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 STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  

HELD IN THE CHANCTONBURY ROOM, THE PARISH HALL, 

THAKEHAM ROAD, STORRINGTON, 

ON WEDNESDAY, 25TH SEPTEMBER 2019, 

COMMENCING AT 7.00 p.m. 

 
Present: Mrs A Worthington-Leese in the chair, Ms C Brown, Mr J Davis, Mr B Dent, Mr R Evea, 

Mrs B Gilligan, Mr A Head, Mr R Hurley, Mr M Johnson, Mr J Monaghan and Mr P Oakham. 

 

Also Present: County Councillor Paul Marshall 

  Sharon Sadler (Storrington Business Owners) 

  Jeff Thomas (Sussex Local Magazine) 

 

  
 

72. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  Were received from Councillors Jerman, Kittle & 

Wheatley (prior engagements). The reasons for absence were duly ACCEPTED.  District 

Councillor Dawe had also given his apologies. 

 

Mrs Worthington-Leese announced the resignation of Councillor Lewis and expressed thanks for his 

service. 

   

73.  TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS. There were no 

declarations of interest. 

 

74. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON THE 28th AUGUST 2019.  The Minutes were duly AGREED to be a correct 

record of the proceedings thereat and were duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

 

75. MATTERS ARISING:  No Matters were raised. 

 

 

76. TO RECEIVE AND IF APPROVED, TO ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE 

FOLLOWING COMMITTEE MEETINGS. 

 

(a) Infrastructure, Communications and Environment Committee held on 4th 

September 2019. Referring to Minute No. 18, Mr Head expressed concerns that the two 

items for discussion appeared to have been merged resulting in one vote and he stated 

that this did not reflect the conversation that took place. With this statement noted, The 

Minutes were duly ADOPTED.  

 

(b) Recreation and Property Committee held on 4th September 2019.  The Minutes were 

duly ADOPTED.  Mrs Gilligan apologised that she had missed the meeting but referred 

to her visit to the see the outdoor gym facility at Steyning. 
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(a) Planning and Development Committee held on 12th September 2019.  The Minutes 

were duly ADOPTED.  Referring to Minute No. 46, Mrs Worthington-Leese reported 

that the tree surveys had been rescheduled due to inclement weather. 

 

 

 COUNTY & DISTRICT MATTERS.  

 

77. County Matters.   

 

(a) Public Toilet.  Cllr. Marshall reported that a meeting had been arranged with 

representatives of WSCC’s Assets and Management Team for 1st October. 

 

(b) Kithurst Hill Car Park.  Cllr. Marshall explained that WSCC currently maintain this 

privately-owned car park, but notice had been given to the landowner that maintenance 

will cease from October 2020.  Talks are underway with the South Downs National Park 

Trust to see if responsibility for maintenance can be transferred to the Trust.  Mrs 

Worthington-Leese enquired about ownership of the car park at the top of Chantry Hill 

and it was noted that this car park does not feature on Ordnance Survey maps.  Cllr. 

Marshall indicated that WSCC had no responsibility for this car park but agreed that the 

access is very poor. 

 

(c) A27 – Highways England’s Public Consultation.  Cllr. Marshall noted that this item 

was on the agenda and reported that he would be recommending the magenta option 

when the matter is to be debated by WSCC. 

 

 

(d) B2139 Thakeham Road (Water Lane/ Rock Road Junctions) – Proposed changes to 

road layout.  Cllr. Marshall reported that he had met with WSCC’s Project Manager, 

Peter Bradley to discuss plans to change the current mini roundabout to a full traffic 

signal-controlled junction including a pedestrian crossing phase on both the northern and 

eastern sections.  A further meeting involving Members of Thakeham and this Parish 

Council and representatives of Steyning Grammar School had been arranged for 26th 

September.  Mrs Worthington-Leese and Mr Hurley would be attending this meeting and 

would report further following this. 

 

(e) Steyning Grammar School Buses – cuts to service.  Mrs Gilligan reported that the 

school had cut one bus service and affected  pupils have been transferred to the public 

Compass bus.  However, this public service has proved unreliable and due to its 

timetable, pupils do not have enough time to get to the bus at the end of school.  The 

verge next to the bus stop is also very small and cannot accommodate the number of 

passengers waiting to board.  Cllr. Marshall said that he was unaware that any services 

had been cut and requested that Mrs Gilligan provide the Clerk with the details so that 

they could be passed onto him for investigation. 
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78. District Matters.  No matters were raised. 

