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STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  

HELD IN THE CHANCTONBURY ROOM, THE PARISH HALL, 

THAKEHAM ROAD, STORRINGTON, 

ON THURSDAY 19TH MARCH 2020, 

COMMENCING AT 7.00 p.m. 

 
Present:  Mrs A Worthington-Leese in the Chair, Miss Brown, Mr R Evea, Mr A Head, Mr P 

Oakham & Mrs L Wheatley. 

   

195. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  Apologies had been received from Mr Dent, Mr Hurley, 

Mr Johnson, Mr Monaghan. (Coronavirus Related) and Mr Davis and Mr Jerman (Prior 

Engagements). The reasons for absence were duly ACCEPTED. 

  

Members Not Present:  Mrs Gilligan and Mrs Kittle 

 

196.  TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS. There were no 

declarations of interest. 

 

197. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH 

COUNCIL HELD ON 26TH FEBRUARY 2020. The Minutes were duly AGREED to be a 

correct record of the proceedings thereat and were duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

198. CLERK’S UPDATE. 

 

(a) Sullington Outdoor Gym – Tender Process.  The Clerk reported that 15 tenders had 

been received and Cllrs. Dent and Head had carried out initial vetting to ensure that the 

tender criteria had been met. The next stage would be to fully assess the proposals 

submitted and Councillors would be kept informed of the progress. 

 

199. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE FINANCE AND BUDGET 

COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON THE 26TH FEBRUARY 2020 AND TO 

APPROVE THE RECOMMENDATIONS MADE BY THE COMMITTEE 

INCLUDING THE WRITE-OFF OF HALL HIRE FEES AT THE SUM OF £35.00. 

The Minutes were duly AGREED to be a correct record of the proceedings thereat and were 

duly signed by the Chairman. 

The recommendations made in the minutes, including the write-off of £35.00 in respect of 

hall hire fees, were duly APPROVED. 

 

200. TO RECEIVE AND IF APPROVED, TO ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE 

FOLLOWING COMMITTEE MEETINGS. 

(a) Infrastructure Communications and Environment Committee held on 4th March  

2020. The Minutes were duly ADOPTED.   

(b) Recreation and Property Committee held on 4th March 2020. The Minutes were duly 

ADOPTED.   

(c) Planning and Development Committee held on 13th February 2020.  The Minutes 

were duly ADOPTED.   

 



 

 - 57 - 

STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL  

Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting 
19th March 2020 

 

201. HORSHAM DISTRICT LOCAL PLAN REVIEW 2019 -2036 CONSULTATION – TO 

CONSIDER PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE’S 

RECOMMENDED RESPONSE TO CONSULTATION.  Councillors had been provided 

with copies of two letters of response composed by the Planning and Development 

Committee (appended to the minutes), one which generally objects to the overall housing 

numbers being proposed across the district and specifically objects to the 3 additional sites 

being considered for this Parish; the second response raises concerns about the number of 

homes proposed for neighbouring parishes, and the effect that these developments would 

have upon the infrastructure of Storrington.  This response calls for a comprehensive study to 

be undertaken into the cumulative effect of the proposals upon Storrington’s Infrastructure 

and services, public transport system and air quality.  It was AGREED: 

 

That these two letters would be submitted to Horsham District Council as the 

Parish Council’s response to the Consultation. 

 

202. TO CONSIDER MEASURES TO ENSURE BUSINESS CONTINUITY IN THE 

EVENT OF THE CORONAVIRUS EMERGENCY DISRUPTING NORMAL 

PROCEDURES. In light of the fast-moving measures being announced by the Government to 

deal with the crisis caused by this pandemic, it was considered necessary to implement the 

following special measures in an effort to ensure business continuity. 

 

(a) To Consider Suspension of Standing Orders.  It was AGREED: 

 

That the Parish Council’s Standing Orders should be REVOKED until such time 

as considered necessary in order for the Clerk to carry out day to day functions on 

behalf of the Council.  Any decisions that the Parish Council would normally be 

required to consider, may be made by the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman 

and the Vice-Chairman (electronically or by telephone if necessary.) Such 

decisions will be reported to the Council by weekly email and formally reported at 

the next meeting of the Council, whenever that might be. 

 

(b)  To Consider Suspension of Financial Regulations.  It was AGREED: 

  

That the Parish Council’s Financial Regulations should be REVOKED until such 

time as considered necessary in order for the Clerk to authorise any day to day 

expenditure.  Any expenditure that the Parish Council would normally be required 

to approve, may be made by the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman and the 

Vice-Chairman (electronically or by telephone if necessary.) Such decisions will be 

reported to the Council by weekly email and formally reported at the next meeting 

of the Council, whenever that might be. 

 

(c) To Consider giving delegated powers to the Clerk and in her absence the Deputy 

Clerk until the next meeting.  It was AGREED: 

 

That the Clerk (and in her absence, the Deputy Clerk) should be given delegated 

powers until the next meeting.  
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(d) To Consider any additional measures to prevent unnecessary risk to Members and to 

the wider community.  The following measures were implemented. 

 

• All Parish Council and Committee meetings to be postponed until further notice. 

• The Parish Hall and Football Pavilion will be closed to all hirers providing non-

essential services from Monday 23rd March until further notice. 

• The Neighbourhood Wardens are actively promoting a system to match volunteers to 

vulnerable people in the Parish and are coordinating the scheme locally.  Changes to 

their shift patterns may become necessary to ensure that they are around when needed 

most. 

• The Parish Office will be closed to visitors until further notice. All enquiries to be 

made via email or telephone. 

• Members of the Planning & Development Committee may submit comments by email 

in respect of Planning applications received. These will then be collated and submitted 

to the Local Planning Authority as the Parish Council’s response. 

• If a matter is raised that requires comments or opinions from Councillors, Members 

may submit these by email so that they may be collated by the Clerk  

 

Members discussed the possibility of holding virtual meetings and the Clerk reported that 

whilst these were not permitted at present, it was hoped that legislation would soon be 

changed to allow this. 

 

 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND URGENT MATTERS.  

 

203. STORRINGTON RECREATION GROUND – DRAINAGE. The CCTV Survey had 

been completed and Cllrs Dent and Head had read the report which concludes that there is 

one particular area (SW6 – SW7) where the drain has collapsed and water cannot migrate as 

intended so is being forced above ground from the chamber. Another section of drain has 

also been identified as at risk of collapse (SW8-SW9).  Concerns have been raised by 

Impulse Leisure and by the Cricket Club about the effects of the flooding on the foundations 

of the building and the new nets facility and the drainage company had produced a quotation 

to replace the collapsed section of drain at (SW6-SW7) which would resolve these particular 

concerns.  Councillors noted however that the quotation did not cover the section that is at 

risk of collapse (SW8 – SW9) and questioned whether the drainage company considered that 

the works quoted for would alleviate the risk of this. It was recognised that any works would 

cause significant disruption to the area and in light of the potential “lock down” of social 

facilities, now might be the best time to have the works undertaken.  The Clerk was asked to 

contact the Drainage Company for comment on the second section of drainage.   

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7.40 pm 

 

 


