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Storrington & Sullington Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning and Development Committee held in The Chanctonbury 

Room, the Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington on Thursday 11th April 2019, commencing 

at 7.00 p.m. 

 

Present:   Mrs. A. Worthington-Leese in the Chair, Mr. B. Dent, Mr. R. Evea, Mr. A. Head 

and Mr. R Jerman. 

 

Attendees: 3 Members of the Public 

 

 

135.  Apologies for Absence.  Apologies for absence had been received from Mrs. M-H. Jakob 

(prior engagement).  The reason for absence was duly approved.  

 

136. To Receive Declarations of Interest from Members.  Mr Jerman declared an interest in 

DC/19/0772 (newly received application) as he is a neighbour. 

 

137. To Approve and Sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 7th March 2019.  These 

minutes were duly APPROVED as being a correct record of the proceedings thereat and were 

duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

 Matters Arising.  

  

138. (a)  Minute No. 126(a): Maintenance of the Burmese Gate.  The Deputy Clerk had 

written on 27th March to the Area Manager of Elm Group, asking if he had anything to 

report regarding responses from residents about the care of the gate and likely costings.  

The Estate Manager had since been in contact advising that he had received advice 

from the Storrington Museum regarding the management of teak and he would be 

contacting HDC’s conservation team for further guidance. 

 

   (b) Minute No. 126(d): Tree Condition Survey, Ravenscroft.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese 

informed members that the Deputy Clerk had telephoned Ann Campbell at County on 

14th March for an update on the trees which Storrington Conservation Society had 

reported needed attention.  She was told that County’s tree lady had been instructed to 

undertake a site visit and survey all the trees.  Once Ann had received the report, she 

would be in contact with the Parish Office. 

 

 (c) Minute No. 126(e): Trees along Water Lane.   As requested under this minute, the 

Deputy Clerk had written again to James Strachan at WSCC on 14th March, 

highlighting the fact that a number of the trees along Water Lane were on the public 

highway and not privately owned.  She had also asked again for a copy of County’s tree 

inspection and management process.  To date, no response had been received.  

 

(d) Minute No. 126(g): WSCC Soft Sand Review of the West Sussex Joint Minerals 

Local Plan – Issues and Options Consultation.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese reported 

that the Deputy Clerk had collated all approved comments and forwarded them to 

County Planning Services on 13th March.  A response to this had been received which 

advised that all comments received would be considered and if necessary, further 

technical work would be undertaken.  A schedule of modifications to the soft sand 

section of the Joint Minerals Local Plan will then be drawn up and this will be subject 

to a formal period of Public Consultation. 
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(e) Minute No. 127: Tree Condition Survey of the Trees at The Glade.  Mrs. 

Worthington-Leese confirmed that Mr. Jerman had undertaken a site visit to view the 

trees considered an issue by a resident.  He had reported that whilst the oak was tall and  

thin, no works were required.  However, since the sycamore had been removed, it was 

noticeable that the hawthorn did need cutting back severely.  Storrington Conservation 

Society had kindly offered to undertake the works, during one of their work mornings. 

Mrs. Worthington-Leese informed members that the Tree Condition Survey was 

undertaken by Ashley of Sussex Tree Surgery on 25th and 26th March and that we were 

currently awaiting the report. 

 

 

(f) Minute No. 133(a): Willow Tree at the Memorial Pond.  Mrs. Worthington Leese 

reported that Mr. Jerman had undertaken a site visit and read out his report regarding 

the Willow.  This stated that whilst the limb in question did appear to unbalance the 

tree and it would benefit from a reduction in size, he did not feel it was a risk to the tree 

and therefore considered works unnecessary at this time.  Whilst on site Mr. Jerman 

had also spotted a thin tree to the front of the willow, which appeared to be dead.  

Again, this was of no danger, but as per the willow mentioned above…both should be 

monitored. 