 

79. HDC – CONSULTATION ON REQUEST FROM LLOYDS BANK TO OPERATE A 

MOBILE BUS IN THE NORTH STREET CAR PARK ON TUESDAYS AND 

FRIDAYS.  Following the announcement of the closure of the Lloyds branch in Storrington, 

the bank had contacted HDC to request permission to operate the mobile bank in the North 

Street Car Park. Members had previously expressed concerns about the availability of spaces 

in the Car Park and it was noted that the bus would require 4 consecutive spaces for a whole 

business day on Tuesdays and half a day on Fridays.  Concerns were expressed that should 

the remaining banks decide to close their branches in the future, they could request similar 

licences which could result in a situation where there is more than one unit in the car park on 

several days of the week. It was noted that Nat West currently operates a mobile facility on 

Thursdays but only requires a few hours to service its customers so Members suggested that 

a similar arrangement could be offered to Lloyds.  The Clerk was asked to pass on this 

feedback to HDC. 

 

80. HIGHWAYS ENGLAND PUBLIC CONSULTATION – A27 ARUNDEL BYPASS – 

TO CONSIDER THE PARISH COUNCIL’S RESPONSE TO THE CONSULTATION. 

 A further consultation was being undertaken by Highways England and six options to reduce 

congestion and journey times along the A27 are being proposed.  Members had been 

provided with details of these route options and it was generally agreed that the Magenta 

option would have the least impact upon the environment whilst being the most likely to 

alleviate the air quality issues in the village due to vehicles diverting through Storrington to 

avoid congestion on the A27 at Arundel.  It was therefore AGREED. 

 

That the Clerk should register the Parish Council’s support for the Magenta 

Option. 

 

81. CLIMATE ACTION 

 

(a) To consider recommendation from the Infrastructure, Communications and 

Environment Committee to Declare a Climate Emergency.  Miss Brown summarised 

the discussion that took place at the meeting of the ICE Committee and Members debated 

the impact of declaring a “Climate Emergency” without full and proper research into 

what can be done to make a difference as a Parish Council. One Member stated his 

opinion that it was appropriate to Declare an Emergency whilst others expressed 

reservations about jumping on the bandwagon without fully understanding the 

implications of doing so. The matter was put to a vote: 1 in Favour, 9 Against, 1 

Abstention.  It was therefore DECIDED.  

 

Not to declare a Climate Emergency at this time. 
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(b) To consider recommendation from the Infrastructure, Communications and 

Environment Committee to form a Working Party to look at ways to reduce Carbon 

Emissions.  Following a discussion by the ICE Committee, a recommendation was being  

put forward that a working party be formed to look at ways to reduce carbon emissions. 

Whilst reticence had been demonstrated in declaring a Climate Emergency, it was 

considered entirely appropriate for the Parish Council to look at ways to reduce carbon 

emissions.  It was therefore AGREED. 

 

That a working party would be formed consisting of Cllrs, Brown, Evea, Gilligan, 

Head, Hurley,  Jerman, Monaghan and Oakham. 

 

Miss Brown suggested that the first item of business for the Working party to consider 

should be to recommend that the Parish Council resolve to incorporate climate action as a 

significant factor in all future decisions that it makes. This was AGREED. 

 

On the subject of climate change, Members had been provided with a copy of an article 

in the Sussex Local regarding air quality in Storrington and Jeff Thomas was invited to 

explain his idea to campaign for drivers to switch their engines off whilst idling.  There 

appeared to be a misunderstanding about the Parish Council’s willingness to be involved 

in this campaign and Mr Thomas was advised that the Clerk could contact WSCC and 

HDC on behalf of the magazine, should Mr Thomas wish, to enlist their support for a 

joint effort similar to one launched in Portsmouth earlier this year. 

 

 

82. TO CONSIDER REQUEST FROM STORRINGTON BUSINESS OWNERS THAT 

THE CHRISTMAS STREETLIGHTS BE SWITCHED ON DURING THE LAST 

WEEK OF NOVEMBER.  Following discussions at the last meeting, the Clerk had 

canvassed businesses in the High Street for their opinion regarding the switch on date and the 

majority had expressed a preference for the lights to be active earlier than the Storrington 

Christmas Night which was taking place on Thursday 5th December. There were some 

obstacles in arranging this however as a licence for the motifs had already been approved for 

a determined period and contact would need to be made with the utility company to extend 

the electricity supply.  Members also referred to the previous item of discussion and 

concluded that having the lights on two weeks early would not reflect the Council’s 

resolution regarding climate change.  It was therefore DECIDED. 

