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STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Recreation and Property Committee held in The Chanctonbury 

Room, The Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington, on Wednesday, 1st August 2018 

commencing at 8.15 p.m. 

 

Present:  Mrs A Worthington-Leese in the Chair, Mr B Dent, Mr A Head, Mr R Hurley, Mr M 

Lewis, and Mrs L Wheatley. 

 

Also Present: 1 Member of the Public 

      

1. Election of Chairman.  Mrs Worthington-Leese proposed Mrs Wheatley, seconded Mr Dent 

and AGREED. 

 

 Mrs. Wheatley would be Chairman of this Committee and duly took the chair. 

 

2. Election of Vice-Chairman.   Mrs Wheatley proposed Mr Lewis seconded Mrs 

Worthington-Leese and it was AGREED. 

 

 Mr Lewis would be Vice-Chairman of this Committee 

 

3. Apologies for Absence:  Were received from Mrs Jakob (Prior engagement) & Mrs Gilligan 

(family issue).  The reasons for absence were duly ACCEPTED. 

 

4. To Receive Declarations of Interest from Members.  There were no declarations of 

interest.  

 

5. To Approve and Sign the Minutes of the Last Meeting held on the 9th May 2018.  The 

minutes were duly APPROVED as being a correct record of the proceedings thereat and 

were signed by the Chairman. 

 

6. Matters Arising. No matters were raised. 

 

 

7. To Consider the Inspection of Play Equipment reports.  Since the last meeting 

Operational Inspection reports of each of the playgrounds had been completed by the Play 

Inspection Company with both areas being assessed as low risk.  Two further local 

inspections had been carried out since then with some items being monitored.  

 

 It was reported that the bases of some of the obstacles at the Skate Park were raised off of the 

ground and this had been reported to Proludic who would be arranging for a site inspection 

to be undertaken and to remedy any issues. 

 

8. Recreation Grounds. 

 

(a) Condition of Hormare Field following recent heat wave and SADCASE event.  The 

Clerk reported that an inspection of the field had been undertaken and whilst the ground 

was obviously parched, there was little sign of any damaged caused as a result of the 

event. In fact the organisers had filled in several holes to improve the surface.  The 

overall condition of the field was discussed and as the Grounds maintenance contract was 

due to be reviewed later this year, it was suggested that further advice could be sought 

from the chosen contractors then. 
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(b) To consider request from residents for the removal or relocation of the bench on the 

Hormare Field. The Clerk had been contacted by 3 residents local to the field requesting 

that the bench be removed or relocated.  This follows a post on the Storrington Village 

Facebook site showing a group of teenagers sitting on the bench with a fire burning in 

front of them.  The residents also report various incidents of anti-social behaviour and 

littering near to this bench which backs onto neighbouring houses and recount an 

incident some years ago where one property’s hedge was burnt down in a similar 

situation. It was noted that this field was being used more frequently since it had been 

relevelled, particularly by the Vipers and that the bench had recently been repaired at the 

request of some of the parents.  It was also noted that the bench was concreted in and 

relocating it elsewhere on the field may impact upon the marking out of the pitches. it 

was AGREED. 

 

To leave the bench in situ for the time being and to ask the Premises 

Manager to monitor the area for evidence of obvious mis-use or anti-social 

behaviour. 

 

(c) Recreation Ground Gates and Access Gates.  Mr Lewis reminded Members that they had 

decided to undertake a review of the access points around the recreation grounds. Whilst 

some of the gates had been replaced, he felt that a number of the remaining ones were in 

need of attention and suggested that all the galvanised gates should be replaced with 

wooden structures.  Mr Head raised concerns about the safety of the access points onto 

the Pulborough Road where there is no path and Mr Hurley suggested that the gate onto 

the toddler playground should be replaced with a safety gate or fitted with a self closing 

mechanism. Mrs Wheatley suggested that Members might find the time to visit the sites 

and look at the access points before giving this subject further consideration at a future 

meeting. The cost implications of gradual replacement of the galvanised gates would also 

need to be explored, 

   

9. Documents for Councillors to Read.  There were no documents. 

 

10. Health and Safety.  No issues were raised. 

 

 Chairman’s Announcements and any other business. 

 

11. Glebe Surgery Development.  Members heard that the senior partner at the Glebe surgery 

had been in contact with the leisure centre to advise that funding has now been received for 

the development of the new medical centre and he was requesting permission to use the car 

park at Storrington Recreation Ground for staff and patient parking during the build.  As the 

car park is owned by the Parish Council, the request had been forwarded to the Clerk.  

Members recalled that planning permission contains a condition regarding the provision of 

parking and the Clerk was asked to look into this before responding to the request.  

 

12. Fencing at Storrington Toddler Playground.  The Clerk was asked to arrange for wire 

mesh to be added to the fence at the area behind the MUGA. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.35 pm 


