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Storrington & Sullington Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning and Development Committee held in The Chanctonbury 

Room, the Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington on Thursday 9th May 2019, commencing at 

7.00 p.m. 

 

 

Present:   Mrs. A. Worthington-Leese in the Chair, Mr. B. Dent, Mr. R. Evea, Mr. A. Head 

and Mr. R Jerman. 

 

147. Apologies for Absence.  There were no apologies for absence.  

 

148. To Receive Declarations of Interest from Members.  There were no declarations of interest. 

 

149. To Approve and Sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 11th April 2019.  These 

minutes were duly APPROVED as being a correct record of the proceedings thereat and were 

duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

 Matters Arising.  

 

150. (a)  Minute No. 138(a): Maintenance of the Burmese Gate.  The Clerk had responded on 

16th April to the Area Manager of Elm Group, giving him the contact details for HDC’s 

Senior Conservation Officer and requesting that the Parish Council be kept abreast of 

the situation and of any advice received.  

 

 (b) Minute No. 138(b): Tree Condition Survey, Ravenscroft.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese 

informed Members that the Deputy Clerk had left a further voicemail for Ann Campbell 

at County (07/05), as she had not heard anything regarding the tree survey that County 

had undertaken.  No response had been received.   

 

 (c) Minute No. 138(c): Trees along Water Lane.   Despite chasing James Strachan (and 

copying in County Councillor Paul Marshall) for an update, no response had been 

received.  

 

(d) Minute No. 138(e): Tree Condition Survey of the Trees at The Glade.  Mrs. 

Worthington-Leese confirmed that the tree report had been received and was sent to 

Members on 18th April.  The survey itself would be discussed later under Agenda Item 

No. 5.  

 

(e) Minute No. 139(g): DC/19/0762 – 4, Cassidy Place, Newtown Road.  Mrs. 

Worthington Leese confirmed that this planning application had been reviewed by 

Members prior to the Full Council Meeting on 24th April.  A comment of NO 

OBJECTION had been recorded at this meeting and forwarded to HDC Planning.  

These comments were duly ratified. 

 

(f) Minute No. 139(h): DC/19/0772 – St Josephs, Monastery Lane.  Mrs. Worthington 

Leese confirmed that this planning application had been reviewed by Members prior to 

the Full Council Meeting on 24th April.  A comment of NO OBJECTION had been 

recorded at this meeting and forwarded to HDC Planning. These comments were duly 

ratified. 

   

 

(g) Minute No. 148(d): HDC, Review of Functions, Responsibilities and Constitution 

of Planning Committees.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese reported that The Clerk had 

forwarded the Committee’s concerns to HDC on 15th April.   
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Planning and Development Committee 

9th May 2019 

 

151. To Review and Consider the Tree Condition and Safety Report on The Glade and to 

Consider quotations for suggested works.  Members had been sent a copy of the report of 

18th April and had reviewed it prior to the meeting.  In total, the report highlighted necessary 

works to 17 trees which included 11 to be felled.  Members had also received a quotation for 

the total sum of £2,940 to undertake said works, leaving some chippings in designated areas 

and some of the smaller timber in stacks to create natural habitats to assist the local wildlife.  

Both the report and quotation were discussed.   Mrs. Worthington-Leese mentioned her 

surprise at the number of trees in need of felling… eleven in all.  Mr. Jerman reported that he 

had undertaken a site visit, and whilst he found it difficult to identify the trees at first (via the 

numbering), he did feel that the works were necessary and should be undertaken.  He also 

suggested that a copy of the tree survey be sent to Storrington Conservation Society, informing 

them of the proposals.  This was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED.  The quotation to undertake 

the works from Sussex Tree Surgery was for the sum of £2,940.  Members felt that at least one 

further quote should be obtained for the suggested works and again this was 

UNANIMOUSLY AGREED.  The Deputy Clerk was tasked with speaking to Ashley of 

Sussex Tree Surgery regarding the tree identification system and acquiring quotes from other 

reputable companies. 

