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Storrington & Sullington Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning and Development Committee held in The Chanctonbury 

Room, the Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington on Thursday 9th January 2020, 

commencing at 7.00 p.m. 

 

 

Present:   Mrs. A. Worthington-Leese in the Chair, B. Dent, Mr. R. Evea Mr. A. Head and 

Mr. P. Oakham. 

 

99.  Apologies for Absence.  Apologies for absence had been received from Messrs. J. Davis and 

Mr. R. Jerman (work commitments and prior engagement respectively).  The reasons for 

absence were duly approved. 

 

100. To Receive Declarations of Interest from Members.  There were no declarations of interest. 

 

101. To Approve and Sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 11th  December 2019.  These 

minutes were duly APPROVED as being a correct record of the proceedings thereat and were 

duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

 Deputy Clerk’s Update.  

 

102. (a)  Minute No. 59 (b): Tree Condition Surveys.  These surveys had been received and 

distributed to Members on 6th January. Members were asked to view and make 

comments on the report in preparation for next month’s meeting.  The Deputy Clerk 

was keen to get some of the recommended works undertaken before the end of this 

financial year and had asked for separate quotations for both the works to be undertaken 

within 3 months and for those within 6 months.  Once these had been received, they 

would be forwarded to Members in preparation for February’s Planning Meeting. 

  

 (b) Minute No. 91:  To Review and make recommendations on the Home Office 

Consultation on Strengthening Police Powers to tackle Unauthorised 

Encampments to pass to Full Council.  These recommendations had been passed to 

the Clerk in order that Full Council could consider the comments at their Meeting on 

22nd January.    

 

 (c) Minute No. 92 (b): DC/19/2015: Land North of Downsview Avenue.  Confirmation 

that the application was indeed outline, with all matters reserved except for access had 

been received on 13th December. The Case Officer had also reported that he had noted 

all other comments regarding the layout etc, and that these would be addressed in the 

report and at their Planning Committee.  Having received this confirmation, the 

Committee’s comments as listed in Minute No. 92. (b) had been forwarded to HDC on 

16th December. 

 

 (d) Minute No. 97 (a): DC/19/1558, Land at Oldfield Stables, Fryern Road.   This 

matter was escalated to Councillor Ray Dawe and the Case Officer had responded via 

HDC’s Planning Team on 17th December which stated: ‘In order for an application to 

be considered by Planning Committee one of the following criteria needed to be met:- 

  

• “Where the Parish or Neighbourhood Council makes a written representation (to 

include email) which discloses a material planning consideration and is 

inconsistent with the Head of Development’s recommendation, within the 

consultation period, and wishes to address the Planning Committee…..” 
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• While your objections were taken into account as part of the application process 

as the representation did not request the proposal be considered by Planning 

Committee or that you wished to address the Planning Committee, as such the 

above criterion was not met and the application was determined under delegated 

powers. 

   In terms of future proposals for the site/surrounding area we are not aware of any 

plans and planning permission would be required for the formation of additional gypsy 

pitches.  If any future applications are submitted they would be subject to public 

consultation and all comments would be taken into account prior to any 

recommendation being finalised.” 

  

(e) Minute No. 97 (b): DC/19/1113, Norbertine Order, Furzedown Field, Kithurst 

Lane.  This matter had been forwarded to Councillor Ray Dawe, requesting as to why 

HDC had seen fit to approve this application, despite so many objections and not 

putting it to HDC Planning Committee (South) to decide.  The Deputy Clerk informed 

Members that a response had been received from HDC on 23rd December which read: 

 

“This application has not been approved.  I have looked into the matter of the weekly 

list (where it was listed as determined and approved) and it would appear that this was 

included erroneously, I will be discussing with our System Supervisor in the New Year 

to see whether improvements can be made to how the weekly list of decisions is 

generated to avoid similar mistakes in the future. 

 

In terms of the application itself the case officer, and myself, have significant doubts as 

to whether the proposal can be carried out under permitted development, and even if 

prior approval were granted it would not confirm that the works could take place.  The 

agricultural and forestry prior approval process is though quite convoluted so if you 

would like to discuss this point further please let me know and I would be happy to give 

you a call in the New Year.” 

 

Members could not understand how this application could have been included in 

HDC’s Weekly Decisions List, if a decision had not been made.  Members requested 

that the Deputy Clerk enquire as to whether the applicant has been made aware of the 

decision and if so, had any form of enforcement been implemented. 

 

103.  To Consider request for Planning Application to go to Committee at Horsham.  

Bearing in mind Minutes Nos. 102. (d) and (e) above, Mrs. Worthington-Leese had 

made the suggestion that in future we should routinely request that any applications we 

have strongly objected to, be put to Committee, hence this agenda item.  Members 

discussed the issues with regards to HDC’s dismissive tone towards Members’ 

comments and after a short discussion, it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: that each 

application should be dealt with on a case by case basis and that where appropriate a 

comment should be included in our response that should the Officer’s recommendation 

be contrary to that of this Committee, we request that the application go to HDC’s 

Planning Committee.  

