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 STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  

HELD IN THE CHANCTONBURY ROOM, THE PARISH HALL, 

THAKEHAM ROAD, STORRINGTON, 

ON WEDNESDAY, 15TH MAY 2019, 

COMMENCING AT 7.00 p.m. 

 

 
Present: Mrs A Worthington-Leese in the chair, Miss C Brown, Mr J Davis, Mr R Evea, Mrs B 

Gilligan, Mr A Head, Mr R Hurley, Mr R Jerman, Mr M Lewis and Mrs L Wheatley. 

 

Also Present:  County Councillor Paul Marshall (arrived during the meeting). 

   1 Member of the Public. 

 

   

 

1. TO ELECT A CHAIRMAN FOR THE ENSUING YEAR AND SIGNING OF 

DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE. Mr Jerman Proposed Mrs 

Worthington-Leese, Mrs Wheatley Seconded and it was AGREED. 

 

  That Mrs Worthington-Leese be Chairman for the ensuing year. 

 

 Mrs Worthington-Leese duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 

 

2. TO ELECT A VICE-CHAIRMAN FOR THE ENSUING YEAR AND SIGNING OF 

DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE.  Mrs Worthington-Leese Proposed 

Mrs Wheatley Mr Head Seconded and it was AGREED. 

 

  That Mrs Wheatley be Vice-Chairman for the ensuing year. 

 

 Mrs Wheatley duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 

 
 

3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  Were received from Mr Dent (prior engagement). The 

reasons for absence were duly ACCEPTED. 

 

MEMBERS NOT PRESENT.  Mrs G Kittle. 

   

4.  TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS.  There were no 

declarations of interest. 

 

5. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE AND UPDATED 

REGISTERS OF INTERESTS FORMS FROM MEMBERS.  The Clerk received the 

documents from those present. 

 

6. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON THE 24th APRIL 2019.  The Minutes were duly AGREED to be a correct 

record of the proceedings thereat and were duly signed by the Chairman. 
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7. MATTERS ARISING:   

 

(a) Minute No. 219 – Storrington Recreation Ground Car Park Drainage Problems.  

Councillors Dent and Head had met with WSCC’s Highway Engineer, Tom King, to 

advise him of the problems and to highlight the potential for the drains to be blocked or 

collapsed beyond the car park and onto the highway.  The Clerk had provided Mr King 

with a copy of the survey undertaken in 2016 and he agreed to respond further once he 

had reviewed the document. 

 

 

8. TO RECEIVE AND IF APPROVED, TO ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE 

FOLLOWING COMMITTEE MEETINGS. 

 

(a) Planning and Development Committee held on 9th May 2019. Mr Jerman referred to 

minute no. 158 (a) – HDC Governance of the Planning Process and members were 

pleased to see that Parish Councils would be given more time to speak at Planning 

Meetings and that the existing HDC planning committees would not be merged. It was 

also noted that the recommendation to increase the number of objections to trigger an 

application being called in was rejected and Mrs Worthington-Leese reported that the 

objections received would need to be from people in the local area.   It was also noted 

that there are several matters relating to trees being addressed at present. The Minutes 

were duly ADOPTED.   

 

As County Councillor Marshall was expected to arrive later in the meeting, the Chairman changed 

the order of the agenda and the next item was brought forward. 

 

9. STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON AND WASHINGTON NEIGHBOURHOOD 

PLAN – UPDATE AND TO DISCUSS PUBLICITY FOR REFERENDUM.  Following 

the focussed consultation period, Mrs Worthington-Leese reported that HDC had published 

its decision notice stating that the Plan should progress to referendum.  Neighbourhood 

Planning Regulations state that the referendum must be held within a period of 56 working 

days from the date of the decision notice and the Clerk was expecting to confirm this date 

within the next few days.   

 

10. TO REVIEW THE TERMS OF REFERENCE OF COMMITTEES.  The Terms of 

Reference had been distributed to all members.  Mrs Worthington-Leese noted that there was 

a significant overlap of responsibilities between the Infrastructure, Communications and 

Environment Committee and the Recreation and Property Committee and suggested that 

consideration be given to merging them.  After discussing the pros and cons of this 

suggestion it was AGREED. 

 

That the two Committees be merged for a trial period of six months.  If the trial is 

found to be successful after this period, then the name of the new committee will be 

decided. 
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11. SETTING THE DATES, TIMES AND PLACE OF ORDINARY MEETINGS OF THE 

FULL COUNCIL FOR THE YEAR AHEAD.  Members had been provided with the 

proposed calendar of meetings.  Copies of the Calendar of Meetings would be available from 

the Parish Office and from the Parish Council website. 

 

 

12. RECEIPT OF NOMINATIONS TO EXISTING COMMITTEES. 

 

(a) Infrastructure, Communications and Environment & Recreation and Property.  

It was AGREED that the membership should be as follows: - 

 

 Miss Brown, Mr Davis, Mr Dent, Mrs Gilligan, Mr Head, Mr Hurley, Mr 

Jerman, Mrs Kittle, Mr Lewis, Mrs Wheatley and the Council Chairman. 

 

(c) Planning and Development.  It was AGREED that the membership should be as 

follows: - 

 

Mr Davis, Mr Dent, Mr Evea, Mr Head, Mr Jerman, Mr Lewis and the 

Council Chairman. 

   

 It was noted that whilst he is a member of the Committee, Mr Davis would only 

attend meetings when there is a risk of a quorum not being met and with sufficient 

notice. 

