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STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  

HELD REMOTELY VIA THE ZOOM VIRTUAL MEETING PLATFORM, 

ON WEDNESDAY 24TH JUNE 2020, 

COMMENCING AT 7.00 p.m. 

 
Present:  Mrs A Worthington-Leese in the Chair, Miss C Brown, Mr J Davis, Mr B Dent, Mr R 

Evea, Mr A Head, Mr R Hurley, Mr R Jerman, Mr P Oakham & Mrs L Wheatley. 

 

Also Present: District Councillor Ray Dawe  

County Councillor Paul Marshall 

  7 Members of the Public 

 
 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  Were received from Mrs Kittle (Prior engagement) The 

reasons for absence were duly ACCEPTED. 

 

MEMBERS NOT PRESENT.  Mrs B Gilligan, Mr M Johnson 

   

2.  TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS.  Mr Oakham 

declared an interest in agenda item 7 as he is a close neighbour of the complainants. 

 

3. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL 

MEETING HELD ON THE 27TH May 2020.  The Minutes were duly AGREED to be a 

correct record of the proceedings thereat and were duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

4. CLERK’S UPDATE. 

 

(a) Drainage at Storrington Recreation Ground Car Park. The Clerk advised that the work 

was nearing completion.  

 

DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS. 

 

5. COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS.    

 

(a) Applications for school places.  County Councillor Marshall reported that he had 

followed up on Mrs Gilligan’s enquiry regarding applications for school places for 

children with EHCPs and had provided a response. 

 

(b) Application for Community Highways Scheme.  Cllr. Marshall referred to the Parish 

Council’s intention to apply for a Community Highways Scheme to improve the junction 

at West Street, Monastery Lane, Amberley Road and Pulborough Road and noted that 

consultation letter had been delivered to homes in the neighbouring roads.  He suggested 

that the Clerk should make early contact with the Area Highways Manager to involve 

him in the process and also that the matter should be raised at the next CLC meeting. 

 

(c) Steyning Grammar School. Mr Evea raised the matter that Steyning Grammar School’s 

application for academy status had recently been granted by the Regional Schools 

Commission and commented that parents would shortly be seeking information about  
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uniform requirements.  Cllr. Marshall confirmed that due diligence was currently being 

undertaken but it was possible that the process would take effect before January 2021.  

He further commented that the school’s provision of boarding and sixth form facilities 

was highly important and the lease for the premises at Towers School had been granted.  

The relocation of the sixth form to this site could result in pupils from the Church Street 

annex being moved to Shooting Field 

 

 

6. DISTRICT  COUNCIL MATTERS. 

 

(a) Sandgate Park – Parking on Water Lane.  District Councillor Dawe referred to the recent 

meeting attended by Parish Councillors, HDC, Sussex Police and WSCC to address the 

issues of inappropriate and dangerous parking on Water Lane at the entrance to Sandgate 

Park.  The problems of obstructions for pedestrians, accident near misses and incidents of  

HGVs being forced to stop to allow for oncoming traffic were all witnessed during this 

meeting and in fact, two accidents had occurred in this location since the meeting.  Cllr 

Dawe reported that communications were underway between HDC and Cemex regarding 

the provision of an off-road area for parking inside the park but so far a meeting had not 

taken place.  Whilst this was formally a matter for WSCC, Cllr Dawe confirmed that 

HDC would continue to pursue the discussions with Cemex. 

 

(b) COVID-19.  Cllr Dawe reported that HDC had been approached by many groups and 

companies within the district for financial assistance due to them being adversely 

impacted by the lock down.  Any funds received from the government would certainly 

not be enough to cover all requests and HDC itself had encountered its own challenges 

with significant expenses in responding to the pandemic.  He reminded Members that the 

Car Park charging schedule was now back in force. 

 

County Councillor Marshall left the meeting at this point. 

 

Mrs Worthington-Leese asked Mr Evea to lead on the following matter as Chairman of the 

Infrastructure, Communications and Environment Committee. 

 

7. VILLAGE WELCOME SIGN ON WASHINGTON ROAD - TO CONSIDER 

COMPLAINTS REGARDING THE LOCATION OF THE “STORRINGTON” SIGN. 

Members heard that a number of complaints had been received regarding the location of the 

Storrington Welcome sign.  Whilst it had been placed on the white gateway on Washington 

Road at the point where the speed limit changes to 30 mph, to indicate to drivers that they 

are about to enter the village, it has been pointed out that the sign is actually within 

Sullington and the boundary with Storrington is further west.  Some residents of Sullington 

had taken exception to this and had suggested that the ancient parish’s identity was slowly 

being lost. 