 

104.  Planning Applications awaiting Comment – Appendix I. 

 

(a) DC/19/2540: Hartswood House, Water Lane.  This application was for  the felling of 

4 x silver birch, 10 x silver birch saplings, 1 x scots pine and surgery to 3 x oaks.  The 

details were projected for all to see and Members noted that the Agent for the applicant 

was Andrew Gale.  Having read the report, Members assumed that  the comments under  
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T2 Pedunculate Oak (adj. to T1) to “sever the ivy at ground level and remove the tree” 

was an error and asked that the Deputy Clerk confirm this to be the case.  After a short 

conversation and provided the T2 comment mentioned above was indeed an error, it 

was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That the comment of NO OBJECTION should be sent to HDC, providing the 

works were undertaken by a qualified tree surgeon. 

 

105. Planning Application Decisions – Appendix II.  These were duly NOTED.   
 
 

106. Planning Applications, Comment Summary – since the meeting of 11th December – 

Appendix III.  These were duly NOTED.   

 

107. Enforcement Matters. 

 

(a) Re: 1358018: Bartons, West Chiltington Road.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese confirmed 

that on 29th December an e-mail had been received from HDC stating that the work to 

remove the unauthorised gate and replace it with a standard five-bar gate had been 

completed.  The case was now closed.   
 
(b) EN/19/0430: Cootham Lea Workshop, Pulborough Road.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese  

reported that on 13th December the Planning Compliance Officer had e-mailed the Parish 

Office stating that she had contacted both the owner of the sign and the owner of the 

land, reminding them that the unauthorised signage was a criminal offence that could 

lead to prosecution.  As such the sign had been removed and the compliance case was 

now closed.  Should Members notice the sign reappear, they should report it directly to 

the Parish Office.  

 

(c) EN/19/0434: DC/15/2788 Paula Rosa Kitchens, Robell Way.  This case was now 

closed. 

 

108. Appeal Decisions. 

 

(a) SDNP/19/01017/FUL and DC/19/0428: The Granary, Hurston Place Farm, Hurston 

Lane.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese informed members that the Planning Inspectorate had 

dismissed both Appeals on 18th December 2019.  Members had been sent a copy of the 

Decision Notice prior to the meeting. 

 

109. Chairman’s Announcements.   

 

(a) WSCC Publication of the Proposed Submission Draft Soft Sand Review of the West 

Sussex Joint Minerals Local Plan (Regulation 19).  Mrs. Worthington-Leese reported 

that these documents had been received too late to go on this agenda and as such she 

asked if anyone would like to take away the reports and make comments accordingly.  

Mr. Head kindly offered to do so.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese thanked Mr. Head and asked 

that the comments be circulated to all Members, in order that they could be 

discussed/approved at our February Meeting, in time to meet the deadline of 2nd March. 

Members concurred. 
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(b) HDC Local Plan 2019 – 2036.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese reported that at a recent HALC 

Meeting she had raised the question as to whether there was any point reviewing 

Neighbourhood Plans. This was discussed and she felt that it would be better for Parishes 

to work with Horsham District Council as regards the Local Plan for Horsham, with a 

sub-section for Parishes.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese read out an HDC e-mail which stated 

that the public consultation for the latter would start on 17th February and run until the 

end of March.  The timetable would also provide a second round of consultation in the 

Autumn, aiming for the Inspector, on behalf of the Secretary of State to examine it in 

2021.  

 

(c) HDC Street Naming & Numbering – Storrington Parish. Mrs. Worthington-Leese 

reported that the new dwelling (adjacent to The Dell, in Water Lane) postal address was 

confirmed as Sandpearl, Water Lane, Storrington, West Sussex, RH20 3LY. 
 

(d) WSCC/044/18/SR: Sandgate Park Quarry, Water Lane.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese 

informed Members that the application for the continuation of working mineral (sand 

extraction) but with enhanced restoration scheme for a nature conservation and informal 

recreation had been permitted on 8th January 2020.  Copies of the Decision Notice had 

been forwarded to Members prior to the Meeting and were also contained in Appendix II 

(Planning Application Decisions). 

 

(e) WSCC/001/20: Washington Sand Pit, Hampers Lane.  Notification of this application 

had been received this afternoon.  The Deputy Clerk would send links to the documents, 

in order that Members could view and make comments, prior to the closure date of 20th 

January. 

 

110. Documents for Councillors to Read.  There were no documents to read. 

 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.25 pm. 

 

 

 