 

That the streetlights would be switched on during the Storrington Christmas Night 

Festivities on 5th December 2019.  However, the Children’s light designs that are 

erected on the front of shops may be switched on at the premises owners’ discretion 
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83. STORRINGTON RECREATION GROUND DRAINAGE – TO CONSIDER 

ENGAGING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES TO REVIEW THE DRAIN SURVEY 

AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS.  Following a site meeting some months ago, the 

Clerk had forwarded the results of the drain survey to WSCC’s Highways Engineer, Tom 

King.  Mr King had suggested that the drains in the car park tap into a Southern Water Foul 

Sewer Line but Councillors Dent and Head disagree.  It had been suggested that the Clerk 

contract a drainage engineer to review the survey and liaise with the appropriate agencies to 

come up with a robust plan for consideration.  This was AGREED. 

 

 

84. TO CONSIDER QUOTATIONS FOR SUPPLY OF GAS TO FOOTBALL 

PAVILION.  The Clerk had obtained quotations via a comparison company for the supply 

of gas at the Pavilion and also from British Gas to extend the current contract.  In line with 

earlier discussions, it had been suggested that renewable / carbon neutral energy should be 

considered but the Clerk reported that only few companies did a contract for gas supply only 

and more options were available for dual fuel.  As the Parish Council’s electricity contract 

will be due for review in October 2020, it was proposed that the council take the cheapest 

one-year deal and undertake a search for dual renewable electricity and gas options at the end 

of this period.  As the cheapest option was to extend the contract with British Gas, Miss 

Brown suggested that the Parish Council should consider carbon offsetting against the 

amount of C02 used and it was AGREED. 

 

To Accept the one-year contract extension with British Gas and to calculate the 

amount required to offset the amount of CO2. 

 

 

85. STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON AND WASHINGTON NEIGHBOURHOOD 

PLAN – UPDATE.  The Neighbourhood Plan had been adopted by Horsham District 

Council at its meeting on 4th September and was now a Statutory Planning Document.  

 

 

86. NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDENS – UPDATE ON RECRUITMENT PROCESS.  

Members were advised that the successful candidate had been recruited and would 

commence his role from 1st October.  The first few weeks would see him spending time in 

the Parish with the existing Warden and undertaking formal training at HDC.  Members had 

been provided with a revised shift pattern for the winter months which would see the 

Wardens being more visible during the daytime and evenings but not so late at night. 

  

As Mr Lewis had resigned from the Council, Mr Evea agreed to join the Neighbourhood 

Wardens Steering Group. 
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87. TO REVIEW AND AUTHORISE ACCOUNTS TO BE PAID.  Payments in the sum of  

£29,412.36 plus VAT for September were duly APPROVED. 

 

 

88. BANK RECONCILIATION FOR AUGUST 2019.  The documents were duly NOTED.  

 
 

89. ITEMS AVAILABLE FOR COUNCILLORS TO READ.  There were no items to read. 

 

 

90. CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE.  No correspondence had been received. 

 

 

91. DATE OF NEXT MEETING.  30th October 2019. 

 

 

 ADJOURNMENT 

 

92. REPORT FROM CHAIRMAN OF STORRINGTON BUSINESS OWNERS GROUP. 

Mrs Sadler reported that the group had been approached by the organisers of Village Day 

regarding early plans for the 2020 event.  The idea of planning some activities for the week 

leading up to the event had been raised and Mrs Sadler would report further as plans emerge. 

 

Mrs Sadler also reported the following success stories amongst local businesses. 

• The Village Deli had been named amongst the top 100 Independent shops in the UK and 

Ireland. 

• Fernholdt Barber Lounge had been voted West Sussex Barber of the Year. 

• Funnells Furnishing was celebrating 60 years in business 

• Body & Face was celebrating 25 years in business 

• Blush Hair Boutique has been nominated for Best Salon in Sussex. 

• Local Author Jo Johnson is about to publish her first book, much of which was written in 

the Vintage Rose café. 

 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.50 pm 


