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 STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  

HELD IN THE CHANCTONBURY ROOM, THE PARISH HALL, 

THAKEHAM ROAD, STORRINGTON, 

ON WEDNESDAY, 31ST OCTOBER 2018, 

COMMENCING AT 7.00 p.m. 

 

 
Present: Mrs A Worthington-Leese in the chair, Mrs C Brooker, Ms C Brown, Mr J Davis, Mr B 

Dent, Mr R Evea, Mrs B Gilligan, Mr A Head, Mr R Hurley, Mr R Jerman, Mrs G Kittle, Mr M 

Lewis, Mr J Ross & Mrs L Wheatley. 

 

Also Present: County Councillor Paul Marshall 

13 Members of the Public  

     
 

 

108. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  Were received from Mrs Jakob (Prior engagement). The 

reason for absence was duly ACCEPTED. District Councillors Dawe and Sanson had also 

extended their apologies. 

 

109.  TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS. Mr Ross 

declared an interest in Item16 (b). 

 

 

110. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON THE 26th SEPTEMBER 2018.  The Minutes were duly AGREED to be a 

correct record of the proceedings thereat and were duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

MATTERS ARISING:   

 

 

111. MINUTE NO. 89 – POLICY FOR DEALING WITH PRESS AND MEDIA.  It was 

reported that Ms Brown was working on a draft policy to be presented for consideration at 

the next meeting on 28th November. 

 

 

112. TO RECEIVE AND IF APPROVED, TO ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE 

FOLLOWING COMMITTEE MEETINGS. 

 

(a) Infrastructure Communications and Environment Committee held on 3rd October 

2018. The Minutes were duly ADOPTED.   

(b) Recreation and Property Committee held on 3rd October 2018.  The Minutes were 

duly ADOPTED.   

(c) Planning and Development Committee held on 11th October 2018.  The Minutes were 

duly ADOPTED.   
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113. COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS.   

 

(a) Traffic Regulation Orders and Community Highways Schemes. County Councillor 

Marshall reported that the TRO to implement “No Waiting” restrictions in North Street, 

Double Yellow lines in Monastery Lane and the removal of two car park spaces in West 

Street had received 10 objections from members of the public.  He advised that all of 

these objections relate to the West Street element of the TRO so it had been decided that 

this part of the TRO would be deferred pending further analysis and the remaining 

elements can therefore be progressed. 

 

Cllr Marshall also reported that the TRO to prohibit HGVs from using the lower part of 

School Hill had progressed to the stage that the works had been scheduled with the 

Contractors. 

 

An application for a Community Highways Scheme to install a footpath on Fryern Road 

had been the subject of an initial assessment by the Highways Department and would be 

progressing to the next stage.  Some Councillors raised concerns about the whether this 

was an appropriate scheme for progression and Cllr Marshall confirmed that a public 

consultation would take place. 

 

A further Community Highways Scheme to prevent the use of Browns Lane, Church 

Street, School Lane and Fern Road as a rat run had also been the subject of an initial 

assessment but the Highways Department had rejected this scheme on the basis that it 

would result in more traffic in the AQMA and through the High Street. 

 

(b) CLC Funding for the Public Toilet.  Cllr Marshall reported that the application for 

funding would be heard at the next CLC meeting on 21st November and he would be 

recommending that the sum of £2,500 be awarded.  He suggested that a representative of 

the Parish Council might attend the meeting to answer any questions that may be raised. 

 

(c) WSCC Consultations.  Members heard that a number of consultations were underway 

to help WSCC explore ways to make up budget shortfalls and Cllr Marshall referred to a 

Bus User Survey that is seeking feedback on proposed changes to some routes. 

 

Miss Brown mentioned another consultation which could potentially result in an increase 

in the amount that people pay towards their own adult care. She enquired whether the 

extra funding awarded to WSCC for the provision of adult services might alleviate the 

need for this increase and Cllr Marshall asked if this and any other questions could be 

emailed to him so that he might look into them.  He also agreed to see if there was a way 

to provide the Parish Council with a link detailing any proposed cuts to services that are 

being considered by WSCC. 
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114. DISTRICT MATTERS.   

 

(a) Unauthorised Camper on Fryern Park Farm.  Mrs Worthington-Leese announced that 

the camper had now moved his tent into the adjacent field and it was reported that this 

may be because the gentleman had been given a restraining order preventing him from 

entering Storrington.  In his capacity of District Councillor, Cllr Marshall said that he 

would look into this. 

