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Storrington & Sullington Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning and Development Committee held in The Chanctonbury 

Room, the Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington on Thursday 13th September 2018, 

commencing at 7.00 p.m. 

 

 

Present:   Mrs. A. Worthington-Leese in the Chair, Mr. B. Dent, Mr. R Evea, Mr. A. Head 

and Mr. M Lewis. 

 

Attendees: 3 members of the public. 

 

 

39.  Apologies for Absence.  Apologies for absence had been received from Mrs. M-H Jakob and 

Mr. R. Jerman (prior engagements).  The reasons for absence were duly approved.  

 

40. To Receive Declarations of Interest from Members.  There were no declarations of interest. 

 

41. To Approve and Sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 9th August, 2018.  These 

minutes were duly APPROVED as being a correct record of the proceedings thereat and were 

duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

 Matters Arising.  

  

42. (a)  Minute No. 34(b): Maintenance of the Burmese Gate.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese 

confirmed that an e-mail along with copies of recent photographs of the Burmese Gate 

(kindly taken by Mr. Jerman) had been sent to Storrington and District Museum on 21st 

August, enquiring as to whether  they would like to keep a pictorial record of the gate 

for future reference.  A response from Mr. Thomson had been received the very same 

day thanking the Parish Council for its email and confirming that the museum receives 

many enquiries about the gate and that he had in fact written a piece for Your 

Storrington explaining about the wood and its treatment.  He felt sure that the museum 

would be pleased to assist and confirmed he would circulate our e-mail  to members of 

the Committee.  An e-mail had also been sent to HDC Compliance with accompanying 

photographs, bringing the matter of the greening at the base of the door to their 

attention, in the hope that the Management Company would be asked to carry out some 

form of cleaning.  Their response stated: “Thanks for the information, but as there is 

currently no breach of planning control in relation to the door the compliance case was 

and is closed.  I would suggest that you contact the Management Company ELM direct 

if you wish further works or cleaning to be carried out as there is nothing the Council 

can do to enforce this.  It would be a matter between yourselves and the Management 

Company ELM - however, as I stated in my previous email, the advice from our 

Conservation Officer is that as it is a listed structure any works to it (including 

cleaning) would need to be run past us first in the form of Pre-Application advice to 

ensure they are suitable and listed building consent might also be required.  Our Pre-

Application service can be found on our website 

https://www.horsham.gov.uk/planning/Pre-Application-Planning-Advice.” After a short 

discussion, the Deputy Clerk was asked to write to the Management Company attaching 

copies of the photographs and asking whether any form of cleaning could be 

undertaken. 

https://www.horsham.gov.uk/planning/Pre-Application-Planning-Advice
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   (b) Minute No. 36: DC/17/0374: The Glebe, Storrington  Mrs. Worthington-Leese 

confirmed that the Committee’s comments regarding parking were put to Full Council 

for discussion on 29th August, where it was agreed “that whilst the Parish Council 

should be as accommodating as possible to allow the development to progress 

smoothly, consideration needed to be given to existing users of the car park.”  It had 

been decided:  “… that it would be preferable if those concerned could abide by the 

Management Plan as the car park is used daily by members and staff of the Leisure 

Centre as well as recreation ground users and hirers of the football pavilion.  Parents 

and carers are also encouraged to park there during school pick up and drop off 

times to prevent congestion on Spierbridge Road.  That said, whilst it would not be 

possible to reserve spaces for surgery staff and patients, the car park may be used if 

necessary and if spaces are available.  A request should be made that, where possible, 

school pick up and drop off times should be avoided.” 

 

  It was also reported that the Clerk had been in contact with the Contract Managers for 

both the housing and surgery developments and both had assured her that there was no 

intention to park construction or operative vehicles at the Spierbridge Road car park.   

 

43.  To consider the Purchase and Costings of a selection of books regarding Trees and their 

Diseases.  The Deputy Clerk handed out a list of the suggested books for purchase along with 

costings.  She also notified members of some free leaflets she had acquired.  It was 

UNANIMOUSLY AGREED that as Mr. Jerman was not present (being the Committee’s 

nominated tree guru), members would take this information away to consider and discuss with 

Mr. Jerman at a later date.  Mr. Evea suggested contact be made with the Library to see which, 

if any, of the listed books they stocked. 

