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STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Recreation and Property Committee held in The Chanctonbury Room, 

The Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington, on Wednesday, 8th January 2020 commencing at 7:40 

p.m. 

 

 

Present:  Mrs Wheatley In the Chair, Mr B Dent, Mr A Head, Mr R Hurley, Mr P Oakham and Mrs A 

Worthington-Leese 

 

Also Present:  Ken Collins & Roger Jamieson (Storrington and Pulborough District Rotary Club) 

    

      

49. Apologies for Absence. Were received from Mr Johnson and Mrs Gilligan (prior engagements). The 

reasons for absence were duly ACCEPTED. 

 

50. To Receive Declarations of Interest from Members.  There were no declarations of interest. 

 

 

51. To Approve and Sign the Minutes of the last Meeting held on the 13th November 2019.The 

minutes were duly APPROVED as being a correct record of the proceedings of the meeting and 

were signed by the Chairman. 

  

52. Clerk’s Update.  There were no updates to report. 

 

 

53. Sullington Play Project – To Review and approve tender documents.  Members had been 

provided with the proposed tender documents for the Outdoor Gym facility.  It was suggested that 

the tender process should run from Monday 3rd  February to 5:30 pm on Friday 13th March 2020 and 

the documents were APPROVED. 

 

 

54. Parish Hall AV System – To consider purchase of replacement centre speaker system at a cost 

of £800 including installation and to consider Rotary Film Society’s offer of contribution.  For 

several months, the Rotary Film Society had been reporting problems with sound during the film 

performance and the Clerk had made numerous attempts to arrange for suitable companies to come 

to review the equipment and fault find as unfortunately, the original installer of the equipment had 

passed away.  Whilst 2 separate companies had agreed to attend and undertake the review only one 

had managed to turn up at the agreed time but had not bought sufficient equipment to carry out a full 

review.  The Clerk was advised that the equipment was in working order but after subsequent trials 

involving the Rotary Film Club, it had become clear that there were still problems with the sound 

quality and other hirers had also started to report issues. The  Rotary Club then arranged for a 

reputable and local company (Aurac Sound and Vision of Billingshurst) to undertake an inspection 

and they found that the central speaker (located above the stage) had blown, probably due to music 

being played too loudly. A replacement centre speaker had been recommended at a cost of £800 to 

supply and install. The Clerk reported that whilst it was likely that a similar piece of equipment could 

be purchased for less than this cost, a professional installer would be required to connect it and 

experience with obtaining a company to come and inspect the equipment had shown that this could 

be quite time consuming and difficult to arrange. Aurac Sound and Vision had also indicated that it  
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would be willing to carry out regular inspections and maintenance of the system going forward, 

making recommendations for any improvements where necessary.  Members were also informed that 

the Rotary Club were offering to donate towards the equipment, but it was noted there may be 

occasions where it could be made available to other hirers.  It was also suggested that as the speaker 

would be part of any future upgrade of the system, it would be prudent for the Parish Council to own 

it outright and add it to its list of assets.  The Rotary Club was thanked for its kind offer, but it was 

DECIDED. 

 

To accept the quotation for supply and installation of a Monitor Silver C350 in 

Black at a cost of  £800 plus VAT. 

 

Mr Hurley reported that he was aware of issues with the microphones and the Clerk would consult 

with Aurac about this when the installation of the speaker was taking place. 

 

 

55. Hormare Field Improvements – To Consider list of recommendations from Grounds 

Maintenance Company at a total cost of £4,430.00 plus VAT.  Following the results of a PH test 

on the soil at the Hormare Field, Grasstex Ltd had put forward a list of recommended treatments 

including the introduction of appropriate fertilisers to the more stressed areas of the field.  The Clerk 

had been in contact with HDC to ascertain whether S106 monies earmarked for improvements to the 

field could be claimed for this and whilst it is usual for 3 quotations to be required, HDC had 

suggested that this would not be necessary in this instance due to the ongoing relationship between 

the Parish Council and this company who had been offering grounds maintenance services for some 

years.  It was AGREED. 

 

 

To ACCEPT the quotation to carry out the programme of treatments at a cost of £4,430 

plus VAT. 

 

The Clerk would need to liaise with the Vipers and other hirers of the field in order to arrange for the 

works to be undertaken and sufficient recovery time to be given following treatment.  

 

 

56. SASSY Awards – To Consider requests from Impulse Leisure. 

 

(a) To Introduce a Grub Club.  Over the last year, Impulse Leisure has delivered a scheme at its 

Lancing site to deliver 2 “Grub Clubs” per week during the school summer holidays and are 

hoping to launch a similar project in Storrington.  The project invites up to 15 young people 

per session to learn how to prepare a two-course healthy meal, take part in an hour of 

physical activity with a qualified sports coach, and then eat their meal in  social setting.  

Aimed at an age group of 7-14 with potential to deliver an additional club for younger 

children, the sessions will be marketed through local Integrated Prevention Early Help 

(IPEH) key workers, school referrals and other local agencies (GPs, social workers etc.), to 

ensure that those needing this kind of stimulation are targeted.   

 

Whilst all Members agreed that this is a very worthy scheme that would benefit a key group 

of people, some discomfort was felt that provision for those children with these needs should 

be the responsibility of the local authorities.  Contributing towards the cost of such a project  
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could allow those responsible for the welfare of children to abdicate their duties in this 

regard.  It was pointed out that the aim of the SASSY awards was to contribute towards 

projects that are available to all local young people and this particular scheme targeted certain 

individuals.  Mrs Wheatley requested the vote: 2 In Favour, 4 Against.  It was therefore 

reluctantly DECIDED.  

 

   That this particular application did not meet the criteria and was therefore declined. 

 

(b) To run free weekly youth activity sessions through the summer holidays.  In addition to the 

Grub Club scheme, Impulse Leisure is also planning to repeat this scheme which is open to a 

wider group of local young people aged between 11 - 16 years. The sessions will provide 

young people with a safe space during the summer holidays in which to take part in various 

sports and games tailored to suit boys and girls and focussing on improving fitness levels 

rather than concentrating on competitive elements.   Starting with weekly sessions for up to 

30 people during the school summer holidays and extending into the spring half term and 

onto Easter holidays 2021.  It was noted that the sessions held previously had been well 

received and well attended and it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED. 

 

To Contribute the sum of £500 towards weekly youth activity sessions at Impulse 

Leisure,  Storrington. 

 

 

57. Budget Review and Consideration of 2020/2021 requirements.  Members had been provided with 

a copy of the budget to November and proposed figures for the next financial year.  It was noted that 

the potential cost to repair the drainage at the Storrington Recreation Grounds would need to be 

factored into the budget and so it was proposed that the forecast for Infrastructure Repairs should be 

set at £50,000.  The Clerk also reported that the main doors and some windows at the Parish Hall 

would require replacing soon but these projects could be added to the CIL Priority list.  Increases to 

the Grounds Maintenance budget to accommodate extra verti-draining of the Hormare Field and an 

allocation of £65,00 for the Outdoor Gym at Sullington Recreation Ground were proposed (however 

the majority of the latter costs would be covered by s106 monies).  With these suggestions approved, 

the budget was: 

 

APPROVED and would now be recommended to full council at its meeting on 22nd 

January. 

 

58. Documents for Councillors to Read.  There were no documents. 

 

 

59. Health and Safety.   

 

60. Chairman’s Announcements and any other business.  There were no announcements. 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at  8.40 pm. 


