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STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Infrastructure, Communications and Environment Committee held in 

The Main Hall, The Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington, on Wednesday, 9th January 2019 

commencing at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Present:  Mr Lewis in the Chair, Mrs C Brooker, Miss C Brown, Mr J Davis, Mr A Head, Mr R Hurley, Mr 

J Ross and Mrs A Worthington-Leese 

 

In Attendance:  Mrs L Wheatley and Mr B Dent. 

              

55. Apologies for Absence. Apologies were received from Cllrs Jerman & Kittle (prior engagements). 

The reasons for absence were duly ACCEPTED. 

 

Members Not Present:  Mrs B Gilligan. 

 

56. To Receive Declarations of Interest from Members.  There were no declarations of interest. 

 

57. To Approve and Sign the Minutes of the Last Meeting held on the 7th November 2018.   The 

minutes were duly APPROVED as being a correct record of the proceedings thereat and were 

signed by the Chairman.  

 

 Matters Arising.   

 

58. Minute No. 43 – Village Gateways.  Mr Lewis reported that the Clerk had obtained costings for 

ready made structures from one manufacturer but was finding it difficult to locate any alternative 

suppliers.  Enquiries had been made with the Sussex Association of Local Councils and the Full 

Council would be asked to consider whether to extend the pilot scheme to other locations at a future 

meeting.  A brief discussion took place regarding the potential cost of implementing the projects at 

all access points to the village and the merits of other visual speed deterrents such as flower beds and 

village signs were offered as alternative methods to indicate that drivers are entering a village and 

should alter their speed accordingly. 

 

59. Minute No. 44 - Village Flags and Flagpoles - Update.  The Clerk reported that the repairs to the 

flagpole at the Parish Hall had now been completed.  

 

Mr Lewis had obtained an approximate quotation of £5,000.00 for the commission of 4 different flag 

designs (Union Flag, St George Cross, Sussex Martlets and the Storrington Duck Race design) plus 

the poles and brackets that would be required and the Parish Council would be asked to consider this 

project as part of the CIL priorities list at a future meeting.  It was noted however that further 

quotations for the supply of the flag designs would need to be obtained for comparative purposes. 

 

Three quotations had now been received to supply and install a new village flagpole and the Clerk 

was awaiting advice from the WSCC Highways Team about whether a licence and planning 

permission would be required. 

 

60. Minute No. 46 - Visitor Information Map. The Clerk had obtained two quotations for the 

production of the map using materials similar to the existing car park charging information boards.  

Mr Lewis commented that the costs were surprisingly low and suggested that one initial order be 

made to assess the quality of the work before commissioning all three maps.  This was AGREED.  

 

The Clerk was asked to contact The Sign Shop to arrange for one prototype map to be 

produced at a cost of £75.00 plus VAT. 
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61. Minute No. 60 – Highways and Infrastructure Working Party.  Members had been provided with 

the notes from the latest meeting on 29th November and a number of recommendations had been 

drawn up for consideration by the Full Council at a future meeting. 

 

62. Christmas 

 

(a) Feedback following 2018 Christmas Evening.  Once again the event was successful with a 

good turnout despite the weather.  It was noted however that the organisation of stalls / 

gazebos etc. could be improved as there appeared to be a period of chaos where attendees 

were arriving at different times, requiring vehicular access to closed roads etc.  It was 

suggested that should the event go ahead for 2019, a working party would need to be formed 

to plan the event more cohesively.  Councillors Davis, Jerman and Lewis were thanked for 

their valued assistance at the beginning and end of the evening. 

 

(b) Streetlamp Infrastructure Requirements.  A small number of faults had been reported with the 

festive streetlights during the Christmas period and the maintenance contractor had reported 

that the electrical infrastructure inside each light was becoming worn with age and would 

require replacement at some stage.  The potential cost to update all of the lampposts in one go 

could be as much as £4,750 plus vat (£250 per light) so it was suggested that replacements be 

undertaken on an individual basis as and when necessary over the next two years whilst the 

current lights contract is in place and that the Parish Council review the position at that stage.  

This approach was AGREED. 

 

63. Public Toilet. 

  

(a) HDC – Relocation of Electronic Charging Points.  The Clerk reported that planning 

permission for the new design had now been received but there appeared to be some 

misunderstanding at HDC about who would be responsible for relocating the charging points.  