 

Mr Evea confirmed that members had been provided with copies of all communications 

received on this matter and invited members of the public to speak.  He explained that 

Councillors’ discussions would take place following these representations. 
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 Two members of the public spoke briefly about their concerns regarding the loss of identity 

of Sullington. Whilst it was pointed out that several Members of the Council were residents 

of Sullington and did not feel this way, it was acknowledged that the sign was indeed within 

the parish.  Mr Evea Proposed that the sign should be removed pending relocation to a 

boundary line to be decided.  Nine in Favour, one Against and it was DECIDED.  

 

That the Storrington sign should be removed from its current location and 

relocated at the boundary of the Parish. 

 

Three members of the public with an interest in this agenda item left the meeting. 

 

Mrs Worthington-Leese asked Mrs Wheatley to lead on the following matter as Chairman of the 

Recreation and Property Committee. 

 

Mr Oakham took no part in the following discussions. 

 

8. HORMARE FIELD – TO CONSIDER COMPLAINTS RECEIVED FROM 

RESIDENTS REGARDING USE OF THE BALL WALL AND ANTI-SOCIAL 

BEHAVIOUR ON THE FIELD. The Parish Council had received some complaints 

regarding the level of noise emanating from the use of the ball wall which had been relocated 

to the Hormare field in October, and also complaints regarding several incidents of anti-

social behaviour.   

 

Mrs Wheatley confirmed that members had been provided with copies of all communications 

received on this matter and invited members of the public to speak.  She explained that 

Councillors’ discussions would take place following these representations. 

 

One member of the public spoke briefly about the noise and anti-social behaviour and then a 

couple living very close to the apparatus expressed their extreme anger at the Parish 

Council’s decision to relocate the facility to its current location.  They described the noise of 

the balls hitting the metal frame and behaviour and language of users of the field as 

unacceptable.  The couple felt that the Council was ignoring their concerns and had shown 

no sympathy for the distress being caused to them. It was their opinion that the only option 

to resolve the noise and anti-social behaviour was to remove the ball wall completely.  

 

Mrs Wheatly thanked the members of the public and suggested that the matters of the noise 

and the anti-social behaviour be dealt with as two separate issues. 

 

Anti-Social Behaviour  The complainants had produced a diary detailing use of the field 

over a period of one month.  Whilst some of these records described activities which would 

be expected of a recreation area, they did indicate that the ball wall was in regular use and 

that there were many cases of anti-social behaviour.  Members responded to the claims that 

the issues were being ignored, with several reporting that they had visited the field on 

different occasions to witness the activities themselves.   
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It was reported that the Wardens regularly patrolled the area (a fact disputed by the 

claimants) and had arranged for police presence at times when they were on leave.  The 

complainants suggested that the only action taken was to move the offenders on, only for 

them to return when the Wardens left the area.  The Wardens had also distributed 

information about how anti-social behaviour should be reported but the claimants had 

indicated their reluctance to do this for fear of reprisals. The Clerk reported that the Hormare 

Field was now the subject of a Public Open Space Protection Order which meant that 

offenders under the Order may now be fined.  However, reports would need to be made if the 

Order was to be enforced and it was pointed out that the Parish Council had no powers to 

address such issues or pass on retrospective reports.   

 

Councillors referred to the current climate where social restrictions are in place and 

suggested that offenders were carrying out their frustrations at not having anything else to do 

and nowhere else to go. It was noted that District Councillor Philip Circus had been 

interviewed on local radio recently and had reported that anti-social behaviour is prevalent 

across the district and nationwide due to the lack of services and facilities being available to 

young people.  It was hoped that the extent of this problem would lessen over the next few 

weeks as more and more entertainment venues would be allowed to re-open.  In the 

meantime, the Wardens would be asked to ramp up their visits to the area and it was agreed 

that the situation would be reviewed at the next meeting to assess whether the lifting of lock 

down measures had any impact on the situation. 

 

Noise from the use of the Ball Wall.  Mrs Wheatley reminded members that the decision to 

relocate the ball wall had been taken in order to help the cricket club with their aspirations to 

improve their facilities.  The complainants asked why consultation with residents had not 

taken place and were advised that as the field is a recreational space where footballing 

activities take place, there was no requirement for planning permission and therefore no 

consultation was required on that basis.  It was pointed out that the matter had been 

addressed in minutes of meetings since 2016 and articles in the Sussex Local and that the 

Parish Council could not be expected to consult upon every decision it makes and that there 

was some onus on residents to inform themselves of Parish Council activities.  As the 

Hormare field is typically used for football activity, it seemed the most logical place to site 

it.  Several locations within the field were considered and the current place seemed safest, 

away from the road and backing onto the football field where errant balls could be recovered 

safely with minimum disturbance to local residents.  (Mrs Wheatley acknowledged however, 

that the complainants had reported balls being kicked into their gardens and sometimes these 

had been retrieved without permission.) 

