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Storrington & Sullington Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning and Development Committee held remotely by the Zoom 

Virtual Platform on Thursday 9th July 2020, commencing at 7.00 p.m. 

 

 

Present:   Mrs. A. Worthington-Leese in the Chair, Mr. B. Dent, Mr. R. Evea Mr. A. Head, 

Mr. R. Jerman and Mr. P. Oakham. 

 

1. Election of Chairman.  Mr. B. Dent proposed Mrs. Worthington-Leese, Seconded Mr. R. 

Jerman and UNANIMOUSLY AGREED. 

 

2. Election of Vice Chairman.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese proposed Mr. A. Head, Seconded 

Mr. B. Dent and UNANIMOUSLY AGREED. 

 

3.  Apologies for Absence.  Apologies for absence had been received from Mr. J. Davis (work 

commitments).  The reason for absence was duly approved. 

 

4. To Receive Declarations of Interest from Members.  There were no declarations of interest. 

 

5. To Approve and Sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 12th March 2020.  These 

minutes were duly APPROVED as being a correct record of the proceedings thereat and were 

duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

 Deputy Clerk’s Update.  

 

6. (a)  Minute No. 128(a): Priority Tree Works.  The Deputy Clerk reported that due to the 

Covid 19 outbreak, some works needed to be rescheduled.  The works to the willow tree 

at the Leisure Centre would be undertaken on 15th July and a date was expected shortly 

for the completion of work to the large Scots Pine at the Memorial pond, which required 

felling.  

  

 (b) Minute No. 129:  To Review and Agree Draft Comments to HDC Local Plan 2019 -

2036 to put to Full Council.  Whilst the letter regarding the cumulative effect of 

development within the area had been approved by Full Council and sent to HDC on 20th 

March, no response had been received.  The Clerk had referred this matter to Barbara 

Childs for a response on 1st July as instructed by the Chairman. The following response 

had been received from Carol Algar (HDC’s Senior Planning Officer) on 2nd July: “We 

will need a little time to digest this information, alongside the other work the team is 

currently undertaking, in particular processing the 6,340 or so representations that we 

received in response to the Regulation 18 Consultation. I can assure you and your 

colleagues at the Parish Council however, that we are carefully considering the 

cumulative impacts and in-combination effects of potential site allocations on all 

settlements. In fact, this consultation on infrastructure issues is part and parcel of 

ensuring that all impacts, including cumulative, have been picked up as seen from the 

local perspective.” 

 

 (c) Minute No. 132(a): Tree Overhanging No. 27 The Glade. Mr. Jerman had undertaken 

a site visit on 23rd March, taken a photograph and reported the following: “As you can 

see from the pic attached there appears to be no problem re the tree referenced.  Indeed, 

the works carried out previously have severely restricted the growth over No 27’s garden. 

This was done as requested prior to the new extension being built.  I do not see the need 

for further works as even the few overhanging branches remaining are well clear of the 

extension.  As such, it had been agreed that no further works were necessary.  
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STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Planning and Development Committee 

9th July 2020 
 

7.  Planning Applications awaiting Comment – Appendix I. 

 

(a) DC/20/1143: Unit Q, Chantry Lane Industrial Estate, Chantry Lane.  This was an 

outline application for the demolition of the existing industrial estate and the erection of 

98 residential units with all matters reserved except access.  Members had viewed the 

application prior to the meeting and the following was noted: Section 6 of the application 

indicated that there was no contamination on the site, yet a few years ago a Councillor 

had been approached by a member of the public regarding their concerns about asbestos 

on site.  This concern had arisen due to an old traction or steam engine being unearthed, 

exposing asbestos insulation, which was subsequently reburied.  HDC had been informed 

at the time, but no records could be found.   Mrs. Worthington-Leese read out an e-mail 

received from a resident objecting to the application due to the need for more work in the 

area, rather than more housing and the fact that this application “does not take into 

consideration the very distinct possibility of considerable amounts of asbestos on the 

site.” They would like to see this addressed, as disturbance of any asbestos on the site 

would be potentially hazardous to them, living close by.  The Deputy Clerk had asked 

for any information regarding the asbestos issued to be forwarded to her in preparation 

for this meeting.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese informed Members that to date 21 letters of 

objection had been sent to HDC, their Conservation Officer had objected to the proposal 

and HDC’s Economic Development Report strongly objected on many grounds.  

Members had been sent copies of the latter two reports, prior to the meeting.  These 

objections were of course in addition to the ones which had been sent to the Parish 

Council and circulated to Members.  Discussions ensued and the following statements 

were made:  

• Firstly, the site was assessed under the Neighbourhood Plan and rejected as the site 

had “a negative effect on the objectives in the SA Framework.  The proposal would 

result in the loss of an employment site.  There are constraints from Flood Zone 3 

affecting the access road and potential negative effects on heritage and geology.  

