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Storrington & Sullington Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning and Development Committee held in The Chanctonbury 

Room, the Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington on Thursday 11th July 2019, commencing 

at 7.00 p.m. 

 

 

Present:   Mrs. A. Worthington-Leese in the Chair, Mr. M Lewis, Mr. A. Head and Mr. R 

Jerman. 

 

Attendees: 1 Member of the Public. 

 

 

15.  Apologies for Absence.  Apologies for absence had been received from Messrs. J. Davis, B. 

Dent and R. Evea (prior engagements).  The reasons for absence were duly approved. 

 

16. To Receive Declarations of Interest from Members.  There were no declarations of interest. 

 

17. To Approve and Sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 20th June 2019.  Minute No. 

9. third paragraph, third sentence the word “staring” should read “starting”.  With this 

amendment made, these minutes were duly APPROVED as being a correct record of the 

proceedings thereat and were duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

 Matters Arising.  

 

18. (a)  Minute No. 6(a): Tree Condition Survey, Ravenscroft – update.  County Councillor 

Paul Marshall had been asked to escalate this matter on 27th June; he had then written to 

colleagues on 1st July requesting a response.  As no response had been received, the 

Deputy Clerk had chased Councillor Marshall on 9th July and he had again written to 

his colleagues at County on 10th July.  No response received to date.  

 

 (b) Minute No. 6(d): Various Tree Issues.  Mrs. Worthington Leese confirmed that all the 

actions under this minute had been undertaken by the Deputy Clerk.  UK Power 

Networks had been in touch and organised some tree/hedge cutting works along 

Hurston Lane and had escalated the works necessary to the front of the Parish Hall.  A 

response had finally been received from the Wayleave Officer at Openreach which 

stated that they did not undertake tree cutting unless a fault had been reported, which 

would result in only the offending branches being trimmed to reinstate service. They 

had attached a copy of their tree lopping policy for reference.  

 

(c)  Minute No. 6(g): Burns Cottage, Manleys Hill.  This matter was escalated to County 

Councillor Paul Marshall on 27th June, along with historical notes from various parties.  

He responded on 1st July stating: “Thank you Caroline for the email. I have copied in 

Chris Stark. But I thought I saw an acknowledgement from Chris which said this matter 

is with the legal department.  Are you able to confirm this again please Chris?”  Mrs. 

Worthington-Leese had received a response from Chris Stark on 26th April which read: 

“Thank you for this.  Our officers are continuing to monitor the situation to gather 

evidence for discussing options with legal services.  Please note that when matters 

progress to a legal stage consideration has to be given as to whether pursuance is 

within the public interest, given the costs that can be incurred.  We will keep the Parish 

Council and Paul, as local Member, informed.”  Mrs. Worthington-Leese reported that 

she had spoken with Councillor Marshall, requesting that someone came out and 

measured whether the driveway met the statutory guidelines and if so, this case would 

be closed.  The amount of time it had taken to get a response from County on this 

matter was felt to be ridiculous. 
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(d) Minute No. 6(h): The Glebe Development – Rainwater Issues.  After investigation, 

the office received a response from Liz Dalyrymple on 27th June which stated: “We 

have now heard back from the Director of the developers at The Glebe and it is, I feel 

very good news.  The Senior Project Manager has visited the site and reviewed the 

drainage situation and the situation is as follows: As was previously discussed with 

Rowena Maslen, the access road will eventually be permeable paved but this cannot be 

carried out during construction as mud and silt from site activity would block up the 

gaps in the paving and ultimately require the surface to be re-laid. A temporary Acco 

drain and back inlet gully was therefore installed at the entrance to prevent surface 

water run-off from the new access road from entering Monastery Lane.  Upon 

investigation yesterday this had silted up and has now been fully cleaned out and the 

run-off route to the existing ditch further improved. We will ensure that this is regularly 

checked and cleaned from now on.  They are also arranging for the existing gully in 

Monastery Lane to be cleaned out.  The SPM has also said that it is clear that further 

run-off is coming from the existing Surgery car park and its related site entrance, and 

the Director has confirmed that they have contacted the new developer to get them to 

address this.  As you can appreciate we have experienced some unseasonal high 

rainfall events in recent weeks, but they will endeavour to manage this situation to 

avoid as far as possible any further flooding.”  Members agreed to inform the Deputy 

Clerk of any future issues. 

 

(e) Minute No. 9: Trees around Sullington Recreation Ground – update.  Due to the 

matters raised regarding recent tree quotations and works, the Deputy Clerk had not 

requested any quotation for the removal of the dead trees.  The Parish Council’s 

Financial Regulations were the National recommendations for financial management, 

which stated that: “When it is to enter into a contract of less than £25,000 in value for 

the supply of goods or materials or for the execution of works or specialist services 

other than such goods, materials, works or specialist services as are excepted as set out 

in paragraph (a) the Clerk or RFO shall obtain 3 quotations (priced descriptions of the 

proposed supply); where the value is below £3,000 and above £100 the Clerk or RFO 

shall strive to obtain 3 estimates.”  Members were given a copy of the current 

Regulations, (which were going to be reviewed by the Full Council in August), but in 

the meantime, it was suggested and UNANIMOUSLY AGREED:   that the Deputy 

Clerk should arrange for Sussex Tree Surgery to undertake the works, noting that 

because of the location of the trees, the stumps did not need to be ground out.  

