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Storrington & Sullington Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning and Development Committee held in The Chanctonbury 

Room, the Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington on Thursday 10th January 2019, 

commencing at 7.00 p.m. 

 

 

Present:   Mrs. A. Worthington-Leese in the Chair, Mr. B. Dent, Mr. R. Evea, Mrs. M. 

Jakob and Mr. A. Head. 

 

Attendees: 2 Members of the Public 

 

98.  Apologies for Absence.  Apologies for absence had been received from Mr. Jerman (prior 

engagement).  The reason for absence was duly approved.  

 

99. To Receive Declarations of Interest from Members.  There were no declarations of interest. 

 

100. To Approve and Sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 13th December 2018.  These 

minutes were duly APPROVED as being a correct record of the proceedings thereat and were 

duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

 Matters Arising.  

  

101. (a)  Minute No. 85(a): Maintenance of the Burmese Gate.  As there did not appear to 

have been any further communication from the Elm Group regarding this matter, the 

Clerk had emailed to request a progress report. 

 

   (b) Minute No. 85(d): Identification of Parish Owned Trees – Update.  It was agreed at 

the last meeting that the Deputy Clerk would make a list of the locations of Parish 

owned trees and would liaise with Mr Jerman to identify each individual species.  This 

work would take place over the coming months.  

 

 (c) Minute No. 86: Tree Works to the Glade - Update.  It was reported that works to fell 

the two Sycamores had been completed and during the process, it had been identified 

that the abnormal growth structure of one of these trees had caused defects to an Ash 

tree which would require attention.  Whilst on site, the Contractor had also noticed that 

there is a large Oak tree overhanging the footpath which is holding a large amount of 

deadwood and works to remove this deadwood were recommended along with felling 

of the Ash tree.  The Clerk reported that she had received a request from a resident of 

Greenfield Way that he be authorised to arrange for some surgery to be carried out on 

trees overhanging his property and also contact from another resident expressing 

concerns about some species nearby to his property.  It was suggested that a full 

inspection of all of the trees on the Glade should be undertaken in order to identify any 

further works required for health and safety reasons. Neighbouring residents could be 

informed of this inspection and be invited to submit any concerns they may have on this 

basis. It was AGREED. 

 

 That Sussex Tree Surgery be authorised to carry out the emergency works to 

the Oak and the Ash tree and that a full inspection of the trees on The Glade 

be commissioned. 

 

 (d) Minute No. 87: Removal of Weeping Willow at Storrington Memorial Pond – 

Update.  It was reported that this work had been scheduled for 14th February 2019.  
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 (e) Minute No. 89: Emergency Tree Works at the Hormare Field – Update.  This work 

had been completed on 20th December 2018. 

 

(f) Minute No. 90: DISC/18/0384 – Landscape Buffer / Fencing at the Glebe Field – 

Update. As instructed at the last meeting, the Deputy Clerk had collated members 

comments and sent a Strong Objection to HDC Planning Department in response to 

Millwood’s application to change the design and appearance of the fence line from the 

landscape buffer.  No response had been received as yet. 

 

(g) Minute No. 91: Tree Condition Survey – Update.  Since the last meeting, works to 

fell the Willow at Storrington Memorial Pond had been arranged.  The lease for 

Ravenscroft Allotments appeared to indicate that responsibility for the trees remains 

with the landowner so the Deputy Clerk would get in contact with West Sussex County 

Council to advise them of the condition of the Ash trees referred to in the survey. 

Arrangements had been made to carry out works to a number of trees at Storrington 

Recreation Ground and as discussed earlier in the meeting, further inspection would 

be carried out at The Glade. 

 

102. To discuss concerns expressed by residents regarding the condition of some trees along 

Water Lane.  It was reported that a number of residents at Water Lane had been raising 

concerns regarding the condition of the trees along the lane over the last few months, 

particularly in regard to them overhanging at low level onto the road causing vehicles to 

swerve into the middle of the road, or on regular occasions, hit the trees causing scarring and 

broken branches to fall onto the road. It was also noted that a tree had fallen onto Water Lane 

in recent weeks but luckily, no one had been hurt on this occasion.  In light of recent publicity 

regarding the management of trees on public land, and of the fact that Water Lane is a 

designated route for lorries and HGVs, it was suggested that the Parish Council should write to 

West Sussex County Council, with a copy to County Councillor Paul Marshall, advising of the 

perceived risk to public safety and to enquire about their tree inspection and management 

process and how they deal with privately owned trees that cause obstacles to the public 

highway.  This was AGREED. 

 

 

103.  Planning Applications awaiting Comment – Appendix I. 
 

(a) DC/18/2567: 28 Bannister Gardens. Plans for the erection of a single storey rear and 

two storey side extension were projected onto the wall.  After discussion it was 

UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 
 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC. 
 

(b) DC/18/2634: Coppice Park.  Members viewed this application to fell 8 trees of various 

species and for surgery to 23 others.  The Estate Manager, First Port Property Services 

had commissioned a visual tree inspection report and it was AGREED. 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC. 

 

(c)  DC/18/2640: 8 Amber Court.  An application for Surgery to 2 x Oak Trees was 

projected for all to see.  It was AGREED. 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC. 
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(d) DC/18/2682: Bartons, West Chiltington Road.  This retrospective application for the 

replacement of access gates was projected for all to see. It was noted that the previous 

access was a seemingly rarely used field gate that has now been replaced with a 

structure that certainly looks as if it is intended for regular use.  The access is on a hill 

where the speed limit is 60 mph and not visible to those travelling from west to east.   

