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Storrington & Sullington Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning and Development Committee held in The Chanctonbury 

Room, the Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington on Thursday 14th February 2019, 

commencing at 7.00 p.m. 

 

 

Present:   Mrs. A. Worthington-Leese in the Chair, Mr. B. Dent, and Mr. A. Head. 

 

Attendees: 1 Member of the Public 

 

109.  Apologies for Absence.  Apologies for absence had been received from Messrs. R. Evea and R 

Jerman and Mrs. M. Jakob (prior engagements).  The reasons for absence were duly approved.  

 

110. To Receive Declarations of Interest from Members.  There were no declarations of interest. 

 

111. To Approve and Sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 10th January 2019.  These 

minutes were duly APPROVED as being a correct record of the proceedings thereat and were 

duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

 Matters Arising.  

  

112. (a)  Minute No. 101(a): Maintenance of the Burmese Gate.  A response had been 

received from Simon Dodd, the Area Manager of Elm Group, which Mrs. Worthington-

Leese read out to all in attendance.  This e-mail stated that a new Estate Manager had 

just been appointed and that any expenditure incurred would need to come from the 

Estate Service Charge costs, which would need the approval of the residents.  His initial 

indication was that residents did not consider this a priority, although they were not 

averse to exploring how to go about cleaning the gate and had asked if there were any 

experts/historians who could advise them on how it should be cleaned.  A further e-mail 

had been received on 12th February from Stuart James (Estate Manager), requesting 

contact details of anyone with the knowledge and expertise to advise him on the 

maintenance/cleaning of the Listed gate.  After discussion, it was agreed that the 

Deputy Clerk should forward Stuart the Museum’s contact details, as they had 

previously written an article on the gate, its wood and treatment, along with a copy of 

the Maintenance Agreement.         

 

   (b) Minute No. 101(b): Identification of Parish Owned Trees – Update.  Due to 

unforeseen circumstances, the Deputy Clerk had been away from the office for a while. 

Whilst locations of trees had been noted, she wanted to ascertain the species and 

numbers of trees etc. and would be undertaking site visits with Mr. Jerman in due 

course.   

 

 (c) Minute No. 101(c): Tree Works to the Glade - Update.  It was reported that works to 

the large Oak tree and the felling of the Ash had been completed on 5th February.  Mr. 

Jerman had undertaken a site visit and was very pleased with the works undertaken.  

The Deputy Clerk had requested quotations for the full inspection of all trees at The 

Glade and was awaiting costings; these would be forwarded to Members upon receipt.  

Mrs. Worthington-Leese informed members that a very generous donation of £300 had 

been received from Mr Alford towards the felling of a sycamore near to the boundary of 

his property.  The Deputy Clerk had written a letter of thanks to Mr Alford, informing 

him that the Parish Council would be arranging for a full inspection/survey of all the 

trees within The Glade, in order to identify any further tree works required on health 

and safety grounds.   
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  (d) Minute No. 101(d): Removal of Weeping Willow at Storrington Memorial Pond – 

Update.  Due to confusion with the contractor, the date for the removal of the willow 

had changed from the 14th to the 25th February.  
 

 (e) Minute No. 101(f): DISC/18/0384 – Landscape Buffer / Fencing at the Glebe Field 

– Update. Mrs. Worthington-Leese was delighted to report that on 12th January HDC 

had concluded that the submitted information was not acceptable under the following 

“Condition: 30. Pre-Occupation Condition: Prior to the first occupation of any 

dwelling hereby permitted, details of all boundary walls and/or fences within the 

residential element of the development shall have been submitted to and approved in 

writing by the Local Planning Authority. No dwelling hereby permitted shall be 

occupied (or use hereby permitted commenced) until the boundary treatments 

associated with that dwelling (or use) have been implemented as approved. The 

boundary treatments shall thereafter be maintained in accordance with the approved 

details.   

  Reason: In the interests of visual and residential amenity in accordance with Policy 33 

of the Horsham District Planning Framework (2015).”  Members discussed this matter 

and requested the Deputy Clerk to look into the matter of when the fence would be 

removed.  

 

(f) Minute No. 91: Tree Condition Survey – Update.  The Deputy Clerk had written to 

West Sussex County Council’s Land and Property Department on 31st January, about 

the issues highlighted within the survey, regarding the condition of some of the ash 

trees at the Ravenscroft allotment site.  To date  no response had been received. 