 

(f) Minute No. 9: Oak Tree at Place Villerest – update.  The Deputy Clerk had taken 

some photographs of the offending greenery and branches at head height and forwarded 

them (on 27th June) to HDC, requesting they undertake a site visit and carry out routine 

maintenance as necessary.  On 2nd July this matter had been forwarded by Horsham 

Parks & Gardens team to Sarah Johnson, requesting that an inspection and follow up 

work to the tree be organised.  

 

19.  To Review and Consider the quotations for suggested tree works at The Glade.  Mrs 

Worthington-Leese informed members that all three quotations had now been received as per 

below: 

 

Sussex Tree Surgery   £2,730  

Head4Heights Tree Surgery £4,405 

Andrew Gale   £4,248 
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All quotations included the removal of the larger timber, some waste chipped and left in 

designated areas to be used on the pathways, with the smaller timber stacked in designated 

areas to create natural habitats for the wildlife.  Members noted Andrew Gale’s comments.  

Discussions ensued regarding the availability of the arboriculturalists and the need for the 

Parish Council to have more than one company to rely on, when tree works are necessary.  

Messrs Jerman and Lewis proposed that as previous works has been undertaken by Sussex Tree 

Surgery and Members were happy with the standard of work, that the quotation from Sussex 

Tree Surgery of £2,730 be ACCEPTED. This was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED.  As such, 

the Deputy Clerk was asked to instruct Sussex Tree Surgery to carry out the proposed works at 

their earliest convenience and inform Storrington Conservation Group of when the works were 

being undertaken. 

 

20. To Review and Consider the quotations for removal of the dead Ash Tree at Storrington 

Recreation Ground, along with other issues noted by Andrew Gale.   As per June’s minute 

number 8., all three quotes had been received.  Having reviewed all quotations and bearing in 

mind the decision made in 19 above, after discussion, it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: to  

ACCEPT the offer from Sussex Tree Surgery to remove this tree free of charge.  The Deputy 

Clerk was instructed to contact STS and schedule in a date for the tree to be removed and again 

inform Storrington Conservation Group. 

 

21 Planning Applications awaiting Comment – Appendix I. 

 

(a) DC/19/0986: 424, High Street. This application was for the installation of 1 x non-

illuminated sign.  Members viewed the plans and considered the proposals.  Mrs. 

Worthington-Leese read out Members’ comments.  Whilst concerns were expressed as 

to the brightness of the main white sign, it was felt that this would tone down in time.  

Having said that, this building was in a very prominent position within the 

Conservation Area and window stickers are contrary to the Parish Design Statement.  

Members also felt that the white sign to the right of the entrance door was too large and 

prominent.  After discussion it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED:  
 

That a comment of STRONG OBJECTION be sent to HDC, listing the 

abovementioned reasons. 
 

(b) DC/19/1267: Rocky Top Farm, Hurston Lane.  This application was for a touring 

caravan to have occasional overnight use for animal welfare and security.  Plans were 

projected for all to see.  Members stated that they did not understand what “occasional 

use” meant and that if this use was needed for welfare and security, why was it only 

occasional?  Mr. Jerman also felt that there was not enough detail supplied and as such 

he objected. Mrs. Worthington-Leese and Mr Lewis concurred as did Mr. Head who 

also felt it was unclear as to whether the caravan provided civilised accommodation, in 

terms of sanitation.  After a short discussion it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED:  
  

That a comment of OBJECTION be sent to HDC, listing the abovementioned 

reasons.  

 

(c) DC/19/1270: Hurston Place Farm, Hurston Lane.  This application was for the 

Variation of Condition 1 under approved application DC/19/0030 and an amendment to 

the plan to provide a large family bathroom adjacent to the bedrooms.  Whilst Members 

had objected to the previous application, HDC had seen fit to permit it and as such, 

there were no planning grounds on which to object.  As such it was UNANIMOUSLY 

AGREED:  
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That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC. 

 

(d) DC/19/1392: Library Car Park, North Street.  This application had only been 

received this morning and was for the installation of a freestanding illuminated digital 

display board.  Plans were projected for all to see.  Concern was expressed that this area 

had been pinpointed for the Village Map.  Mr. Lewis felt that the Village Map and this 

display board would work well together and had no objections to the proposals.  

Members concurred providing the old, out-dated map, to the right of the parking meter, 

was removed from site.  As such, it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED:  
 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC, with the request to 

remove the out-dated map at the same time. 

