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STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Recreation and Property Committee held in The Chanctonbury Room, 

The Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington, on Wednesday, 4th March 2020 commencing at 7:40 

p.m. 

 

 

Present:  Mrs Wheatley In the Chair, Mr B Dent, Mrs B Gilligan, Mr A Head, Mr R Hurley, Mr P Oakham 

and Mrs A Worthington-Leese 

 

Also Present:  1 Member of the Public. 

 

      

61. Apologies for Absence.  No apologies were received.  Mrs Wheatley reiterated the comments made 

by Mrs Worthington-Leese at earlier meetings regarding the need for Members to apologise if they 

are unable to attend meetings. 

 

Members not Present. Mr M Johnson. 

 

62. To Receive Declarations of Interest from Members.  There were no declarations of interest. 

 

 

63. To Approve and Sign the Minutes of the last Meeting held on the 8th January 2020.The minutes 

were duly APPROVED as being a correct record of the proceedings of the meeting and were signed 

by the Chairman. 

  

64. Clerk’s Update.  The Clerk reported that the new speaker for the AV system in the hall had now 

been installed. 

 

65. Hormare Field. 

  

(a) Visit From Fun Fair.  The Clerk reported that Fun Fair organiser had been in contact to book 

the Hormare field from Monday 30th March to operate from Thursday 2nd April until Sunday 6th 

April and leaving on Monday 7th April. However, the Vipers had confirmed that they had been 

allocated home fixtures during this period. It was pointed out that the Vipers had been made 

aware that they would need to make way for the Fun Fair and other village events when they had 

been given free use the field for their matches. However, in light of the long spell of wet weather, 

concerns were raised that the surface of the field is currently unsuitable for the fair’s arrival.  As 

it was considered unlikely that the field would dry out sufficiently before the 30th March, 

Members regrettably DECIDED. 

 

To Decline the organiser’s request to bring the Fun Fair on 30th March 2020. 

 

(b) To consider request from Storrington Vipers to change date of ground treatment to allow 

for backlog of games to be played.  The Manager of the Vipers had been in contact to advise 

that due to the very bad weather over recent months, a large backlog of games had built up.  The 

Parish Council was asked to consider postponing the proposed ground works until later in May to 

accommodate the extended season.   Members discussed the request and noted that the field was 

not being used for games at present due to the waterlogged surface so it was considered likely 

that games would be backed up even further than the May date requested. 
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As it was considered highly important for the treatment of the field to be undertaken and given   

sufficient time to recover before the Village Day on 27th June, the request to postpone the works 

was regrettably DECLINED. 

 

 

66. Buildings Maintenance. 

  

(a) Parish Hall Main Doors.  The Clerk reported that the main entrance doors to the Parish Hall had 

become increasingly warped due to the amount of rain that had seeped into the wooden structure 

and the automatic locking system was failing on regular occasions.  One quotation had been 

received so far to replace the front door unit with a more weatherproof system and the Clerk 

would obtain two others for consideration. Referring to recent commitments made by the Parish 

Council with regard to climate change, it was suggested that any new system should be as 

environmentally friendly and sustainable as possible. 

 

(b) Buildings Inspections.  The Finance and Budget Committee had met recently to discuss the 

recommendations made in the Internal Auditor’s interim report (October 2019) and it was agreed 

that a 3 year Business Plan and budget forecast should be drawn up and a review of the Parish 

Council’s fixed assets should be undertaken. As part of this process it had been suggested that an 

inspection take place of all of the Parish Council’s assets and buildings to help plan for 

maintenance costs.  Mr Dent and Mr Head volunteered to join the Premises Manager on an 

inspection of the buildings and this would be arranged. 

 

  

67. Youth Provision – SASSY Award Applications. 

 

(a) Storrington Dramatic Society (SDS) - towards the cost of staging a performance with a cast 

of 80% children.  SDS will be staging “Oliver!” at the Parish Hall in July this year and the 

cast comprises of 80% young people from the local area including pupils from Steyning 

School Rock Road and Shooting Field campuses.   There are currently 14 junior members of 

SDS who are benefitting from being given a focus and discipline as well as confidence to put 

on a public performance. SDS hopes that the performance will also appeal to  young people 

in the audience, to encourage them to join the group.  The application is for the sum of £500 

towards the cost of licensing and scripts.  It was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED. 

 

To award the sum of £500.00 

 

(b) Chanctonbury District Guides – towards cost of excursion to Drusilla’s. Following receipt of 

the Parish Council’s newsletter advertising the SASSY Fund. The District Commissioner of 

the Chanctonbury District Guides had applied for the sum of £500 towards the cost of up to 

100 attendees.  It was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED. 

 

To award the sum of £500.00 
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68. Documents for Councillors to Read.  There were no documents. 

 

69. Health and Safety.   

 

(a) Repairs to Storrington Recreation Ground Play Equipment.  Following a recent play equipment 

inspection, a number of defects had been identified and with the agreement of the Chairman and 

Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council and this committee, the Clerk had arranged for the 

necessary parts to be ordered. This would be put to the Parish Council for ratification at the next 

meeting on 25th March. 

 

 Chairman’s Announcements and any other business.   

 

70. Storrington Football Club.  The Club had made a number of enquiries which were being explored 

by the Clerk.  Depending on her findings, these would be put to the committee at a future meeting. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at  8.15 pm. 