 

44.  To Review and make comment on Andrew Gale’s Tree Report following his decay 

evaluation assessment of the English oak to the front of the Parish Hall entrance.  

Members had all viewed the report and felt that following their recent training, the report was 

easier to understand and was most helpful.  After a short discussion is was UNANIMOUSLY 

AGREED to accept Mr. Gale’s recommendation that the tree be re-inspected in three years. 

Should changes to the immediate area occur or fruiting bodies of fungi appear close to, or on 

the tree before the three years, the re-inspection should occur sooner. 

 

45. To ratify Andrew Gale’s Invoice for previously approved tree works (Minute No. 7 of 

June’s  Committee Meeting) at a cost of £2,207.00 (inc VAT).  This Invoice was duly 

ratified. 

 

46.  Planning Applications awaiting Comment – Appendix I. 

 

(a) DC/18/0584: Storrington Squash Club, Greyfriars Lane.  This was an outline 

application for the demolition of the Squash Club and erection of a three-storey 

building, comprising 8 flats (6 x two bedroom and 2 x one bedroom) with 14 associated 

car parking spaces and associated landscaping.  The plans were projected for all to see. 

Mr. Jerman had viewed the documents beforehand and left the following comment: I 

object to the proposals on the grounds that this Club has been classed as an amenity in 

the Neighbourhood Plan and also due to its close proximity to a Listed Building and the 

Conservation Area.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese read out members’ comments and said 

she also strongly objected as the site had been assessed as not suitable for development 

under the Neighbourhood Plan.  Members concurred with the comments and said the 

proposal was not acceptable adjacent to Horsecroft and the Church.  It was also 

mentioned that for a site to be deemed unviable, it needed to have  
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been actively marketed as a business, which members did not believe was the case.  

After discussions, it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of STRONG OBJECTION be sent to HDC, listing the 

abovementioned comments. 

 

(b) DC/18/1594: Scaffold IT UK Ltd, 3 Cootham Lea Workshop.  Mrs. Worthington-

Leese confirmed that due to the 21-day comment period lapsing before this Meeting and 

the fact that the application was controversial and needed to be discussed in public, the 

following HOLDING COMMENT of: OBJECTION : The current hours of work are 

from 08.00 to 18.00  (and not 07.30 as stated in the Planning Statement), to change 

this to 7am would be anti-social for neighbouring properties had been sent to HDC on 

5th September.  After reviewing the documentation, noting that there had been an 

objection from a nearby property and the fact that HDC’s Environmental Health Officer 

had objected to the proposals on the grounds of significant noise impact, it was 

UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: that the holding comment be ratified and HDC Planning 

be informed accordingly. 

 

(c) DC/18/1642 and SDNP/18/04361/FUL: Hurston Place Farm, Hurston Lane (plus 

Amended).  This application was for the change of use of an existing agricultural 

building to a single dwelling along with the change of use of land to domestic 

residential.  Mr. Jerman had again reviewed the plans prior to the meeting and left a 

comment of objection.  Members of the public aired their objections to the proposals 

and commented that the agricultural building was not redundant, as it was being used 

for horses (equine).  Mrs. Worthington-Leese also objected on the grounds that the site 

was in the SDNP (and very visible from the SDNP) and was outside of the Built-up 

Area Boundary and as such was contrary to Policy 26 of the HDPF.  She also disputed 

their infrastructure timings as detailed under the Local Planning section (a) of the 

Planning Statement.  Members agreed that the proposal was totally out of keeping with 

the surrounding properties and was not in the Neighbourhood Plan.  Members felt that 

if the building was no longer required for agricultural purposes it should be removed. 

After a short discussion it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of STRONG OBJECTION be sent to HDC, listing the 

abovementioned reasons. 

