that the Inspector appeared to have misunderstood the issue of where they would now 

be able to park.  

 

34.  PROVISION OF DEDICATED PARKING ENFORCEMENT OFFICER FOR THE 

PARISH.  Mrs Worthington-Leese had asked Councillor Dawe to investigate the possibility 

of the Parish Council funding a dedicated Parking Enforcement Officer for the area as 

opposed to the provision of Neighbourhood Wardens.  Cllr Dawe had found out that the 

Traffic Management Act prevents any areas from being given special attention and thereby 

penalising people in one particular vicinity. He also stated that these enforcement powers had 

been delegated to HDC by WSCC and it would be unlikely that WSCC would approve this 

request.  Cllr Dawe suggested that this matter could be revisited once the outcome of the 

current consultation regarding the provision of Wardens and the Parish Council’s ultimate 

decision had been established. 

 

 

35. DC/15/1088 – FRYERN PARK FARM – CAMPING.  Cllr Dawe had been asked to look 

into the matter of the homeless man currently camping on land at Fryern Park Farm.  He read 

aloud a statement from WSCC’s Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub that confirmed that efforts 

were being made to house this person and that Sussex Police and Social Services were aware 

of his situation. Cllr Dawe stated that although every effort was being made to find 

accommodation, this person could not be forced to take it. 

 

Councillors acknowledged that the man was perfectly entitled not to accept housing and 

could camp if that was his choice. However he had now been in situ for much longer than 

allowed as advised by HDC’s Enforcement team and was therefore acting illegally. It was 

felt that he should be moved to a legal site. Reports had been received that he had been 

aggressive and abusive to people in the community and to users of the public footpath along 

the side of the land and this was unfair to law abiding people.  Members pointed out that this 

man had camped on other sites for lengthy periods of time and fears were raised that 

allowing him to stay on Fryern Park Farm for a further period would give the landowner a 

case to apply for residential status on the land.  Cllr Dawe agreed to investigate the legal 

issues raised. 

 

36. DC/18/0690 ST JOSEPHS, MONASTERY LANE.  Cllr Dawe had been asked why this 

item had been removed from the agenda for the last HDC Planning Committee meeting and 

reported that late comments had been received from the Conservation Officer that needed to 

be considered. 
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37. WSCC  - PROPOSED PERMANENT TRAFFIC ORDER – NORTH STREET, WEST 

STREET AND MONASTERY LANE.  A consultation is currently underway to introduce 

lengths of prohibition of waiting or loading at any time on sections of North Street, The 

Square and the High Street and lengths of double yellow lines on the northern side of West 

Street and on both sides of Monastery Lane.  The TRO also proposes the removal of two 

parking bays in West Street to alleviate idling traffic and it was noted that objections from 

the local businesses had been submitted. It was noted that the Parish Council had applied for 

this Traffic Order on behalf of the Air Quality Steering Group in an effort to address all areas 

in the village where traffic is prevented from freely flowing and therefore it was 

UNANIMOUSLY AGREED. 

 

   That the Parish Council should submit a comment in support of this application. 

 

38. STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON AND WASHINGTON NEIGHBOURHOOD 

PLAN – UPDATE.  Mrs Worthington-Leese reported that the Independent Examiner had 

submitted a list of comments requiring the input from the Neighbourhood Plan Steering 

Group and HDC. The Steering Group would be meeting on 17th July to form its responses to 

the examiner and the Clerk would then liaise with HDC’s Neighbourhood Planning Officer 

to reply jointly to the Examiner.   

 

39. NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDENS – UPDATE ON CONSULTATION PROCESS.  

Consultation cards had been sent to all households and so far, approximately 150 responses 

had been received.  The consultation would close on 15th July and whilst it had been planned 

that the Parish Council would decide on the matter at its meeting in August, it was noted that 

some Councillors would not be present.  It was DECIDED. 

 

That all Councillors should contact the Clerk to advise on their availability for 

September and if necessary an extraordinary meeting would be arranged to ensure 

that all Members can be present to cast their vote. 

 

40. PUBLIC TOILETS – UPDATE ON PROCUREMENT PROCESS AND 

REFERENCES RECEIVED.  Members heard that one reference had been received in 

support one company who had submitted a quotation of £78,300 plus VAT for the 

construction of the proposed facility.  One other company had submitted a quotation of 

£55,687 plus VAT but no references had been received.  