Concerns were expressed regarding the visibility splay and it was suggested that West 

Sussex County Council Highways Department should be asked to comment on the 

safety of this access point particularly as the applicant has stated his intention to plant 

shrubs to make the gates even less visible from the road. Members considered that the 

new design is completely out of character for this rural environment and it was 

therefore AGREED. 

 

That a comment of STRONG OBJECTION be sent to HDC on the grounds of 

road safety and that the design is out of character for the rural environment. A 

request should be made to WSCC Highways to comment on the safety aspect of 

the access point and whether the visibility splay is acceptable. 

 

(e) DC/18/2744:  Greenacres, Hurston  Lane.  This Outline application for the 

demolition of the existing dwelling and erection of six residential dwellings with 

detached garages was projected onto the wall and had also previously been viewed by 

Members.  It was noted that this site was not included for development in the 

Storrington & Sullington and Washington Neighbourhood Plan which has recently 

passed an Independent Examination.  The Environment Insight report shows the site as 

“Industrial Land Use” which seems at odds with the history of the lane and some 

Members suggest that this is purely a case of garden grabbing.  The density of the 

proposed development is considered too high with access from the narrow lane being 

inappropriate.  Such development would harm this rural area and would set an 

unwelcome precedent.  It was therefore AGREED. 

 

 That a comment of STRONG OBJECTION be sent to HDC on the grounds of 

overdevelopment and concerns re access.  The land is not included as a 

submission in the Storrington & Sullington and Washington Neighbourhood 

Plan and is contrary to its policy of using predominantly brown field sites for 

development.  To allow this level of development would set an unwelcome 

precedent in this rural area. 

 

(f) SDNP/18/06445/FUL: Greenacres Farm, Washington Road.  Plans to demolish the 

existing outbuildings and erect a low level, two bedroom bungalow of 140 sq metres of 

habitable space were projected for all to see.  Members expressed mixed opinions on 

this application with some objecting to the design which was considered to be totally 

out of keeping with the area which lies within the South Downs National Park and 

outside of the Built Up Area Boundary. After discussion a vote was called: 4 

Objections, 1 Abstention.  It was therefore AGREED. 

 

 That a comment of OBJECTION be sent to HDC on the grounds of design 

which is considered totally out of keeping with the area. 
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(g) DC/19/0021: Hurston Mill, Hurston Lane.  Plans for the erection of a four-bay utility 

building were projected onto the wall.  Members had also viewed the application  

previously and it was AGREED. 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC. 
 

 

(h) DC/19/0030: Hurston Place Farm, Hurston Lane.  This application for the erection 

of a single storey extension to an existing residential unit within the stable block and 

conversion of the remainder of the stable block to a dwelling was projected for all to 

see. It was noted that a recent similar application (for conversion of an agricultural 

building) for a neighbouring property had been refused by HDC on the basis that the 

change of use of land to residential would fail to satisfy an essential need that would 

justify its countryside setting and is therefore deemed an inappropriate form of 

development. Whilst it was unclear where the South Downs National Park boundary 

line ended, Members felt that the same observations would be relevant to this particular 

application.  It was therefore AGREED. 

 

That a comment of STRONG OBJECTION be sent to HDC citing its decision 

to refuse a similar application for a neighbouring property on the grounds of 

that it is an inappropriate form of development in a countryside setting. 

 

 

(i) DC/18/2539: St Josephs, Monastery Lane.  It was noted that the description of this 

particular application had been amended to reflect the applicant’s intention to include 

the erection of a detached garage to the frontage.  Although not specified on the 

previous description of the application, this garage is included in the plans and 

drawings submitted.  It was AGREED. 

 

That the Committee’s previous comments apply and that the comment of 

OBJECTION remains. 

 

104.  Planning Application Decisions – Appendix II.  These were duly NOTED.   
 

 

105. Planning Applications, Comment Summary – since the meeting of 13th December – 

Appendix III.  These were duly NOTED.   

 

106. Enforcement Matters. 

 

(a) Sawyards (Burns Cottage), Manleys Hill – erection of 5 bar gate.  As reported at the 

last meeting, Mrs. Worthington-Leese had escalated this matter and County Highways 

had reported that the matter had now been passed to their Legal Department for action.  

However, there had been no further communications from the Highways Department so 

Mrs Worthington-Leese had referred the matter to County Councillor Marshall and had 

requested that he follow it up. 

 

(b) Compliance Complaint Reference 702202: Fryern Park Farm: additional caravans 

etc. in compound.  As reported previously, the Case Officer was awaiting the outcome 

of the planning application which was due to be determined on 15th January and was 

currently recommended for approval.   
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(c) Miljaz Barn, Pulborough Road – erection of an above ground swimming pool.  The 

Enforcement Officer had sent a report on 13th December to advise that the swimming 

pool had been dismantled.  Whilst she had advised the owner of the need to remove the 

satellite dish and spotlight as per the Conservation Officer’s guidance, the current 

compliance case regarding the pool was now closed. 

 

107. Chairman’s Announcements.   

 

(a) Appeals Dismissed:  Mrs. Worthington-Leese reported that the following appeals had 

been dismissed: 

 

• DC/17/1989 (APP/Z3825/W/18/3208463) Land Parcel adjacent to Hillview, 

Kithurst Lane. 

 

• DC/17/1990 (APP/Z3825/W/18/208461) Land Parcel east of Furzedown, 

Kithurst Lane. 

 

 

108.      Documents for Councillors to Read.  There were no documents. 

 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.55 pm 
 
 


