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Storrington & Sullington Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning and Development Committee held in The Chanctonbury 

Room, the Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington on Thursday 8th November 2018, 

commencing at 7.00 p.m. 

 

 

Present:    Mrs. A. Worthington-Leese in the Chair, Mr. B. Dent, Mrs. M-H Jakob, 

Mr. R. Jerman and Mr. A. Head. 

 

68.  Apologies for Absence.  Apologies for absence had been received from Messrs. Evea and 

Lewis (prior engagements).  The reasons for absence were duly approved.  

 

69. To Receive Declarations of Interest from Members.  Mr. Head declared an interest in 

Agenda item no. 9 (b) DC/18/2232: 32, Swan Close. 

 

70. To Approve and Sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 13th September, 2018.  These 

minutes were duly APPROVED as being a correct record of the proceedings thereat and were 

duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

 Matters Arising.  

  

71. (a)  Minute No. 57(a): Maintenance of the Burmese Gate.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese 

reported that as no response had been received to our original letter, the Deputy Clerk 

had chased again via both ELM’s website and e-mail.  The office subsequently received 

a response on 7th November which confirmed that the new Area Manager responsible 

for this matter was Simon Dodd and that Simon would be speaking to the Residents 

Association regarding the matter and would be in touch with the Parish Office in due 

course. 

 

   (b) Minute No. 58: Purchase of Books on Trees.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese confirmed that 

the selection of books had been received and were now in the office for members to 

view.   

 

 (c) Minute No. 59: The Glade Trees.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese confirmed that quotations 

had been received from Andrew Gale for the works to the trees to the rear of numbers 

12 and 18 Greenfield Way and that Mr. Jerman would be meeting a representative from 

Sussex Tree Surgery on site on Friday 9th November to discuss the proposed works.  

Unfortunately, no response had been received from the third company – Head for 

Heights Tree Surgery.  Once quotations had been received, the Deputy Clerk would 

send them to members to review, before discussing the costings with the residents 

concerned.  Since discussing this matter at our 11th October meeting, a further letter had 

been received from the residents of 1, Downsview Avenue detailing their concerns 

regarding trees to the rear of their garden (also from the Glade) and Mr. Jerman has 

agreed to look at these trees when visiting the site tomorrow. 

 

 (d) Minute No. 61 (d): DC/18/2086: Fryern Place, Fryern Park.  Mrs. Worthington-

Leese confirmed that both she and Mr. Jerman had undertaken a site visit to view the 

trees and that their comments had been sent to members for approval.  These were 

agreed and a comment of STRONG OBJECTION was sent to HDC on 16th October, 

with the following details: “It should be noted that the plan contradicts the description  
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  of works.  All the trees are in need of maintenance.  Whilst members have no problem 

with the felling of the leylandii (due to their condition and considerable lean), they do 

strongly object to the felling of the oak and the cedar.  The oak is large, of great 

amenity value and is a prominent feature of the street scene; this should not be felled 

but would benefit from the dead limbs being removed.  The Cedar could also be saved 

by crown lifting and general maintenance.  As the application has not been submitted 

by a Tree Surgeon, Members request a visit be made to the site by HDC's 

Arboriculturalist.”  

 

72.  To consider Andrew Gale’s Quotation for works to the trees on the pathway leading to 

the Leisure Centre, at a cost of £375 + VAT.  Members reviewed the quotation and noted 

that works were actually required to four trees along the pathway.  After a short discussion it 

was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to ACCEPT the quotation for £375 plus VAT and that the 

Deputy Clerk should instruct Andrew Gale to undertake this work at his earliest convenience.    

 

73.  To consider Andrew Gale’s Quotation for the removal of a Rowan (along the north fence 

line to the football pitch), which he noted had a distinct lean towards the footpath and 

vertical split along its lower stem, at a cost of £116.67 + VAT.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese 

reported that whilst Andrew Gale was on site viewing the tree mentioned in 72. above, he 

noted that a Rowan along the north fence line with the football pitch required felling due to its 

considerable lean and vertical split along its lower stem.  The quotation was discussed and for 

safety reasons it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to ACCEPT the quotation for £116.67 plus 

VAT and requested that the Deputy Clerk instruct Andrew Gale to undertake this work at his 

earliest convenience.   

  

74. To make comment on the Review of the South Downs National Park’s Local List for 

Validation of SDNP Planning Applications.  This information had been forwarded to 

members on 18th October.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese informed members that the eight week 

consultation period ran from 19th October until 5pm on 14th December and read out Mr. Head’s 

comments.  Bearing in mind his was the only comment that the office had received, it was 

AGREED that members should review the document and send their comments to the Deputy 

Clerk to collate, and circulate for agreement, before sending them to the SDNPA.  The Deputy 

Clerk was instructed to resend the information to members. 