Access to the site is poor for vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists (though there may be 

a solution for pedestrian access) and visibility at the junction of Chantry Lane and 

A283 does not meet modern standards.” and consequently is not in our made 

Neighbourhood Plan.   

• The site is not listed as a potential development site in the latest HDPF. 

• The site is outside the Built-up Area Boundary and in the countryside. 

• Concerns regarding the loss of local small business premises & local job 

opportunities. 

• The site is adjacent to the Chantry SSSI and close to Chantry Mill Grade II Listed 

Building. 

• The proposals would constitute a further encroachment of the built-up area into the 

South Downs National Park & International Dark Skies Reserve (small industrial 

estates are largely dark at night - large housing estates will not be).  

• Possibility of asbestos on site. 

• Loss of trees and hedgerows. 

• The proposals would be detrimental to wildlife and local residents.  

• Access is via a single-track lane, with no footpath leading to the very busy A283 and 

dangerous junction.  

• Concerns were also expressed about the additional heavy vehicle traffic during 

construction, not to mention the increased vehicle movements that 98 houses would 

generate, thereby further affecting the air quality within Storrington. 

• Some residents had raised questions regarding the correctness of the boundaries 

shown on the application and that some of the submitted documents were factually 

incorrect. 



 

 

 

- 3 - 

STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Planning and Development Committee 
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• No mention was made of the water course that originates further up Chantry Lane 

and runs around and underneath the trading estate.  

• The development would permanently and negatively impact the vista from the 

Downs. 

• Loss of privacy and the proposals would have a permanent detrimental effect on the 

lane. 

• Excessive noise and disturbance. 

 

After lengthy discussions, it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED: 

 

That a comment of STRONG OBJECTION be sent to HDC, listing all of the 

above comments. 

 

8. Planning Application Decisions – Appendix II.  These were duly NOTED.   

 

9. Planning Applications, Comment Summary – since the meeting of 12th March – Appendix 

III.  These were duly NOTED.   

 

10. Appeals Lodged. 

 

(a) DC/19/2433: Land North of West Wantley Barn, Fryern Road.  An Appeal had been 

lodged on 25th June against HDC’s refusal to consent to the conversion of an existing barn 

to a detached dwelling with associated parking and erection of a single storey extension. 

 

(b) DC/18/2744: Greenacres, Hurston Lane.  An Appeal had been lodged on 26th March 

against HDC’s refusal of planning consent for outline application for the demolition of the 

existing dwelling and erection of six residential dwellings with detached garages.   

 

11. Appeal Decision. 

 

(a) DC/18/2744: Greenacres, Hurston Lane.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese was very 

disappointed to announce that the Planning Inspector had allowed the Appeal on 30th June 

with various Conditions.  Members expressed their frustrations at this decision. Mrs. 

Worthington-Leese informed Members that she was trying to arrange for a 

meeting/telephone conversation with Andrew Griffiths to discuss various matters relating 

to planning and other issues. 

 

 

12. Enforcement Matters. 

 

(a) Quarry House, Water Lane.  A Compliance complaint had been lodged on 18th June, 

regarding the alleged storage of building materials to the front of the property, adversely 

affecting the amenity of the area.   The Deputy Clerk was asked to chase HDC for an update 

on this matter and would take photographs and send them to HDC for reference. 

 

(b) Rock Cottage, Fryern Park, Fryern Road.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese informed Members 

that a member of the public had lodged a complaint for the alleged use of land as a camp 

site without planning permission at the above address on 6th July.  The Deputy Clerk would 

chase for any update. 
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13. Chairman’s Announcements.   

 

(a) WSCC/SDNPA Soft Sand Review Examination.   All Members had been sent a copy of 

the abovementioned documentation, including the programme timetable.  Unfortunately, 

the link to the revised Draft Proposed Modifications Schedule was not working as yet, due 

to the authorities having to make some modifications as suggested by the Inspector.  As 

soon as the link was up and running, the Deputy Clerk would inform Members.  

 

(b) EN010117 Rampion 2 Offshore Windfarm EIA Scoping Notification and 

Consultation.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese announced that this consultation had been 

received on 6th July.  The document was 970 pages long and the 8 places that refer to 

Storrington are regarding Air Quality and sites of interest which were out of scope i.e.  

West Wantley Farm Meadow.  Mr. Head said he would look through this document and 

mentioned over ground transmission.  Mrs. Worthington-Leese thanked Mr. Head for 

offering. 

 

14. Any Other Business. 

 

(a) One Member asked if there had been an update regarding the current Fryern Park Farm 

application.  At the time of the meeting, nothing had been received from HDC. 

 

(b) The Deputy Clerk was asked to contact HDC for an update regarding the barn under 

construction at Northlands Lane. 

 

15. Documents for Councillors to Read.  There were no documents to read. 

 

 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.25 pm. 

 