 

 

114. STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON AND WASHINGTON NEIGHBOURHOOD 

PLAN – UPDATE.  It had been hoped that the Examiner’s initial report would have been 

received by now but Mrs Worthington-Leese reported that the Steering Group should hear 

something within the next two weeks. 

 

115. SOUTHWATER NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN – REGULATION 14 PUBLIC 

CONSULTATION – TO CONSIDER WHETHER TO RESPOND TO THE 

CONSULTATION WHICH ENDS ON 16TH NOVEMBER 2018.  This Parish Council 

had been invited to take part in this Regulation 14 Public Consultation but due to the distance 

between the two parishes it was DECIDED. 

 

That it would not be appropriate for the Parish Council to comment on the 

Southwater Neighbourhood Plan Consultation Plan and supporting documents. 

 

 

116. NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDENS – TO DECIDE WHETHER TO COMMENCE A 2 

YEAR PILOT SCHEME TO INTRODUCE NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDENS TO 

THE PARISH AT AN APPROXIMATE COST OF £140,000 FOR THE TWO YEAR 

SCHEME (LESS THE SUM OF £30,000 AS A ONE OFF CONTRIBUTION FROM 

HORSHAM DISTRICT COUNCIL) AND IF SO, TO CONSIDER INCREASING 

THE PRECEPT FOR 2019 /2020 TO COVER THE REMAINING COST OF THE 

SCHEME.  This matter had been the subject of several discussions and Members had been 

provided with the results of the public consultation and various pieces of information about 

the role of wardens as well as undertaking their own research. Mrs Worthington-Leese 

suggested that Councillors should hear from members of the public who may wish to speak 

before expressing their own views in turn.  She would then call for the vote. 

 

 The Clerk reported that she had received 3 emails from people in support of the scheme and 

the Council then heard from members of the audience some in support of wardens and some 

who expressed concerns. 
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 Each Councillor was then asked to speak and comments were made both for and against the 

scheme.   

 

Some Members felt that this is a prime example of the lowest tier of government being 

forced to take on responsibility for services that other agencies have abdicated and that by 

accepting this status quo, the Parish Council could be encouraging the higher tiers of 

government to pass the buck on even more services.  Other concerns were raised regarding 

whether the scheme could be considered value for money in the absence of material or 

quantifiable evidence to measure its success in parishes where wardens are in place.  The 

lack of enforcement powers available to the wardens was also highlighted and members 

raised concerns about the expectations of the public that all of the anti-social and drug 

related issues would be resolved by their presence. 

 

 Some Members referred to the public consultation results and although not conclusive, it was 

recognised that there was a small majority in favour of the scheme.  It was felt that even 

though evidence of the success of the scheme was difficult to measure, the public perception 

was that wardens were valued and made a difference to the communities they serve.  A 

number of Councillors expressed support for the pilot scheme on the proviso that a method 

to test robustly and measure the success of the scheme could be devised and the Parish 

Council could reserve the right to abort the programme at the end of the trial period. 

 

 Mrs Worthington-Leese then called for the following to be put to a vote: 

 

That the Parish Council accept the proposal by HDC to commence a 2 year pilot 

scheme to introduce Neighbourhood Wardens at the cost of £140,000 for the 2 

years (less the sum of £30,000 as a one off contribution from HDC) subject to the 

condition that the Parish Council could reserve the right to abort the scheme at the 

end of the trial period. 

 

    9 in Favour, 5 Against.  The motion was therefore carried. 

 

The matter of increasing the Precept to fund the scheme was then discussed. Some Members 

expressed reservations that the proposed increase of £110,000 for the sole purpose of funding 

the wardens meant that the figure might further increase as a result of other budgeting 

pressures.  It was suggested that the budget should be monitored carefully over the two year 

period and the Precept only raised if considered necessary. 

 

Mrs Worthington-Leese then called for the following to be put to a vote: 

 

That the precept be increased by £55,000 each year for the next two financial years 

to fund the cost of the 2 year pilot scheme to introduce Neighbourhood Wardens if 

considered necessary and subject to additional increases that may be identified as a 

result of budgeting pressures. 