 

 Members queried the significant difference in costs quoted and it was noted that the main 

difference was in the cost of building the structure.  It was AGREED. 

 

That Councillors Lewis and Dent would liaise with the Clerk to discuss the 

quotations received and if necessary meet with the companies to discuss the works 

and the difference in building costs. 

Mr Dent enquired whether the cost of moving the electric charging points had been included in the 

quotations received and the Clerk reported that HDC would be undertaking this as part of its plans to 

replace them with faster charging units and Cllr Dawe confirmed this. 
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41. STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP – TO 

CONSIDER APPROVAL OF MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING AS 

RECOMMENDED BY COUNCILLORS EVEA, HURLEY AND LEWIS. Members had 

been provided with a copy of this document and the content was discussed. Some 

Councillors expressed their misgivings about forming a working relationship and the matter 

was put to a vote.  10 in Favour, 2 Against, 1 Abstention. It was therefore AGREED.  

 

That the Clerk would make the amendments to the document and then submit it to 

the Community Partnership for its consideration.  Subject to the Community 

Partnership’s agreement, the document would be signed by both parties in order to 

establish a formal working relationship. 

 

42. TO REVIEW THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE SYSTEM OF INTERNAL 

CONTROL AND TO RECEIVE AND REVIEW THE INTERNAL AUDITOR’S 

REPORT FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 1ST APRIL 2017 TO 31ST MARCH 2018.  All 

Members had been provided with a copy of the Internal Auditor’s report detailing the 

activities undertaken to monitor the records and accounts for the year. It was concluded that 

the inspections were very thorough and it was therefore AGREED. 

   

 That the system of internal control was effective and no further measures were 

required. 

 

43. TO APPOINT THE INTERNAL AUDITOR FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 1ST 

APRIL 2018 TO 31ST MARCH 2019.  It was AGREED. 

 

  That Mr Peter Evans be appointed to undertake the internal audit. 

 

44. TO REVIEW AND APPROVE THE ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT FOR 

THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2018 AND TO AUTHORISE THE 

CHAIRMAN TO SIGN THIS DOCUMENT.  Members had been provided with a copy of 

the Annual Governance Statement and the effectiveness of the system of internal control had 

been reviewed and judged to be satisfactory. It was therefore RESOLVED: 

 

To APPROVE the Annual Governance Statement and AUTHORISE the Chairman 

to sign the document – Section 1 of the Annual Return. 

 

45. TO CONSIDER FOR APPROVAL THE ANNUAL RETURN AND ACCOUNTING 

STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2018 AND IF APPROVED, 

TO AUTHORISE THE CHAIRMAN TO SIGN THESE.  Members were provided with 

copies of the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31st March 2018 for consideration. It 

was RESOLVED: 

 

To APPROVE the Accounting Statements and AUTHORISE the Chairman to sign 

the document – Section 2 of the Annual Return. 
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46. ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS: 

 

(a) Standing Orders. Members had reviewed this document and AGREED. 

That no changes were required.  The document was duly ADOPTED. 

 

(b) Financial Regulations.  Members had reviewed this document and AGREED. 

That no changes were required.  The document was duly ADOPTED. 

 

(c) Policy for dealing with the Press and Media.  Members had reviewed this 

document and Miss Brown had suggested that this policy should include conditions 

about the way in which Members might use social media.  It was AGREED. 

 

That Miss Brown would liaise with the Clerk to add some wording to this 

document and present it for approval at the next meeting of the Council. 

 

47. ANNUAL REVIEW OF FINANCIAL AND NON-FINANCIAL RISK 

ASSESSMENTS.  Members had been presented with copies of these documents and it was 

AGREED. 

 

That the controls and measures to reduce risk were satisfactory as regards to the 

Financial Risk Assessments. 

 

Mr Ross raised concerns that the risk assessment of the pond was not sufficiently robust and 

stated that the risk of revellers falling in should be identified. The Clerk would review the 

Non-Financial Risk Assessment with this in mind. 

 

48. TO REVIEW AND APPROVE THE PARISH COUNCIL’S PENSIONS 

DISCRETIONS POLICY. Members had reviewed this document and AGREED 

 

That no changes were required.  The document was duly ADOPTED. 