The Clerk had been in contact with the CEO at HDC who had arranged for a small working 

party to be formed at HDC to deal with this. 

 

(b) To Consider options for Entry System.  The Clerk had been in contact with a representative 

from Healthmatic with regard to the build process who had advised against the option of a 

charging system for entry to the facility.  He suggested that the cost of managing the cash, 

usability of the toilet and increased possibility of vandalism to access the money, may 

become obstacles that would need to be overcome.  He advised that considering the location 

and potential usage, the income would not be sufficient to overcome these issues and that the 

facility could still be programmed to automatically open and close at given times.  The matter 

was discussed and it was AGREED. 

 

That the facility will be free to use for an initial period but subject to review. 

 

64. Bench Around Tree on Place Villerest.  Members were reminded that Mr Jerman had previously 

reported that this bench was damaged and the Clerk had been looking into the costs to replace the 

bench versus repair.  A variety of new designs were shown to councillors with prices ranging from 

£200 to £800 depending on size and materials.  Cllr Brown reported that the Windmills WI was 

about to celebrate its 50th Anniversary and had been considering ways to commemorate the event. 

One of the options was to provide a bench for the village with a small plaque and it was suggested 

that Cllr Brown raise the possibility of supporting this new tree bench at the next meeting of the WI 

and liaise with the Clerk regarding this. 
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65.  HDC Showcase Tour 2019 – Update on Plans for Event.  Members had been advised that HDC is 

planning this tour as part of the 2019 Year of Culture.  The date has been set as 24th March and 

approximately 30 vehicles will commence the tour of the district from Christ’s Hospital, finishing at 

Leonardslee.  Storrington would be a stopping point on the tour and SADCASE and the Italian 

Market had both confirmed that they could take part. The Clerk had attended a meeting hosted by 

HDC to plan the event on 21st November where it be suggested that Storrington could be the lunch 

time stop.  This would mean that the vehicles would be in situ for an extended period but the Parish 

Council would need to provide the lunches for the drivers. 

 

Members were reminded that these lunches had been donated by local businesses for a similar event 

(Italia Piazza Tour) and that a small sum of monies were available from HDC to assist the villages 

with their preparations for the tour.  It had also been suggested that the Italian Market be placed in 

Old Mill Drive in an effort to encourage visitors onto the High Street any beyond for the day and to 

provide more space for SADCASE Vehicles as well as those on the tour.  It was AGREED. 

 

That Storrington will host the Lunchtime stop and that the Italian Market would be placed 

in Old Mill Drive.  The Clerk would need to apply for the road closure and for permission 

to close the North Street Car Park to host the event. 

 

66. To Confirm Budget Requirements for Approval by Full Council.  Members had been provided 

with the current figures against budget and suggestions for the 2019 /2020 committee budget which 

would be presented to the Full Council for consideration on 23rd January.  Mr Lewis referred to the 

Street Furniture Budget and the earlier conversation regarding village gateways so this budget would 

need to be decided by Full Council.  Miss Brown queried the proposed budget for digital 

communications. She suggested that, in light of the expected increase in precept for Wardens etc. the 

Parish Council should be looking to cut unnecessary expenditure where possible and it was therefore 

agreed that the budget for digital communications should be removed.  With these amendments the 

Committee Budget was APPROVED. 

 

67. Notice Board at front of Parish Hall – Request from Little Bears Pre-School to advertise.  The 

Clerk at been approached by the in-house Pre-school for permission to display some form of 

advertisement at the front of the Parish Hall and it had been suggested that the existing notice board 

be replaced by something bearing the logo and contact details of the pre-school.  The idea was for the 

Pre-school to approach Barratt Homes for funding. Members acknowledged that the existing board 

was in need of some attention and the Clerk was permitted to explore this further with the Pre-

school. 

 

68. Documents for Councillors to Read.  There were no documents. 

 

69. Health and Safety.  No issues were raised. 

  

 Chairman’s Announcements and any other business.   

 

70. Sussex Local Article.  It was suggested that this monthly article should include details of the Parish 

Council website where the agendas and minutes from meetings can be found.  The Clerk would 

action this. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.00 pm 