 

152. To discuss various tree issues at Sullington Hall, Storrington Recreation Ground and 

property to rear of The Glade.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese reported that over the past few 

weeks a number of tree issues had been raised and these were to be discussed on an individual 

basis. 

 Firstly, it had been noted that a few of the trees to the front of the Parish Hall Car Park were 

touching, if not covering some electrical or phone cables.  Mr. Head had kindly looked at the 

cables and mentioned that he thought that both telephone and electrical cables were enveloped 

by various branches to the front of the car park and to the front of the building.  It was noted 

that the trees fronting the main road were the responsibility of Saxon Weald and the Deputy 

Clerk was asked to inform them of the issue.  As for the other trees the Deputy Clerk was 

instructed to contact both service providers requesting that the offending branches be removed 

as soon as possible (supplying photographs if necessary).   

 Secondly, Mr. Dent had reported a tree which he believed to be dead, situated by the 

Storrington Football Pitch.  Mr. Jerman had undertaken a site visit and confirmed that the 

tree was diseased and indeed dead. Whilst the Premises Manager had mentioned that he could 

remove the tree, Members felt that due to its condition, quotations should be sought for the 

felling and removal of all waste.  It was also suggested that the trunk be cut into manageable 

pieces and located to the back of the Memorial Pond, creating a habitat area for the wildlife, 

this was however dependent on the tree surgeon’s confirmation that the disease would not 

spread to further trees. 

 The third tree was overhanging the rear garden of 27, The Glade.  Mr. Jerman reported that he 

had undertaken a site visit, that the multi-limbed oak tree was in good health but did splay over 

the resident’s garden by a good 8-10 feet and that surgery was definitely required,  After 

discussion, it was agreed that the Deputy Clerk should write to the resident, confirming that 

they had the Parish Council’s approval to arrange for the offending limbs to be removed up to 

the fence line, providing the works were undertaken by a qualified tree surgeon and at their 

own cost.  

 All of the above actions were UNANIMOUSLY AGREED. 

 

 Whilst on the topic of trees, Mr. Dent brought up the matter of a tree along Hurston Lane, 

which the previous Premises Manager had reported to EDF a number of times, due to some of 

their electrical cables being enveloped by branches.  He reported that works had still not been 

undertaken.  Members requested that Mr Dent supply the Deputy Clerk with up to date 

photographs in order that she could progress the matter accordingly. 
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153. To Consider request from resident regarding DC/18/2095: Thakeham Tiles Application.  

Mrs. Worthington-Leese read out the e-mail requesting the Council’s assistance in preventing 

the urbanisation of the Parish, caused by the introduction of unnecessary street lighting as part 

of the abovementioned application.  The resident stated that darkness was one of the key 

characteristics of rural areas and it represented a major difference between what was rural and 

what was urban.  He was asking the Committee to support the following points:- 

• The access strategy should not include any streetlighting. 

• Any traffic calming measures should not include any lighting. 

• Any traffic calming measures should not include any road surface changes which will 

increase tyre noise, such as blocks, cobbles, or rumble strips. 

• Street lighting would change the entire nature of the area and should be of major 

consideration, particularly in proximity to the dark skies area of the South Downs 

National Park. 

 

Members considered the request and after discussion, it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to 

write to the resident, stating that no detailed plans had been received as the application was 

only outline; having said that his comments had been noted and would be taken into 

consideration when detailed plans had been received. 