 

(d) DC/18/1695: Land South of Kithurst Lane.  This application was for the construction 

of a storage barn and retention of access.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese confirmed that due 

to the 21-day comment period lapsing before this Meeting and the fact that the 

application was controversial and needed to be discussed in public, the following 

HOLDING COMMENT was sent to HDC on 5th September: STRONG OBJECTION 

This application is retrospective and was only received after a Compliance Case had 

been opened.  The proposal is contrary to Policy 26 of the HDPF, due to it not being 

essential to its countryside location; no part of the Kithurst Lane Field is used for 

agriculture or forestry and the site is outside the BUAB.  Please see attached 

photographs showing significant root damage to the trees so that the wall could be 

built along with the new entrance to the right of the existing  gate and associated 

consolidated hardcore works.  WSCC have not approved access (as stated in the 

Design & Access Statement), they simply did not object previously.  Members are 

concerned that the storage barn looks like it could be (potentially) a large triple 

garage for a future house/bungalow.  A member of the public spoke against this 

application.  Members agreed that there appeared to be no legitimate activity to prove  
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the need for the storage barn and the site was not in the Neighbourhood Plan, due to it 

being assessed as undevelopable.  After reviewing the documentation and noting the 

numerous objections from nearby residents it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: that 

the holding comment of STRONG OBJECTION be ratified and that the additional 

notes above be sent to HDC. 

 

(e) DC/18/1767: Smugglers Hut, Greyfriars Lane.  The plans for the erection of a single 

storey rear extension were projected. After a short discussion, it was UNANIMOUSLY 

AGREED: 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, providing the materials 

matched existing.  

 

(f) DC/18/1778: Land to the Front of Sussexdown Care Home, Washington Road.  

This application was for surgery to 1 x Pine and 1 x Conifer.  Again, Mrs. Worthington-

Leese confirmed that due to the 21-day comment period lapsing before this Meeting, 

the following HOLDING COMMENT was sent to HDC on 5th September: 

OBJECTION Both trees appear to be very healthy. Normal surgery would be 

acceptable, however members object to the reason for surgery (reducing signal in the 

area) and the reduction to both trees by 5 metres.  Whilst the pine could probably take 

this reduction (as it is a huge tree), the conifer (larch) would be left looking like a 

telegraph pole as the lower branches have been removed previously.  Should this 

application have come from a network company, members would have been more 

sympathetic.  After reviewing the documentation again, it was UNANIMOUSLY 

AGREED: that the holding comment be ratified and HDC Planning be informed 

accordingly. 

 

(g) DC/18/1860: Wood Myst, Wantley Lane.  This application was for the conversion of 

the existing garage into habitable living space, erection of a single storey rear extension 

and detached garage.  The plans were projected for all to view. After a short discussion, 

it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, providing the materials 

match existing. 

 

(h) DC/18/1889: Conifers, Kithurst Lane.  This application was to fell 1 x Lawson 

Cypress and for Surgery to 2 x English Oaks.  Members viewed the plans and noted that 

the works were being undertaken by Andrew Gale, it was UNANIMOUSLY 

AGREED: 

 

 That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC.  

 

(i) DC/18/1890: 27, Hillside Road.  This application was for surgery to 1 x common 

beech.  Bearing in mind the application was to remove deadwood (permission not 

required), any diseased branches and the works were being undertaken by Andrew 

Gale, it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

 That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC.  
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(j) DC/18/1891: Kurial, Wisborough Lane.  This application was for surgery to 1 x 

Cherry.  The reasons for the tree works were duly considered and the reduction in 

height and pruning were considered acceptable, plus the works were being undertaken 

by Andrew Gale.  After a short discussion,  it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC. 

 

(k) DC/18/1892: Oakwood, Spierbridge Road.  This application was to fell 1 x oak and 1 

x holly with surgery to a number of varieties of others as per plans projected.  Mr. Head 

had visited the site and mentioned that the area was very overgrown, with the subject 

trees being screened by large and neglected trees, presumably the responsibility of 

WSCC.  It was requested that the Deputy Clerk inform County of the overgrown trees 

surrounding the property as they were in dire need of maintenance.  Mr. Head reported 

that the proposed works appeared to be normal maintenance, except the felling of T2, 

however given the density of the trees on this site, its removal seemed unlikely to be 

significant in terms of amenity.  It was noted that the works were being undertaken by 

Andrew Gale, it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

 That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC. 

  

(l) DC/18/1933: 7, Reed Close.  This application was to fell 2 x beech and surgery to 2 x 

beech.  After a short discussion it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

 That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, provided the works were 

undertaken by a qualitied tree surgeon. 

