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Storrington & Sullington Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning and Development Committee held in The Chanctonbury 

Room, the Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington on Thursday 7th March 2019, 

commencing at 7.00 p.m. 

 

 

Present:   Mrs. A. Worthington-Leese in the Chair, Mr. B. Dent, Mr. R Jerman and Mrs. M-

H. Jakob. 

 

 

123.  Apologies for Absence.  Apologies for absence had been received from Messrs. R. Evea and 

A. Head (prior engagements).  The reasons for absence were duly approved.  

 

124. To Receive Declarations of Interest from Members.  There were no declarations of interest. 

 

125. To Approve and Sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 14th February 2019.  These 

minutes were duly APPROVED as being a correct record of the proceedings thereat and were 

duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

 Matters Arising.  

  

126. (a)  Minute No. 112(a): Maintenance of the Burmese Gate.  The Deputy Clerk had  

responded to the Area Manager of Elm Group on 15th February, attaching an electronic 

copy of the Method Statement for his reference, along with contact details for the 

Storrington & District Museum and the Curator’s name (who had written the article for 

a local magazine explaining about the Gate’s wood and its treatment).         

 

   (b) Minute No. 112(c): Tree Works to the Glade - Update.  Two quotations for tree 

surveys had been received and would be discussed later under agenda item 5.  Mrs. 

Worthington-Leese informed Members that a letter had been received from Mr. Alfold, 

along with photographs, regarding a few other trees he believed needed attention.  Mr. 

Jerman took the letter and photographs away, in order that he could take a look prior to 

the contractor being instructed.  These would then be forwarded to the Contractor prior 

to the survey.  
 

 (c) Minute No. 112(e): DISC/18/0384 – Landscape Buffer / Fencing at the Glebe Field 

– Update.  As per the abovementioned minute, on 15th February the Deputy Clerk had 

e-mailed Members an extract from HDC’s Officer Report, which stated: “As such, it is 

considered that the retention of this fence beyond the purposes of construction would 

result in unacceptable harm to the character and appearance of the area. The fence 

conflicts with policies 25, 32, 33 and 34 of the Horsham District Planning Framework 

(2015) which, amongst other things, seeks to ensure the appearance of development is 

of a high standard of design that relates sympathetically to its built surroundings and 

conserves and enhance conservation and heritage assets. It is therefore recommended 

that this application is refused.”  This confirmed that the fence would be removed once 

construction had been completed. 

 

(d) Minute No. 12(f): Tree Condition Survey Ravenscroft – Update.  Mrs. 

Worthington-Leese informed Members that despite the Deputy Clerk chasing WSCC 

Land and Property Department, no response had been received. 

 

 (e) Minute No. 112(g): Trees along Water Lane.   Mrs. Worthington-Leese confirmed 

that a response had been received from James Strachan at WSCC on 4th March.  Mrs. 

Worthington-Leese read out this response, which stated that most of the trees along  
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Water Lane were owned and maintained privately.  He said that their enforcement 

process took time and whilst he had sent two letters to the owners of Two Oaks 

regarding the tree outside their property, they had to allow sufficient time for the tree 

works to be undertaken.  Having been in discussions recently with the landowner, 

WSCC confirmed that he was in the process of getting quotes for the tree limbs to be 

cut back.  It was suggested that the Deputy Clerk write again mentioning that several of 

the trees were indeed on the public highway and not privately owned, as per County’s 

implication. 

 

 ADDITIONAL TREE ITEM.  Whilst on the subject of trees, Members were 

reminded of a tree that had snapped in the recent high winds and fallen across the 

footpath and into the water at the Memorial Pond.  Quotations had been received for its 

removal under emergency matters and these were forwarded to Members for 

consideration.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese reported that Sussex Tree Surgery had been 

instructed (under emergency matters) to remove the tree and fell the snapped trunk and 

that the works were undertaken today.  She was also pleased to report that the office 

had received a number of messages regarding the efficiency and the quality of the work 

undertaken. 

 

(f) Minute No. 113: HDC SHELAA Housing Report.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese reported 

that this matter had been discussed at the Full Council Meeting on 27th February and 

her comments had been approved.  As such, the Deputy Clerk had submitted them via 

e-mail to HDC’s Strategic Planning Team on 5th March. 

