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STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  

HELD REMOTELY VIA THE ZOOM VIRTUAL MEETING PLATFORM, 

ON WEDNESDAY 27TH MAY 2020, 

COMMENCING AT 7.00 p.m. 

 
Present:  Mrs A Worthington-Leese in the Chair, Miss C Brown, Mr B Dent, Mr R Evea, Mrs 

B Gilligan, Mr A Head, Mr R Hurley, Mr R Jerman, Mrs G Kittle, Mr P Oakham & 

Mrs L Wheatley. 

 

Also Present:  County Councillor Paul Marshall 

  2 Members of the Public 

 

1. TO ELECT A CHAIRMAN FOR THE ENSUING YEAR AND SIGNING OF 

DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE. Mr Jerman  Proposed Mrs 

Worthington-Leese, Mrs Wheatley Seconded and it was AGREED. 

 

  That Mrs Worthington-Leese be Chairman for the ensuing year. 

 

 Mrs Worthington-Leese duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 

 

2. TO ELECT A VICE-CHAIRMAN FOR THE ENSUING YEAR AND SIGNING OF 

DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE.  Mrs Worthington-Leese Proposed 

Mrs Wheatley Mr Dent Seconded and it was AGREED. 

 

  That Mrs Wheatley be Vice-Chairman for the ensuing year. 

 

 Mrs Wheatley would sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office as soon as possible. 

 
 

3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  Were received from Mr Davis (work commitments). 

District Councillor Ray Dawe had also given his apologies. The reasons for absence were 

duly ACCEPTED. 

 

MEMBERS NOT PRESENT.  Mr M Johnson 

   

4.  TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS.  There were no 

declarations of interest. 

 

5. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE AND UPDATED 

REGISTERS OF INTERESTS FORMS FROM MEMBERS.  The Clerk would collate 

these documents as soon as possible. 

 

6. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY PARISH 

COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 19TH MARCH 2020.  The Minutes were duly 

AGREED to be a correct record of the proceedings thereat and were duly signed by the 

Chairman. 
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STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL  

Annual Parish Council Meeting 

27th May 2020 

 

   

With the agreement of the meeting, the Chairman brought forward the following item. 

 

7. URGENT COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS. As District Councillor 

Dawe was unable to attend, no district matters were raised. 

 

 County Councillor Marshall reported that the Waste Recycling Sites would be accepting 

more items from Monday 1st June. As all sites were operating well and adhering to social 

distancing measures, except for one incident at Crawley and organisers were confident that 

they will be able to manage this enhanced service. 

 

 Schools across the county will be opening in line with Government Guidelines from Monday 

1st June and Mrs Gilligan enquired whether extensions to applications for places would be 

applied. She explained that parents of children with EHCPs were expected to apply for their 

places before the end of July, but current restrictions prevented any school visits.  Cllr. 

Marshall agreed to make enquiries about this. 

 

Cllr Marshall reported that the Government has challenged County Councils to take a more 

involved role in supporting care services including the implementation of Track and Trace 

activity and also referred to the Transport Secretary’s recent announcement that £250 million 

would be made available to reallocate highways space to enable social distancing.  This 

could include the provision of temporary cycle lanes, but Cllr Marshall suggested that 

WSCC could use this opportunity to see if some of the more permanent plans included in its 

“Cycling Strategy” might be brought forward.  He stressed that more information about how 

to access the promised funding would need to be provided before any projects could be 

implemented as the £250 million was a national figure which would not cover all plans.  

Miss Brown asked whether there might be Air Quality related funding that could be included 

for any local projects and Cllr Marshall advised that he was due to attend a Climate Change 

Cabinet Meeting next month. 

 

Cllr Marshall excused himself from the rest of the meeting. 

 

8. CLERK’S UPDATE. 

 

(a) Minute No. 203 – Storrington Recreation Ground Drainage.  The Clerk reported that 

the Drainage works would commence on 15th June and were expected to last 

approximately 2 weeks. 

 

9. TO RECEIVE PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FOLLOWING THE 

CANCELLATION OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING.  Mrs Worthington-Leese 

read aloud her report on the Parish Council’s activities over the last year (report appended to 

the minutes). 
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STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL  

Annual Parish Council Meeting 

27th May 2020 

 

10. TO RECEIVE INDIVIDUAL COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN’S REPORTS 

FOLLOWING THE CANCELLATION OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING.  