 

(e) DC/19/1393: Place Villerest, Old Mill Drive.  Again this application had only been 

received this morning and was for the installation of a freestanding illuminated digital 

display board.  Plans were projected for all to see.  Concerns were expressed that the 

proposed location was in the Conservation Area, and the fact that if allowed, the display 

board would be hidden at least five days out of seven, due to regular pitches and stalls 

selling their produce/wares on Place Villerest.  The Deputy Clerk was instructed to 

contact HDC and inform them of this.  Members suggested that the display board would 

be better placed in the Waitrose car park.  Members felt that the design was not in 

keeping with the Conservation Area and was therefore not acceptable.  As such, it was 

UNANIMOUSLY AGREED:  
 

That a comment of STRONG OBJECTION be sent to HDC, listing the reasons 

above. 

  

(f)  SDNP/19/02883/CND: West Sussex Golf Club, Golf Club Lane, Wiggonholt.  This 

application was for the Variation of Condition 1 under approved application 

SDNP/18/03818/FUL, relating to minor internal and external alterations, including 

increasing the height of the approved orangery.  Plans were projected and after a short 

discussion it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED:  
 

That a comment of NO OBJECTION be sent to HDC. 

 

22. Planning Application Decisions – Appendix II.  These were duly NOTED.   
 
 

23. Planning Applications, Comment Summary – since the meeting of 20th June – Appendix 

III.  These were duly NOTED.   

 

24. DC/16/2108: The Glebe – Discharge of obligations on Landscape Buffer.  Mrs. 

Worthington-Leese confirmed that the Deputy Clerk had sent Members’ objections to Barbara 

Childs on 28th June and this had been acknowledged on the same day.  

 

 Whilst discussing The Glebe, Mr. Jerman informed members that the two kissing gates had 

been removed from site and that the wooden fingerpost sign had also been removed and put in 

a pile of rubbish.  The Deputy Clerk was asked to investigate this matter and to check that the 

gates and signage would be replaced in due course. 
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25. Appeal Lodged. 

  

 DC/18/2084: Fryern Park Farm, Fryern Park, Fryern Road.  It had been confirmed that 

this Appeal would be dealt with by way of the written representation procedure and that any 

representations needed to be with the Planning Inspectorate by 26th July.  Mrs. Worthington-

Leese said that she would collate comments and forward them to Members for approval before 

sending them off to the Planning Inspectorate.  Members had also been made aware of Mr. 

Frost’s e-mail. 

 

26. Chairman’s Announcements.   

 

(a) DC/19/0417: Little Stoke, Sandgate Lane.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese informed members 

that this application was on the Planning Committee South’s Agenda for 16th July and 

was recommended for approval. 

 

(b) South Downs Local Plan.  Members noted that this Plan had been adopted by the 

Authority on 2nd July. The Deputy Clerk was instructed to acquire a hard copy of this 

Plan. 

 

(c) Request to place a Skip on land to the front of the Glade.  Members had been sent a 

request from a resident to place a skip to the left of their property, this had duly been 

agreed and the resident was written to on 3rd July confirming this, along with a few 

conditions that needed to be adhered to, namely: 

 

• The skip should not impinge on the pathway or the kerb/roadside. 

• The skip should be positioned as far back as possible, away from the kerb, without 

damaging any trees/hedgerows. 

• The skip should be removed within two months of its siting. 

 

Mr. Jerman requested that a copy of this information be forwarded to the Storrington 

Conservation Group for information. 

 

(d) Weeds and Ivy to the rear of 30, Sullington Copse.  The office had received an e-mail 

from the resident regarding the amount of ivy and weeds from Sullington Recreation 

Ground that were taking over her rear fence.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese confirmed that 

Peter, our Premises Manager, had cleared the obstruction and the resident had been 

informed. 

 

(e) Affordable Housing, Viability and Deliverability Questionnaire.  The Deputy Clerk 

had received a request from a student studying for her Masters in Town Planning at the 

University of Brighton, inviting members to take part in her research study.  The 

information was circulated and Members agreed that the types of questions being asked 

would be something the Parish Council would take up with HDC directly, rather than 

completing a questionnaire.   Members agreed that it was better to have hard facts than 

ill-informed information.  It was therefore agreed not to complete the questionnaire.  

 

(f) Burmese Gate, Browns Lane.  It had been reported to the office that a vehicle had 

damaged the top of the frame.  Mr. Jerman had very kindly taken photographs of said 

damage, along with the two base columns which showed areas of rot.  These had been 

forwarded to the Estate Manager and he had responded stating that he had emailed the 

Conservation Officer for advice on how best to proceed with any maintenance.   
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Once he had received a reply, he would contact the office.  As the gate was Grade II 

Listed there was nothing he could do until he had heard back from the Conservation 

Officer. 

 

(g) Field Maple at The Glade.  Members had asked the Deputy Clerk to ascertain whether 

this very fine specimen had a TPO on it.  As the area concerned falls in the Storrington 

Conservation Area, Horsham had confirmed that the tree would be protected under that 

and felt that placing a TPO on the tree was not considered necessary. 

 

27. Documents for Councillors to Read.   

 

(a) South Downs News – July 2019 Edition.  Members had received an electronic copy of 

this document. 

 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.50 pm 

 

 

 