 

(g) Minute No. 114: WSCC Soft Sand Review of the West Sussex Joint Minerals Local 

Plan – Issues and Options Consultation.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese reported that the 

Deputy Clerk had collated comments for approval, however at the recent Full Council 

Meeting one Member had brought up this matter and asked how it was being 

publicised.  Once this had been confirmed, it was agreed that any further comments 

should be e-mailed to the Deputy Clerk in order that these could be agreed/incorporated 

into the finalised response, before the closing date of 18th March.  Members were 

handed copies of the comments suggested for inclusion.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese 

suggested that the Committee went through the items one by one and agree which 

should be included.  This was AGREED and the approved additional comments were 

passed to the Deputy Clerk, in order that she could add them to Members’ previously 

agreed comments. 

 

127.  To consider and decide on quotations received for a full Tree Condition Survey of the 

Trees at The Glade.  Members had been sent two quotations for the Tree Condition Survey 

prior to the Meeting.  Andrew Gale’s quotation for a ground level, walk-over survey of the 

trees including tagging of trees requiring attention, making recommendations and priorities for 

management etc. came in at £350 plus VAT.  The second quotation was from Sussex Tree 

Surgery, for the same type of report but at a discounted and fully inclusive price of £250 (£100 

discount).  Discussions ensued and Mr. Jerman proposed that the Committee accept the 

quotation put forward by Sussex Tree Surgery; this was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED and the 

Deputy Clerk was asked to instruct them to undertake the survey at their earliest convenience. 

   

128.  Planning Applications awaiting Comment – Appendix I. 
 

(a) DC/19/0050: 29, Hawthorn Way. The amended plans were projected for all to see.  

Whilst it was noted that two letters of objection and two letters highlighting concerns 

had been received by HDC, Members could see no planning grounds to object and as  
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such it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: that their previous comment of No 

Objection remained and: 
 

that a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, providing the materials 

matched existing. 
 

(b) DC/19/0265: The Meadows, Fryern Road.  Members discussed the amended 

application and noted the additional information supplied along with six letters of 

support for the erection of a temporary rural workers dwelling.   Members reiterated 

that this site was listed as part of the protected gap in the SS&W Neighbourhood Plan, 

and that should this development be permitted, it would set a precedent for 

development within the protected gap.  The proposal did not comply with Policies 26 

(Countryside Protection) and  27 (Settlement Coalescence).  Discussions ensured and  

it was  UNANIMOUSLY AGREED:  

 

That a comment of OBJECTION be sent to HDC, reiterating the reasons 

above. 

 

(c)  DC/19/0357: 1, Greenacre Close.  This application was for surgery to 1 x scots pine.  

It was felt that the works were necessary maintenance and as such, after a short 

discussion, it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, providing the works were 

undertaken by a qualified tree surgeon. 

 

(d) DC/19/0388: 4, Dems House.  This application was for the continued use of the  

premises as a dog grooming parlour.  It was noted that the potential purchaser had 

asked the present owner to change the class of use from “sui generis for a beauty 

parlour” to “sui generis for a dog grooming parlour”.  Members discussed the proposal 

and after a short discussion it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED:   
 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC. 

 

(e) DC/19/0396: 6, Mill Lane.  This application was for the construction of a timber 

garage in the rear garden.  Plans were projected for all to see.  After a short discussion, 

it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED:   

 

   That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC. 

 

(f) DC/19/0427: Hookmare House, 3, Silver Birches.  This application was for surgery to 

4 x oak trees.  Members noted that the plan supplied did not show the newly erected 

houses.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese read out Members’ comments.  Members requested 

that HDC’s Arboriculturalist undertook a site visit as a number of trees had been felled 

to make way for this development.  After discussion it was UNANIMOUSLY 

AGREED: 

 

 That a comment of  NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, subject to inspection by 

HDC’s Arboriculturalist. 