 

47.  Planning Application Decisions – Appendix II.  These were duly NOTED.   

 

48. Planning Applications, Comment Summary – since the meeting of 9th August – Appendix 

III.  These were duly NOTED.   

 

49. Enforcement Matters. 

 

(a) Sawyards (Burns Cottage), Manleys Hill – erection of 5 bar gate.  After reporting at 

last month’s meeting that the 5-bar gate had been removed and since replaced with a 

pedestrian gate, it had been brought to the attention of the office that the fencing had 

since been removed and that a vehicle had been using the non-authorised access and 

parked on the gravel.  Members also reported that a car was seen on this site again on 

the 12th and 13th September.  Members requested that this matter be escalated to County 

Highways again. 

 

(b) Compliance Complaint Reference 702202: Fryern Park Farm: alleged 

unauthorised works.  Despite the owner being given 4 weeks to remove the vehicles 

and tidy up the site, as of 10th September there were still two cars and two caravans in 

the compound along with a blue truck which had also been parked in the field for over 2 

weeks.  This matter had been reported to HDC’s Case Officer, however she was away 

from the office until 17th September.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese mentioned that she had 

also informed HDC’s Leader Councillor Ray Dawe of this matter. The Deputy Clerk 

would inform members of any update in due course.   
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(d) Advertising Signage to the front of Parham Gliding Field, Pulborough Road.  Mrs. 

Worthington-Leese reported that this signage had been removed and that the 

compliance case was now closed. 

 

(e) Land Parcel East of Furzedown, Kithurst Lane: alleged works being undertaken.  

Mrs. Worthington-Leese reported that a retrospective planning application had since 

been received for the works, as discussed under DC/18/1695 above.   

 

50. Appeals Lodged. 

 

(a) DC/17/1989: Land Parcel Adjacent to Hillview, Kithurst Lane.  Mrs. Worthington-

Leese confirmed that the Appeal would  be dealt with by way of written representation 

and that any further representations should reach the Examiner by 10th October 2018.  

The Deputy Clerk was asked to collate the Parish Council’s previous objections to this 

application and e-mail them to members. 

 

(b) DC/17/1990: Land Parcel East of Furzedown, Kithurst Lane.  Mrs. Worthington-

Leese confirmed that the Appeal would  be dealt with by way of written representation 

and that any further representations should reach the Examiner by 10th October 2018.  

The Deputy Clerk was asked to collate the Parish Council’s previous objections to this 

application and e-mail them to members. 

 

51. Chairman’s Announcements.   

 

(a) Tree Work – Storrington Library Car Park.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese read out an e-

mail received from HDC which mentioned that they were about to raise a tree works 

order for the removal of a Willow tree adjacent to the footpath leading from Old Mill 

Drive to the Car Park.  This would result in the closure of this path whilst the work was 

being carried out.  At the moment, HDC were unable to give the exact date the works 

would be undertaken. 

 

(b) HDC Planning Committee South.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese announced that 

application DC/18/0520: The Acorn, Fryern Road was due to be considered at the 

abovementioned meeting.  Members noted it was recommended for approval. 

 

(c) Storrington Tennis Club, Greyfriars Lane.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese informed 

members that it had been brought to her attention that a parcel of land extending 0.52 

hectares (1.3 acres), currently let to the Tennis Club, was up for auction.  The auction 

was yesterday, Wednesday 12th September 2018 at 11:00 am, it was not known, as yet, 

how much the land sold for or who the purchaser was.  The Deputy Clerk was asked to 

ascertain how much the land was sold for and, if possible, who had purchased it.  

 

52. Documents for Councillors to Read. There were no documents to read.  

 

53. Any Other Business.  Charity Farm, Pulborough Road.  It had been reported to the office that 

this site was unsightly and the office had requested that Mr. Lewis try to obtain some 

photographs.  Mr Lewis mentioned that he had been unable to take photographs of the above 

ground swimming pool.  As this site had previously been issued with an Enforcement Notice, 

regarding a swimming pool and play equipment etc., the Deputy Clerk was asked to locate the 

previous conditions and inform HDC Enforcement accordingly. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.55 pm.  