 

   

139.  Planning Applications awaiting Comment – Appendix I. 
 

(a) DC/19/0417: Little Stoke, Sandgate Lane. The amended plans were projected for all 

to see.  It was noted that a number of objection letters had been sent to HDC from 

neighbouring properties. Mrs Worthington-Leese invited comments from the floor and 

1 local resident commented that due to a breach of conditions attached to a previously 

approved application, HDC’s Enforcement Officer had encouraged the applicant to 

make this retrospective application for the erection of a two storey side extension and 

hip to gable roof extensions, installation of two front pitched roof dormer windows, 1 x 

front rooflight and 5 rear rooflights.  He further explained that the original conditions 

were that the rooflights should be obscure and fixed shut. Whilst Members had 

submitted a comment of no objection to the original application, it was felt that the 

Local Planning Authority must have had good reason to impose the conditions and 

these were clearly shown on the decision notice.  Members could not believe that the 

applicants and their surveyor could have misunderstood these conditions and it was 

therefore considered that they had been blatantly ignored in an attempt to flout planning 

rules.  It was therefore AGREED:  
 

That a comment of OBJECTION be sent to HDC on the grounds that the 

proposals are contrary to what was permitted and that this is a clear breach of 

the conditions imposed. 
 

(b) DC/19/0530: 21, Willow Close.  This application was for the erection of a single storey 

rear extension.  Plans were projected for all to see.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese read out 

Members’ comments and after a short discussion  

it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED:  

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, providing the materials 

matched existing. 
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(c)  DC/19/0589: Land adjacent to Kurial, Wisborough Lane.  Plans for this Reserved          

Matters Application for the erection of a detached two storey dwelling with detached 

garage and creation of access onto Wisborough Lane were viewed.  It was AGREED. 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC 

 

 

(d) DC/19/0652: Hareswith House, West Chiltington Road.  This application was for 

amendments to previously approved application DC/18/2239.  Plans were projected for 

all to see and Mrs. Worthington-Leese read out Members’ comments.  Whilst Members 

had no objection to the changes to the house, concerns were expressed about the size of  

the revised garage as it looked more like a separate house compared to the original 

unobtrusive wooden open-bay smaller structure. After a short discussion, it was 

UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of OBJECTION be sent to HDC, on the grounds of the design 

of the amended garage as mentioned above. The structure looks more like a 

separate dwelling and is capable of subdivision from the main house. 

 

 

(e) DC/19/0710: St Joseph’s Abbey, Greyfriars Lane.  This application was for the 

erection of a two storey detached dwelling with associated parking within the walled 

garden of St Joseph’s Abbey.  The plans were projected and discussions ensued. It was 

noted that a number of objections had been submitted by residents of St Joseph’s Abbey 

but it was noted that previous objections with regard to the proposed design and impact 

upon tree roots had been addressed.  The currently proposed design is certainly more in 

keeping with surroundings and would therefore not have a detrimental impact upon the 

listed building or the conservation area. 

 

It was therefore AGREED: 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC. 

 

 

(f) DC/19/0743: Oakwood, Kithurst Lane.  Members discussed this application to fell 5 

Silver Birch Trees and for surgery to 1 Oak and it was AGREED. 

 

  That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC. 

 

(g) DC/19/0762 – 4 Cassidy Place, Newtown Road. This application for the erection of a 

single storey rear extension and erection of a two storey attached dwelling with 

associated parking had only been received today and Members felt that more time was 

required to view the plans and supporting documents in more detail.  It was therefore 

AGREED. 

