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Storrington & Sullington Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning and Development Committee held in The Chanctonbury 

Room, the Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington on Thursday 12th July 2018, commencing 

at 7.00 p.m. 

 

Present:   Mrs. A. Worthington-Leese in the Chair, Mr. B. Dent, Mr. R Evea, Mr. A. Head 

and Mr. M Lewis. 

 

Attendees: 1 member of the public. 

 

15.  Apologies for Absence.  Apologies for absence had been received from Mrs. Jakob and Mr. 

Jerman (prior engagements).  The reasons for absence were duly approved  

 

16. To Receive Declarations of Interest from Members.  There were no declarations of interest. 

 

17. To Approve and Sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 7th June, 2018.  These 

minutes were duly APPROVED as being a correct record of the proceedings thereat and were 

duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

 Matters Arising.  

  

18. (a) Minute No. 6 (d): Rotary Club Tree Planting.   Messrs Dent, Head and Jerman had 

met with members of Storrington Rotary Club on Tuesday 26th June.  Mrs. 

Worthington-Leese read out Mr. Jerman’s report, which confirmed that they had 

reviewed the possible sites for planting and that discussions had taken place regarding 

the types of trees, soil quality, watering and upkeep etc.  There was a wide range of 

trees and hedges on offer, mainly “whips” about a foot tall, however it was agreed that 

it would be better to have fewer trees that were more mature.  The suggested species 

were birches, and black (or similar) poplar, with planting taking place in the late 

Autumn.  Members of the Rotary Club had also agreed to the upkeep of the trees, until 

they were established. 

    

(b) Minute No. 7: Maintenance to Trees at the Parish Hall and Training session.  Mrs. 

Worthington-Leese confirmed that the previously agreed tree works would be 

undertaken on Monday 16th July with the Introduction to VTA Training taking place on 

Thursday 19th July, to date there would be six committee members and three members 

from Storrington Conservation in attendance.   

 

 (c) Minute No. 12(a):  Offer of Oak Trees.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese announced that the 

Deputy Clerk had received confirmation that the resident was happy to hold onto the 

trees until the end of September/beginning of October - being the ideal time to 

transplant them.  They had also mentioned that they may potentially be able to transport 

the trees on to site.  The Deputy Clerk had agreed to contact the resident by the end of 

September to arrange delivery and planting etc.  

  

 (d) Minute No. 14: Village Gateways.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese confirmed that the village 

gateways had been erected on 18th/19th June as planned, however whilst having 

received some very positive comments about the gates, there had been several 

complaints from residents living nearby about the impact on sight lines for vehicles 

exiting Heather Way onto the A283.  As such the Parish Council reviewed the 

positioning of one of the gates and decided to remove the structure on the northern side 

of the road to alleviate the problem.  Inspections on other roads into the Village would 

be undertaken over the next couple of months, to identify a more suitable location for 

the next installation. 
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19. Strategic Housing & Employment Availability Assessment (SHELAA) Review.  Mrs. 

Worthington-Leese read out HDC’s e-mail regarding the SHELAA Call for Sites 2018, which 

would run until Friday 27th July 2018.  She said she felt the document was confusing and 

Members agreed that the SHELAA was totally out of date with sites like The Glebe and Silver 

Birches being shown as not developable!  After a short discussion it was UNANIMOUSLY 

AGREED that a letter be written to the Strategic Planning Team stating that: The Parish 

Council was not prepared to put forward any sites and that HDC should ensure that the 

SHELAA is in line with the Storrington & Sullington and Washington Neighbourhood Plan 

and not state something completely different! 

 

20.  Planning Applications awaiting Comment – Appendix I. 
 

(a) DC/18/1132 & 1133: 33, Church Street.  Members had viewed the plans prior to the 

meeting and Mrs. Worthington-Leese read out members’ comments.  Mr. Head had 

stated that whilst he had no objections to the summer house, he had serious reservations 

about the side extension and porch; this was a Listed Building and he disagreed with the 

removal of the hedge, as it was part of the character of the setting.  Mr. Jerman had 

commented that the site was in the Conservation Area and the proposal would be totally 

out of context with the pair of cottages, it would hide some of the wonderful old bricks 

and chimney and would be totally out of keeping with the existing.  He therefore 

strongly objected.  Messrs Lewis and Dent agreed, saying that it would create a blind 

spot for Browns Lane traffic.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese concurred, adding that the 

proposal would not complement the original building, she therefore also strongly 

objected.  After a short discussion, it was AGREED: 

 

That a comment of STRONG OBJECTION be sent to HDC, listing the 

abovementioned reasons. 

 

(b) DC/18/1357: 56, Hormare Crescent.  This application was for the erection of a single 

storey front extension with the installation of a roof light.  Plans were projected for all 

to see and it was mentioned that extensions of this type were common around Hormare 

Crescent, as such, it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, providing the materials 

match existing.  

 

(c) DC/18/1387: St Mary’s Rectory, Rectory Road.  This application was for surgery to 

6 x Lime Trees (within the Conservation Area).   Mr. Jerman had undertaken a site visit 

prior to the meeting and commented that the trees were a real amenity to the area and 

were in need of maintenance; as such he had no objections to the proposals.  Members 

concurred and after a short discussion it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, providing the works were 

undertaken by a qualified tree surgeon.  