 

75. Budget Review and Consideration of 2019/2020 requirements.  Members noted the budget 

balance for the remainder of this financial year was £2,120.84; however it should be 

highlighted that there were a number of outstanding quotations and assessments to be 

authorised and paid which should be taken into consideration.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese 

suggested that in light of a recent court case regarding liability on parish/district owned trees 

the tree budget be increased to £5,000 in order that inspections of trees in areas where people 

or property could be at risk from tree failure could be undertaken more frequently.  Members 

felt that this would not be enough and Mr. Jerman proposed the sum of £6,000, this was 

discussed and seconded by Mr. Head and UNANIMOUSLY AGREED:  

 

76.  Planning Applications awaiting Comment – Appendix I. 

 

(a) DC/18/2198: High Pines, Amberley Road.  This application was for erection of a 

three bedroom detached dwelling and new vehicular access from Amberley Road.  The 

plans were projected for all to see and Mrs. Worthington-Leese read out members’ 

comments.  Mr. Jerman felt that the proposal was garden grabbing and that the 

proposed location for access onto Amberley Road was dreadful, he therefore objected  
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to the proposal.  Mr. Dent said that moving the location of the proposed house, did not 

address his previous concerns and as such he objected.  Mrs. Jakob concurred.  Mrs. 

Worthington-Leese stated that given that a very similar application was refused in June 

2018 on the grounds that it was “cramped” and “detrimental to the character of the site 

and wider surrounds….harmful to the residential amenity of the host dwelling and  

future occupants of the proposed dwelling”  she did not consider that anything had 

changed and strongly objected to the proposal.   Members concurred and after 

discussion it UNANIMOUSLY AGREED:  
 

That a comment of STRONG OBJECTION be sent to HDC, listing the details 

above. 
 

(b) DC/18/2232: 32, Swan Close.  This application was to fell 1 x oak tree.  Mr. Head took 

no part in the discussions.  Mr. Jerman reported that he had undertaken a site visit and 

found the oak to be an excellent large specimen and an amenity to the area.  He could 

see where a large limb had been torn off, but felt sure that this was almost certainly due 

to lack of routine maintenance.  Whilst the tree was in very good condition, he cited 

that some maintenance was needed, particularly to the torn end of the branch and for 

general upkeep.  He mentioned that shade, acorns, leaves and general mess were NOT 

reasons to fell a tree and as such he strongly objected to the proposal.  Members 

concurred with his report and felt that the explanations stated were not valid reasons to 

fell a perfectly healthy tree that was there before the properties.  Mrs. Jakob pointed out 

that no arboricultural/expert advice had been provided and felt that this should be 

undertaken, with a view to ascertaining any possible danger and how said danger could 

be mitigated e.g. surgery/pruning.  After a short discussion, it was AGREED: 

 

That a comment of STRONG OBJECTION be sent to HDC, requesting that 

HDC’s Arboricultural Officer undertake a site visit to examine the tree and 

stating members’ views that some routine maintenance should be undertaken by 

a qualified Tree Surgeon to preserve the life of the tree. 

 

(c) DC/18/2239: Hareswith House, West Chiltington Road.  This application was for the 

erection of two storey side extensions, a two storey front extension and a detached 

garage.  Plans were projected for all to view.  Members mentioned that there were no 

near neighbours that this could affect.  After a short discussion it was 

UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, providing the materials 

matched existing. 

 

(d) DC/18/2248: Fryern Park, Fryern Place, Fryern Road.  This application was for the 

erection of a two storey side extension, single storey rear extension and replacement of 

windows and cladding. The plans were projected for all to view and after a short 

discussion, it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, providing the materials 

matched existing. 

 

(e) DC/18/2270: The First House, Bax Close.  This application was for the erection of a 

summer house.  The plans were projected and it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC. 
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(f) DC/18/2276: North Street Car Park, North Street.  This application was for a public 

toilet facility within the Library Car Park.  The reason for this application was the 

change from a brick built facility to a modular one.  Bearing in mind the application had 

been submitted by the Parish Council, it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED:  

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC. 

 

(g) DC/18/2297: Garden House, Land adjacent to Cootham Cottage, Chapel Lane.  

This application was for variations to Conditions 3 and 4 of previously approved 

DC/18/1614.  Plans were projected for all to see and after a short discussion, it was 

UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC. 

 

(h) WSCC/044/18/SR: Sandgate Park Quarry, Sandgate Lane.  This application was for 

the continuation of working the mineral (sand extraction), but with an enhanced 

restoration scheme for nature conservation and informal recreation involving the 

importation of 1.8 million tonnes of inert material over a period of eleven years.  Due to 

the size of the application and to the delay in receiving a hard copy of the 

documentation, only a few members had viewed the plans prior to the meeting.  