 

 (g) Minute No. 102: Trees along Water Lane.   The Deputy Clerk had written to West 

Sussex County Council regarding this matter on 28th January.  To date, no response had 

been received. 

 

113. HDC SHELAA Housing Report.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese reported that she had sent 

comments to HDC on 21st January and read out both this and HDC’s response.  Mrs. 

Worthington-Leese mentioned that she had not seen any amendments to the December 2018 

report, as suggested in  HDC’s response and members asked that the Deputy Clerk check for 

any.  After discussion, it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: to ratify Mrs. Worthington-

Leese’s comments as sent on 21st January and that these comments should be forwarded to the 

next Full Council Meeting (scheduled for  27th February) for their approval and submission to 

HDC.  

 

114. To consider, review and make comment on the WSCC Soft Sand Review of the West 

Sussex Joint Minerals Local Plan – Issues and Options Consultation (Reg 18).  Due to the 

size of this consultation, members had viewed the details prior to the meeting.  Mrs. 

Worthington-Leese read out Members’ comments.  The main issues raised were as follows: 

• The proposed new road across the fields to the A283 has been specifically ruled out in the 

Neighbourhood Plan as that view is named as being protected. 

• The cumulative effect of the recent application for the revised restoration of the Water 

Lane site and the number of lorry involvements that involves – which is for 10 years.  

Should this be permitted the cumulative impact would be unacceptable. 

• Effect on the AQMA and views from the National Park. 

• Effect on Chantry Mill (Listed Building). 

• HDC have opposed development of the industrial estate because of flood risk, but this 

apparently has no risk? 
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• The need to question the forecast house build rates to determine the demand for soft sand 

and the apparent doubts about marine sourcing as an alternative.  Members are not 

convinced that marine sources are being sufficiently explored. 

 

After discussion, it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED that the Deputy Clerk should collate all 

of the abovementioned comments and forward to Members for approval, before sending an 

official response. 

 

115. To consider, review and make comment on the South Downs Local Plan: Main 

Modifications  Consultation.  These documents had been forwarded to Members prior to the 

meeting.  The Deputy Clerk confirmed that there was nothing relating to Storrington & 

Sullington within these reports and she had even had this confirmed by the National Park 

themselves.  As such, after a short discussion, it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED that there  

was no need to make comment. 

   

116.  Planning Applications awaiting Comment – Appendix I. 
 

(a) DC/18/2537: Tumby Woodside, Sandgate Lane.  Amended plan. Members had been 

kept well-informed regarding the issues of the Certificate of Ownership and noted that a 

new certificate had been submitted.  Whilst members had sympathy for the local 

residents, land ownership was not a requirement for obtaining planning permission and 

was indeed a civil matter.  As such, Members  UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: that their 

previous comment of No Objection remained and  
 

that a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC. 
 

(b) DC/18/2584: Tumby Woodside, Sandgate Lane.  Amended plan.  As per the above 

application, Members had been kept well-informed regarding the issues of the 

Certificate of Ownership and noted that a new certificate had been submitted.  Whilst 

members had sympathy for the local residents, land ownership was not a requirement 

for obtaining planning and was indeed a civil matter.  As such, Members  

UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: that their previous comment of No Objection remained 

and  

that a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC. 

 

(c)  DC/18/22721: Hillview, Kithurst Lane.  A query had been raised regarding the stables 

possibly containing a barn owl.  The Deputy Clerk had contacted HDC regarding this 

matter and they confirmed that the barn owl had been relocated by the Owl Society and 

the original objector had withdrawn their objection.  As such, after a short discussion, it 

was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC. 

 

(d) DC/19/0221: Holly Court.  This application was for the creation of additional car 

parking.  The plans were projected for all to see.  Mr. Head reported that he had 

undertaken a site visit as he was mystified by the layout drawings.  This resulted in him 

believing that an area of grass and hedge would become the new car park and expressed 

concerns about drainage.  Mr. Dent felt that anything to alleviate the parking issues in 

this area would be valued. Mrs. Worthington-Leese noted that all other members, 

including those not present, had not objected to the proposal.  Members discussed the 

plans and after a short discussion it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED:   
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That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, providing every effort 

was made not to create drainage issues. 

 

(e) DC/19/0265: The Meadows, Fryern Road.  This application was for the erection of a 

temporary rural workers dwelling and plans were projected for all to see.  Mrs. 