Each of the reports were read aloud (reports appended to the minutes). 

 

 

11. TO CONSIDER REQUEST FROM LOCAL RESIDENT TO CREATE VEHICULAR 

ACCESS TO HIS / HER REAR GARDEN ACROSS THE LAND AT THE PARISH 

HALL. The Clerk had been contacted by a representative of local residents to request 

permission to create vehicular access to their garden via the Parish Hall grounds.  Members 

were reminded that permission for pedestrian access had been sought some years ago but had 

not been granted.  The Parish Council had to issue court proceedings to get a fence reinstated 

which had been taken down to obtain access without permission. 

 

 The residents’ representative explained that since then, the lack of parking spaces in Rowan 

Close had become such an issue that they were having to park in other streets.  The large 

garden area would provide ample space for their vehicles if permission to create a vehicular 

access across the land at the Parish Hall could be granted. 

 

 Councillors discussed the request at some length and concerns about health and safety were 

raised.  It was noted that the required access would be very close to the public footpath and 

on the “one-way system” that had been implemented around the hall.  The other major 

concern was that the Pre-school used the rear of the hall for outdoor activities every day so 

vehicular access could not be achieved during their opening hours.  Whilst it was pointed out 

that the residents had just two vehicles, Councillors also recognised that this access could 

then be used by delivery and service vehicles etc. If access were granted, the potential for 

further development of the site or requirements of any future homeowner could result in even 

more activity. Whilst some Members suggested that further research should be undertaken 

similar to how WSCC Highways Department would approach such a request, others were 

not convinced that this would make any difference.  Mrs Worthington-Leese asked for the 

vote.  Those in favour of Granting Access – 0.  It was therefore AGREED. 

 

  

That the creation of vehicular access to the rear garden of no. 8 Rowan Close from 

the land at the Parish Hall was NOT PERMITTED. 

 

 

12. TO REVIEW THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE SYSTEM OF INTERNAL 

CONTROL AND TO RECEIVE AND REVIEW THE INTERNAL AUDITOR’S 

REPORT FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 1ST APRIL 2019 TO 31ST MARCH 2020.  All 

Members had been provided with a copy of the Internal Auditor’s report detailing the 

activities undertaken to monitor the records and accounts for the year. It was concluded that 

the inspections were very thorough, and it was therefore AGREED. 

   

 That the system of internal control was effective, and no further measures were 

required. 
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STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL  

Annual Parish Council Meeting 

27th May 2020 

 

 

13. TO APPOINT THE INTERNAL AUDITOR FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 1ST 

APRIL 2020 TO 31ST MARCH 2021.  Members AGREED. 

 

To appoint Mulberry & Co. to undertake the Internal Audit for the current 

financial year. 

 

14. TO REVIEW AND APPROVE THE ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT FOR 

THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2020 AND TO AUTHORISE THE 

CHAIRMAN TO SIGN THIS DOCUMENT.  Members had been provided with a copy of 

the Annual Governance Statement and the effectiveness of the system of internal control had 

been reviewed and judged to be satisfactory. It was therefore RESOLVED: 

 

To APPROVE the Annual Governance Statement and AUTHORISE the Chairman 

to sign the document – Section 1 of the Annual Return. 

 

 

15. TO CONSIDER FOR APPROVAL THE ANNUAL RETURN AND ACCOUNTING 

STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2020 AND IF APPROVED, 

TO AUTHORISE THE CHAIRMAN TO SIGN THESE.  Members were provided with 

copies of the Accounting Statements and associated documents to be submitted to the 

External Auditor for the year ended 31st March 2020 for consideration. It was RESOLVED: 

 

To APPROVE the Accounting Statements and AUTHORISE the Chairman to sign 

the document – Section 2 of the Annual Return. 

 

   

16. TO REVIEW AND AUTHORISE ACCOUNTS TO BE PAID.  Payments in the sum of  

£19,571.03 plus VAT for May were duly APPROVED. 

 

 

17. ITEMS AVAILABLE FOR COUNCILLORS TO READ. There were no items 

 

 

18. CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE. 

 

(a) Football Wall at the Hormare Field. The Clerk had received a complaint from a local 

resident about the decision to relocate the Ball Wall to the Hormare Field.  This 

complaint was supported by the resident’s neighbour and described incidents of anti-

social behaviour and breaches of social distancing rules by users of the facility.  