 

 That comments would be DEFERRED until Members had viewed the plans in  

            detail and the Committee’s response would be recorded at the Full Council  

           Meeting on 24th April 
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(h) DC/19/0772 – St Josephs Monastery Lane.  Plans for this Outline Application for the 

redevelopment of the site to provide two semi-detached dwellings by the sub-division 

of the existing dwelling and erection of an additional terraced dwelling, were projected 

for Members to view.  It was noted that a similar application but with the additional 

dwelling being detached had been withdrawn.  The applicant was in attendance and 

explained that this new application addresses concerns raised about the scale of the 

development by reducing the mass of the additional dwelling and by removing the 

garage structure.  He explained that the conservation area and the listed building to the 

north of the site would not be affected as the additional development is located to the 

south and that the plan was for the finished dwellings to be aimed at the lower end of 

the market which is needed in this area. Whilst Members agreed that on first 

impressions, their original objections had been addressed, this was another application 

that had been received today and further inspection of the proposals was required.  It 

was therefore AGREED. 

 

   That comments would be DEFERRED until Members had viewed the plans in  

            detail and the Committee’s response would be recorded at the Full Council  

           Meeting on 24th April. 

  

 

140.  Planning Application Decisions – Appendix II.  These were duly NOTED.   
 
 

141. Planning Applications, Comment Summary – since the meeting of 7th March – Appendix 

III.  These were duly NOTED.   

 

 

142. Appeals Lodged 

 

(a) DC/18/0553: Land West of Badgers Wood, Spinney Lane.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese 

informed members that the applicant had lodged an Appeal against HDC’s refusal to 

grant planning consent for the erection of a detached two storey, three bedroom dwelling 

with detached garage and the creation of a new highway access off Spinney Lane.  

 

143. Tree Preservation Order 

 

(a) Greenacres, Hurston Lane.  A Tree Protection Order had been served recently for one 

oak at the abovementioned property.  
 

144. Enforcement Matters. 

 

(a) Compliance Complaint Reference 702202: Fryern Park Farm.  No update as to 

whom the Planning Inspector would be had been announced to date.  
 

 

145. Chairman’s Announcements.   

 

(a) WSCC/044/18/SR: Mineral Planning Application, Sandgate Park Quarry, Water 

Lane.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese informed Members that this application had gone to 

WSCC Planning Committee on 26th March and was recommended for approval. 
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(b) E-mail from HDC regarding Planning Enforcement Complaints.  Mrs. Worthington-

Leese read out an e-mail from the Head of Development which stated that due to a 

resourcing issue, there may be some delay in the investigation of compliance complaints.  

They were working towards resolving this matter and had appointed a new member of 

staff who was due to start shortly. 

 

(c) DC/19/0265: The Meadows, Fryern – reason for previous application being 

withdrawn.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese read out an e-mail from HDC’s Planning Officer 

which mentioned that “as the applicants intended on relying on commercial uses in 

order to inform an essential need for a temporary worker’s dwelling, it had been agreed 

that an application either seeking to remove the above condition, or considering the 

commercial use of the stables combined with a temporary worker’s dwelling would be 

necessary and more convenient as a matter of procedure.”  Hence DC/19/0610 having 

been submitted. 

 

(d) Horsham District Council – Review of Functions, Responsibilities and Constitution 

of Planning Committees.  Members were advised that a number of recommendations 

were being put forward for consideration at the next committee meeting.  Mrs 

Worthington-Leese explained that some of the recommendations related to the training 

and responsibilities of the Planning Committee and to the time allowed for Parish 

Councils to speak at meetings. However, there were also recommendations to call in 

applications only once 15 objections from members of the public had been received, and 

that the current North and South divisions be merged to form one Planning Committee 

for the whole of the District.  Members expressed concerns about these proposals as 

many areas within the district are rural in nature and due to the way in which applications 

are publicised it may not be possible for 15 people to know about plans which might 

affect them and the second proposal could potentially affect the level of local knowledge 

that members of the committee might possess. The Clerk was asked to contact the 

District Councillors with these concerns and ask that they be considered as part of the 

discussion. 

 

146.   Documents for Councillors to Read.   

 

(a)  Storrington & District Museum – Times Past Spring 2019 Issue.  Mrs Worthington-

Leese took this away to read. 

 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8 pm 


