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Storrington & Sullington Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning and Development Committee held in The Chanctonbury 

Room, the Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington on Thursday 10th October 2019, 

commencing at 7.00 p.m. 

 

 

Present:   Mrs. A. Worthington-Leese in the Chair, B. Dent, Mr. A. Head and Mr. R 

Jerman. 

 

56.  Apologies for Absence.  Apologies for absence had been received from Messrs. J. Davis and 

R. Evea (work commitments and prior engagement respectively).  The reasons for absence 

were duly approved. 

 

57. To Receive Declarations of Interest from Members.  There were no declarations of interest. 

 

58. To Approve and Sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 12th September 2019.  These 

minutes were duly APPROVED as being a correct record of the proceedings thereat and were 

duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

 Matters Arising.  

 

59. (a)  Minute No. 45(a): Tree Condition Survey, Ravenscroft.  Julie Bolton (County’s 

Arboriculturalist) had confirmed that she would be undertaking a site visit on 19th 

September.  A response had been received from Ann Campbell on 2nd October, 

apologising for the lack of response and confirming that she had been in discussion 

with her Tree Officer, Julie Bolton, and it appeared that the trees we’d mentioned were 

actually on Horsham District Council’s land and not on County’s.  That said, Julie had 

offered to deal with them on County’s behalf, especially the Ash trees, due to Ash 

Dieback, and would write to Horsham accordingly.  She promised to update the Parish 

Office of progress in due course. 

 

 (b) Minute No. 46: Tree Condition Surveys.  These were due to take place on 25th 

September, but due to the weather condition, had been rescheduled for Friday 18th 

October.  

 

60. To Review and Make Comment on the SDNP Affordable Housing Supplementary 

Planning Document – Consultation period 24th September to 19th November 2019.   Mr. 

Head reviewed this document and his comments are summarised below:- 

• Mixed housing will only be permitted inside existing settlements, must be 50% 

affordable on all developments of 3 homes & above. 

• Outside existing settlements development will be on ‘Rural Exception Sites’, secured by 

s106 agreements & be 100% affordable in perpetuity.  ref para 1.3, p 3. 

• Development will be ‘landscape led’, sites may not be split for separate development. 

ref para 2.1, p 4. 

• C1 & C2 (hotels & care homes) developments are not subject to this SPD but where 

there is doubt the presumption will be that C3 applies.  ref para 2.8, p 5. 

• Occupancy & local connection conditions are laid down.  Ref para 2.19, p 8  

• ‘Social renting’ is the preferred form but ‘in perpetuity’ applies to all forms of tenure.  

Ref para 3.2, p 22.  for how this will be achieved, including for outright or shared 

ownership see para 2.12 p 7. 

• There’s a lot of detail on calculation of e.g. site viability, review on site progress, 

permitted housing mix & affordable home contributions, and a draft contract. 



 

 

 

- 18 - 

STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Planning and Development Committee 

10th October 2019 

 

• How current & anticipated right to buy legislation will affect the perpetual 

affordability objective? 

 

Mrs. Worthington-Leese expressed her thanks to Mr. Head for taking the time to go 

through this document. Members discussed the comments above and it was 

UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to forward them to the SDNPA.  

 

61. HDC’s Paperless Planning – New Procedures from 1st November.  This document had 

been circulated to Members on 26th September.  Members had raised the following concerns 

which had been sent to Emma Parkes (Head of Development Management) on 30th September: 

What happens with the larger developments, will the PC still receive paper copies (when 

requested)?   

The poor quality of some plans.  Some of the time the detail is unreadable on a normal screen 

even to those with a working lifetime of reading drawings, zooming in on screen to examine the 

detail of a large plan often does not help, it just becomes blurrier.  I doubt we are alone in the 

district with this view. 

Mrs. Worthington-Leese read out Emma’s response as per below:- 

“The document published does not support the provision of plans for majors. We at times do 

receive a paper copy directly from developer(s) for major applications and can in instances 

where there is a spare copy contact you for you to arrange collection from our offices. You 

may find as a Parish Council if you approach a developer for a copy they may be willing to 

provide one to you directly.  