Councillors had been provided with a copy of the complaint which calls for the decision 

to move the ball wall to be reviewed.  A response to the complaint was composed and 

APPROVED. 
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STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL  

Annual Parish Council Meeting 
27th May 2020 

 

 

 

19. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND URGENT MATTERS.  

 

(a) HDC Local Plan Preparation Information Request – Infrastructure and Settlement 

Sustainability.  Mrs Worthington-Leese reported that HDC had sent a letter requesting 

that the Parish Council complete an Infrastructure schedule setting out the infrastructure 

required to support development in the area along with detailed evidence, costings and 

timescales for delivery.  The Parish Council has also been asked to comment upon 

research undertaken to populate the Settlement Sustainability Review and both pieces of 

work were required by 3rd July 2020.  At first glance of this request which had only very 

recently been received, Councillors questioned whether it was appropriate to expect the 

Parish Council to undertake this type of work and whether it was more suited to someone 

with town planning experience.  Mrs Worthington-Leese would review the request to 

ascertain exactly what input was expected and would report back. 

 

 

20. DATE OF NEXT MEETING.   24th June 2020.  

 

 Members discussed whether there was a need at present to reinstate the committee meetings 

and it was agreed that these would only be reconvened when necessary.  In the meantime, all 

matters would be addressed at Full Council Meetings. 

 

 

21. ADJOURNMENT.  No matters were raised. 

 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.25 pm 
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STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

THE PARISH HALL, THAKEHAM ROAD, STORRINGTON, 

WEST SUSSEX, RH20 3PP 

www.storrington-pc.gov.uk 
Telephone: 01903 746547  e-mail: office@storrington-pc.gov.uk 

Clerk: Mrs Tracey Euesden 
 

 

 
Parish Council Chairman’s report 2019 / 2020 

 

Well obviously, this year has been somewhat strange due to the recent Coronavirus as in March all 

meetings were suspended, along with Standing Orders, and powers delegated to the Clerk, Deputy 

Clerk, Chairman and Vice Chairman. This situation was obviously new to all of us and we have, I 

think, coped well. Planning has continued with comments being submitted by email and I recently 

attended my first ‘virtual’ planning meeting of HDC. This is our first ‘virtual’ PC meeting and we 

will continue to monitor the situation as we go forward and hold virtual meetings as and when 

necessary until we can resume ‘normal’ meetings. I would like to thank Cheryl for being our ‘tech 

adviser’ and setting up and running these meetings for us from the technical point of view. Many of 

us – me included - did not have a clue how to do this so we are very grateful to Cheryl for 

organising and educating us! 

 

This year we have lost 2 councillors, Mark Lewis and Jim Monaghan so currently have 2 vacancies. 

 

Before this current crisis we reinstated the Finance and Budget Committee, which consists of the 

Chair and Vice-Chair of each of the committees and does what it says on the tin. The first meeting 

was held in February and it was agreed, amongst other things, to form a 3-year Business Plan for the 

Council and Budget Forecast, which Tracey has been working on during the current crisis period 

and will be completed and approved in due course. This committee will meet on an “as and when 

needed” basis” when meetings finally resume. 

 

The big achievement this year was getting our Neighbourhood Plan ‘made’ by HDC in September 

2019. It is now a statutory planning document that has to be taken into account in decision-making. 

This was the culmination of 6 years of work by those involved and I think they deserve our thanks – 

this was no mean feat, as the goalposts were continually moving. We now need to ensure that this 

plan is not ignored and we will need to review it once the new HDPF is in place. This has recently 

been out for consultation and we of course submitted our comments. Our parish is being asked to 

find a further 100 properties in addition to those already in our Neighbourhood Plan. HDC have 

included in their consultation a further 3 sites, 2 of which were assessed and rejected under the 

Neighbourhood Plan. We have objected to all 3 sites and will continue to fight their inclusion in the 

new plan. We feel that we can accommodate a further 100 houses without using greenfield sites that 

are outside the BUAB. 

 

However, a further cause for concern is the fact that there are around 1100-1200 new houses 

proposed in surrounding parishes which have no facilities of their own and rely on us for their 

shops, doctors, dentists, etc… We have objected to this number of houses and requested a 

mailto:office
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comprehensive review of the cumulative effect of development in the outlying parishes for which 

Storrington serves as a hub and we will continue to press for this. 