 

Whilst the complainants were insistent that the only solution to all of their concerns was to 

remove the ball wall completely, Councillors could not agree that this course of action would 

resolve the situation.  Removal of the facility would likely result in complaints from another 

faction of the community and would reduce even further the number of things for people to 

do in these challenging times.  Nor would the removal of the wall prevent groups from 

gathering on the field. It was agreed however that the noise from the balls impacting on the  
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metal would need to be addressed and the Clerk and Premises Manager had been 

investigating the possibility of replacing the back panes of the structure with some form of 

appropriate netting to lessen the noise but keep the facility usable. 

 

This option was discussed further and it was felt that this course of action should be looked 

at before considering the extreme action of removing the wall.  It was therefore AGREED. 

 

To replace the metal panes with some form of netting to lessen the sound 

emanating from the use of the ball wall. 

 

 

9. IMPULSE LESIURE STORRINGTON – REQUEST FOR SUPPORT – UPDATE.  

Mrs Worthington-Leese reported that she, Mr Head and the Clerk had held a remote meeting 

with representatives from HDC to discuss Impulse Leisure’s request for support due to its 

forced closure for the lockdown period.  HDC will be undertaking further discussion with 

Impulse and any involvement by the Parish Council will be considered following HDC’s 

ultimate response 

 

 

10. PAVILLIONS RENT – TO CONSIDER SUSPENSION OF RENT PAYMENTS FOR 

A PERIOD DUE TO FORCED CLOSURE FOR THE LOCKDOWN PERIOD.  

Members heard that the income of both the Cricket Club and Football Club had been 

affected by the Covid-19 pandemic and it was suggested that the rent for the pavilions be 

waived for a period of 6 months to support them in their efforts to recover.  This was 

AGREED. 

 

  

11. TO REVIEW CIL PRIORITIES LIST. Members had been provided with the current list 

of projects that might be appropriate for CIL funding and were reminded that suggestions 

can be made for inclusion at any time. 

 

 

12. PARISH HALL DECORATION – TO CONSIDER QUOTATIONS.  The Clerk had 

received 4 quotations for the following works. 

o Wash down all metal work 

o Steel Columns – rub down, prepare and apply 1 undercoat and 2 top coats 

o Ceiling – prepare and 2 coats of paint 

o Walls – prepare, fill cracks and apply two coats 

o Front of stage – rub down and apply 1 undercoat and 2 top coats black 

o All black woodwork- Clean and rub down, apply 1 undercoat and 2 top coats. 

Labour, Materials, scaffolding and floor protection. 

 

NJW Decorating    Total cost    £1,910. 

Décor    Total cost   £2,359 
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JF Decorating   Total cost    £5,270  (Using spray for steel 

columns) 

Stocker & Cowell   Total cost   £5,400 

 

 The quotations were considered and Members expressed surprise at some of the lower 

estimates and commented that the scope of works was quite extensive.  The health and safety 

risks associated with potential sole working and the need for special equipment were 

considered highly important.  After some discussion it was AGREED. 

 

  To engage Stocker & Cowell to carry out the works at a cost of £5,400 plus VAT. 

 

   

13. PARISH HALL ENTRANCE DOORS – TO  CONSIDER QUOTATIONS. The Clerk 

had received 3 quotations. 

 

 To Install new Aluminium and Glass Entrance Doors to be fitted with electric latch to 

accommodate the access control system. 

 

Precision Windows       £3,924 

Pavilion Glass       £3,802 (electric latch will be  

extra but staff on furlough so 

cannot quote) 

Thomas Doors       £5,850 

  

 The quotations were discussed and it was AGREED. 

 

  To accept the quotation from Precision Windows at £3,924.00 Plus VAT 

 

 

14. PARISH COUNCIL NEWSLETTER – TO CONSIDER CONTENT FOR NEXT 

EDITION AND MEANS OF DISTRIBUTION.  Members were asked to consider items 

for inclusion in the next newsletter and to forward any ideas to the Clerk.  It was hoped that a 

draft edition could be drawn up in time for the next meeting and depending on the number of 

pages, means of distribution and related costs will be considered then. 

   

 

15. TO REVIEW AND AUTHORISE ACCOUNTS TO BE PAID.  Payments in the sum of  

£11,955.93 plus VAT for June were duly APPROVED. 

 

 

16. ITEMS AVAILABLE FOR COUNCILLORS TO READ. There were no items 

 

 

17 CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE.  No matters were raised. 
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18. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND URGENT MATTERS.  

 

(a) Storrington Sports and Social Club.  The Parish Council had received several emails 

regarding the apparent closure and sale of the Club and the Clerk was asked to contact 

the Trustees to see if there was any information that they would like to share. 

 

 

19. DATE OF NEXT MEETING.   22nd  July 2020. 

 

 

20. ADJOURNMENT.  No matters were raised. 

 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.25 pm 

 

 

 

 

 