Members had also been sent a copy of a briefing note from Sandgate Conservation 

Society regarding this proposal.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese read our Messrs. Jerman and 

Head’s comments along with Mrs. Jakob’s and her own.  Bearing in mind that the 

comment deadline for external consultees was today i.e. 8th November, the Clerk had 

managed to obtain an extension of one day, which meant any such comments should be 

submitted tomorrow (Friday 9th November).   Whilst members agreed that advancing 

the completion date of the park was to be welcomed, they did express their concerns 

over the increase in the number of HGVs that this proposal would entail – equivalent to 

one every five minutes, onto an already extremely busy A283.  Members also expressed 

their concern about the environmental assessment and the potential for contamination.  

A number of issues were raised and after lengthy discussions, it was UNANIMOUSLY 

AGREED: 

 

 That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to WSCC Planning Department 

provided the following Conditions are imposed should the application be 

permitted: 

 

- All HGVs must be the current Euro 6 standard and be kept up to the latest 

standard throughout the duration of the project. 

 

- Condition imposed to prevent the arrival/departure of HGVs during peak 

traffic times, when the A283 is already gridlocked. This would assist with 

detrimental effects on air quality and congestion on the local roads. 

 

- Wheel-washing and dust control measures must be kept in place at all 

times. 

 

- There must be a condition that ALL site traffic must go via the A24 and 

NOT come through the village and into the AQMA. 

 

- Some form of traffic control such as traffic lights should be installed on the 

Water Lane/A283 junction. 
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- As members are concerned about the environmental assessment and the 

potential for contamination, they request that some form of insurance be put 

in place to deal with this should it arise. 

 

- There must be some agreement in respect of ongoing maintenance of the 

wetland and green areas (beyond the 5 years proposed) – perhaps in the 

form of a commuted sum for maintenance.         

 

77.  Planning Application Decisions – Appendix II.  These were duly NOTED.   

 

78. Planning Applications, Comment Summary – since the meeting of 11th October – 

Appendix III.  These were duly NOTED.   

 

79. Enforcement Matters. 

 

(a) Sawyards (Burns Cottage), Manleys Hill – erection of 5 bar gate.  Mrs. 

Worthington-Leese again had to report that no response had been received from 

Highways.  She asked that the Deputy Clerk forward all previous correspondence 

regarding this matter to her in order that she could escalate it.  

 

(b) Compliance Complaint Reference 702202: Fryern Park Farm: alleged 

unauthorised works.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese reported to members that she had been 

in communication with Ray Dawe at HDC regarding this issue. 

 

(d) Miljaz Barn, Pulborough Road – erection of an above ground swimming pool.  

Mrs. Worthington-Leese read out a response that had been received from HDC’s Case 

Officer on 17th October.  This stated that she had visited the site the previous week and 

had advised the owners that the pool was a breach of the Enforcement Notice and that 

she would be putting that in writing that day.  The Deputy Clerk had chased for an 

update and an apology had been received, stating that the Case Officer had been away 

from the office for a couple of weeks.  This response confirmed that a letter had been 

sent to the residents on 6th November, advising them of the breach and the need to 

remove the swimming pool and the satellite dish (that has been positioned on the gable 

end of the historic barn) without Listed Building consent.  She had requested 

compliance within 21 days and would be undertaking a site visit when the time limit 

had elapsed (27th November). 

 

80. Chairman’s Announcements.   

 

(a) DC/18/0584: Storrington Squash Club, Greyfriars Lane.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese 

thanked Mrs. Jakob for attending HDC’s Committee South Meeting on 16th October.  

She reported that the application was permitted, with Conditions as per Appendix II. 

 

(b) E-mail from HDC’s Arboricultural Officer regarding the matter of liability for 

Parish-owned tree stock and similar e-mail from Zurich.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese 

referred to the abovementioned documents, sent to members of the Committee 

yesterday.  Whilst it was recognised that Storrington Conservation Society regularly 

undertook inspections of Parish owned trees and any identified works were undertaken, 

discussions ensued regarding the possibility of reviewing the Parish Council’s current 

procedures, especially regarding Parish owned trees in areas where people or property 

(including vehicles) could be at risk from tree failure…for example Pulborough Road.  

It was AGREED that the Deputy Clerk should identify trees owned by the Parish  
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Council in high risk areas and forward the list to members.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese 

suggested that in light of the court case mentioned previously, a Qualified 

Arboriculturalist should be employed to carry out risk assessments to any high-risk 

trees. Mr. Dent suggested that perhaps the Arboriculturalist should assess all Parish 

owned trees in the first instance.  After discussion, it was suggested that once the 

Deputy Clerk had created the list, with the help of Mr. Jerman, that this matter be put 

on the next Planning & Development Committee’s Agenda for discussion, review and 

agreement. 

 

81. Documents for Councillors to Read.  

 

(a) Landscape & Amenity Product Update – November 2018 Edition.  Mr. Jerman took 

away this document to read. 

 

(b) National Tree Safety Group – Common Sense Risk Management of Trees Guide.  

Mrs. Worthington-Leese informed members that the Deputy Clerk had sourced some 

documentation which would assist in future discussions regarding 80(B) above. 

 

 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.10 pm.  