 

The wardens have now been in place for about a year, so half-way through the 2-year trial. They 

have settled in well and are regularly seen around the village. During the Coronavirus emergency 

they have been instrumental is setting up a group of volunteers operating from the parish hall with 

the support of the Parish Council to assist those who are self-isolating or housebound and/or 

vulnerable and this scheme has been very warmly welcomed by residents so many thanks to them 

for their work on that front. At one point they were receiving 100-150 telephone calls a day! 

 

Unfortunately, as a result of the virus, all events such as the SADCASE car show, the village day 

and the fair have, for the time being, had to be cancelled, which is a great shame but hopefully all of 

these things will be back with a vengeance next year if it proves impossible to hold them later this 

year. Likewise, any plans for VE Day had to be abandoned but we did still manage to get the flags 

put up. 

 

The planned public toilets have been put on hold for the time being until we see how the toilets that 

are available to the public at the new shop at the old garage work out. We did not consider it 

sensible to spend around £70,000 on toilets when there is a very real prospect of them being 

available in this shop. We will be liaising with the owners about this and will make a final decision 

later in the year about whether to go ahead with building toilets or not. 

 

We have set up 2 new working groups within the council – one for climate change, led by Cheryl, 

and the other for air quality, led by Richard Evea. They are looking at ways in which we can try to 

improve both of these but as we all know, there is no easy answer though the Coronavirus 

emergency will have resulted in greatly improved air quality and it would be nice to think that 

maybe people will continue to use their cars less, as cars are the main cause of our poor air quality! 

 

In that vein, this year we responded to the A27 Consultation with our preferred route. This is the one 

thing that would make a massive difference to the amount of traffic going through the village and 

would certainly improve our air quality so let’s hope it does get done at some point. 

 

Another initiative that the council adopted was to plant 2 new trees for every tree that has to be 

removed in the parish. Trees are a major contribution to improving air quality so we will continue to 

do this as long as we have space for trees. 

 

Occasionally the Parish Council gives special recognition to someone who has made an outstanding 

contribution to the village by making them an “Honorary Citizen”. This year we decided to present 

this award to Archie Crutchlow.  Archie lives near the Memorial Pond and has been a fantastic 

support to the Parish Council in helping to maintain the pond.  He regularly fills the duck feed 

container – having secured for us a free supply of grain - and keeps the memorial garden looking at 

its best. He reports any problems at the pond and assists our Premises Manager with any work 

required around the area. The Parish Council is very happy that we have been able to recognise his 

assistance in this way and he was presented with a large planter bearing a plaque in recognition of 

his work.  

 

Finally, we agreed an increase in our precept of £10,000 in order to build up a reserve earmarked to 

deal with the problem of drainage at the Leisure Centre, where flooding has been becoming a more 

frequent problem due to the state of the drains. This resulted in an average increase per Band D 

house of £2.36 per annum. 
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So, it just remains for me, as usual, to thank our Clerk, Tracey, and Deputy Clerk, Caroline for all 

their hard work keeping us all on the straight and narrow and all councillors for their time and 

support, in particular the Committee Chairmen, Richard Evea and Lisa, and the Planning Vice 

Chairman, Alan, who, as usual, has done the planning report for me. 

 

 

ICE Chairman’s report 2019 2020 

 

I would like to thank my fellow councillors on ICE for their support and patience over the past year 

and in particular Cllr Joel Davis for taking the chair when I have been unable to attend. 

 

As in previous years we have been able to support the annual Christmas night, the Village Day and 

the SADCASE car show. Unfortunately, this year’s Village Day and the SADCASE Event has had 

to be cancelled due to COVID 19 so fingers crossed for the Christmas Night.   

 

Earlier in the year we decided to treat climate change and Air quality as two very important but 

separate issues. Cllr Cheryl Brown took the lead on climate change issues and I took the lead on air 

quality. I was invited to join the AQMA steering group and notes of my first meeting are available 

to read. Cllr Brown has worked with the Parish Clerk on an audit and this has been published. I 

would like to thank Cllr Cheryl Brown for her leadership of this issue. 

 

We have been able to welcome a number of traders to Place Villerest and are pleased that they have 

provided new and additional services that are particularly welcome during this pandemic. 