 

(g) DC/19/0428: The Granary, Hurston Place Farm.  This application was for the 

change of use of an existing redundant agricultural building to a single dwelling.  Plans 

were projected for all to see and Mrs. Worthington-Leese read our Members’ 

comments.  Discussions ensued regarding our previous objections and the fact that  
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HDC had refused this proposal previously due to “the proposed change of use of land 

to residential curtilage would fail to satisfy an essential need that would justify its 

countryside setting.  The proposal is therefore deemed an inappropriate form of 

development which would be contrary to Policy 26 of the Horsham District Planning 

Framework (2015).  As such it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED that our previous 

reasons for objecting and HDC’s refusal of permission remained and: 

 

That a comment of STRONG OBJECTION be sent to HDC, reiterating our 

previous comments and referring to HDC’s reason for refusal under 

DC/18/1642. 

 

(h) DC/19/0452: The Anchor Inn, 46, High Street.  This application was to fell 2 x 

sycamore trees within the Conservation Area.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese read out 

Members’ comments.  It was felt that shading of a car park was not sufficient enough 

grounds to fell trees and that surgery should suffice.  Mr. Jerman reported that he had 

undertaken a site visit and stated that both trees were self-sown many years ago and that 

surgery had been undertaken in the past.  He mentioned that he could agree to the 

sycamore nearest the road being felled; however he could see no reason for felling the 

other one, as such he objected to the proposal.  He also was unsure as to who owned the 

land as the trees are on the other side of the Anchor’s private hedge.  Members also 

stated that the removal of the trees would not help the air quality in this particularly bad 

area.  After discussion it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

 That a comment of STRONG OBJECTION be sent to HDC, stating that 

surgery not felling should be sufficient to eliminate any shading issues and the 

air quality issue. 

 

(i) DC/19/0465: Nethercote, Woodpecker Lane.  This application was for the erection of a 

single storey rear extension and creation of a patio to the rear garden with a glazed 

canopy.  The plans were projected and all agreed that this was a very large plot and the 

proposals would not affect any neighbouring properties.  After a short discussion, it was 

UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, providing the materials 

matched existing. 

 

129.  Planning Application Decisions – Appendix II.  These were duly NOTED.   
 

130. Planning Applications, Comment Summary – since the meeting of 14th February – 

Appendix III.  These were duly NOTED.   

 

131. Appeals Lodged 

 

(a) DC/18/2084: Fryern Park Farm, Fryern Lane.  The applicant had lodged an Appeal 

on 11th February against HDC’s decision to refuse planning consent for the proposed 

change of use of land to accommodate two traveller pitches including ancillary 

accommodation and parking.  The Planning Inspectorate reported that they were 

currently waiting for a suitable Planning Inspector to become available, before they could 

confirm a date for the Appeal to commence. 
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132. Enforcement Matters. 

 

(a) Sawyards (Burns Cottage), Manleys Hill – erection of 5 bar gate.  Mrs 

Worthington-Leese read out an e-mail received on 26th February from Tom King 

(WSCC’s Highway Engineer).  This stated that the resident had confirmed they would 

refrain from using the access and that County would continue to monitor the situation. 

 

(b) Compliance Complaint Reference 702202: Fryern Park Farm: additional caravans 

etc. in compound.  As per minute 131(a) above, the Planning Inspectorate was waiting 

for a suitable Inspector to become available before any further details could be 

publicised. 
 
(c) Miljaz Barn, Pulborough Road – erection of an above ground swimming pool.  

Mrs. Worthington-Leese reported that HDC’s Enforcement Officer has been in contact 

with the office to say that pre-app advice had been submitted and the case was still 

ongoing. 
 

133. Chairman’s Announcements.   

 

(a) Mrs. Worthington-Leese read out an e-mail from a resident regarding the Memorial 

Duck Pond which stated that the area was looking rather bare and that there was a need 

for surgery to a limb of a willow tree on the island near the silent soldier.  Under 13th 

December 2018 minute number 87, it was agreed that a replacement weeping willow 

would be planted in due course to replace the one previously removed and the resident, 

along with a few of her neighbours had offered to pay for this.  Members instructed the 

Deputy Clerk to accept this very kind offer.  Mr. Jerman offered to undertake a site visit 

to ascertain whether surgery was indeed required to the willow tree on the island and he 

would report back his findings. 

 

134.      Documents for Councillors to Read.  There were no documents. 

 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8 pm 