 
  

13. REVIEW OF REPRESENTATION ON OR WORK WITH EXTERNAL BODIES 

AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR REPORTING BACK: - 

 

(a) Horsham and District Association of Local Councils. It was agreed that the Parish 

Council should remain a member of this Association but that representatives should 

be chosen depending on the nature of the items on the agenda on each occasion of a 

meeting. 

 

 

14. PARISH COUNCIL MEMBER APPOINTMENTS TO THE SOUTH DOWNS 

NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY – TO CONSIDER NOMINATING A MEMBER.  It 

was reported that following the Elections in May 2019, the current appointments of 4 Parish 

Members to the National Park Authority have expired.  Any Parishes wholly or partly in the 

West Sussex area of the SDNP are invited to nominate a Councillor and Mr Lewis had 

expressed an interest in becoming a candidate. He explained that he had researched the role 

and had spoken to existing members to gain an insight into what might be expected of the 

successful candidate.  Members were asked to consider his nomination.  6 In Favour, 3 

Abstentions.  It was therefore AGREED. 

 

To Nominate Mr Lewis as a candidate for appointment to the South Downs 

National Park Authority. 
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County Councillor Paul Marshall arrived and the following items were raised. 

 

15. DISTRICT MATTERS.  In his role of District Councillor, Mr Marshall reported that 13 

Members of the Green party had been appointed across West Sussex for the first time 

following the recent District Council elections. 

 

16. COUNTY MATTERS. 

 

(a) Children and Young People’s Services.  As the recently appointed Cabinet 

Member, Cllr Marshall highlighted the significant challenges in this area, specifically 

with regard to recruitment and retention of qualified staff.  A recent Ofsted inspection 

had resulted in a report condemning the current provision which has led WSCC’s 

Cabinet Support to invest a total of £10 million towards improving the sector.  Cllr 

Marshall was involved in a review board tasked to appraise the situation and 

implement a series of improvements. However, he explained that this would take 

some time and one important element would be to improve relations with the schools 

in the county. 

 

Mrs Wheatley referred to WSCC’s decision some time ago to withdraw provision of 

youth services and that this could have attributed to the problems Cllr Marshall was 

describing.  

 

Mrs Gilligan referred to problems being encountered with secondary school 

placements. She explained that many students are being placed at schools outside of 

their catchment area which in many cases required multiple modes of transport and 

Mrs Worthington-Leese commented on the impact of this on air-quality.  Cllr 

Marshall explained that his role did not cover education but that he was aware of 

some issues with placements.  He did however state that 90% of students are placed 

at one of their three preferred schools.   

 

Mr Evea acknowledged Cllr Marshall’s statement that WSCC cannot open new 

schools but commented that more could be done to support free schools etc.  Mrs 

Gilligan suggested that schools were being forced to take more pupils due to 

increased housing numbers and this is resulting in larger class sizes and pressure on 

the teachers.  She commented that students whose families do not have the resources 

to fund extra tutoring could be at a disadvantage. 

 

Members expressed their best wishes to Cllr Marshall for what was obviously going 

to be an important but very challenging role. 

 

17. TO CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING PURCHASES AS RECOMMENDED BY THE 

PREMISES MANAGER. 

  

(a) Treated timber to repair circular bench at Place Villerest - £150.00.  The Premises 

Manager had obtained costs for the timber required but it was noted that further 

expenditure for varnish and extra materials would be necessary.  This expenditure was 

APPROVED. 
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(b) Materials to create shelving in Storage Unit - £145.00.  The Premises Manager had 

suggested that the creation of shelving would provide more storage space in the unit and 

allow him to organise the contents more efficiently.  The expenditure was APPROVED. 

 

(c) Small Generator to power electric tools and lighting - £280.00.  The purchase of a 

generator would allow the Premises Manager to use his power tools in remote places and 

provide lighting in the winter months.  This expenditure was APPROVED. 

 

(d) Inflatable boat to provide access to the islands on the pond - £90.00.  Although access 

to the islands was possible on foot (wearing waders), the provision of a boat would 

enable the Premises Manager to transfer his tools, generator etc.  The expenditure was 

APPROVED. 
 

 

18. TO REVIEW AND AUTHORISE ACCOUNTS TO BE PAID.  Payments in the sum of 

£3,054.16 plus VAT for May were duly APPROVED.  It was noted that further accounts to 

be paid might be presented at the Annual Parish Meeting on 29th May 2019. 

 

 

19. ITEMS AVAILABLE FOR COUNCILLORS TO READ.  There were no documents. 

  

 

20. CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE.  No correspondence had been received. 

 

21. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ANY URGENT MATTERS.   

 

22. ADJOURNMENT.   

 

 

(a) Annual Parish Meeting – Wednesday 29th May.  Members were reminded that this 

meeting was taking place and that the Chairman of each committee would be required to 

make their annual report. 

 

(b) Neighbourhood Wardens.  It was reported that the Wardens would be commencing 

their roles in the Parish on Wednesday 22nd May.  Their initial shift patterns will be 9-5 

for the first two weeks whilst they make themselves visible to the community.  Following 

this period, they will commence a more varied shift pattern to include evenings and 

weekend work.  Miss Brown had undertaken some extensive research into how the 

Wardens’ roles would be measured and after discussion, it was agreed that she would 

meet with the members of the Wardens’ Steering Group (Cllrs Head and Lewis along 

with the Clerk), to review her findings. 

 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.30 pm 