 

We have reintroduced Parish Council newsletters with the first edition being sent to all homes in 

June 2019, the latest issue produced in February focused on the District Council’s  Strategic Plan 

and accompanied a fact sheet about Air Quality. Further editions of the newsletter will report on 

issues of note as they arise and we hope to publish the next one soon as we believe at a Parish 

Council of our size should produce its own newsletter and one of quality.  

 

Finally, I would like to thank the Clerk’s for their invaluable support throughout the year. 

 

Recreation and Property Committee Chairman’s Report 2019 / 2020 

 

It’s been another busy year for the Recreation and Property Committee, as we have been involved in 

progressing and facilitating a number of projects across the parish. 

 

Both the cricket club and football club have benefitted from our support. The cricket club has 

installed a new practice outdoor nets facility and the football club has made improvements to the 

ground and hope to install a defibrillator later this year. The Vipers have benefitted from both 

improvements and maintenance programs to the Hormare Field enabling both practice and match 

fixtures and all at no cost to this youth organisation. 

 

Current lockdown conditions mean that plans for the new Sullington Outdoor Gym have been 

placed on hold. Designs have been received and once restrictions are lifted we hope to complete this 

innovative project. 

 

Our community buildings continue to be maintained and improved. A new path has been laid to the 

parish hall and new fencing erected at the pavilion. The AV system at the parish hall has also been 

upgraded in line with user feedback and requirements. 
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Once again a wide range of local groups have applied for and received grants through the SASSY 

award scheme. These grants are aimed at supporting the well-being of young people in our parish. 

Recipients include Impulse Leisure, Rotary Club, the cricket club, Chanctonbury District Guides 

and Storrington Dramatic Society. We welcome applications for the next round of awards. 

 

Once again I would like to thank Anna for her hours of hard work and dedication on behalf of the 

council. Many thanks to Tracey, Caroline and Peter for their support and guidance throughout the 

year, it is much appreciated. Finally thank you to the committee for your support throughout the 

year, again it is much appreciated. 

 

Planning & Development Committee Chairman’s Report 2019 / 2020. 

 

To begin, thank you to the members of the committee, particularly to our chair Anna and of course 

Caroline, who makes it all happen. 

 

Over the last year we were consulted on 111 applications, 37 less than the previous year. 

Of those applications only one is large, an outline proposal for land North of Downsview for 62 

homes, all matters reserved apart from access; a site in our Neighbourhood Plan at the instruction of 

the Government Examiner. 

Among the more contentious applications were those relating to a recently built storage building and 

access on behalf of the Norbertine Order at Kithurst Lane, and three traveller pitches at Oldfield 

Stables. An unusual one is a retrospective application for a Copper Cabin and Geodesic Dome off 

Fryern Road, with associated access & parking etc for holiday accommodation. 

 

There were 8 appeals against Horsham’s decisions, 4 of which have been dismissed. 

Enforcement seems to be perpetual, but some do get resolved – unauthorised signs at Cootham, 

gates to the West Chiltington Road (Bartons), and the access from Burns Cottage at the junction of 

Manleys Hill and Chantry Lane has now been okayed by WSCC.  

 

Trees have been an increasing activity for the committee. Not just applications for work on TPO 

trees, but on the considerable number of the Council’s own trees, at both recreation grounds, the 

Glade, and the memorial pond, with surveys and action taken to both maintain trees and deal with 

potential hazards. We also obtained action on HDC trees at Ravenscroft allotments. 

 

Finally, we responded to consultations from WSCC, HDC and SDNPA and other bodies. Perhaps 

the most important in the past year has been the HDC Local Plan 2019 – 2036. Substantially 

increased pressure for housing has led to proposals for greenfield sites outside our built-up area and 

in addition to our Neighbour Plan numbers. Our response has been to resist the greenfield 

development but to accommodate more homes within the existing built-up area. 

Second is the WSCC Minerals Plan/soft sand review with the proposal to extend Chantry pit with a 

new access to the Washington Road, with significant effects on traffic, landscape and environment.  

We were consulted by HDC on proposed changes to the planning system; our objections, in 

particular to the process of referral to committee were listened to.      Sadly, paper plans have now 

come to an end. 

Finally, one unusual consultation was from the Home Office relating to increasing police powers for 

dealing with ‘unauthorised encampments’; topical at this time of year. 

 

Thank you again to all those who take part and support us, and thank you too to the members of the 

public who attend from time to time, you are always welcome – when we get back to normal. 