 

154. To review and make comment on HDC’s Consultation on Local Validation Requirements 

for Planning Applications.  Members had been sent the consultation document prior to the 

meeting.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese felt that Planning Officers should ensure that all information 

required was present and correct before the application was validated.  On a number of 

occasions, the Committee had wasted time on viewing applications, when plans etc. had been 

missing.  As for tree applications, she felt that a comprehensive description of the proposals 

along with a detailed plan of the trees should be mandatory, as we often simply get a piece of 

paper with a cross on it!  Again, she felt that this was something that HDC should require and 

check BEFORE an application was validated.  Mr. Head also mentioned that the plans in 

metric form were far too small to read and perhaps future drawings could specify certain line 

density and widths.  Members concurred and after discussion, it was UNANIMOUSLY 

AGREED: to send the abovementioned comments to HDC in response to the consultation. 

 

155.  Planning Applications awaiting Comment – Appendix I. 
 

(a) DC/19/0589: Land adjacent to Kurial, Wisborough Lane. The amended plans were 

projected for all to see and after a short discussion it was UNANIMOUSLY 

AGREED:  
 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC. 
 

(b) DC/19/0604: Chantry Cottage, Washington Road.  The amended plans were 

projected for all to see and after a short discussion it was UNANIMOUSLY 

AGREED:  
 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, providing the materials 

matched existing. 

 

(c) DC/19/0667: 15, Rapley Avenue.  The plans for the erection of a single storey front 

extension to the porch were projected for all to see.  After a short discussion, it was 

UNANIMOUSLY AGREED:  
 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, providing materials 

matched existing. 
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(d) DC/19/0840: Fryern Park, Fryern Park Farm, Fryern Road.  This application was 

for the removal of Condition 1 (relating to the approved roof design) to previously 

approved DC/16/1659.  The plans were projected for all to see and after a short 

discussion it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED:  
 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC. 

 

(e) DC/19/0852: Amberley Gate, Oaklea, Amberley Road.  This application was for the 

felling of 1 x oak and surgery to a group of sycamore, 3 x scots pines, 1 x oak and 1 x 

sycamore.  Members commended the tree report undertaken by Andrew Gale and after 

a short discussion it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED:  
 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, providing the works were 

undertaken by Andrew Gale or other qualified tree surgeon. 

 

(f) DC/19/0875: 29, West Street.  This application was for alterations to existing front 

elevation, ground floor and bay window and the erection of a detached shed to the rear.  

It was noted that one letter of objection had been received and that whilst HDC’s 

Conservation Officer did not have a problem with the shed, he had expressed his 

concern about “the proliferation of doors, resulting in a confusing and fussy ground 

floor” and that he “could accept a design that reinstates the solidity of the ground floor 

with a single central door flanked by two windows as illustrated on no.31. The current 

proposal will further dilute the character of the row and this will lead to less than 

substantial harm to the character of the conservation area. If the applicant is willing to 

revise the design, I could support the application.”  Discussions ensued and taking into 

account the Conservations Officer’s report, it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED. 

 

That a comment of OBJECTION be sent to HDC regarding the doors. 

 

(g) DC/19/0926: Lower Hutt, Kithurst Lane.  This application was for the conversion of 

the storage area above the garage into a habitable living space. Plans were projected for 

all to see and Mrs. Worthington-Leese read out Members’ comments.  Whilst Members 

had no objection to the conversion, they were concerned about the possibility of the 

property being sold off separately, as such it was agreed that a Condition should be 

placed on the application, tying it into the main property.  After a short discussion, it 

was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, providing a Condition be 

placed on the garage/dwelling tying it to the main property, stating that it 

should remain ancillary to the main property. 

 

(h) SDNP/19/01225/HOUS: Blessings, Barns Farm Lane.  This application was for the 

removal and replacement of existing front elevation conservatory, erection of a two 

storey extension to main house and erection of a single storey front extension.  The 

plans were projected and after a short discussion it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC. 

 

156. Planning Application Decisions – Appendix II.  These were duly NOTED.   
 

 

157. Planning Applications, Comment Summary – since the meeting of 11th April – Appendix 

III.  These were duly NOTED.   
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158. Chairman’s Announcements.   

 

(a) HDC Governance of the Council’s Planning Process – Approved Recommendations.  