  

  

49. TO REVIEW AND AUTHORISE ACCOUNTS TO BE PAID.  Payments in the sum of  

£13,048.99 plus VAT were duly APPROVED. 

 

 

50. BANK RECONCILIATION FOR MAY 2018. Mr Lewis had witnessed the reconciliation 

process and this document was duly NOTED. 
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Mr Jerman took no part in the following decision. 

 

51. STORRINGTON GREENFINGERS – TO RECEIVE ANNUAL ACCOUNTS AND 

CONSIDER GRANT OF £1,200.  Members had received a copy of the Group’s income 

and expenditure for the year ended 31st March 2018 and it was AGREED. 

 

  To provide a grant in the sum of £1,200.00 

 

52. TO CONSIDER REQUESTS FOR DONATIONS. 

  

(a) Kent, Surrey and Sussex Air Ambulance.  The Kent, Surrey and Sussex Air Ambulance 

Trust has requested a donation of £150 to help towards aircraft fuel, protective clothing 

and kit bags.  Mrs Gilligan Proposed, Seconded Mrs Brooker and UNANIMOUSLY 

AGREED. 

 

To donate the sum of £150.00 (Local Government Act 1972, S.137) 

 

(b) Victim Support. This organisation is requesting a donation towards the costs involved 

with providing support to people in Sussex who have been affected by crime. It was 

DECIDED. 

 

Not to donate on this occasion.  

 

Mrs Worthington-Leese and Mr Dent took no part in the following decision as they both expressed 

an interest at this point. The item had not been listed on the agenda. 

 

(c) St Barnabas Hospice/Chestnut Tree House. A grant of £250 is requested as a contribution 

towards the cost of providing palliative care for people with life limiting conditions in 

the Worthing, Adur, Arun and Henfield areas. Mr Jerman Proposed, Seconded Mrs 

Brooker and AGREED. 

 

To donate the sum of £150.00 (Local Government Act 1972, S.137) 

 

53. ITEMS AVAILABLE FOR COUNCILLORS TO READ.  There were no items. 

  

 

54. CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE.   

 

(a) Storrington Village Day 2019.  The Clerk had been approached by a representative of 

the Rotary Club with a proposal to re-introduce the Storrington Village Day.  Initial plans 

are for the event to take place on the 3rd weekend in June commencing early afternoon 

and finishing at about 6pm with some music. Whilst the Rotary Club did not anticipate 

the need for Members to take an active role in the organisation of the event, it was hoped 

that the Parish Council would fund the provision of dustbins and portaloos along with the 

attendance of St John’s Ambulance on the day. 
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55. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ANY URGENT MATTERS.   

 

(a) South Downs National Park – Local Heritage List.  The South Downs National Park is 

in the process of creating a Local Heritage List to identify non-designated heritage assets 

across the Park.  Eventually Parish Councils will be offered the opportunity to put 

forward suggestions for addition to the list but the first step is to establish the criteria 

against which these will be assessed.  These draft criteria can be found on the SDNPA’s 

website and Members are welcome to comment on how they might be improved before 

30th July 2018. 

 

(b) GDPR  Training for Members.  Mrs Worthington-Leese reminded Members that this 

training session had been organised for Monday 9th July at 6:30 pm. 

 

 

56. DATE OF NEXT MEETING AND IF NECESSARY TO CONSIDER GIVING 

DELEGATED POWERS TO THE CLERK AND IN HER ABSENCE, THE DEPUTY 

CLERK UNTIL THE NEXT MEETING.  As it was unusual to hold a Full Council 

Meeting in July, the next meeting would take place on 29th August.  It was AGREED 

 

That the Clerk (and in her absence, the Deputy Clerk) should be given designated 

powers until the next meeting. 

 

 

57. HDC Year of Culture 2019.  Mr Lewis highlighted HDC’s activities to promote the Year of 

Culture in 2019. 

 

 

58. Village Gateways. This item was raised again and it was suggested that as a health and 

safety measure, the gate on the northern side of the A283 should be removed. As this would 

take some time, the Clerk would ask the Premises Manager to remove the slats as soon as 

possible leaving the posts to be removed at a later date.  The matter of other locations for the 

gates would then be investigated via the ICE Committee. 

 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.05pm 