Turning to the point of the quality of plans on screen are there some examples you can send to 

me? This will assist in identifying what the nature of the problem is for a solution to be found. 

If you haven’t perhaps you can make a note over a period of time and send them to me.  

The majority of applications are submitted to us electronically as PDFs meaning the quality 

should be of such that it can be zoomed into.” 

  

 Members AGREED to monitor the situation regarding the quality of plans and the Deputy 

Clerk would collate those which were illegible and forward the details to Emma Parkes. 

 

62. DC/19/1113: Prior notification for Resurface of an Existing Track – Furzedown Field, 

Kithurst Lane – No Notification from HDC received.  The Deputy Clerk had been instructed 

to write to HDC Planning, asking why the Parish Council had not been notified of this 

application, only hearing about it from local residents, especially as it had been validated back 

in May.  This she had done on 30th September.  Due to no response she had chased on 8th 

October and Mrs. Worthington-Leese read out the Case Officer’s response.  Members felt that 

the response contradicted itself and Mrs. Worthington-Leese confirmed she had been in 

discussions with the Case Officer and informed them of the Committee’s wish to comment on 

the application.  As such, details were projected and Members discussed the proposals, noting 

that 16 letters of objections had been submitted to HDC.  Discussions ensued and the following 

comments were made: Kithurst Lane was a private lane and Members questioned whether 

permission had been sought from the residents for this proposal.  The site is visible from the 

National Park and is not in our adopted Neighbourhood Plan as suitable for development. What 

was previously a farm gate over a grass bank, was now being turned into a suburban driveway.  

Members did not understand the need for the second entrance, when an entrance off School 

Lane had already been installed without permission.  The loss of hedgerows and trees was also 

of concern.  It was therefore UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That the comment of  STRONG OBJECTION should be sent to HDC, listing 

the abovementioned comments. 
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63.  Planning Applications awaiting Comment – Appendix I. 

 

(a) DC/19/1977: Tesla Engineering Ltd, Water Lane.  This application was for the 

Variation of Condition 1 to previously approved application DC/19/1977.  The plans 

were projected for all to see.  Mr. Head said with minute inspection it appeared that the 

change was to the concrete base and crane rails at the office end of the proposed 

extension.  He also felt parking was still an issue.  Members concurred that it was 

difficult to see the difference as the plans were not comparable with the ones previously 

submitted.  Members felt that the proposed new development should not cause any 

noise issues to residents of the surrounding area (both internal and external) and should 

meet the current environmental standards/attenuation units.  After discussion it was 

UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That the comment of No Objection should be sent to HDC, listing the 

abovementioned comments. 

 

(b) DC/19/2015: Land North of Downsview Avenue.  This was an outline application for 

the erection of up to 62 residential units and the creation of a new vehicle access, all 

matters reserved, except for access.  Bearing in mind the size of the application and the 

fact it had only been received on 7th October, Mrs. Worthington-Leese distributed 

various documents to Members to view and make comment on.  These comments 

would then be collated and the application put back on November’s Planning Agenda  

for discussion.  An extension on the 21 day comment period had been requested on 8th 

October, but this was not possible.  The Case Officer had said “I cannot issue an 

extension of time to the consultation period, but we will accept letters etc. after this 

date.  I very much doubt that we would have reached a decision by that point anyway, I 

should imagine that this should be fine.”    

With the above in mind, it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED that the Deputy Clerk 

would collate Members’ comments, distribute these for approval and then send them as 

a HOLDING COMMENT to HDC prior to the 21 day comment period.  This 

application would then be put on the November Planning Agenda for discussion and 

ratification. 

 

64. Planning Application Decisions – Appendix II.  These were duly NOTED.   
 

 

65. Planning Applications, Comment Summary – since the meeting of 12th September – 

Appendix III.  These were duly NOTED.   