Worthington-Leese read out Members’ comments.  Mr. Jerman (who had viewed the 

plans prior to the meeting) had mentioned that no information of what the workers were 

going to do had been included in the application, or indeed what the need for the 

dwelling was.  He also felt that the proposal did not look temporary and, on those 

grounds, he asked that his objections be noted.  Mrs. Jakob had also annotated her 

agreement that there was not enough supporting evidence and her objection to the 

proposals.  All members concurred.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese mentioned that no 

justified need for the agricultural dwelling had been supplied, that the proposals did not 

comply with Policies 26 and 27 of the HDPF and the area was listed as a protected gap 

in the SS&W Neighbourhood Plan, as such she strongly objected.  After discussion it 

was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

 That a comment of STRONG OBJECTION be sent to HDC on the grounds of 

insufficient supporting evidence being supplied for the need of this dwelling, the 

proposal looked permanent rather than a temporary dwelling and the fact that 

there was no justified reason for agricultural purposes.  This proposal does not 

comply with Policies 26 (Countryside Protection) or 27 (Settlement 

Coalescence) of the HDPF.  The site is listed as a protected gap in the 

Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

117.  Planning Application Decisions – Appendix II.  These were duly NOTED.   
 

118. Planning Applications, Comment Summary – since the meeting of 10th January – 

Appendix III.  These were duly NOTED.   

 

119. Enforcement Matters. 

 

(a) Sawyards (Burns Cottage), Manleys Hill – erection of 5 bar gate.  Mrs 

Worthington-Leese had referred the matter to County Councillor Marshall and had 

requested that he follow it up.  The Clerk had since spoken with a relative of the tenant 

and had forwarded further information to County Councillor Marshall on 30th January.  

Mrs. Worthington-Leese confirmed that County Councillor Marshall had spoken with 

Head of Highways Chris Stark and he would be pursuing this matter. 

 

(b) Compliance Complaint Reference 702202: Fryern Park Farm: additional caravans 

etc. in compound.  DC/18/2084 was refused at HDC’s Planning Committee Meeting 

on 15th January.  The Deputy Clerk had been asked to write to HDC Enforcement 

asking them to issue a stop notice, to prevent any further unauthorised works at this site.  

On 28th January HDC reported back to the office that the agent intended to Appeal the 

decision and as per standard Government procedure, this paused any enforcement 

action.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese reported that an Appeal had been lodged with the 

Planning Inspectorate on 11th February. 
 
(c) Miljaz Barn, Pulborough Road – erection of an above ground swimming pool.  The 

Deputy Clerk had e-mailed HDC’s Enforcement Officer, asking for an update on the 

removal of the satellite dish and spotlight as per the Conservation Officer’s guidance. A 

response had been received today which stated “The owner was advised to submit a 

pre-app for their repositioning as she would like further advice from our Conservation  
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 Officer on where they can be moved to.  This process is on-going.  I am not too worried 

at the moment as the property itself is only curtilage listed and the satellite dish and 

spotlight have been there for some time but as the foliage at the gable end has just been 

cleared they are now more visible.  We will work towards a solution with the owner.” 
 

 

120. Chairman’s Announcements.   

 

(a) Update on 41, Pulborough Road as per minute 66(a) of October 2018 Minutes.  

Mrs. Worthington-Leese reported that an update had been received from HDC’s 

Principal Environmental Health Officer on 5th February, which reported that the 

property had now been sold and whilst they had not had contact with the new owners, 

they hoped to see an improvement in the property’s condition soon.  

 

(b) DC/18/2095: Thakeham Tiles Ltd, Rock Road.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese informed 

members that WSCC had objected to the outline plan for 90 dwellings, on the grounds 

of inadequate information being submitted to satisfy the LPA that the proposal is 

acceptable in terms of access and visibility splays, and would not therefore give rise to 

increased hazards to highways users.  They had also requested further information on 

the visibility splays, land ownership and upon the Rights of Way information 

previously submitted. 

 

(c) DC/19/0030 – Hurston Place Farm.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese mentioned a letter 

which had been received from the owner (previously copied to members), inviting 

members to undertake a site visit in the hope they would change their comment of 

strong objection.  Members had decided that a site visit was not necessary as some 

walked that area frequently and were familiar with the site. 

 

121.      Documents for Councillors to Read.  There were no documents. 

 

122. Any Other Business.  A member of the public wished to raise matters regarding his 

application, which the Committee had objected to.  He expressed his dissatisfaction about the 

Parish Council’s processes regarding planning and his comments were noted. 

 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8 pm 
 
 
 