Mrs. Worthington-Leese read out an e-mail received from HDC’s Chief Executive on 

26th April which highlighted their approved recommendations as per below: 

•   Members can opt out of sitting on a Planning Committee if they decide to on an 

annual basis. If Members do opt out, they are still encouraged to attend training. 

•  That the scheme of delegation of responsibilities to Committees in the Council’s 

Constitution with regard to call-in of planning applications be amended as follows: 

“Where a Local Ward Member requests it, such requests to be in writing (to 

include e-mail) and sent to the Head of Development”, and “Where eight or more 

persons in different households living within the district or close to the 

neighbouring authority boundary or where bodies make a written representation (to 

include email), which discloses a material planning consideration within the 

consultation period and is inconsistent with the Head of Development’s 

recommendation.” 

•  Site visits will continue as per the Constitution but Planning Officers will facilitate 

a site visit to sites where access is restricted. 

•  A code of practice is to be produced which sets out general rules for Member and 

officer communication at the pre-application stage. 

•  The existing two area-based Planning Committees will be retained. 

•  The section in the Council Procedure Rules of the Constitution which deals with 

public speaking on agenda items will be amended to allow Parish Council or 

Neighbourhood Councils to speak for up to five minutes instead of two minutes on 

Planning applications. 

•  These changes will be reviewed after 12 months of operation. 

 

(b) Burns Cottage, Manleys Hill – use of unauthorised driveway.  Mrs. Worthington-

Leese reported that despite previous assurances that the tenants would not use this 

unauthorised access, cars had reportedly been parking in the drive.  This matter had been 

reported to County Highways and Mrs. Worthington-Leese read out their response.  She 

also reported that she had spoken to County Councillor Marshall, stating that County 

needed to make a decision as to whether this junction was dangerous or not.  The Parish 

Council had spent years pursuing this matter, only for it to be pushed from pillar to post.  

Members confirmed that a car had been parked on the driveway for most of the week. 

 

(c) DC/17/2117: Longbury Hill Wood, Rock Road – Appeal Allowed.  A copy of the 

Appeal decision is available in the office, should anyone wish to view the Conditions. 

 

(d) DISC/19/0019 – Glebe Surgery, Monastery Lane – e-mail from HDC.  Discharge of 

Condition 31 relating to boundary treatment.  Despite the Parish Council’s objections, 

Members had been informed via e-mail that HDC were going to approve the 

abovementioned application. 

 

(e) Date for June 2019 Meeting.  It was reported that as Drama have a performance on 13th 

June, our Planning Committee Meeting could not be held on that date.  The Deputy Clerk 

had tried to reschedule it to Thursday 6th, but due to other commitments, could not get a 

quorum.  After discussion, it was suggested that the meeting be put back to THURSDAY 

20TH JUNE and holding comments would be sent to HDC for any applications requiring 

comment before that date.  These would then be ratified at 20th June Meeting.  It was 

AGREED that Members would check their diaries and the date be changed to 20th June. 
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159. Documents for Councillors to Read.  There were no documents for Councillors to read. 

 

160. Any Other Business.  Mr. Jerman mentioned that rainwater from the Glebe development had 

been billowing out from the site across Monastery Lane on Wednesday morning, flooding the 

road in areas.   The Deputy Clerk had reported this to Horsham and the following response had 

been received:- 

“There were previous concerns raised over the drainage which the developer rectified some 

time ago. I had confirmation back at the end of February that their ground workers had 

installed a temporary channel drain across the access road to catch excess run off and collect 

the open ended drain from the surgery car park. This run off is to be directed into Plot 1's 

garden where it should infiltrate into the ground. 

Given the level of rain that is forecast of the coming days please could you monitor the 

situation and come back to me at the beginning of next week with an update?” 

 Any further flooding of the area should be reported to the Office, in order that HDC can be 

kept up to date. 

 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.45 pm 

 

 

 