 

66. Appeals Lodged. 

 

(a) SDNP/19/01017/FUL (in conjunction with DC/19/0428).  Mrs Worthington-Leese 

informed Members that an Appeal had been lodged against HDC’s decision to refuse 

planning permission for the change of use of an existing redundant agricultural building 

to a single dwelling.  The Appeal would be decided by way of the written 

representation procedure and any comments needed to be with the Inspectorate by 6th 

November 2019.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese took away the application and various notes, 

in order to compose additional comments. Once done, these would be circulated to 

Members for agreement and then conveyed to the Planning Inspectorate. 
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67. Appeal Decision. 

 

(a) SDNP/18/06445/FUL: Greenacres Farm, Washington Road.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese 

informed Members that on 12th September the Planning Inspectorate had dismissed the 

Appeal against HDC’s refusal to permit the removal of existing outbuildings and their 

replacement with a two bedroom bungalow.  

 

68. Enforcement Matters. 

 

(a) EN/19/0329: Oldfield Stables, Fryern Road.  On the 8th October, the Deputy Clerk had 

received the following response: “I have been in conversation with the owner of the 

property this morning – the owner has removed the extension and reduced the roof 

height.  I am satisfied that the structure has now been returned to the size approved 

under DC/09/0012.  The overall height of the structure is 3.10m (to ridge height) which 

is in line with the approved design and access statement which stated “it has an overall 

height of approximately 3m. In light of the above my compliance case will now be closed 

as the breach of planning control has now ceased.” 

 

(b) Re: 1358018: Bartons, West Chiltington Road.  Madeleine Hartley (HDC’s Planning 

Compliance Team Leader) had confirmed that she had been in contact with the owner, 

who had since confirmed that he intended to remove the unauthorised gate and gate piers, 

and reinstate a five bar gate.  This gate will be set back from the road due to highway 

safety.  She also confirmed that she had given the owner one month from 4th October to 

complete the works.  The Deputy Clerk had diarised this timescale in order that Members 

could check that the gate had been removed.    

 

(c) EN/19/0430: Cootham Lea Workshop, Pulborough Road.  The Deputy Clerk had 

chased HDC Compliance for an update on this case.  The following response had been 

received on 9th October: “EN/19/0430 was closed as it was a duplicate of the complaint 

received under EN/19/0410 – I have written to the owners and requested that the signage 

be removed as it is within an Area of Special Control of Adverts, is unauthorised and is 

unlikely to be granted advertisement consent.  I have asked for written confirmation of its 

removal so that I can undertake a site visit.” The Compliance Officer said she would 

forward the Deputy Clerk an update as soon as she had more information. 

 

(d) EN/19/0434: DC/15/2788 Paula Rosa Kitchens, Robell Way.  The Deputy Clerk had 

written to HDC as per minute no.52(e).  Their response was that like the Parish Council, 

the Planning Officer did not want a situation where motorbikes used the 

footpath/cycleway and that the office would review how best to avoid this.  They also 

noted our suggestions and said these would be given consideration when the 

footpath/cycleway link details were submitted (before the first occupation as per 

Condition 16).  

 

(e) EN/19/0474: Northlands Barn. Northlands Lane.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese informed 

Members that the Parish Office had been made aware of an alleged unauthorised access 

and tarmacked area off of Northlands Lane.  This information had been sent to HDC 

Compliance (along with accompanying photograph) on 26th September.  To date, no 

update had been received. 
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69. Chairman’s Announcements.   

 

(a) The Glebe Field Open Space Management Plan.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese confirmed 

that this document had been received via HDC and read out the accompanying e-mail.  

The details in the S106 paperwork require that the public open space be complete by the 

occupation of the 9th dwelling; this is estimated to be in approximately 6-9 months.  The 

Deputy Clerk was asked to resend the document to Members. 

 

(b) HDC Statement of Community Involvement 2019.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese explained 

that this is a statutory document which sets out the way in which HDC will engage with 

residents, communities etc. to ensure that as many people as possible have their say in 

planning decisions that affect them.  This document had been approved at the Cabinet 

Meeting on 26th September and now formed the adopted SCI for HDC. 

 

70. Documents for Councillors to Read.   

 

a) South Downs News – October 2019.  Members had been sent an electronic copy of this 

newsletter prior to the meeting. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8pm. 