 

(d) SDNP/18/02874/FUL: Greenacres Farm, Ivy Cottage, Washington Road.  The 

plans for the removal of an existing mobile home and the erection of a bungalow were 

projected for all to see.  It was noted that this site was in the SDNP and was outside the 

built-up area boundary. Plans showed that the proposed new dwelling was not in the 

same location as the mobile home that it was said to be replacing.  Mrs. Worthington-

Leese said that the proposals were contrary to both Policy DC1 of the General  
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Development Control Policies and to HDPF Policy 26 (which she read out) and as such 

she objected to the proposal.  It was noted that the houses were originally allowed due 

to the site being a small-holding and whilst the conditions had since been removed, it 

was still in the SDNP.  Mr. Head stated that he would support the proposal if it was for 

the continued use of holiday lets, however as it wasn’t, he objected.  Discussions 

ensued and it was proposed to put the matter to a vote.  With 4 objections and one 

abstention, it was AGREED: 

 

That a comment of OBJECTION be sent to HDC, on the grounds, listing the 

abovementioned reasons. 

 

(e) SDNP/18/03360/HO: Oakwood House, Greyfriars Lane.  This was a retrospective 

application for the installation of 2 air source heat pumps to an existing flat roof.  The 

plans were projected for all to see and whilst it was noted that no block plan had been 

supplied, having looked at Google Earth members had no objections to the application, 

subject to there being no noise pollution to neighbours. As such it was 

UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, subject to there being no 

noise pollution to neighbours.   

 

21.  Planning Application Decisions – Appendix II.  These were duly NOTED.  The Deputy 

Clerk was asked to diarise the removal of the two temporary mobile homes under 

DC/18/0442/SDNP/18/01341/FUL for 20th June 2020. 

 

22. Planning Applications, Comment Summary – since the meeting of 7th June – Appendix 

III.  These were duly NOTED.   

 

23. Appeals Lodged 

 

(a) DC/17/2117: Longbury Hill Wood, Rock Road.  Members noted, that despite the 

works having already been undertaken, an Appeal had been lodged on 13th June, against 

the proposed creation of a new vehicular access into woodland from Rock Road, laying 

of hardstanding to form stacking area and loading bay and access track associated with 

forestry management activities.  As these works had already been undertaken, the Deputy 

Clerk was asked to enquire as to what the appellant was appealing against. 

 

24. Enforcement Matters. 

 

(a) Sawyards (Burns Cottage), Manleys Hill – erection of 5 bar gate.  Mrs. 

Worthington-Leese reported that there was nothing further to report on this matter. 

 

(b) DC/15/1088: Fryern Park Farm – Camping.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese reported that 

whilst members were unhappy about this matter being unresolved, it was now in the 

hands of HDC, WSCC and the relevant authorities.  It was noted that nothing would be 

happening in terms of Enforcement. 

 

(c) EN/18/0116: Maintenance of Burmese Gate, Browns Lane.  Mrs. Worthington-

Leese reported that due to annual leave and suchlike, there was nothing to report other 

than the Deputy Clerk would be liaising with HDC Enforcement on this matter shortly.  
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(d) Compliance Complaint Reference 702202: Fryern Park Farm: alleged 

unauthorised works.  This matter had been raised due to a fence, hedges and trees 

having been removed and an area completely flattened – photographs had been sent to 

HDC Compliance.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese reported that one of HDC’s Case Officers 

had undertaken a site visit last Thursday (5th July) and had sent the office the following 

response: “Although there is what appears to be a new access, as this is a private road 

this does not require planning permission as a new access can be created under 

permitted development. Some trees have been removed from the land, however again as 

there are no tree protection orders there is no breach.”   

 

25. Chairman’s Announcements.   

 

(a) West Sussex Joint Minerals Local Plan – Planning Inspectors Report.  Mrs. 

Worthington-Leese announced that following public examination etc. confirmation had 

been received that the Planning Inspector had now issued his final report which 

confirmed that the Joint Minerals Local Plan was sound. 

 

(b) SDNP Local Heritage List (LHL) Consultation.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese informed 

members that the SDNPA would be looking to create a “Local Heritage List” covering 

the entire park.  In due course, they will invite amenity societies and Parish Councils to 

offer suggested additions to the LHL.  However, in the meantime, a draft set of criteria 

and guidance notes had been prepared and forwarded to members, any comments or 

suggestions to improve the criteria and guidance notes should be sent to the Deputy 

Clerk to collate and return accordingly. 

 

(c) Communication regarding DC/18/0690: St Joseph’s, Monastery Lane.  Mrs. 

Worthington-Leese advised members that she had received a couple of letters from the 

applicant regarding the abovementioned property which were in the office should 

members wish to view them. 

 

26. Documents for Councillors to Read.   

 

(a) HDC’s Planning Training notes.  Although members had been sent an electronic copy 

of these notes on 26th June, it was noted there was a hard copy in the office should 

anyone wish to look at them. 

 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.30 pm.  
 