 

    Unanimously in Favour.  The motion was therefore carried. 
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117. BUILDINGS MAINTENANCE 

 

(a) To Review Recommendations for Repairs as Proposed by Councillors Dent, 

Head and Hurley Following their Inspections.  Members had been presented with 

a copy of the report prepared following inspections of the Parish Hall, Cricket 

Pavilion and Football Pavilion.  The Premises Manager had reviewed the document 

and indicated that he was able to complete the recommended jobs rather than engage 

contractors but Members would be advised if there was any change to this position.  

The recommended works were therefore APPROVED. 

 

Mr Head reported that the interior of the Football Pavilion and storage units had yet 

to be inspected and this would be arranged. 

  

(b) To Consider Quotation for Emergency Repairs and Replacements for Car Park 

Lights at the Parish Hall at £1,020.00.  The Clerk reported that following a number 

of faults occurring, the Premises Manager had engaged an electrician to inspect the 

lights in the car park to the front and rear of the Parish Hall.  His recommendations 

had resulted in a quotation in the sum of £1,020.00 to replace broken and faulty units 

and repair those that were still usable.  It was AGREED. 

 

That the quotation be ACCEPTED and that the works be arranged as soon 

as possible. 

 

118. BUDGET REVIEW – TO REVIEW CURRENT AND EXPECTED YEAR END 

POSITTION AND REQUIREMENTS FOR 2019/2020 BUDGET.  Members had been 

provided with a copy of the budget and each committee would be reviewing this document at 

their next meetings with a view to considering requirements for 2019/2020.  The Budget and 

Precept for 2019/2020 would then be set at the Full Council meeting on 23rd January 2019. 

 

119. TO REVIEW AND AUTHORISE ACCOUNTS TO BE PAID.  Payments for October in 

the sum of £16,359.84  plus VAT were duly APPROVED. 

 

 

120. BANK RECONCILIATIONS FOR SEPTEMBER 2018.  These documents were duly 

NOTED. 

 

 

121. GDPR – TO REVIEW AND APPROVE INFORMATION SECURITY INCIDENT 

POLICY AS RECOMMENDED BY THE PARISH COUNCIL’S DATA 

PROTECTION OFFICER.  Councillors had been provided with a copy of this document 

which was DULY APPROVED. 
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122. TO RECEIVE AND ADDRESS EXTERNAL AUDITOR’S REPORT FOLLOWING 

COMPLETION OF THE ANNUAL AUDIT FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDING 

31ST MARCH 2018. Whilst it was noted that the External Auditor Report and Certificate 

contained no comments, the name of the Parish was not stated on Section 2 of the Return. 

 

 

123. REQUESTS FOR DONATIONS. 

 

(a) Royal British Legion – Wreaths for Remembrance Sunday and donation towards cost of 

post service refreshments.  As is customary, the Parish Council has been asked to 

consider purchasing wreaths to be laid at each of the church services, the Roll of Honour 

and the Memorial Pond and to contribute towards the post service refreshments at the 

Sports and Social Club.  It was AGREED. 

 

To purchase wreaths at the sum of £134 and to donate the sum of £175 towards 

refreshments following the service at St Mary’s Storrington on Sunday 11th 

November.  (Local Government Act 1972 s137) 

 

Mr Ross took no part in the following discussion. 

 

(b) Mary How Trust – Request for donation of £250 or other amount at the Parish Council’s 

discretion. This request was discussed and it was AGREED. 

 

To donate the sum of £275 to cover the cost of one health screening.  
(Local Government Act 1972 s137) 

 

(c) Age UK Horsham – Request for donation of £300 or other amount at the Parish 

Council’s discretion.  This request was discussed and it was AGREED. 

 

Not to donate on this occasion. 

 

124. ITEMS AVAILABLE FOR COUNCILLORS TO READ.   

  

(a) Times Past – Storrington Museum Magazine.  Mr Evea took this to read. 

  

125. CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE.   

  

(a) Kent Surrey and Sussex Air Ambulance Trust.   The Trust had written a letter of thanks 

for the Parish Council’s donation. 
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126. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

 

(a) A27 Arundel Bypass Scheme – Decision by Highways England to carry out a further 

non-statutory consultation in Spring 2019.  Members were advised that this new 

consultation will be taking place. 

 

127. DATE OF NEXT MEETING. Wednesday 28th November 2018. 

 

 

128. ADJOURNMENT.  No Matters were raised. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.00 pm. 


